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AIA Nev ada
Architectural Firm Award 2000
KGA Architecture, f nc.

The AIA Nevada Architectural Firm Award for 2000 was presented to
KGA Architecture, lnc. at the AIA Nevada Design Awards Banquet on
september 9th in Reno, NV. (l to r) lim Lord, AtA, Brad schulz, AtA, Geor6,e
Garlock, AlA, Ed Kittrell, AlA, lim Mickey, AlA, president AIA Northern NevaJa,
Rick Romito' Associatc AlA, and Dave Brom, AlA. See complete story of thc excitint
evening on pates 6 & 7.
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ARCHITECTURE WEEK IN LAS VEGAS
October 7th - l5th
A celebration of art, architecture and our buitt environment.



III
AIA IAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ERIC D. STRAIN, AIA
PRES'DENI, AIA IAS VECAS

WHAT TO WRITE ABOUT?

last Saturday, I was asked to sit in on reviews for the UNLV
School o[Architecture "Downtown Studio" at the 5th Street School.
Approximately l0 students have taken advantage of a unique
situation, spending a semester in the heart of our city, working on

proiects in their immediate context.
The iury took place amid a parade along 5th Street, a slgr

filled with cranes and a port-a-potty being hoisted down the side
of a building. There, amonE the business people, homeless, and

those living in the area, and in the shadows of the recently completed
Federal Courts, the students developed their proiects. This is an

opportunity I would guess few of them have experienced. The quality

of the work reflected their experience. The drawing,s, not computer

drawings, expressed their understanding o[ the environment and

their reactions to being "in" the environment, not iust casually

encountering it. I felt luclgl to have been asked to be included in
their presentations. The work was amonE the best UNLV has

achieved (it would have been higher without all the palm trees).

I wish them success flor the rest of the semester. I only hope this is

a protram UNLV can continue, but at least remove the trees.

Congratulations to lim Mickey, Mark lohnson and loan

feffers and their committee on the recent Design Awards Program.

They all created a very successful event, and if I heard them right

we can count on being back up there in twoyears. The Nevada

Board is looking into holdingAlA Nevada Awards eachyear. This

will replace our having to do AIA Las Vegas Awards in the odd

years. A special thanks toes out to KGA, who received the

Architectural Firm Award, for their contribution to the AIA Las

Vegas Scholarship Endowment Fund. Their generosi$ will provide

more students with the financial ability to Pursue their dreams. I

was particularly excited to see Klai::luba receive the Patron Award.

What they provide to the students and the profession needed to be

recognized. Between these two firms, all the others who have

contributed to the Scholarship Fund and the new studios, the future

of UNLV is beginning to look brighter.

T he AtA Las Vegas Forum is edited and produced

monthly by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director, AIA Nevada / AIA

Las Vegas. Responses to content are welcomed. Editorial and

advertising materials are due to the AIA office by the l)th of
each month, preceding publication.

NEW AIA MEMBERS:
We are very pleased to welcome these new members

to the AIA Las Veg,as Chapter.

Associate:
Cene Paul Pasinski, Assoc. AIA

Clark County Planning Department
Allied:

Bruce Bowman
Ninyo & Moore Geotechnical

fohn Chase
P.T. Burke & Associates, lnc.

Paul Horn
Pinnacle Distribution Concepts

BRIEFS:
Congratulations and best wishes are in order for

Robin (Snyder)Treston, Assoc. AIA and fohn Treston,
AlA, who were married on August 25, 2000. Also, congrats

to Martin Hayes, consulting architect with SASC for passing

the CCS exam. Samuel D. Palmer, President elect of the

ASCE Nevada Section, has recently been elevated to the Ievel

of 'Fellow- within ASCE. The WLB Group has been chosen

by Clark County Real Property Management to provide civil
engineering, landscape architecture, and construction

administration services for the Silver Bowl Park. Fintan

Gaffney has ioined Ninyo & Moore as Director of their

Materials Division. Also, best wishes to ferry Vielma,
Assoc. AIA who is undergoing knee replacement surgery and

will be in rehabilitation for the next several weeks.

The Las Vegas Spring,s Preserve (LVSP)

Las Vegas Valley Water District (LVVWD)
is rcquesting, Statement of Qualifications
(SOQ) for providing design, construction

and special professional services for
buildings, interpretive elements and
landscaping to be submitted by l2:00

noon, MondaY, October 30,2000.

The LVSP mission is -Io 
Prese rve and manage the

cu!tural, biological and water resources of the
Las Vegas Springs Archaeological Site, and to

promot; sustainable tife in the Moiave Desert by

integrating environmentally sensitive design and

conservation, through demonstration, education
and research."

The estimate construction value for these design
areas is $ll0 million. The primary services shall

include prepa.ring schematic design, design
development and construction documents,

including plans, specifications, renderings,
scaled models and cost estimates. Complete

details will be available after October 7,2000 on

our website at www.lvsPringsPreserve'org'
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AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ANGEIA BIGOTTI, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

Thisyear was AIA Nevada's

first "to" at alternating the location of
the Annual Awards Ceremony between Northern Nevada and Las

Vegas and the swap was successful. On behalf of AIA Nevada

members, sincere appreciation Eoes out to f im Mickey, Mark

lohnson and loan feffers who did an outstanding iob at planning

the details and coordinating the event.

This was also the firstyear since I have been active in AIA

that there was a stront balance of attendees from Northern Nevada

and Las Vegas. There was an impressive turnout of 70 members

from Las Vegas and a total attendance o[ over 200 for the event.

Our hope is that we can encourate more Northern Nevada

members to particiPate nextyear when the event is hosted in Las

Vegas. Other than thisyear, AIA Las Vegas has traditionally

burdened the task of coordinating the entire event. For future

Awards Banquets, the AIA Nevada Board o[ Directors has voted to

change the responsibility of the Banquet coordination to be in the

hands of the State Chapter president. This will begin nextyear

with Ed Vance as our President and Chairman.

Regarding the award entries, our iury thisyear

emphasized the importance o[ "continuill of design intent with the

design solution" and specifically noted the importance of
contextual solutions. They also pointed out that they tried not to

be influenced by "trendy" material and forms. lt was interestinE to

hear an explanation of the merits ofeach proiect that received an

award. With so many awards Protrams available today, it is
becoming clear that it's not iust what these buildings look like.

The juries are all unique and the proiects need to be presented

with that in mind whether it is a iury o[ architectural critics who

will be more theoretical and concePtually critical or a group of

iurors that are judging based on material use, enerty conservation,

etc., for other more specific award programs.

ln addition to the architecture and service awards for our

members, f im and Mark initiated a Bravo Awards program for

Northern Nevada contractors, sub-contractors, interior designers,

and patron. This recognition of those industries really benefits the

AlA, and goes a long way in our effort to associate and support

these professionals, who assist us in improving relationships and

ultimately to realize better architecture. lt is important to Point
out that these awards are given specifically to people or firms who

have supported architecture in the communig. This will hopefully

encourate more teaming with a specific end goal to achieve

excellence in architecture as a team and with a committment to

improving the quali$ of life in the community together. Too often,

architecture is low on the list of priorities in the development of
proiects, with budEet, schedule and profit taking the place of good

design instead of being part of good design'

Congratulations to all the award winners. Once again,

thankyou to Northern Nevada and we'll seeyou all in Las Vegas for

AIA Nevada Awards 2001.

Architecture
LAS VEGAS

Production of the first issue of ARCHITECTURE IAS

WGAS is progressing nicely. Our noru publication will provide a

forum for the expression of new visions for Americas most unique

and fastest growing ci!l. Designed to educate, inspire and promote

public interest in architectural excellence while showcasing and

honoring the best architecture in las Vegas, Architecture Las

Vegas will set the tone and foundation for future generations of

architects to follow.

Architecture Las Vegas will be produced as a fine

eualiry, collectable annual publication. lt will be mailed to the

subsclibers ol t-as Vegas life along with the lanuary 2001 issue and

receive full newsstand and bookseller distribution in the greater las

Vegas region and across the United States. Thats a 365-day shelf

life. Public libraries in all 50 states will have the opportuni! to

order Architecture Las Vegas, and AIA Las Vegas will provide an

issue to each member statewide.

A distinguished editorial advisory board has been formed

between Al,{ and Lzs Vegas Life magazine to determine the editorial

content and design. Winners of the prestigious 2000 ALA Nryada

Design Auards as well as the 2000 AIA Nerada Service Awards will

be showcased along with the novs and important ALA ryents'

Architccture Las Vegas will take a serious look at current

architectural issues facing our g,ronring communities and cities'

Some of the country's most noted architectural writers and

authorities will lend their tatents to the articles and features in the

magazine.

Advertisers in both Architecture Las Vegas and l-as

Vegas Lifemagazine will receive a special frequency discount' Rates

foi inserts, gatefolds, and pop-up cards will be quoted upon

request. Other custom services include reprints and laminated

display easels. May I encourage all members of AIA - Architectural

and Allied firms to be a part of this historic inaugural issue.

Contact one of the Architecture Las Vegas representatives today'

Advertising Space Closes:
November !0. 2000

Artwork Closes: Novembcr 14, 2OOO

Publication Date: lanuarY l,2OOl

Claire Smith - (7O21 990-2409

Vince Durocher - 17O2l 99O'2450

Elaina Bhattacharyya - (7O21 99O-2452

lulie Doust - 17O2l 990-2436
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AIA GROWTH &
LEG IS TATIVE
AFFAI RS
Michael Crowe, AIA

Last month we noted in the AIA Crowth Committee
newsletter that the topic would be the activities of the Southern
Nevada Regional Planning Coalition. We have decided to
postpone this discrjssion for a different topic.

For the lastyear and a halfwe have been working toward
developing a product which will express the AIAs views
regarding growth issues in the valley. Following a long debate
concerning what form this product should take, we determined it
should be a collection of policy statements which can be adopted
by the board and utilized as a tool to express AIA positions on
growth and other issues in Southern Nevada. We intend to seek
the endorsement of organizations such as the SNASIA (Southern
Nevada American Society of Landscape Architects), NAIOP
(National Association oi lndustrial and Office Properties), ApA
(American Planning Association), ULI (Urban Land lnstitute),
and the CCSD (Clark County School District). lt is note wortlgr
that these troups are represented by members of the AIA Crowth
Committee.

The completed 'AlA Crowth Policy Statements' packet
can and will be distributed to all governmental agencies,
commissions, councils, legislators, mayors and others. This is of
particular importance since in 1999 the AIA Las Vegas Board
combined the AIA Legislative and Crowth Committees.

Chuck Kubat, AlA, Gary Congdon, AlA, And Michael
Crowe, AIA have been working together to orynize this large
task. At our last meeting, Chuck presented a list of suggested
areas of concern and an outline for drafting individual policy
statements. Additionally, Randy Lavigne has distributed copies
of AIA Nevada position statements to committee members.
Following discussion, members of the committee were assigned
topics and asked to write draft statements. These draft
statements will be reviewed, edited and approved at upcomint
committee meetings.

As each policy statement is completed and approved by
the board we will interface with the legislative efforts of AIA
Nevada. We are moving ahead and invite anyone interested in
our committees activities to attend our next meeting which will
be held on October 17, at 5:30PM at the UNLV AIA Office.

ApreRrcnN lNsunnNcr & INvSSTMENT

LORA J. PELUSO, C.P.C.U.
Branch Manager

Email: lora@pclv.com

2820 W Charleston Blvd Suite D-32 . Las Vegas, NV 89102
Phone: (702) 877-1760 o FAX: (702) 877-0937

AIA GROWTH COMMITTEE
TOPICS OF CONCERN FOR DRAFT

POSITION STATEMENTS

l. Need for unifi ed master plan process.
2. Assumption oI sustainable economic health/

growth.
3. Neighborhood qual ityllivabi lity.
4. Design quality for public and private

architecture.
5. Sustainability of basic systems - Ener6y

efficiency and alternative energy
reso u rc es.

6. Public facility / infrastructure adequacy.
7. Schools (size, accessibility or location,

etc. ).
8. Parks and open space standards.
9. Transportation

a. Accessibility for all parts of
pop u lat ion.

b. Highway design, landscapin6,,
funding, fit, use, etc.

c. Transit
d. Trail Systems
e. Bicycle systems
f. Pedestrian issues (i.e. traffic

calming, safety, etc.)
10. Redevelopment / infill of urbanized areas.
ll. Sensitivity to natural settings.
12. Others as needed.

lfyou have an interest in any of these areas, or
suggestions for others, and would like to participate
as a member of the AIA Growth and Legislative
Affairs Committee, please contact Michael Crowe, -
456-3000 or Randy Lavigne at 895-0936.

ARCHITECTURAT DRAFTER
TEMPORARY POSITION

UNLV Department of Planning and Construction
has a temporary position for an

architectural drafter.
Responsibilities include, preparing detailed

drawing,s using AutoCAD.
Receive, verify arrd update record drawings
and refernece data fi les on completion of

- construction proiects.

Please Contact Sharon King
UNLV Department of Planning & Construction

Phone E95-1E46


































