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220 MILES FROM HOME

An exhibit of “Road Trip” photographs by Kevin Kemner are on display at the Architecture
Studies Library until the end of March. The road trip is a uniquely American invention, centered
around the automobile. Kevin's road trips have resulted in a variety of interesting black and white
images captured within 220 miles of Las Vegas with his 4 x 5 view camera. Above is his unique
perspective on Hoover Dam at night.
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TRADITION:

Each visit to Phoenix brings new vistas of inspirations.
This past AIA trip was no different. As one views each of the
projects you cannot help but associate the commitment to
experimental material usages to Wright's Tallesin.  From
Bruder...Williams...Jones Studio...Burnette and Predock, one
understands the evolution of Wright's original ideas. There is
connection between each of the designer’s but their individual
expression builds upon the tradition.

In addition to this, there is a clear commitment to the
quality of the environment by the city. The valley has “bought-
into” a single vision of their downtown...it is not each section on
their own but a commitment of purpose. From the cultural
redevelopment to the highway sound walls, there is a dedication
to the vision. Phoenix has become a city with an identity.

As you drive through the valley you realize you could be
in Las Vegas. The same home builders are building the same homes.
Even down to the same street names, but as you look harder, you
realize you only wished Las Vegas looked like this. We have no
sense of tradition...no common “buy-in" from the community at
large...no central cultural district. Why? Are we too involved in
our own causes to see the overall vision? Can we not build a city
of today, without a recognizable tradition? Can we not turn inward
and build a desert city, not a palm-tree lined Mediterranean,
collegiate Georgian version of some other time and place?

It was discouraging to view a recent fax on the proposed
Henderson campus. To make a jump from Barrigan to “Collegiate
Georgian” in a few months is questionable. We need to take
advantage, if it comes through, of a very unique opportunity to
build the first new campus of the 2Ist Century. One that addresses
this region...our time and the future. This is an opportunity this
state may never see again. This campus should be an inspiration,
not only to the students but to this valley. It has the possibility to
be a revival to this community not a “revival” style.

Does a campus need a theme? Does it make it better to
be twice the size of UNR? What we need is a committed vision to
this areal!! The “idea” can connect the campus through materials,
commitment and thought. Learn from the “Collegiate Georgian”,
what about it was important and how can it be improved. It is not
necessary to theme it after this image.

But, this is just one person’s opinion.

NEW MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members to
the AlA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architects:
Howard Perlman, AIA
Perlman Architects, Inc.
Robert A. Stein, AIA
Robert A. Stein Architect

Associates:
Dino De Benedetti, Assoc. AIA
Lucchesi Galati Architects
Darrell Gardner, Assoc. AIA
AVCO Construction/A Design

Allied:
Dan Campbell
Design Engineering Consultants
Beverly Esslinger
Stiles & Associates, Inc.
Steven Goold
Drottar-Priniski Associates
James (]JS) Parker
Spectrum Insulated Steel Panels, Inc.

BRIEFS:

Congratulations to Avram Ninyo, Principal of Ninyo &
Moore, upon being elevated to “Fellow” within the American
Society of Civil Engineers. Ninyo & Moore has also been
retained to provide Quality Control inspection and materials
testing services during site grading and construction of the
Pahrump Community Library. Kleinfelder, Inc. has announced
that Julie Halligan, Project Professional in their Geotechnical
Department and Lori Ertler, Project Manager in their Materials
Department have recently obtained their Professional Engineer
(P.E.) registration.

SHARE YOUR NEWS

We want to know what's going on with you. If you or
your firm are involved in something new, exciting, different or if
you know of something that would be of interest to our
members...let us know. Call me....or send your news item to the
AlA office - Phone 895-0936 or Fax 895-4417....or email
rlavigne@aianevada.org.
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As | mentioned in last month’s
message members of the AIA Nevada
Executive Committee attended the Grassroots Conference in
Washington D.C. in January. Our trip to Capitol Hill to meet with
our Senators and Representatives proved to be interesting. The
documentation given to us by AIA National to utilize in our
lobbying effort on Capitol Hill was somewhat generalized making
it more of a challenge than expected. However, being in a position
to creatively answer their inquiries about each issue actually
spawned some great suggestions that we intend to integrate as
ways to continue our lobbying effort through the year and nurture
better relationships with our congressional leaders. Clarifying the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Livable Communities
were the two issues they seemed to want to know the most about
and they requested to have further dialogue from us.

In particular, Representative Jim Gibbon's office is
committed to assisting in resolving the problems with the issue of
there being no reliable regulations for ADA. They have identified
for us the Access Board of the Architecture and Transportation
Compliance Board as a possible “starting point” for a committee
to review the ADA Requirements and establish the guidelines that
architects need. This Compliance Board has a website at
www.access-board.gov that field's questions regarding ADA
compliance. AIA Nevada is researching this as a possible conduit
and we are continuing our communication with Representative
Berkley and Representative Gibbon's offices for assistance.

Regarding Livable Communities, this is an interesting one.
There are many facets that make up the issue of Livable
Communities which include, urban security, redevelopment and
renewal, affordable housing, responsibility to existing context,
sustainable architecture, revising land use controls, new urbanism,
and leadership of the community. Both our AIA Las Vegas Chapter
and AIA Northern Nevada Chapter highlighted the topic of urban
stewardship. There was an obvious consensus that Nevada's
exponential growth pattern is generating an immediate need for
architects and planners to reach out and offer assistance to our
mayors and city council members in their efforts to effect positive
growth and urban revitalization. We received full support from
both of our Senators and Representatives in our request for
assistance in our efforts to create a stronger conduit between our
AIA members and our chief stewards. They agreed to contact our
local council members upon our request to urge them to support
our endeavors in contributing to positive strategies for growth and
development. They also agreed to provide a recommendation for
Mayor Jeff Griffin, Mayor Tony Armstrong, Mayor Oscar Goodman
and Mayor Jim Gibson to attend the National Conference of Mayors
this year and follow up on the current local issues on a regular
basis.

For more information on Livable Communities register
for the AIA 2000 National Convention in Philadelphia May 4-6.
This year’s convention seminars focus on the various issues on
livable communities.

Please contact me with any specific strategies or ideas
that will help us with these political issues. As a final note, please
join your AIA Nevada's Board of Directors in supporting Brad
Schulz for WMR Director and Michael Crowe for WMR Treasurer.
Brad and Michael each have strong leadership qualities and the
WMR Board of Directors and Members will greatly benefit from
their knowledge and commitment.

TERRANCE |J. BROWN
HONORED WITH FAIA

Terry Brown, FAIA has been named a Fellow of the
American Institute of Architects. In addition to a lifetime of
contributions to the profession and to the American Institute of
Architects, Terry most recently served as Director for the
Western Mountain Region in 1998 and 1999. He is currently a
candidate for Vice President of AIA National. Our
congratulations to him.

The Jury of Fellows received 269 submissions and only
83 members were recognized as Fellows. Only four of these were
members of the Western Mountain Region. Including Terry
Brown, they are: Curt F. Dale, FAIA, AIA Denver; William R.
Deno, FAIA, AIA Colorado North; and Edward F. (Ted) Smith,
FAIA, AlA Salt Lake.

Ed Vance, AIA, (Past President of AIA Las Vegas and
President-Elect of AIA Nevada) is Chair of the AIA Las Vegas
Fellowship Committee. For information on the FAIA Program
and assistance in planning your submittal, please contact Ed at
731-2033.

AlA ASSERTIVELY
VOICES CONCERNS
WITH ADA

Steve Winkel, FAIA testified on behalf of the AIA at an
ADA hearing in Los Angeles last month. Winkel, an AIA Board
member is a member of the AIA's Accessibility Task Force.

In the testimony, Winkel stated that the AIA is “firmly
committed to making the built environment fully accessible for
the safe use and enjoyment of people with disabilities. The AIA
advocates clear and certain guidance to facilitate compliance
with the ADA." The AIA has long been calling for certainty and
clarity in the law, emphasizing that confusion results in less
accessibility and severely undermines the intent of the law.

The AIA will submit comprehensive comments on the
proposed revisions to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
and the Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) Accessibility
Guidelines in March. AIA member comments are being
considered in the drafting of those comments. For additional
information, visit the government affairs Web page at www.e-
architect.com/gov/ada.



DUES INCREASE
PROPOSED

AIA LAS VEGAS:

We are a very fortunate Chapter. We offer more services,
programs, meetings and events than most others across the country
....our membership is growing at an impressive rate .....and our
members are active participants in our programs and attend our
member meetings regularly.

Ten years ago when we had 100 members and only 20 or
30 attended our meetings, our dues income was adequate.
However, over the last five years our membership has increased by
200%, and our meeting attendance has increased correspondingly.

Current dues income represents less than one-third of our
income budget, yet member services and meetings represent two
thirds of our expense. The difference has been made up primarily
through events income and sponsorships. Frankly, these resources
are currently being strained to the maximum, and we need to bring
them into balance with the rest of the budget. If we are to maintain
the quality of our services and meetings, we must find a solution.
And, that solution is an increase in dues income.

Membership dues have not been increased for over ten
years. The AIA Las Vegas Board is proposing that Architect member
dues be increased by $25.00, (from $250.00 to $275.00 per year);
and that Allied Member dues be increased by $50.00, (from
$250.00 to $300.00 per year). Based on current membership this
will increase dues income by $10,000.00 per year, The increase
would be effective in 2001, and would be included in the AIA
National invoicing at the end of this year.

This proposed increase will be voted upon by the
membership at the May 17th Membership Meeting. Prior to that
member comments and discussion are welcomed at the March I5th
member meeting, or at the AIA LV Board Meetings on March I4th
and April lith. Please contact R. Lavigne, Executive Director - 895-
0936 - to be added to the agenda for any of these meetings.

AIA NEVADA:

As our membership grows in each local chapter.......so it
grows statewide as well. Two years ago, in an effort to fund a more
effective legislative effort for the profession, the AIA membership
voted to institute state dues of $75.00 per architect member. This
still left a sizeable amount of supplemental dues to be contributed
by each Chapter - 70% from Las Vegas, and 30% from Northern
Nevada. In an effort to keep up with continued requirements on the
state level, the AIA Nevada Executive Committee is proposing a
statewide dues increase of $10.00 for Architect members. This
increase would be effective for 2001, and would be included on the
AlA National invoicing in the fall of this year.

This increase will be presented for vote at the May 17th
AlA LV Membership Meeting in Las Vegas and at the May llth
Membership Luncheon in Northern Nevada. Prior to the vote,
members are welcome to voice their opinions at the March I6th and
April 20th meetings of the AIA Nevada Executive Committee. These
meetings are held via conference call between the AIA Las Vegas and
AlA Northern Nevada offices. Please contact R. Lavigne, Executive
Director - 702-895-0936 - to be added to the agenda.

DOT. com
IDEASCOMPETITION

AlA Las Vegas is proud to announce the first Annual
Traveling Fellowship Ideas Competition. One single prize will
be awarded to the most creative and competent submittal. This
competition has been specifically structured for Non-Licensed
individuals and is open to any person who:

I. 1s NOT a licensed architect.

2. Has a four-year degree.

3. Being an Associate member of AlA is NOT required.

4. All projects must be submitted and completed by an
individual - No groups or teams permitted.

The Award will be a $1,500.00 Cash Prize to be used for
travel. The recipient is then responsible to document and present
their travel to the membership at a selected AIA LV monthly
membership meeting. Also, if scheduling permits, display
documentation in the Architecture Studies Library.

Deadline for Registration is Wednesday, March 15, 2000
and Deadline for Entries is Tuesday, April 18, 2000 at 4;00PM in
the School of Architecture - Architecture Studies Library.

Jury - Entries will be juried by three architects nominated
by the AIA Las Vegas Board of Directors; one representative from the
computer industry, and one faculty member from the UNLV School
of Architecture.

Design Program - The challenge-program for the
competition is to design a place for individuals coming together to
further their ideas, both collectively and individually as they relate to
the Internet. The retreats will be sponsored by founding leaders of
the industry who will establish a foundation for the center’s
perpetuation. The center will be located atop Black Mountain. The
specific location on the mountain is at the designer’s preference. The
existing antennas can be incorporated or modified as required for
each individual project. The spaces should include:

Group Interactive Space (10-15 people)

Individual Breakout Spaces

Dark Room (computer environs)

Food/Eating Area

Outdoor Space(s)

Toilets

Entry Presentation: All information shall be submitted
on one (1) 30" x 40" x 1/2” board. No three dimensional objects are
allowed. Photos of objects can be submitted on the board.
Submittal shall include: Written Statement, Site Location Plan,
Floor Plan, Interior and Exterior Imagery and these items shall be
placed in a sealed envelope which is taped to the back of the board
with the same written statement on the board. The envelope shall
include the designer's name, address and phone number. No other
identification of the designer is allowed on the board. All entries
become the property of AIA Las Vegas.

This is a competition about ideas and individual
interpretation. However, if there are any questions, please call
Brandon Sprague, AIA - 436-1006 or Anthony Young, AlA at 456-
2772. USE THE DOT.COM IDEASCOMPETITION FLYER IN THIS
NEWSLETTER TO REGISTER .



UNPAID MEMBERS LAPSE
MARCH 31

If you have not paid your dues for 2000 yet....better get
that payment in before the end of the month. Unpaid members will
lapse as of March 3lst. If you'd like more time...a payment plan....for
your dues, please contact the AIA office - 702-895-0936 - so that
arrangements can be made.

AIANEVADA
DIRECTORY 2001

The production schedule for the AIA Nevada Directory
2001 is slightly changed this year. Instead of being published mid-
year, the directory will be published in December and will be
shipped to members by mid-January 2001.

In June, Allied members and Architectural Firms will be
contacted by Dawson Publications regarding the information for
your “Firm Profile”. Advertising space is available now by
contacting Dawson at 800-322-3448.

AIAWEBMASTER
WANTED

AlA Nevada / Las Vegas needs some help. We need a
Webmaster to design and maintain our AIA Nevada and AIA Las
Vegas Webpages. If you are interested in, please contact Randy
Lavigne at 895-0936.

CHECK YOUR C.E.
CREDITS

Call the AIA Continuing Education office at the University
of Oklahoma - 800-605-8229 -to check your current status with
C.E. Credits and HSW Hours. You will need to provide your AIA
member number.

USE AIADOCUMENTS

AIA Documents can be purchased by contacting AIA
National at 800-365-2724: or on disk at 800-246-5030. The
Las Vegas outlet for documents is Construction Notebook at
876-8660.

MANAGEMENT GURU

TOM PETERS

JOINS BUSINESS WEEK/ARCHITECTURAL
RECORD AWARDS JURY

Enter the Business Week/Architectural Record Awards and
have your best architect/client collaboration reviewed by a stellar
jury that includes Tom Peters, management expert and bestselling
author. Peters is joined by other prominent leaders in business and
architecture, including Jeanne Jackson, CEO, Banana Republic;
Edward Ciffone, Senior Vice President, Morgan Stanley Dean Witter;
Carol Ross Barney, FAIA; Julie Eizenberg; Robin Ellenthorpe, FAIA;
Henry Cobb, FAIA; James O. Jonassen, FAIA; Wilson Pollack, FAIA;
and Jane Weinzapfel, FAIA.

Do you have a building project completed since January
1997 that is a distinguished example of owner/architect
collaboration? Did your organization achieve strategic goals
through architecture? If so, the registration deadline to get the
recognition your firm deserves is March 16, 2000. The entry
submission deadline is April 18, 2000.

How to Enter? Get information on ordering a BW/AR
Awards submission packet by calling toll-free 888-242-4240.
Information is also available by visiting the AIA Web site at
www.aiaonline.com or www.archrecord.com.
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CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR SPECIALIZING IN:
e Hotel and Casino Renovations
 Assisted Living Facilities
e Tilt-Up Industrial/Flex
e Parking Structures
e Office Buildings
¢ Public Works

« Call Centers IN-HOUSE SERVICES:

e Caopcrete & Carpentr
(Al hase% P y

e Conceptual Estimating
e Project Management
u e Value Analysis
LW e Design Build
—_— e Scheduling

Martin-Harris Construction
builds for our CLIENTS future.

1900 Western Avenue e Las Vegas « NV « 89102
Tel 702.385.5257 Fax 702.387.6934
www.martinharris.com




