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“Shanghai Lily”, an extraordinary restaurant at the Mandalay Bay Resort is
just one of the exquisitely designed international projects by renowned
designer, Tony Chi. He will discuss this project and his many other award-
winning restaurants at the February Membership Meeting on Wednesday,
February 16th, at UNLV.
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Over the last few years I've had the opportunity to discuss
the progress being made in the IDP Program with several local
interns. This past weekend was not different except for one item.
Each of the interns are promising young individuals with what |
hope is a promising future. 1 had hoped that future would be in
Las Vegas.

They each expressed the same concerns that several other
interns have voiced -- as you become more proficient on the
computer, they became more valuable to the firm. A double-edged
blade, which makes it harder for them to be moved around in the
office to gain experience in all the IDP required disciplines.

The discussions inevitably come around to “what does
the profession owe interns?” There have been several studies done
on what the schools need to do to better prepare students for the
profession. But only a few on what the profession does for interns.
There is, of course, the description of the study groups offered
through AIA chapters or the firms that take interns to the site on
Saturday mornings. We discuss approaching their respective firms
about exchanging time during the day reviewing budgets or visiting
the site with extra house after normal business. Many have taken
the advice and been successful but they always need outside
opportunities to discuss building design. Where do they participate
in the discussion of design? Many are participating on juries at
UNLV or even teaching, but they still seek more. Is it the
professional’s responsibility to provide this service?

While | was in school a fellow classmate had the
opportunity to spend the summer in New York with a big name
star. He was particularly excited to go that summer as there were
several architectural exhibitions and lectures planned. | was
disheartened to talk with him over the summer and learn he was
not able to take advantage of the opportunities as the attitude in
the office was “you get enough architecture with a capital "A”
without looking elsewhere.”

While I do not see this altitude as common throughout
the profession, similar attitudes exist. 1 feel the profession does
owe our interns opportunities within the office and outside.
Furthering these careers can only benefit the profession.

Our local chapter is initiating two opportunities for
enrichment. We will be taking a bus down to Phoenix over the
February 19-20 weekend. We will have the opportunity to see
several structures by Wright, Predock, Williams, Jones Studio and
Bruder. It will be an opportunity to not only explore the buildings
but also to discuss and socialize. We will also offer for the first
time a design competition for interns. The winning entry will
receive a “traveling fellowship.”

We are providing the water, now we need to get them
there to drink. I'm asking all the profession to encourage interns
and young architects to participate in these events. | believe it is
vital to keep our young talent in Las Vegas. In order to do this, |
believe we must create opportunities outside our offices to provide
enrichment.

The AIA will provide these events...now it's time for our
interns to participate. We have provided the events...our architects
are going to encourage you to participate. Now it’s up to you to
become involved. | don’t want to see either of these opportunities
canceled due to lack of participation. So I'm asking everyone to
become involved.

NEW MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members to
AlA Las Vegas.

Architects:
Hal Dean, AIA
JMA Architecture Studios
Richard Kraly, AIA
Kraly Consulting, Inc.
Angela Kleiman-Gardner, AIA
Bergman, Walls & Youngblood, AIA, Ltd.
David Loge, AIA
City of Las Vegas, Dept. of Public Works
Patrice Sowers, AIA
MBH Architects, Inc.
Barry Thalden, AIA
Thalden Entertainment Architecture
Associates:
David Alvarez, Assoc. AIA
KGA Architecture, Inc.
Luis Roa, Assoc. AlIA
JMA Architecture Studios
Allied:
Robert Potter
Affordable Concepts, Inc.
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grassroots — . The groundwork or
source of something. 2. Emerging from
people at a distance from a major political center.

Ever wonder what the AIA Boards of Directors provides
the membership? In addition to the myriad tasks required to
facilitate and organize events throughout the year to keep the
membership active, the Board of Directors is responsible for
contributing to effective legislation to benefit our profession. Each
Yyear AIA members are represented by the President and President-
Elects of the state and local AIA Chapters at the AIA Grassroots
conference in Washington D.C. While visiting our Nation’s Capitol
we gain valuable leadership insights through seminars and
meetings with other Chapter representatives from across America.
By the time you are reading this message your Chapter
representatives will have succeeded in visiting Capitol Hill to meet
personally with the State of Nevada Senators, Richard Bryan and
Harry Reid, as well as our State Representatives Jim Gibbons and
Shelley Berkley. On behalf of AIA, we are promoting the support
of key political issues that directly affect the architectural
profession. To keep you aware of our positions I'm including the
following briefs of the four issues we represent at Grassroots 2000.

L School Construction and Modernization.
A large number of schools are in serious disrepair or are
suffering from extreme overcrowding. The AIA urges
Congress to pass legislation that will provide tax credit
bonds for school modernization and renovation. Such
improvements could inspire increased development and
community revitalization.

2. Clarifying the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA).
The ADA is designed to facilitate the accessibility of
public spaces for physically challenged individuals.
Unfortunately, the law lacks certainty and clarity and the
non-compliance can result in liability that can severely
undermine the intent of law. This year, AIA is taking steps
to clear up uncertainties in the disabilities act and lay
groundwork for legally binding building codes.

3. “Brownfields™

Typically describe abandoned or underutilized properties
— often former industrial facilities — where expansion or
redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived
environmental contamination.  There are between
450,000-600,000 sites in the U.S. that are considered
brownfields. The reuse aspects will increase the local tax
base, create jobs, revitalize neighborhoods and extend
environmental protection for all citizens.

4. Livable Communities.
The AIA wants to work with all involved to be
part of the solution to provide America with a better built
environment. There is an urgent need to provide the best
information as communities struggle with growth
decisions. There is a need for a federal government role
to support states and citizens in developing a central
resource of information on fundamental steps of
revitalization and growth. We support these efforts to
create effective visions and implementation strategies at
state and local levels to assist community leaders in the
planning and design process.

We will be bringing you the viewpoints of our Senators
and Representatives in the next newsletter. If you have any
Questions or comments regarding these issues please contact me
or Ed Vance. Following our Grassroots efforts we are encouraging
members to share their viewpoints in order for us to be an effective
conduit in future support of these issues.

JEREMY FREY

We are happy to report that a donor has been located
and Jeremy Frey is scheduled for a kidney replacement surgery in
March. He is back at work on a limited basis at Pierce Design
Group, and still requires dialyasis three times a week, but he is
doing well. Way to hang in there Jeremy.

LOWDOWN ON LORA

Lora Peluso, Allied Member and Vice President of
American Insurance and Investment underwent hip replacement
surgery on January 10th. In typical “Lora fashion” is recovering
well and has been released from Valley Hospital. She is
recovering at home and will be undergoing rehabilitation
therapy for the next few weeks, but we expect to see her back at
meetings soon. Good luck, Lora, and hurry back.

IN MEMORY

On Friday, January 14, 2000 Michael Martin, Michael T.
Martin General Contractors passed away. Michael was President
of the Las Vegas Association of General Contractors (AGC)
throughout 1999, and was a very active and respected member of
the architectural community. He will be missed by all his friends
and associates. Donations in his memory are being accepted at
the Primary Children’s Hospital in Salt Lake City; Primary
Children’s Foundation, P.O. Box 58249, Salt Lake City, UT
84158-0249

SHARE YOUR NEWS

We want to know what’s going on with you. If you or
your firm are involved in something new, exciting, different or if
you know of something that would be of interest to our
members...let us know. Call me....or send your news item to the
AlA office - Phone 895-0936 or Fax 895-4417....or email
rlavigne@aianevada.org.




MEMBER MEETINGS
& EVENTS

FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

In February, the Klai::Juba Lecture Series will present noted
restaurant designer, Tony Chi as guest speaker for our meeting. The
meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 16, at the UNLV
School of Architecture with reception at 6PM and Program at 7PM.
Mark your calendar and don't forget to RSVP.

BUS TRIP TO PHOENIX - “Case Studies for a City” is
the second part of a three-part program on the “Development of the
City of Las Vegas”. This bus trip to Phoenix will allow us to explore
some of that city's new projects and talk with Ex-Mayor Terry
Goddard about how that city managed to revitalize their downtown
area. The trip is scheduled for Feb. 19020, Use the registration form
included in this newsletter to sign-up for the trip.

MARCH MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

“Sustainability in Design” will be the topic of the March
Meeting with another Klai::Juba Lecture speaker - Johnpaul Jones.
The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March I5th, at the UNLV
School of Architecture. Reception at 6PM, Program at 7PM.

DESIGN CHARETTE - “Solutions for a City” is the
third part of this series. For all those members who would like to
participate we will hold a Charette on Wednesday, March 22nd to
provide options and solutions for some of the cities development
objectives. Watch for additional details.

SPRING PUTTING TOURNAMENT:

Dust off your putter, it will soon be time for the AIA Spring
Putting Tournament. Friday, April 7th at Angel Park Golf Course.
Get your team together and use the registration form in this
newsletter to get registered.

APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

The AIA High School Design Awards Program will be held
a little early this year (April 26th) in order to be sure that the high
school students, their parents and instructors have an opportunity to
visit with the students and faculty of the School of Architecture and
to tour the facility while the spring semester is still in session. In
addition, we're adding an “Intern Design Program” that will
recognize and salute the design talents of our Intern members.
Watch your fax for details of this program. The High School and
Intern Design Awards Program will be held on Wednesday, April
26th, at the UNLV School of Architecture. with the reception
starting at 6PM and the program at 7PM This is always an exciting
and interesting meeting so make your plans to attend.

TONY CHI -
NEW MODERNIST

Tony Chi is one of the most prominent designers in the
United States and his work is recognized both nationally and
internationally, particularly, within the Pacific Rim. He founded, Tony
Chi & Associates in 1984 after studying Interior Design at the
Fashion Institute of Technology and after pursuing his interests in
spatial composition at the University of New York.

Chi's interests are diverse but center on the conscious
exploration of cutting-edge restaurant design and the creation of
both passive and active environments. In this sense, each project
undertaken by Chi is met by a commitment to thoughtful and
thought-provoking design; Chi is not only interested in the
innovative possibilities of materials, lighting and spatial
composition but also ultimately tied to the experience of people
within the design. As someone who calls himself “new modernist” --
someone interested in reflecting upon our past in relation to
contemporary experiences, Chi views his work with an intensity of
design without becoming a formalist; good food and stylish design,
for Chi, are not rigid academic categories.

Tony Chi has been invited to speak around the world and
has also won numerous awards including Best Hotel Restaurant
Design for the Cecconi Crown Casino Hotel, in Melbourne, the
Paper Moon in Istanbul, the Zen Palate Il and IIl in New York City as
well as awards for Best Club Design for LeBar Bat in Hong Kong.

Chi and Associates has recently completed work in Las
Vegas with restaurants in Mandalay Bay Resort (Shanghai Lily) and in
the Bellagio Casino Hotel (both Noodle and Aqua). Other recent
projects include work in New York City, Hong Kong, Taipei, Los
Angeles, Osaka and Jakarta. Currently, Chi and Associates are
working on projects for the Park Hyatt in Sydney, the London Hilton
and the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Miami.

Meet Tony Chi at the AIA February Membership Meeting
on February 16th, at the UNLV School of Architecture. Reception at
6PM, Program at 7PM. Don't forget to RSVP -

CHECK YOUR C.E. CREDITS

Call the AIA Continuing Education office at the University
of Oklahoma - 800-605-8229 -to check your current status with
C.E. Credits and HSW Hours.



