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AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

ERIC D. STRAIN, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

I was asked the other day, why I
continue to do newspaper interviews...or
why do they keep asking? The only response to why they keep
asking is... “I'm willing to answer their questions... or you can
translate that to...I keep putting my foot in my mouth.” As to why
I keep doing it, I couldn’t come up with an answer. After each one,
I receive phone calls from people who are upset because their name
was misspelled or I hear through the grapevine that people are
upset because they didn't like something I said. But every so often,
I get a letter thanking me for a comment. | guess I continue to do
them for the same reason I continue to give architectural tours of
Las Vegas. We have some damn good work here...we also have our
share of damn bad work.

I feel that both need to be discussed. If we only want
everyone to paint a rosy picture of Las Vegas and believe that
everything we're doing in Las Vegas is “great”....well,...we are only
fooling ourselves. Las Vegas has done fairly well in state
competitions over the past several years, but outside of Nevada,
the competition gets even stiffer. Take this year's, or last year's
regional awards, for example. There was a lot of grumbling about
Arizona winning the majority of awards. As much as you want to
think our work stood up...it flat out did not compare. These were
projects that captured the sense of place of Arizona, pushed building
technology and were immaculately rendered! They were not overly
flashy, or extreme cutting edge....but they had purpose and meaning
and they built on Arizona traditions dating back to Wright. They
deserved their due.

Last week, we took the office (ericStrain Architects) to
Los Angeles. While we were there, we had the opportunity to see
the Un-Private House and Living Dangerously exhibitions at the
Hammar Museum, as well as the L.A. Design Awards exhibition.
Once again the level of thought was elevated.

We can no longer live and design in a vacuum. The bar is
much higher outside this valley and we need to raise our collective
voice to raise the standard here. I'm sure there are several of you
that disagree with me and | appreciate and respect your difference
of opinion.

But, it has come to the point where we need to start some
dialogue. While in L.A., we picked up the schedule of events
surrounding the Hammar Museum. During the next three months
of the exhibitions, there are two or three events...per week!!. From
home tours, panel discussions, award tours, technology discussions,
individuals’ work, you name it...the opportunities are there for
dialogue. These were presented by local practitioners, clients and
area faculty. Yes, this was L.A., but why can't we do it here...what
research is being done at UNLV in design, environmental or
structural technology and materials? What issues can be further
discussed following the publication of "Architecture Las Vegas™?
We are building more schools and campuses than anyone but what
are we doing to advance educational technology and teaching

environments? We are the looking glass for themed
environments...are they influencing work off the strip? Our public
sector is expanding...what does it mean to do public architecture
in the Mojave Desert? Las Vegas has the downtown U.P.
Site...everyone has an opinion on what to do there...what's yours?
Culturally we are growing...what shape should these facilities
represent? What about the standards governmental bodies are
adopting? Shouldn't we, at least, be making our voices heard?
Something beyond...sure we can do that!

I'm going to continue doing tours, taking museum groups
to some of the best projects and offices in town. I'm going to
continue to answer the questions about which firms are doing

good work. I'll continue to give a listing of firms to prospective
clients, even if we don't get short-listed. I'm going to give tours to
outside reporters asking about Las Vegas. What is also going to
happen is that names will be misspelled (I don't get the opportunity
to review stories, books, etc., until a final copy is in my hands...no
matter what you are told.) Good projects by all firms will be noted
and if asked about a project...I will answer the question and the
entire context of the discussion won't be aired...only a small sound-
bite.

I would expect nothing less of you. So if this makes you
upset...or happy...or excited...let's talk about where Las Vegas is
headed. If we don't and we settle for being behind the scenes, we
can count on someone else doing - other component of our
profession. Just watch a planning cciiuiizsion meeting...who is
talking about what is right for our communities. For the most part
it is not architects! But attorneys.

If not us...rest assured someone else will! | welcome your
thoughts on this...Las Vegas in general...or even my work.

Let’s rumble.

NEW AIA MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members
to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.
Architect:
Stephen Mark Petsch, AIA
JMA Architecture Studios
Allied:
Rod Chamberlain
.M. Lynne
Mollie Friedlander
Western Technologies, Inc.
Ann Harville
Chief Concrete, Inc.

BRIEFS:

Converse Consultants has added Jeff Tawakoli, P.E. to
their Las Vegas office as the new Materials Engineer.
Congratulations to Barbara Ginoulias, who has been promoted to
the position of Assistant Director of the Current Planning
Division of Clark County’s Department of Comprehensive
Planning. Ninyo and Moore is providing observation and
materials testing services in support of Carter Burgess for the
City of Las Vegas Nellis Boulevard Sewer project.



AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

ANGELA BIGOTTI, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

The AIA Western International
SUMMIT 2000 Conference was held in
Sun Valley, Idaho, September 21-23. This mega-conference took the
place of the Annual Western Mountain Region Conference. AIA
Idaho hosted this conference for the chapters of Alaska, Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, Oregon,
Utah, Washington, Wyoming, Guam, Hong Kong, Western Canada,
and Mexico. The design awards programs were divided, with awards
being presented for Western Mountain Region and the Pacific
Northwest Awards on Friday night and the Summit Awards on
Saturday night. Congratulations to Tate and Snyder Architects for
their Regional Award for the CCSN project.

The seminar theme of the SUMMIT, “Exploring the Spirit
in Architecture”, involved many discussions on Sustainable Design,
and Nature. Keynote speakers included Douglas Cardinal, Victor
Legorreta, Arthur Erickson, and Tao Ho. One of the most effective
seminars was presented by panelists, Douglas Cardinal, John Paul
Jones, and Peter Ker Walker. The discussion covered a wide range
of perceptions of how architecture can and should honor nature.
Most intriguing is Douglas Cardinal’s perception and conviction that
each structure must symbolize mankind's respect for himself, for his
community, and nature (designing from the inside out). 1 find some
convention seminars, such as this one, to be particularly inspiring
to re-focus on our ideals as architects. Many of us were inspired
somehow early in our lives by the intrigue of how architecture effects
or “shapes” our lives. We are so fortunate each time we begin
conceptualizing a design to have the opportunity to not only create
a beautiful “object” but to create an experience that is rooted in its
context, supporting rather than controlling the surrounding. As
architects in Nevada, with wide open space and manageable climates,
we can be encouraged by seminars such as this to incorporate nature
as an integral part of the concept of a building to avoid a segregation
of the interior and exterior experiences.

With this year coming to an end, there are not many issues
that have gone unsaid at this point. We are continuing our efforts to
be proactive with all of our legislative efforts and I urge you to contact
our legislative representatives with comments and concerns as we
continue to work with our Lobbyist, Fred Hillerby, in preparing for
the session this spring.

In the meantime, | will be starting my new quest in
parenthood in November, so if you think this message is brief, wait
‘til you see the next one! Until then, Happy Thanksgiving!

The AIA Las Vegas Forum is edited and produced
monthly by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director, AIA Nevada / AIA
Las Vegas. Responses to content are welcomed. Editorial and
advertising materials are due to the AlA office by the 10th of
each month, preceding publication.

Our new publication will give voice and visibility to the
profession of architecture in Las Vegas. It is designed to educate,
inspire and promote public interest in architectural excellence while
showcasing and honoring the best architecture in Las Vegas.

To accomplish these goals there must be an increased
communication between the members of the architectural
community and the AIA Editorial Advisory Board. We hope that all
members will participate by making suggestions and presenting
ideas for articles and features, or by raising questions and concerns
that need to be discussed. An active and vital dialogue is essential.
Make your suggestions to the advisory board by contacting Randy
Lavigne at 895-0936.

The current members of the Editorial Advisory Board are
Homer Rissman, AIA, Rissman & Rissman Architects, Jose Gamez,
Assistant Professor, UNLV School of Architecture, Steven van Gorp,
Planning Coordinator for the City of Las Vegas, Randy Lavigne,
Executive Director, AlA Las Vegas and Phil Hagen, Editor,
Architecture Las Vegas and Las Vegas Life Magazines.

Editorial content for the premier issue will has been
determined and showcase the recipients of the prestigious 2000
AlA Nevada Design Awards and the AIA Nevada Service Awards. In
addition, Architecture Las Vegas will take a serious look at
current architectural issues facing our growing city. Some of the
country's most noted architectural writers and authorities will lend
their talents to the articles and features in the magazine.

Architecture Las Vegas will be produced as a fine
quality, collectable annual publication. It will be mailed to the
subscribers of Las Vegas Life along with the January 2001 issue and
receive full newsstand and bookseller distribution in the greater Las
Vegas region and across the United States. Public libraries in all 50
states will have the opportunity to order Architecture Las Vegas,
and AlA Las Vegas will provide an issue to each member statewide.

May | encourage all members of AIA - Architectural and
Allied firms to be a part of this historic inaugural issue. Contact
one of the Architecture Las Vegas representatives today. Advertisers
in both Architecture Las Vegas and Las Vegas Life magazine will
receive a special frequency discount. Rates for inserts, gatefolds,
and pop-up cards will be quoted upon request. Other custom
services include reprints and laminated display easels.

DEADLINES

Advertising Space Closes:

November 10, 2000

November 14, 2000
January I, 2001

Artwork Closes:
Publication Date:

REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS

Claire Smith - (702) 990-2409

Vince Durocher - (702) 990-2450
Elaina Bhattacharyya - (702) 990-2452
Julie Doust - (702) 990-2436
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AIA GROWTH &

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Michael Crowe, AIA

Last month, we discussed the committee’s on-going
efforts to develop a booklet of policy statements which AIA can
use to express our positions on growth issues in Southern
Nevada. Additionally we noted that the committee would be
interfacing with AIA Nevada regarding Legislative positions that
evolve from our work.

The Growth Committee previously presented our policy
on Parks and Recreation Facilities to the Southern Nevada
Strategic Planning Authority. At our September 12, 2000 Growth
Committee Meeting, working toward the completion of our
policy booklet, the following assignments were given to
committee members.

Topics & Committee Assignments

I Need for unified master plan process.
Michael Crowe, Dick Danielson, Gene Pasinski

2. Assumption of sustainabie economic health/growth
Gary Congdon

3. Neighborhood quality/liability
Gene Pasinski, Chuck Kubat

4. Design quality for public and private Architecture
Dick Danielson

5. Sustainability of basic systems, energy efficiency and

alternative energy resources.
Dick Danielson
6. Schools (size, accessibility or location)
Dale Scheideman
7. Parks / Open space standards
Jim Veltman
8. Transportation
Caron Richardson
A. Accessibility for all parts of Population
Chuck Kubat

B. Highway design, Landscaping, Funding,fit use,
etc.
C. Transit
D. Trail Systems
E. Bicycle Systems
F. Pedestrian issues (i.e. traffic calming
safety, etc.)
9. Redevelopment / Infill of urbanized areas
Gene Pasinski, Dale Scheideman, John LaSpaluto
9. Sensitivity to natural settings
10. Others as needed

At our scheduled October 24, 2000 meeting the
committee will review Chuck Kubat's draft statement on Highway
and Beltway design. Chuck is also very interested in alternative
transportation systems development. Any AIA members who
would like to join the AIA Las Vegas Growth Committee please
contact Michael Crowe- 456-3000 or Randy Lavigne-895-0936.

H.R. 3766 AND S.284l:
TRUTHFULNESS, RESPONSIBILITY
AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN
CONTRACTING (TRAC) ACT

Legislation introduced by Rep. Albert Wynn (D-Md.)
with 203 co-sponsors would freeze the award of any further
government contracts and is designed to in-source or return
work to government employees. The bill would prevent any
further use of private sector resources by federal agencies as
well as put a hold on currently contracted activities to
determine if they could be done more cost effectively by the
public sector. A similar bill has been introduced by Sen.
Chuck Robb (D-Va.)

If passed, this bill would severely reduce government
contract work for architects and engineers. Federal agencies
manage and coordinate the design process but look to the
specialized expertise of private sector architects and
engineers to perform the actual design work. Recently, the
General Accounting Office (GAO) estimated that there is a
$4 billion backlog in “repair and alteration work that need(s)
to be completed at federal buildings.” Thus, not only would
H.R. 3766 cripple many private sector firms who supply these
valuable services, it would make it impossible for federal
agencies to complete needed repairs to ensure the
modernization and safety of federal facilities.

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION &
MODERNIZATION

One in three schools across the country is in serious
disrepair or suffering from extreme overcrowding. The AIA
urges Congress to pass legislation that will provide tax-credit
bonds for school modernization and renovation. Tax credit
bonds emphasize federal support rather than federal control
over local school districts requesting assistance.

H.R. 3590 AND S. 3122: THE ADA
NOTIFICATION ACT

Legislation has been introduced by Rep. Mark Foley
(R-Fla.) and Rep. E. Clay Shaw (R-Fla.) designed to block an
outbreak of lawsuits aimed at businesses under the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA). The bill would require that a
plaintiff provide a business notice that they are allegedly in
violation of the ADA and provide them 90 days to correct
such alleged violations before a suit may be filed. A smilar
bill has been introduced in the Senate by Tim Hutchinson (R-
Ark.)

The application of the ADA lacks clear and specific
requirements on how to design structures that comply with
the law. Noncompliance with the ADA can result in liability
that severely undermines the intent of the law. Money spent
on the ADA should be spent on increasing access, not in
litigation



