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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

AIA Las Vegas Holiday Celebration
Wednesday, Decernber l3th - Aladdin Grand Ballroom

loin us and help to celebrate another ttealyeal.
Use the enclosed order form to makeyour RSVP and purchase tickets foryour Euests.
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AIA IAS VEGAS

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ERIC D. STRAIN, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

I've been looking fom,ard to
writing this article for the pastyear, as it
means that it is time once again to bring on a new president. Now
don't get me wrong, I've enioyed the pastyear. lt is an experience
that everyone should go through, but David has grown and it's time
to un-clip his wings and let him soar. (l would have let him months
ago, but he insisted that I continue until the end oftheyear.) So,
we sent him back to school... away to several conferences...a bus
trip (including hair brush techniques)... and let him fill in
occasionally, and now with continued supervision by Randy...it is
time. I am grateful for the continuous support and prodding David
has provided this pastyear. I leave knowing the Chapter is in very
capable hands. My last word of advice....DO NOT, UNDER ANy
SITUATION, DO WHAT EVER IT TAKES, GIVE THEM THE
MOON...BUT DO NOT LET RANDYAND KELLY IEAVE....at least,
until you pass the torch on to Brandon. Knock'em dead, Dave.
P.S. Anytimeyou need an excuse for all those iate night entertaining
of speakers, iust let Heather know we were out bowling again. it
worked last timel

It's amazing how fast theyear goes by. All the plans and
ideas...several accomplished...some left for someone else. The
accomplishments thisyear would not have been possible without
the Board. Even though they did not let us change too much ...or
do everythingwe planned. (lt's better that they did not or the Chapter
would have been bankrupt in July.) I kept sayint we had all this
money in savings and that we were only spending a few thousand
dollars eachyear, but wery time I would think of using it...the lights
would dim and the little images of lon Rappel and Brad Schulz
would appear, reminding me that the money was their blood, sweat
and tears and it was reserved for the students.

But all throu6h this the Board has been there each month
to pull together and accomplish a spectacularyear. We initiated
our first "lntern Design Competition"....took our first bus trip to
Phoenix (this was the only wa) we could get Simon to become part
of the Board...we had to promise him an opportunity to get that
exclusive brush), ...Colf and Putting tournaments, another 6,reat
Product Show...ss/eral name-brand speakers, ... a true state Design
Awards Program and finally, our first ever'Architecture Las Vegas"
magazine....and we did all that and more without going bankruptl

Well...almost. Thanks to our membership, David and the
2001 Board will have a few dollars more to play with nextyear. All
this would not have been possible without the support and
dedication of the Board. Thankyou David, Brandon, Tony, Steve,
Dale, Curt, Ed, Larry, Eddie and Carol.

To fose Gamez, thanks for allyour work on the UNLV
Lectures...and to lohn Klai and Dan f uba for their sponsorship.
Thanks to my office (Doug and Adrian) for letting me (or forcing
me) to get out of the office and attend the AIA events... to Terry
Brown, FAIA for his words of encoura6,ement...to all the many
sponsors that have made thisyear possible....to the members and

students who have come out to all the events...to the Nevada Arts
Council for the Summer Lectures and Exhibitions. I'm sure I am

missing several but there are two that we will never forget.
It does not matter whatyou need...what question you

have...something needs to be done..you can always count on Kelly.
She has been there all year and several before that. lt does not
matter whatyou need..you can always rest assured it will be done
and done well. You never get the opportunity to ask twice for
something (canyou pass this trait on to SamanthaT) because she
has it done...the answer found or the problem resolyed beforeyou
can tet back to itl She is exactly wtgr this Chapter is as successful
and active as it is. Thankyou for everythingyou have done for this
Chapter and myself. We can never repayyoul Your contributions
ar e gr eatly apprec iated.

I cannot put into words how grateful I am to have Randy

as a friend. Without her constant support I could not...would not
have made it through the pastyear. We all talk about how much
she has done for this Chapter but I have had the extreme pleasure
to experience her remarkable talents first hand. Randy, I iust cannot
say it enough...you are this Chapter. Everything we do, have done,
will do...is because of you. I'm so happyyou made it through
anotheryear with us. What ever is left at the end of thisyear it's
yours. l'm sure David has somethint to start nextlear with. I'm
honored to callyou a friend.

Over the pastyear, I've tcid Mary on countless occasions
how muchyou have done for me. {l think she thinks something
funny is going on because of all the times I tell her aboutyou.) I

know David, and then Brandon, are looking forward to the
experiences I've had thisyear and they are praying thatyou stay.

For their sake, Iwon't letyou know when there's another opening
on the Arts Council. From the bottom of my heart...thankyou.

To Mary and Samantha...it s almost over and l'll be home.
Thankyou both for understanding all the nights away from home.
l'm looking fonvard to being there. There is no where I would
rather be than there withyou two. I loveyou both.

David, it's all yours,...this time for real....l'm going
bowlingl (l'll hold a Border "Shaker" foryou.)

BRIEFS:
PBS&I Engineering and planning, has acquired the

California-based engineering consulting firm, fohn Powell &
Associates, lnc. Ninyo & Moore has been retained to provide
geotechnical consulting services for the Rulon Earl Mobile Manor
proiect and will be providing materials testing and inspection
services during construction ofthe Desert Breeze Park, Phase 3

proiect.

T he AIA Las Vegas Forum is edited and produced
monthly by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director, AIA Nevada /
Alr, Las Ve6as. Responses to content are welcomed. Editorial
ahd advertising materials are due to the AIA office by the l0th
of each month, preceding publication.

r



AIA NEVADA

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ANGELA BIGOTTI, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

I predicted last month that my messaEe flor December
would be a short one since Iwould be consumed with the initial
stages o[ parenthood. ..and I was ritht. My last message as
president and the last message for theyear 2000 will indeed be
short and my topic is "balance".

All too often I've experienced and watched others in our
profession experience a sort of out of balance obsession with
architecture. Continuously working overtime, prioritizing work
over everything else in life, constantly looking out for that next iob
to compete for and win, and overlooking those opportunities to
find new inspirations. We tend to label it as "passion", since that
sounds like a more positive personality trait...but really for most
it is an "obsession". This obsession often takes us away from what
is most important in life...friends and family. I think this messate
comes at an ideal time of the year; the holiday season is a

reminder of what actually inspires most of us to be the architects
we are....that is, our family and friends. My new baby girl has
shed so much perspective in my life, on what is important and
most inspirint to my life and my career. I hope for all ofyou that
you can put down the mouse or pencil and refrain from too much
overtime so thatyou can enioy quality time withyour friends and
family.

It has been a Ercat year and I have enioyed being
President of the State chapter. I hopeyou all have had many
successes to be thankful for and I wishyou all the happiest of
holiday seasons....have a Merry Christmas and Happy New year!l

Porick (Por) hpury, CSt, CDT
Architecturo I Representolive

FPAZEE PAINT & WALLCOVERING

Mobtle:7O2.46]1 4O75
e-moil : pdeputy@f rozee.com

5280 South Volley View, Suite D
los Vegos. NV 891 I8

702.895 9800
FN 702 597.5200
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Welcome to the world..

Anna Renee
Bitotti - Chavez

Arrived on

Saturday, November 4th, 2000

Congratulations
to your proud parents
Angela Bigotti, AIA

and David Chavez, AIA
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NEW AIA MEMBERS:
We are very pleased to welcome these new

members to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architect:
lames Van Compernolle, AIA

fVC Associates, lnc.
Associate:

Darryll Brandwine, Assoc. AIA
IMA Architecture Studios

Roy Burson, Assoc. AIA
IVC Associates, lnc.

Brian Chinn, Assoc. AIA
IMA Architecture Studios

Allied:
David Dewane

WestPac Construction
Ted Ciza

laynes Corporation
Lou Messer

Dooge Veneers, lnc.
Brandon Potts

CivilWorks, LLC

Knox Price
Dunn-Edwards Corp.

GiNie'Snow
CivilWorks, LLC

Monte Walker
Chief Concrete, lnc.
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2OOI AIA DUES INVOICES
PLEASE PAY ASAP

AIA National will issue membership invoices for 2001
this month and it is important thatyou returnyour dues payment
as quickly as possible.

Through the AIA system. all member dues (and

additional charges) are paid directly to AIA National. Oncc
received and proccssed through the national accounting office,
the state and local portions ofthe dues are then wire transferred
back to the Chaptcrs.

Since this system takes morc processint time. it leaves
the state and local Chaptcrs with less income during the first
two or three months of theyear. So, wc are encouraging all
members to pay thcir dues as soon as possible upon receipt of
their invoicc. This will help greatly to expedite the system and
kccp thc statc and local Chapters in the black during the first of
thc ycar.

The ducs increase that was approved by the
membership carlier thisyear will go into effect with the
2O0l invoicing.

Thc 2001 Architect renewal fces include $199.00
National, $50.00 Advertising Assessmcnt, $85.00 Nevada and
$225.00 Las Vegas - for a total of $609.00. Architects that are
new joins, do not pay the $50.00 Advcrtising Assessment, so
thcir total dues payment is $559.00.

Thc 2001 Associatc renewal fees include $87.00
National and $150.00 Las Vegas for a total of $232.00. New
mcmber Associatcs pay the same amount.

Allicd Mcmbcr renewal invoices for 2O0l were
mailed a few days ago. These dues are paid directly to the
AIA Las Vegas, and we apprcciate rece iving those payments
carly in fanuary. Allied Dues are $300.00 peryear.

AIA IVIEMBER NUMBER.S
CHANGING

AIA National is implcmcntint a new membership
databasc. This ncw systcm changes all member numbers to an

cight (8) digit numbcr. Thc new numbers have been incorporated
into thc AIA Continuing Education System databasc at the
U nivcrsity of Oklahoma, but cross - rcfcrenci nE membership
nunrbcrs (old to new) will significantly delay the recording
proccss during thc transition.

Thc AIA C.E. officc is askingyour help in expediting thc
spccd and accuracy ol applying crcdits to transcripts by

cncouraging all AIA nrcnrbcrs to bcgin using their ncw nunrber

NOW. Mcrnbcrs will rcccivc thcir ncw nuntbers along with their
2001 AIA f)ucs invoicc. ALSO,you can Ectyour new numbcr by

acccssingyour transcripts on-line at www.AIA.org <continuing
cd> undcr thc old numbe r.
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DECEMBER

AIA NATIONAL
WEBSITE CHANGE

The AlAs professional Web site e-Architect is being
replaced in lanuary 2001 with a completely new, state-of-the-art
portal site for the exclusive use of AIA members. The portal will
allow AIA members to customize their user interface to provide
lnstitute knowledge resources as well as appropriate industry
resources pulled from reputable sources worldwide. All of this
content will be delivered exactly when and how the user wishes,

right to the user's desktop.

WWW.AIA.ORG
As we move over to this new site, vital Web-site

services will become available to architects at www.aia.org during
the week o[ November 20th, 2000. These services include:
arch i tect iob positions ava i lable/sought, on- I i ne conti nui ng,

education and AIA member transcripts, industry and AIA news,

CMD proiect leads, AIA convention and events updates, the AIA
staff directory, and PIA information.

AIA NATIONAL
ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN

Asyou know, 2001 is the lastyear of the current three-
year AIA national advertising campaign. This campaign

integrates network television commercials in news and public
affairs programs with National Public Radio underwriting in the
"Morning Edition" protram, and matazine advertising in

Newsweek, Business Week and lnc. Magazine.

Because many Chapters tie into this campaign at the

local level, especially with NPR underwriting, AIA national needs

help in planning for national outreach in 2002 and beyond. Your

views are extremely important now as we assess the current

campaign and consider options for its successor.

Please contact Randy Lavigne at 895-0936 withyour
comments and suggestions regarding the national advertising
campaign,

REGIONAL ASSOCIATE
REPRESENTATIVE
APPOINTED

lason Pettigrew, Assoc. AlA, Denver, CO, has been

appointed to the Western Mountain Region Council to rePresent

Associate-level membership. His two-year term begins in lanuary

but he has already attended meetings in Washington, DC and has

been elected to a five member executive committee resPonsible

for thc direction of this newly formed nationwide effort to
provide more voice for Associate members.

The AIA Las Vegas Eoard of Directors has two

Associate Directors - Dwayne Eshenbaugh, Assoc. AlA, Director
o[ lrrtern Programs, and Alfredo Alcantar, Assoc. AlA, Associate

Dircctor. Both Dwayne and Alfredo will be communicating with

lason to relate the concerns and interests of Nevada Associates.



AIA GROWTH &

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
Michae I Crowe, AIA

The Growth Committee continues to explore the issues
o[ concern in our ever-expanding valley and to formulate
proposed ALA position statements. These statements will be
provided to the AIA Board for approval and, once approved,
they will be published and made available as a resource for all
public entities and affiliated organizations.

At the meeting on November l4th, lacob Snow, from
RTC (Regional Transportation Commission) presented'The
Future of Transportation in Southern Nevada", which provided
an overview of the growth and expansion in the Las Vegas Valley
and RTC's suggestions for resolving some of the congestion
problems and keeping up with future growth. ln addition to
widening key corridors and providing dedicated traffic lanes, the
RTC is working to provide a Bus Rapid Transit system that will
accommodate maximum passenters with ease and economy.
The "BRT" pilot proiect is a cooperative effort of the Regional
Transportation Commission, the City of North Las Vegas and the
Nevada Department o[ Transportation. The proiect is expected
to improve bus service, operations, ridership and traffic
congestion along the Las Vegas Boulevard North corridor and is
expected to be completed in 2002. A copy of lacob Snow's
presentation is available in the AIA office.

Caron Richardson, Principal, The Richardson
Partnership, presented a draft policy statement on the
"Transportation System'. This statement is being reviewed and
will be discussed and edited at the December l2th Growth
meetinE. Draft policy statements by CJruck Kubat, AIA covering
"Pedestrian Friendly Streets" and the 'Las Vegas Beltway/
Highway Construction" are currently bein6, finalized, and will
also be reviewed at the December l2th meetint.

Cary Congdon, AIA will present a draft statement
concerning the 'Assumption of Sustainable Economic Health/
Crowth- for discussion.

The AIA Growth Committee is a "hands-on" working
committee and welcomes member attendance, participation and
comments. To join the committee contact Randy Lavigne at
895-0936.

LEGISLATIVE AIFAIRS DAY
Its not too soon to start planning for our trip to Carson

City and our visits with the State Legislative members. AIA
Legislative Affairs Day has been set for Thursdql, March 6th,
200r.

We welcome ail members to ioin us. We need to show a
real presence of architects and design professionals in order to
strengthen our voice on the issues that impact the profession and
the industry. Markyour calendar and make plans to to to Carson
City. Watch for further details.

PROPOSITION 35 PASSED
VICTORY IN CALIFORNIA

The architecture and engineering community won a big
victory in California when Proposition 35 passed by a wide
margin. Current state law limits the abiliry of state agencies to
use private sector architects and eng,ineers for the design ofstate
infrastructure proiects. Proposition 35 changes that. The AIA
California Council strontly supported the measure and worked in
coalition with the ACEC and other engineering organizations to
ensure it's passate.

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
WHITE HOUSE EVENT

President Ron Skaggs, FAIA and lnstitute CEO Norman
Koonce, FAIA joined President Clinton, the Treasury and
Education Cabinet Secretaries and Minority Leaders of the House

and Senate. The occasion wasyet another opportunity to Eive a

visible push to the $25 billion bipartisan fohnson-Rangle School

Construction measure. The President thanked architects for their
strong advocacy on behalf o[ the measure and said, " I don't think
it is too much to ask during a time of record prosperity to give

$25 billion in school construction bonds."

AnrprucnN lNsunnNcn & INvpsTMENT

LORA J. PELUSO, C.P.C.U.
Branch Manager

Email: lora@pclv.com

2820W Charleston Blvd Suite D-32 o Las Vegas, lrlV 89102
Phone (702) 877-1760. FAX: (702) 877-0937

Growers of Quality Fescue, Bluerye & Bermuda Sod

A-E iod Farms
i=fp'n''

Bill Phillips 9555 Las Vegas Blvd. S, Ste. 100
Regional Sales Manager LasVegas, NV 89123
Phone (702) 897-1112 Fax (702) 897-2537
Mobrle (702) 498-8025 Pager (702) 381-7076
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