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BN\ AR B DR SN [ he William Snyder Honorary Scholarship for 2000

has been awarded to UNLV 3rd year architecture student, Gemie Smith. The
B AlA LAS VEGAS $1.000 scholarship is awarded to a student who demonstrates exceptional

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE talent, desire and achievement in the face of adversity, in the pursuit of
academic excellence.
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Gemie Smith
Design Statement for Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial

My design has two phases. The first is an experience related to the Man and the Movement. This
is focused on calling to attention each viewer’s own inherent human capacity. This is a space for
- one to realize the power a single person’s message can have on the world. By ascending through
a luminous glass mountain-like structure that gradually becomes more transparent and gradually
forces one to take a singular position the viewer is given strong self-awareness. At the climax

«p each viewer becomes the focal point of the monument. Phase two is related to the Message. One

is given a place for observing the mountain transformation from a distance. The glass walls serve

oo i
as living sculptures of freedom.
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ERIC D. STRAIN, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

One privilege | enjoy as President this year is that | have
the opportunity to waste just one minute of each of your lives
while you read the babble | am fortunate enough to write each
month. Sometimes....occasionally...okay....once in a while ...what
I write....you respond to, so this month I really have no point to
make, but I just want to ramble through various topics and waste
the next minute you spend reading what follows...not expecting
to have any response....I've just rambled....

Last night it was indeed a pleasure to be a part of the
ceremony handing out the AIA High School Awards. It reminded
me of the competition the Home Builders put on when [ went to
high school here. | was very fortunate during my senior year...Ed
DeLorenzo allowed me to work in this office, putting my entry
together and asking questions constantly. Ed, Rod, Mark, Steve
and Hartley assisting in answering any question | could come up
with...I remember driving around with Mark in this yellow station
wagon looking at buildings every weekend. |am indebted to all
of them for taking the time and energy to build my desire. I did
not win but I cherished their help. Others in town did win,
(Wade Simpson for one) ....and they are now architects. | hope
each of the students will continue in their design careers.

During the evening we got to congratulate other
parents...Anthony Young's new daughter, just born that
night...Bill Snyder’s son, Dana Snyder’s play which he wrote,
produced and directed at the Reed Whipple Cultural Center. The
joy and pride that children provide was evident on Bill's face.

Sometimes sorrow comes unexpectedly and we realize
how fragile life really is. During the past few months several
friends have experienced this sorrow. It is something none of us
is prepared to handle. It is something very difficult to talk about
or to offer consolation. What do you say...my heart and thoughts
are with Michael Crowe right now.

ASLA has put together a tour on May 6th from 9AM to
2PM to tour “Gardens in the Desert” - five homes in Las Vegas
that have agreed to open their gardens for us to explore. If you
are interested , call Laura Triboski at ].W. Zunino & Associates
for tickets.

For many years various groups have discussed a Beaux
Arts Ball. Finally, the AIAS has come through where others have
failed. It should be quite an evening. I look forward to seeing
all of you there. Call 895-303I for tickets.

I've wasted your minute...I hope you participate in some
of these activities. | will leave you with a line from a poem from a
recent Children’s Arts Award program.... "Have you done anything
today to make someone smile?...Have you done anything today
that someone will remember?”

NEW AIA MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members
to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Associates:
Tracey Presley
JMA Architecture Studios

Allied:
Kathryn Crosato
Fielden & Partners, Inc.
Deborah Priest
Ninyo & Moore Geotechnical
Shawn C. Williams
Architect Search

NEW ARCHITECTS:

Congratulations to the following new Architects who
received licensure this month through The Nevada State
Board of Architecture, Interior Design and Residential
Design.

Paul S. Brenden, AlA
JAWA Studio
Steve C. Jung
Marnell Carrao Associates §
Vianne McKinney
H.E. Butt Grocery Company
Stephen Petsch
Joyen M. Vakil

FAIA COMMITTEE
MEETING

Are you interested in advancing to FAIA status? If so, now
is the time to investigate what's required and how the process works.
Past President, Ed Vance is Chair of the FAIA Committee, and has
planned a meeting to discuss the full process on Tuesday, May I6th at
11:30AM, UNLV School of Architecture.

Western Mountain Region Directors Marvin Sparn, FAIA
and Terry Brown, FAIA have been invited to attend and discuss their
experience in attaining FAIA status. Nevada's only two AIA Fellows,
Jess Holmes, FAIA and Bob Fielden, FAIA are members of the
committee and will provide their experiences as well.

It does not matter if you are a new architect...or a long
career history, if you have any interest in advancing to become an AIA
Fellow, this is the meeting you should attend.

Please RSVP to Randy Lavigne at 895-0936.

The AIA Forum is edited and produced monthly by Randy Lavigne,
Executive Director, AIA Nevada / AIA Las Vegas. Responses to content
are welcomed. Editorial and advertising materials are due to the AIA
office by the 20th of each month, preceding publication.
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ANGELA BIGOTTI, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

Our legislative committee has
been approached by the State Public
Works Board to participate in organizing
support from AIA members on the issue of a proposed legislation
for a General Contractor/Construction Manager (GC/CM) project
delivery method for State projects (which incorporates principles
of Design Assist or Negotiated Select Team). The goal is to improve
upon the current method of bidding public construction in the State
of Nevada. Specifically, to combine the talents of both architect
and contractor during the time when the building is being designed
when cost control and scheduling is easiest to address. This method
is not intended to replace the current bid process entirely; at this
time, the State is considering this method to be implemented on
larger projects. They intend to define these parameters within the
description of the delivery method.

AIA Nevada has scheduled membership meetings in May
for a presentation and discussion on this legislative issue. AIA Las
Vegas will hold this meeting at 6PM Wednesday May 17" at the
Monte Carlo Hotel, and AIA Northern Nevada will hold this meeting
at 5:30 PM on Thursday, May 18" in the classroom next to the AIANN
office. We are aware that there are many questions and concerns
from our members and these meetings offer a forum to identify
problems and solutions. Eric Raecke will be at each meeting to
present the position of the State Public Works Board.

The following is a brief description of this proposed
delivery method. This is a commonly used project delivery method
for private-sector projects. Similar to the design-build approach,
but with architect and contractor selected and contracted separately,
this method affords the advantages of clarity, familiarity and
flexibility for the owner. With this method the owner assembles a
team that has the needed expertise and can work together effectively;
the contractor can be brought onto the project at an early stage so
that design and construction issues are interwoven along with cost
estimating, phasing and scheduling. The strength is in the flexibility
of this delivery option, in that project phases can be collapsed for
fast tracking, construction managers or other experts can be added
to the team, and subcontract work can be bid. Written material
will be available at the meetings on the 17*" and 18" to describe in
detail specific characteristics of the Contract Relationships, Owner/
Architect/ Contractor Responsibilities, and Selection Processes.

AIA Northern Nevada held it’s initial membership meeting
on this issue in March and the following is a summary of concerns
that were raised.

1. Are all parties at risk?

2. Should there be a threshold limiting use of this
method to certain size projects?

3. There is a need to clearly define architect and
contractor responsibility.

4. There is a need to identify the architect as leader of

design and program.

S. Define how the Contractor is selected and who is on
that selection team.

6. Will the affect the architect’s fee structure?

7. What is the architect’s liability or budget and
schedule?

8. The building program must be clearly defined from
the project start.

9. How will SPWB project managers approach this

process...who will make key decisions when there is
a difference of opinion on how to proceed.

10. There is a need to meet with AGC and other interested
associations.

We look forward to your input during these meetings. If
you cannot attend please do not hesitate to forward your comments
to the AIA office at rlavigne@aianevada.org or fax 702-895-4417.
If you would like to discuss this matter prior to the meeting please
contact me @ 328-1010, Max Hershenow @ 332-6640, or Eric
Raecke @ the State Public Works Board.

GROWTH COMMITTEE
UPDATE

Michael L. Crowe, AIA
Co-Chair, Growth Committee

One of the Growth Committees activities is the possible
Re-Vitalization of the area roughly bounded by Sahara on the
north, Maryland Park way on the east, Flamingo on the south,
and Paradise on the west. We encouraged the fourth year UNLV
Architecture Design Studios to accept this project for a portion
of this semester’s study. They accepted the challenge and several
members of the committee were active participants, offering help
and guidance through the six week planning project. Jim
Veltman, AIA was an instructor. Michael L. Crowe AIA, John
LaSpaluto AIA, Richard Danielson AIA, (CLV Planning) Gene
Paul Pasinski AICP, (Clark County Planning) were active guest
critics for the studio projects.

At our monthly Committee meeting in April, Paul
Brenden, one of the three, 4th year instructors, and several
student representatives involved in the project presented their
projects and discussed the predominant planning and design
principals which surfaced as the six renovation schemes were
developed. Before the meeting was dismissed it was agreed that
the committee should determine planning principles which the
AIA could support at the County level rather than developing a
specific renovation plan. We will be working toward defining
these principles in the near future. _

The students work also caused discussion regarding
what are the elements of connectivity in livable and sustainable
communities and cities. Hopefully, answering this question and
supporting these positions will be one of the growth committee’s
primary activities in the future.

Please contact Randy Lavigne at 702-895-0936 if you
would like to join the growth committee.




EEE
SUNFLOWER DAY
SCHOOL PROJECT

At the April meeting of the AIA LV Board of Directors,
Peggy Pound, Vice President of Pentacore Engineering, President
of APWA, and ACEC presented a very worthwhile outreach
program and requested that AIA Las Vegas join with other
organizations to benefit the Sunflower Day School in North Las
Vegas. After hearing the details the Board unanimously voted to
participate and support this project.

The Sunflower Day School has approximately 80
students ranging in age from 2 to 7, and their school is in
desperate need of repairs and renovation. The school roof leaks,
the plumbing is bad and they have no playground.

By joining together and pooling our resources our
organizations can easily assist the school and make a real
difference in the lives of these children.

This fall, late September or early October, we will
designate one Saturday as “Sunflower Day" and ask for volunteers
to come on that day to help repair the school and provide a
playground for the children. Donations of fixtures, paint,
equipment and any other necessary items will be appreciated.

Ed Vance, Steve Richardson and Peggy Pound will visit
the school within the next two weeks to evaluate the needs and
begin organizing the effort.

The school is located at 2226 Caselton (off Eastern and
1-95). If you are interested in participating in this very
worthwhile project, please contact Randy Lavigne at 895-0936.

AIAS BEAUX ARTS BALL

After years of planning, it's finally going to happen...the
long awaited AIAS Beaux Arts Ballll Make your plans to attend right
now.

The event will be held at the fabulous Venetian Hotel -
Stage 16 Restaurant on Saturday, May 13, 2000 at 7PM. Tickets are
$45.00 for AIAS members, $50.00 for UNLV Students and $60.00
for everyone else. Use the RSVP form enclosed in this newsletter or
call 702-895-4268 to make your reservation.

Entertainment will be provided by the UNLV String Quartet
and a Special Guest D]. There will be a “Most Creative Mask”
contest, so be as elaborate as you please. The dress is Semiformal
attire and this promises to be a great evening of fun.

Support the AIAS and make your reservation today. For
RSVP;s received before May Sth, tickets will be mailed to you; RSVP’s
after May Sth you will pick up your tickets at the event. No refunds
or cancellations after May 10th.

Swisher & Hall AIA, Limited

is currently seeking
innovative and talented individual
to fill key architectural positions in our
northwest Las Vegas office.
Must be proficient in AutoCadd RI4.
Fax resume to R. Hall at (702) 363-6060

CINEMARK ADA CASE
REVERSED

Issue: The American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) is
designed to facilitate accessibility of public spaces for physically
challenged individuals . Architects are strong supporters of
increased access to pubic accommodations. Unfortunately, the
law lacks certainty and clarity. When ADA regulations are
unclear, architects rely on guidance from any official source that
provides it. Unfortunately, architects’ design decisions can be
second-guessed after the fact, which is unfair and
counterproductive in achieving ADA objectives. This lack of
guidance often leaves architects confused and frustrated as they
deal with a world of certainties and exacting standards.

Background: Last year, the AIA filed an amicus brief
(friend of the court) in support of architects in a case where a
federal district court found the defendant (a theatre owner) to be
in violation of the ADA even though state and local building
officials had approved the design and building under the Texas
Accessibility Standards.

Status: On April 6, the Sth Circuit U.S. Court of
Appeals reversed the district court holding and decided in favor
of Cinemark (the theatre), concluding that the theatre did, in
fact, provide wheelchair patrons with lines of sight comparable to
those for members of the general public, as required by the ADA.
Hence, the theatre design did not violate the ADA. Because the
Sth Circuit concluded that the district court misinterpreted the
ADA, the issue of state certification did not need to be
addressed.

How This Impacts Architects: This case is important
to architects because a federal court of appeals recognized that
owners and architects are entitled to rely on the plain meaning of
the ADA regulations and the official interpretations available at
the time design decisions are made.

In addition, the court emphasized that “Congress
granted to the Department of Justice, in conjunction with the
Access Board, the authority to promulgate regulations under the
ADA in order to provide owners and operators of public spaces
of accommodation with clear guidelines for accommodating
disabled patrons.” This is consistent with AIA's call for certainty
and clarity in the ADA guidelines.

The AIA made a strong case for increasing the clarity
and certainty of the ADA. No doubt the U.S.. Department of
Justice, as well as Congress, will closely consider the
implications of this case as the 10th anniversary of the ADA
approaches this July.




