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The AIA Nevada
2000 D es ign
& Service Awards
Hosted by AIA Northern Nevada
September 9th,6:30PM
fohn Ascuata's Nugget Hotel
Sparks, NV

Plan your Design Awards Wee kend in Re no, Pages 6 & 9

SPECIAL NOTICE:
AIA Las Vegas and las Vegas Life Magazine will host an reception

on Tuesday, August l5th at 6:PM (Location to be confirmed) to announce
the publication of the first ARCHITECTURE tAS VEGAS Magazine. loin
us and be a part of this most significant event for the AIA las Vegas
Chapter. See page 3 for details.
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AIA IAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ERIC D. STRAIN, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA IAS VEGAS

For years, various groups have
tried to bring art to Las Vegas, but the
overriding artument has not been... 'do we need it?" but "where
will we put it?" Not too long ago people finally stopped hedging
their bets with "Why do we need Kulture here, we have SighAd &
Roy....what other Kulture could we possibly need?" Now the debate
centers on "where". If we put a cultural center in Summerlin, the
people living in Green Valley wouldn't go and vice versa. ln the
past fewyears, there has been a desire to put the center downtown,
but again.... everybody, myself included, had an idea of where it
should to...near the library...postoffice at City Hall....5th Street
School...Main & Charleston...or the U.p. Site.

With all the various agendas and no willingness to
compromise, an Arts District is still the warm breeze that ruffles
the newspaper at Einstein's Bagels on Sundays. As I talk about the
last trip to [.A. / Santa Monica and the wonderful day spent at
Bergamot Station, something desired but in a faint memory. The
outcome of all this discussion has been a little bit of this over
there and a little bit of that right here...Ma.;lbe, that's all it should
or will ever bet But then....

Reading the newspaper one comes across the
announcement of the Cuggenheim opening a museum designed by
Rem Koolhaas at the Venetian with the "Zen of the Motorcycle" as
the opening exhibit designed by Frank Cehry. Further reading
discussed the Bellagio re-opening of their Callery with the phillips
Collection and the soon to be departed Desert Inn being resurrected
with the "Wynn Collection". Hope springs eternalt A real live art
"district" ritht in the heart of The Stripllll

Now I've always dreamed the district would cater to locals
somewhere offthe Strip, but I'm ready to compromise and say'damn
the torpedoes, full steam aheadl" Besides whoever toes to an arts
district inyour own home city? lt's really for the tourists.....isn't
it? You don't bu.y art locally...nobody inyour place o[ residence
could possible be making a name for themselves. It's much more
excitinE to bgr the work out o[ town while on vacation.

So, I'm all for the museums and galleries on the Strip. I

can't wait to have friends come to town and see the 'Zen of the
Motorcycle". Then we will have something to talk about because I

will have gone to L.A. to see the same show because I'm on vacation.
lfyou happen to findyourself in l-.A. during August, stop

by Bergamot Station. There are two shows worth seeing. One is a
solo show in the Mark Moore Gallery. Ayoung artist using a vivid
color air-brush technique and the other is a 6roup show at The
Krull Callery featuring a 7' tall purplish iellyfish. Both shows exprcss
the delight of color and it's abiligr to caressyour mood. I believe
the artists names are YeK and Wayne Littleiohn.

lfyou can't tet to 1.4., look them up here...thqy are both
Las Vegas artists....but then ag,ain it's better on vacation.

NEWAIA MEMBERS:
We are very pleased to welcome these new members

to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architects:
Paul Martin, AIA

Matrix Construction Consulting, Inc.
Associates:

Wade Takashima, Assoc. AIA
W.A. Designs

Allied:
Mike Anzelc

Beers Construction Company
Gregory DeSart

Geotechnical & Environmental Services, lnc.
Bob Dillender

Ceramic Tile International
Stephen Foreman

Spectrum lnsulated Steel Panels, lnc.
fames Meza

Huttig Building Products

BRIEFS:
We bid a final and reluctant [arewell to Eric

Anderson, AIA who is leaving us to become the Director of
Space Planning and Capitol Budget for the City University of
New York System. The system comprises of 20 campuses
and 200,000 students. (CUNY). Congratulations, Eric. We
wish you the best. Congratulations also to Richard
Youngblood, AIA on opening his own [irm. Likewise, to
Stacey Giannaccini, Assoc. AIA (formally with Lucchesi
Galati Architects) who is establishing her own firm. Leo A.
Daly has been selected for the addition to and renovation o[
the Librace Museum, located at 1775 East Tropicana Avenue.
Ninyo & Moore has been retained for the CCSD fack Lund
Schofield Middle School Proiect. The WLB Group is
responsible for Construction Management of The Nature
Center, Phase I of Clark County's Wetlands Park. lfyou're
looking for Pat Deputy he is now with Frazee Paint &
Wallcovering.

Porrick (Por) Deputy, CSl, CDT
Architecturol Representotive

FRAZEE PAINT & WALLCOVER.ING

Mobtle 702.461 .4O75
e-moil : pdeputy@frozee.com

528O South Volley View, Suite D

los Vegos, NV 891 I 8
702.895.9800

tAx 702.5e7.5200
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AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ANCEIA BIGOTTL AIA
PRESIDENT. AIA NEUADA

Our AIA Nevada Design
Awards are right around the corner. And
it is an ideal time to widen back and
notice the current waves o[architicture. As well, where may it lead
in the future? Along these lines, there is a pattern occurring in the
current dialogue of architectural media, questioning the
disappearance and/or disregard of the "box" in contemporary
architecture. The recent media publications state thought-provoking
position letters and articles worthy of some discussion.

ln general, when speaking just of a "box" with a direct
historical reference, it is fair to say that today architects are intrigued
with much more than iust the 'box". At the same time, there still
are those who believe that the 'box" is the simple, elegant approach
to solving the problem and that architecture most often praised
today is a sculptural whimsy of meaningless form making.

With either approach, the fact remains that as architects
we inevitably take on the responsibility of shaping experience with
our buildings, good or bad. Either approach then can fail or
succeed. When the "box" is left underdeveloped, brutally insensitive
and without order, or when the "sculpture" is overdone with arbitrary
form and cosmetics, each fails to provide the integrity of a valuable
experiential essence that stands the test of time. Since the time
when Modernism and Post Modernism were at their peak, we can

look backand identi! the successful buildings ofthose times. Those
buildings that were not knock-offs but rather original and innovative
solutions responding to context, climate, technology, theory and
experience, are timeless and well respected buildings of today. On
the other hand, our streets are filled more often with the bad
attempts o[each era, resulting in dishonest facades that don't even

reach the basic fundamental architectural lessons ofproportion and
balance.

Architecture in Nevada is clearly progressing over the
years. It is important in this time of fast growth and fruitful
opportunities to question the present nature o[ architecture in
Nevada when experimentation and pushing the envelope of formal
expression is becoming more and more prevalent. lnspired by
renowned designers such as Coop Himmelblau, Morphosis, Frank
Gehry and others, are we, as a whole, understanding the intentions
beneath the beauty and applying depth of meaning, experience and
innovative-ness? ln the search for unique and striking architecture
for the future of Nryada, we need to continue to discipline ourselves
not to sell solutions short of intetrity by only replicating the
cosmetics of magazine photos forgetting to read and learn from
the written reasoning behind those pretty pictures. Naturally, like
each era, we are contributing a portion of both the rigorous and
less than rigorous approaches to Nevada's face. The danger lies in
that, once everyone understands on a superficial lwel how to achirye
the "catctgl image' of what is accepted as the current trend in
architecture today, without deliberately intetratint the innovation
and sinceri! of a meaningful architecture, we end up with accidental
and short-lived imposters for todays era. Continued on Page t2

ARCHITECTURE
IAS VEGAS
AIA and IAS VEGAS LrFE IAUNCH
NEW DESIGN I\4AGAZINE
Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

One of the long-time goals of AIA Las Vegas has been to
publish a "design matzzine".....a quali$ publication that features the

structures and designers that are unique to this special ci$r. Across

the country, other ALA Chapters have done it. Outstanding examples

include TEXASARCHITECTURE,... ARCHITECTURE

MINNESOTA..... and BOSTON DESIGN.....as well as many others.

But there is no publication (and never has been) in Ns/ada that

explores the design world exclusive to our unusual desert communi!.
Now, finally afteryears of searching for the right partnership, we are

dellghted to announce that our goal is becoming a reali$r.

Thanks to the Greenspun Media Group and las Vegas

Life Magazine, AtA Las Vegas will ioin with Las Vegas Life to
producc ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS, the first design
publication of it s kind in thc state of Nelada.

To officially announce and celebrate this wonderful sent
AIA l-as Vegas and l-asVegas Lifewill host a Reception (location to
be confirmed) on Tuesday, August lSth at 6PM. Please mark that date

and plan to attend. AL{ members and all members of the

architectural and design communi$ are invited. Please RSVP to the

AIA tV oflice at 895-0936.

The first issue of ARCHITECTURE IAS VEGAS will be

packaged as a 'special edition" with the December issue of Las Vegas

life Maqazine. This first issue will be a special holiday gift for our
Al,{ members and will be prwided to lasVegas lifesubscribers and

arailable on newsstands throughout the United States by December

lst. The issue will feature the winning proiects from thisyears Al,{
Noada Design Awards and the recipients of the AIA Nevada Service

Awards.

Member firms and associated businesses and organizations

throughout the architectural, design and construction communilr will

have an opportuni! to be a part of this special publication through

especially designed advertising and public relations features. Watch

for additional information on these opportunities.
Your invitation to the ARCHITECTURE IAS VECAS

Reception on August l5th is in the mail right nor,v. Be sure to RSVP

and ioin us in celebrating this dream come true for all the members

of Al,{ Las Vegas.

T he AIA Forum is edited and produced monthly by Randy

Lavigne, Executive Director, AIA Nevada / AIA Las Vegas.

Responses to content are welcomed. Editorial and advertising
materials are due to the AIA office by the l0th of each month,
preced i ng publ ication.
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AIA GROWTH &
LEG IS LATIVE
AF FAI RS
Michael Crowe, AIA

AIA NEVADA IOINS THE
PRO-ED UCATION ALLIANCE
TO FIGHT THE PROPOSED
4% BUSINESS TAX

On April 5, 2000, the Teachers' Union filed an initiative
petition with the secretary o[ state's office. The initiative which

is entitled 'The Nevada Tax Fairness and Qualily School tunding
Accountabili[y Act" contains 59 sections in its' 22 pages.

Since the structure and requirements statcd in the
initiative raise many concerns and will definitely impact anyone

doing business in the state, AIA Nevada is lolning, forces wlth
the Nevada Pro-Education Alliance, a coalltlon that ls bclng
formcd to fi6ht this initiative. The Las Vegas and Reno

Chambers of Commerce are coordinating the coalition's
activities.

The following is an exerpt from a letter from Donald
'Pat" Shalny, President, Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce which

addresses these concerns:
A few days atoyou received a newsletter from the

Teachers' Union promoting their 4% business income tax plan.

The Teacher's Union accuses the business community o[ not

supportinE education because we oPPose their special-interest
tax proposal that will permanently damage the economic health

of our state. The Teachers' Union uses emotional statements like
"quality schools- and 'kids counting on us" but don't be fooled.

The union is not concerned about quality education. Their
mission, according to their own published statements, is to
advance the economic securig of its members.

The Chamber, as well as the Nevada Taxpayers

Association and other responsible organizations, have examined

the union's tax proposal in depth. And no matter how the union

tries to shape their artuments, their tax proposal does the

following:
* Raises l/4 billion dollars with zero accountability ofyour

income.
* Creates a Nevada IRS whereyour personal information will be

shared with the federal lRS.

' Destroys economic diversification andyour business

development.
+ Most importantly, it avoids real educaiton reform.

No matter howyou feel about education, the union's tax

proposal is damaging to all residents of Nevada. lt is bad tax

policy and it ties the hands of our representatives to make

educated choices o[where our tax dollars shculd be spent.

The Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce took the lead by

ioinin6 together hundreds of parents, business owners,

ortanizations and other concerned citizens to be one.voice

opposint this new tax. Today, the group is known as the Nevada

Pro-Education Alliance. The main goal of the alliance is to fight

aggressively working to pass real education reform during the

2001 legislative Session.
The Nevada Pro-Education Alliance suPPorts:

* Cuaranteeing that tovernment spend within its limits before

raising new taxes.

' Quality education reform that addresses the educational needs

of our children.
+ Stopping special interest unions from dictating tax policy to

Nevada voters.
I lmplementing higher salaries for teachers who excel.
* Supporting meaningful class-size reduction.
+ Promoting competency testint for all teachers.

No one cares more about Nevada s education system

than the businesses that depend on it. Your Chamber has been

the leader in securing funds to pay for school construction and

academic protrams, as well as school-to-career oPPortunities.

You, as a business owner, contribute everyday to the children of
our state. As supporters o[ education, we constantly welcome the

opportunity to work with groups, Parents, teachers and elected

officials to solve the challenges we face, but we didn't have the

opportunity. The union's announcement of their tax plan last May

was the first we heard about the union's need for help.

As a business communal, we must pull together and

work as a community to solve any challenge that comes before

us. We must remember that we, as Parents and taxpayers, are

charged with the task of making sure no special interest union

dictates tax poliqy to the hard working citizens of our state.

We welcome you to suPPort the efforts of the Nevada

Pro-Education All iance.

To ioln the Alliance and/or make a contribution to
support thc cfforts of the Pro-Education Alliance, call 615-

501E.

LICENSED IN FLORIDA?
Nerv Law Creates Reporting Nightmare

A law recently enacted by the State of Florida has the

potential for adversely affecting all architects who are registered by

that State. The nor law requires a monitoring system to be in place

by luly 1,2002 to determine each licensees continuing education

status.

There are concerns that the new requirement could impose

duplicative reporting requirements on architects and providers, and

have a detrimental effect on the Al,{ Continuing Education System

(CES). lf strictly interPreted, the nan' law does not recognize AIA/

CES as a monitoring enti!.
For instance, AIA Las Vegas routinely holds luncheons and

protrams that $ant continuint education credits. For attendees who

arelicensed in Florida, AIA LV would be required to report the

protram and their ParticiPation directly to the State of Florida within

iiu. aays in order for them to receive credit in that state. Also, the

out-of-state license holders (architects) would be required to

document and report any "self-study" classes or Protrams within the

five day limit in order to receive credit.

The AIA national comPonent is working in collaboration

with AIA Florida to launch a campaign urging Florida to reexamine

its no, rules and improve the reporting systems' implementation' A

full briefin6, on this issue is arailable through the ALA Las Vegas

ollice, or on- I i ne through http :/Amrrw'. e-arch i tect. com
union's new tax. Moreover, the alliance will be


