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September 9th, 6:30PM
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Plan your Design Awards Weekend in Reno, Pages 8 & 9

SPECIAL NOTICE:

AlA Las Vegas and Las Vegas Life Magazine will host an reception
on Tuesday, August ISth at 6:PM (Location to be confirmed) to announce
the publication of the first ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS Magazine. Join
us and be a part of this most significant event for the AIA Las Vegas
Chapter. See page 3 for details.
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ERIC D. STRAIN, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

For years, various groups have
tried to bring art to Las Vegas, but the
overriding argument has not been... “do we need it?" but “where
will we put it?" Not too long ago people finally stopped hedging
their bets with “Why do we need Kulture here, we have Sigfreid &
Roy....what other Kulture could we possibly need?” Now the debate
centers on “where”. If we put a cultural center in Summerlin, the
people living in Green Valley wouldn't go and vice versa. In the
past few years, there has been a desire to put the center downtown,
but again.... everybody, myself included, had an idea of where it
should go...near the library...postoffice at City Hall....5th Street
School...Main & Charleston...or the U.P. Site.

With all the various agendas and no willingness to
compromise, an Arts District is still the warm breeze that ruffles
the newspaper at Einstein’s Bagels on Sundays. As I talk about the
last trip to L.A. / Santa Monica and the wonderful day spent at
Bergamot Station, something desired but in a faint memory. The
outcome of all this discussion has been a little bit of this over
there and a little bit of that right here...Maybe, that's all it should
or will ever be! But then....

Reading the newspaper one comes across the
announcement of the Guggenheim opening a museum designed by
Rem Koolhaas at the Venetian with the “Zen of the Motorcycle” as
the opening exhibit designed by Frank Gehry. Further reading
discussed the Bellagio re-opening of their Gallery with the Phillips
Collection and the soon to be departed Desert Inn being resurrected
with the “Wynn Collection”. Hope springs eternal! A real live art
“district” right in the heart of The Strip!!l!

Now I've always dreamed the district would cater to locals
somewhere off the Strip, but I'm ready to compromise and say “damn
the torpedoes, full steam ahead!” Besides whoever goes to an arts
district in your own home city? It's really for the tourists.....isn't
it? You don't buy art locally...nobody in your place of residence
could possible be making a name for themselves. It's much more
exciting to buy the work out of town while on vacation.

So, I'm all for the museums and galleries on the Strip. |
can’t wait to have friends come to town and see the “Zen of the
Motorcycle”. Then we will have something to talk about because I
will have gone to L.A. to see the same show because I'm on vacation.

If you happen to find yourself in L.A. during August, stop
by Bergamot Station. There are two shows worth seeing. One is a
solo show in the Mark Moore Gallery. A young artist using a vivid
color air-brush technique and the other is a group show at The
Krull Gallery featuring a 7" tall purplish jellyfish. Both shows express
the delight of color and it's ability to caress your mood. I believe
the artists names are YeK and Wayne Littlejohn.

If you can't get to L.A., look them up here...they are both
Las Vegas artists....but then again it's better on vacation.

NEW AIA MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members
to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architects:
Paul Martin, AIA
Matrix Construction Consulting, Inc.
Associates:
Wade Takashima, Assoc. AIA
W.A. Designs
Allied:
Mike Anzelc
Beers Construction Company
Gregory DeSart
Geotechnical & Environmental Services, Inc.
Bob Dillender
Ceramic Tile International
Stephen Foreman
Spectrum Insulated Steel Panels, Inc.
James Meza
Huttig Building Products

BRIEFS:

We bid a final and reluctant farewell to Eric
Anderson, AIA who is leaving us to become the Director of
Space Planning and Capitol Budget for the City University of
New York System. The system comprises of 20 campuses
and 200,000 students. (CUNY). Congratulations, Eric. We
wish you the best. Congratulations also to Richard
Youngblood, AIA on opening his own firm. Likewise, to
Stacey Giannaccini, Assoc. AIA (formally with Lucchesi
Galati Architects) who is establishing her own firm. Leo A.
Daly has been selected for the addition to and renovation of
the Librace Museum, located at 1775 East Tropicana Avenue.
Ninyo & Moore has been retained for the CCSD Jack Lund
Schofield Middle School Project. The WLB Group is
responsible for Construction Management of The Nature
Center, Phase | of Clark County’s Wetlands Park. If you're
looking for Pat Deputy he is now with Frazee Paint &
Wallcovering.

Patrick (Pat) Deputy, CSI, CDT
Architectural Representative

FRAZEE PAINT & WALLCOVERING

5280 South Valley View, Suite D
las Vegas, NV 89118
702.895.9800

FAX 702.597.5200

Mobile: 702.461.4075
e-mail: pdeputy@frazee.com
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ANGELA BIGOTTI, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

Our AIA Nevada Design
Awards are right around the corner. And
it is an ideal time to widen back and
notice the current waves of architécture. As well, where may it lead
in the future? Along these lines, there is a pattern occurring in the
current dialogue of architectural media, questioning the
disappearance and/or disregard of the “box” in contemporary
architecture. The recent media publications state thought-provoking
position letters and articles worthy of some discussion.

In general, when speaking just of a "box” with a direct
historical reference, it is fair to say that today architects are intrigued
with much more than just the “box". At the same time, there still
are those who believe that the "box" is the simple, elegant approach
to solving the problem and that architecture most often praised
today is a sculptural whimsy of meaningless form making.

With either approach, the fact remains that as architects
we inevitably take on the responsibility of shaping experience with
our buildings, good or bad. Either approach then can fail or
succeed. When the “box” is left underdeveloped, brutally insensitive
and without order, or when the “sculpture” is overdone with arbitrary
form and cosmetics, each fails to provide the integrity of a valuable
experiential essence that stands the test of time. Since the time
when Modernism and Post Modernism were at their peak, we can
look back and identify the successful buildings of those times. Those
buildings that were not knock-offs but rather original and innovative
solutions responding to context, climate, technology, theory and
experience, are timeless and well respected buildings of today. On
the other hand, our streets are filled more often with the bad
attempts of each era, resulting in dishonest facades that don't even
reach the basic fundamental architectural lessons of proportion and
balance.

Architecture in Nevada is clearly progressing over the
years. It is important in this time of fast growth and fruitful
opportunities to question the present nature of architecture in
Nevada when experimentation and pushing the envelope of formal
expression is becoming more and more prevalent. Inspired by
renowned designers such as Coop Himmelblau, Morphosis, Frank
Gehry and others, are we, as a whole, understanding the intentions
beneath the beauty and applying depth of meaning, experience and
innovative-ness? In the search for unique and striking architecture
for the future of Nevada, we need to continue to discipline ourselves
not to sell solutions short of integrity by only replicating the
cosmetics of magazine photos forgetting to read and learn from
the written reasoning behind those pretty pictures. Naturally, like
each era, we are contributing a portion of both the rigorous and
less than rigorous approaches to Nevada's face. The danger lies in
that, once everyone understands on a superficial level how to achieve
the “catchy image” of what is accepted as the current trend in
architecture today, without deliberately integrating the innovation
and sincerity of a meaningful architecture, we end up with accidental
and short-lived imposters for today's era. Continued on Page 12

ARCHITECTURE
LAS VEGAS

AlA and LAS VEGAS LIFE LAUNCH
NEW DESIGN MAGAZINE

Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

One of the long-time goals of AIA Las Vegas has been to
publish a “design magazine”.....a quality publication that features the
structures and designers that are unique to this special city. Across
the country, other AIA Chapters have done it. Outstanding examples
include TEXASARCHITECTURE,... ARCHITECTURE
MINNESOTA..... and BOSTON DESIGN.....as well as many others.
But there is no publication (and never has been) in Nevada that
explores the design world exclusive to our unusual desert community.
Now, finally after years of searching for the right partnership, we are
delighted to announce that our goal is becoming a reality.

Thanks to the Greenspun Media Group and Las Vegas
Life Magazine, AlA Las Vegas will join with Las Vegas Life to
produce ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS, the first design
publication of it's kind in the state of Nevada.

To officially announce and celebrate this wonderful event
AlA Las Vegas and Las Vegas Life will host a Reception (Location to
be confirmed) on Tuesday, August ISth at 6PM. Please mark that date
and plan to attend. AIA members and all members of the
architectural and design community are invited. Please RSVP to the
AIA LV office at 895-0936.

The first issue of ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS will be
packaged as a “special edition” with the December issue of Las Vegas
Life Magazine. This first issue will be a special holiday gift for our
AIA members and will be provided to Las Vegas Life subscribers and
available on newsstands throughout the United States by December
Ist. The issue will feature the winning projects from this years AIA
Nevada Design Awards and the recipients of the AIA Nevada Service
Awards.

Member firms and associated businesses and organizations
throughout the architectural, design and construction community will
have an opportunity to be a part of this special publication through
especially designed advertising and public relations features. Watch
for additional information on these opportunities.

Your invitation to the ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS
Reception on August ISth is in the mail right now. Be sure to RSVP
and join us in celebrating this dream come true for all the members
of AIA Las Vegas.

The AIA Forum is edited and produced monthly by Randy
Lavigne, Executive Director, AIA Nevada / AIA Las Vegas.
Responses to content are welcomed. Editorial and advertising
materials are due to the AIA office by the 10th of each month,
preceding publication.
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AIA GROWTH &
LEGISLATIVE
AFFAIRS

Michael Crowe, AIA

AIA NEVADA JOINS THE
PRO-EDUCATION ALLIANCE
TO FIGHT THE PROPOSED

4% BUSINESS TAX

On April 5, 2000, the Teachers’ Union filed an initiative
petition with the secretary of state’s office. The initiative which
is entitled “The Nevada Tax Fairness and Quality School Funding
Accountability Act” contains 59 sections in its’ 22 pages.

Since the structure and requirements stated in the
initiative raise many concerns and will definitely impact anyone
doing business in the state, AIA Nevada is joining forces with
the Nevada Pro-Education Alliance, a coalition that is being
formed to fight this initiative. The Las Vegas and Reno
Chambers of Commerce are coordinating the coalition’s
activities.

The following is an exerpt from a letter from Donald
“Pat” Shalny, President, Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce which
addresses these concerns:

A few days ago you received a newsletter from the
Teachers’ Union promoting their 4% business income tax plan.
The Teacher’s Union accuses the business community of not
supporting education because we oppose their special-interest
tax proposal that will permanently damage the economic health
of our state. The Teachers’ Union uses emotional statements like
“quality schools” and “kids counting on us” but don't be fooled.
The union is not concerned about quality education. Their
mission, according to their own published statements, is to
advance the economic security of its members.

The Chamber, as well as the Nevada Taxpayers
Association and other responsible organizations, have examined
the union’s tax proposal in depth. And no matter how the union
tries to shape their arguments, their tax proposal does the
following:

* Raises 1/4 billion dollars with zero accountability of your
income.

Creates a Nevada IRS where your personal information will be
shared with the federal IRS.

* Destroys economic diversification and your business
development.

Most importantly, it avoids real educaiton reform.

No matter how you feel about education, the union’s tax
proposal is damaging to all residents of Nevada. It is bad tax
policy and it ties the hands of our representatives to make
educated choices of where our tax dollars shculd be spent.

The Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce took the lead by
joining together hundreds of parents, business owners,
organizations and other concerned citizens to be one voice
opposing this new tax. Today, the group is known as the Nevada
Pro-Education Alliance. The main goal of the alliance is to fight
the union’s new tax. Moreover, the alliance will be

aggressively working to pass real education reform during the
2001 Legislative Session.

The Nevada Pro-Education Alliance supports:
Guaranteeing that government spend within its limits before
raising new taxes.

* Quality education reform that addresses the educational needs
of our children.

Stopping special interest unions from dictating tax policy to
Nevada voters. _

* Implementing higher salaries for teachers who excel.

* Supporting meaningful class-size reduction.

Promoting competency testing for all teachers.

No one cares more about Nevada's education system
than the businesses that depend on it. Your Chamber has been
the leader in securing funds to pay for school construction and
academic programs, as well as school-to-career opportunities.
You, as a business owner, contribute everyday to the children of
our state. As supporters of education, we constantly welcome the
opportunity to work with groups, parents, teachers and elected
officials to solve the challenges we face, but we didn't have the
opportunity. The union’s announcement of their tax plan last May
was the first we heard about the union’s need for help.

As a business communal, we must pull together and
work as a community to solve any challenge that comes before
us. We must remember that we, as parents and taxpayers, are
charged with the task of making sure no special interest union
dictates tax policy to the hard working citizens of our state.

We welcome you to support the efforts of the Nevada
Pro-Education Alliance.

To join the Alliance and/or make a contribution to
support the efforts of the Pro-Education Alliance, call 615-
5018.

LICENSED IN FLORIDA?

New Law Creates Reporting Nightmare

A law recently enacted by the State of Florida has the
potential for adversely affecting all architects who are registered by
that State. The new law requires a monitoring system to be in place
by July 1,2002 to determine each licensee’s continuing education
status.

*

There are concerns that the new requirement could impose
duplicative reporting requirements on architects and providers, and
have a detrimental effect on the AIA Continuing Education System
(CES). If strictly interpreted, the new law does not recognize AIA/
CES as a monitoring entity.

For instance, AlA Las Vegas routinely holds luncheons and
programs that grant continuing education credits. For attendees who
are licensed in Florida, AIA LV would be required to report the
program and their participation directly to the State of Florida within
five days in order for them to receive credit in that state. Also, the
out-of-state license holders (architects) would be required to
document and report any “self-study” classes or programs within the
five day limit in order to receive credit.

The AlA national component is working in collaboration
with AlA Florida to launch a campaign urging Florida to reexamine
it's new rules and improve the reporting systems’ implementation. A
full briefing on this issue is available through the AIA Las Vegas
office, or on-line through http:/Avww.e-architect.com



