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ERIC D. STRAIN, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

I have just returned from Phoenix where I spent a few
days looking at recently completed projects. In the span of seven
blocks stands the finished vision of former Mayor Terry Goddard.
In a short ten years, this downtown has been converted into a real
cultural destination. Along Central Drive stands a new central
library, and an expanded art museum. In the distance lays a science
center, arena, new city hall and a central park. All these facilities
are linked by public art.

There are many positives to these new facilities but what
is missing at this time is the redevelopment of the area in between.
Each of the new projects is located several blocks from the next.
The result is that no central core has been established. These
incredible new facilities by world class designers; Williams/Tsien,
Bruder and Predock - have not sparked the desire to develop the
“in-between”. As | write this first President’s Message, our own
city struggles to define itself. Where should our Performing Arts
Center, Metro Headquarters, Arena, Office Towers and Theatres
be located?

Several years ago, Terry Goddard spoke here. He talked
about the cooperative spirit necessary to revitalize Phoenix. It
required the “buy-in" of the entire community. Their effort was
spearheaded by local business leaders, the arts community, the
dean and faculty of their school of architecture, and local architects.
Their effort required everyone to participate in the vision of the
city’s core.

Several people have asked what | want to accomplish this
coming year and how can a small firm really have the time to handle
the office of President of AIA LV? The answer is that in order to
accomplish anything I need the “buy in" from the large, medium
and small firms as well as the University. And the dedicated support
of the members. We have grown incredibly over the last few years,
and this growth has a price. Our member services have outgrown
our resources and our staff. Our Long Range Planning Committee
is examining these issues, but as individual members we must
decide where our priorities are. Service programs? Chicken
dinners? or increased dues? This Chapter needs every member's
input. Where are your priorities? Are you a member of the AIA for
your monthly chicken dinner? or because we have the potential of
providing our members and this community with services and an
increased quality of life? Please take the time and fax your “input”
to the AlA office and let us know.

If the Chapter is going to be a vital component in the quality of
life of this community, the AIA and University need to be involved
in the planning and vision discussions, not just the architectural
reality. Mayor Goodman is setting the “vision” of downtown. As a
body we need to be part of the plan. Our January meeting will be a
panel discussion that will focus on the issues of the development
plan for Las Vegas - “Visions for a City". In February we will offer
a week-end bus trip to Phoenix - “Case Studies for a City™ - to
view several of their projects and meet with the people behind
their vision and reality. In March we will hold a Charette so that
our members can have an opportunity to participate and offer their
ideas in the design of our downtown area. In between, we will have
speakers in the Klai::Juba lecture series, continuing education
opportunities and many committee meetings. This will be a very
busy year, full of activities with and without chicken dinners, but it
does take “buy-in" from everyone. I'm looking forward to every
moment.

ANDERSON RESIGNS
BIGOTTI TO LEAD THE
STATE

In early December, due to changes in the Department of
Planning and Construction at UNLV, President-elect Eric Anderson,
AlA resigned and will not assume the office of President in 2000. In
a special meeting on December 6th, the Executive Committee voted
in agreement the Chapter would be best served by allowing Angela
Bigotti, AIA (President-elect 2000) to advance the office.

Angela would have become president in 2001. She has
served as President of the Northern Nevada Chapter, and as
Treasurer of AIA Nevada. She has also Chaired numerous
committees and was awarded the AIA Nevada Service Award this
year. She is a partner at Sheehan*Van Woert*Bigotti Architects in
Reno.

Angela is the first female architect to hold the position of
President for the state chapter. Congratulations and best wishes to
her for 2000.

NEW MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members to
AlA Las Vegas.

Architects:
Shelley Hayden, AIA
Tate & Snyder Architects
David Dale Read, AIA
Perlman Architects
Allied:
Brian Woodward
Schirmer Engineering, Inc.
Ken Reynar
Dunham Associates



AlA NEVADA
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

ANGELA BIGOTTI, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

Happy New Year, New Century,
and yes, that overused term a New
“Millennium! By the time this message reaches your desks most
of you will already know that Eric Anderson resigned his position
in December as President for the year 2000. Eric will be attending
to several added professional commitments and has elected not to
overextend his responsibilities. A choice of which | am sure we
can all respect. Our AIA Chapter has benefited from Eric’s
involvement over the years we can all agree that his energy as
President for 2000 will be missed. As president-elect | was asked
to assume the President’s office and I would like to thank the AIA
Nevada Board of Directors for their faith in my ability to take office
one year early. Inaddition, the Board of Directors has unanimously
appointed Ed Vance as AIA Nevada's president-elect. Ed's service
to AIA Nevada and AIA Las Vegas has been a great asset to the
chapters” accomplishments. Our Legislative efforts in 2001 will
greatly benefit from his commitment to our success as a profession.

And so, on short notice, my first president's message
comes to you with a few facts to begin with. In the spirit of a New
Year, | will briefly reflect on the history of the AIA in Nevada to
delineate how far we have come. During the 20" century, Nevada
grew from 11 architects in 1911 to a total of 2,437 architects as of
November 1999. Also of note is the history of our AIA chapters.
The first association of architects, the Nevada State Association
of Architects began in 1939 and was founded by Reno architects
“...to protect the profession and raise the standard of architecture.”
A Nevada AIA Chapter did not exist until 1949, and it wasn't until
1956 that there were two separate north and south chapters of AIA
Las Vegas and the Reno AIA, which became AIA Northern Nevada
in 1970. Within the last decade when Nevada experienced
exponential growth, architects had greater opportunities than ever
before to practice architecture in an arena where design excellence
is finally being appreciated.

Nevada is fostering some exceptional talent and | am
happy to say that most of those talented individuals and firms are
members of the AIA. 1 think we can all look forward to exciting
times in architecture in the 2I** century and we need to remember
that there is strength in numbers. A mutual commitment to quality
design and chapter involvement will empower our profession to
make a noticeable difference and give us more credence as our
communities continue to grow. Our AIA chapters have come so
far, especially in the past 5 years, with many events such as the
Golf Tournaments, Architecture Week and our Annual Design
Awards Program, which have all contributed to higher exposure
and better relationships with people in our communities. AIA
Nevada has the opportunity this year to continue the momentum
from the 20" century and perpetuate positive influences through
our efforts as a chapter.

As the whole state is experiencing a growth trend, we
will continue to place a focus on unity between the two chapters
in various ways. For instance, it would be beneficial for us to work
with UNLV, UNR, community colleges, and the various art
foundations to organize a joint lecture series for speakers to visit
the North and South chapters, thereby raising design awareness
while sharing expenses. Also, our 3" Annual Architecture Week
will be held this fall and I encourage every member to participate
in coordinating this year's events to make it our best one yet. This
is a prime opportunity for our chapters to join forces and create
exciting programs for the communities to share in. Our exposure
to the community is imperative in maintaining respect and being
heard on key issues. As for our AIA Nevada Awards Program, the
Board has voted to alternate the location between the North and
South. This year it will be hosted by the Northern Nevada Chapter
and Jim Mickey, AIANN's President, is already organizing and
delegating. So please keep the spirit of attending this event to
honor the award recipients and watch for further information on
the date and location.

[ will have information for you on political issues after we
attend the Grassroots Conference in January. One final request,
for those of you who have any specific expectations of the AIA this
year, please forward comments directly to me or Randy Lavigne as
soon as possible so we can start early to outline membership goals
in January.

VIAR 1IN
JARRIN

CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR SPECIALIZING IN:
e Hotel and Casino Renovations
e Assisted Living Facilities
e Tilt-Up Industrial/Flex
e Parking Structures
e Office Buildings
e Public Works

« Call Centers IN-HoOuSE SERVICES:

* GAsts. Corpentr

» Conceptual Estimating
* Project Management
w e Value Analysis

W » Design Build

—_— » Scheduling

Martin-Harris Construction
builds for our CLIENTS future.

1900 Western Avenue « Las Vegas » NV « 89102
Tel 702.385.5257 Fax 702.387.6934
www.martinharris.com




EEE
MEMBER MEETINGS
& EVENTS

JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

“Visions for a City” - This program is the first of a three-
part series that will help us to learn what is happening right here in
our city and how can we be a part of it.

What is going on downtown? Just what are Mayor
Goodman'’s plans for developing the city? Are we going to have a
Performing Arts Center? Are there any plans for including public
art? How can Architects be a part of the planning process?

In January we will try to get answers to these and many
other questions, when we present “Visions for a City” a panel
discussion with Elaine Wynn, Mayor Goodman, Mike Forche, Sheriff
Keller and Brian Greenspan. The meeting is set downtown at the
Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino, with reception at 6PM, dinner at
7PM and the program at 8PM. Make your plans to be there and
take part. Be sure to RSVP to R. or K. Lavigne - 895-0936.

“Case Studies for a City” is the second part of this
series. It will be an overnight bus trip to Phoenix, to take a look at
some of that city's new projects and talk with Mayor Terry Goddard
about how they managed to revitalize their downtown area. The trip
is scheduled for Feb. 12-13, Watch your fax for details of costs and
logistics.

“Solutions for a City” is the third part of this series. For
all those members who would like to participate we will hold a
Charette on Wednesday, March 22nd to provide options and
solutions for some of the cities development objectives. Watch for
additional details.

FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

In February, the Klai::Juba Lecture Series will present noted
restaurant designer, Tony Chi as guest speaker for our meeting. The
meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 16, at the UNLV
School of Architecture with reception at 6PM and Program at 7PM.
Mark your calendar and don't forget to RSVP

MARCH MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

“Sustainability in Design” will be the topic of the March
Meeting with another Klai::Juba Lecture speaker - Johnpaul Jones.
The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March ISth, at the UNLV
School of Architecture. Reception at 6PM, Program at 7PM.

GRASSROOTS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Your AlA representatives will be heading to Washington,
DC on January 26th to participate in the Grassroots Conference and
visit with Senators Bryan and Reid, and Representatives Shelley
Berkeley, and Jim Gibbons. If you have any special concerns or
questions, please contact the AlA office, so that we can include
these in our converstions with these leaders. The House plans to
reconvene on January 24th which gets them back to town just in
time for our visits.
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AIA NIGHT AT
CHANNEL 10

Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

Did any of you see us on TV? We were there. Sunday,
December 12th, KLVX Television, Channel 10, 4:30-8PM. The stout-
hearted and faithful volunteers of AIA manned the phones and took
the pledges for Channel 10's fund-raiser.

If you didn't see us it was because Channel 10 scheduled a
taped program called “Doo Wop 50's” in place of the “live
programming” we had been promised. During the taped program
they only did cut-aways to us on the phones during the breaks. So,
it wasn't exactly as we were led to believe, but we did our part.

As evidenced in the photos below AIA LV was ably
represented by Art Elliott, John Gray, Gary Carlson, Dario and
Magdelina Roth, Jim Berendji, Charles Obi, Heather Curry, Dave
Frommer, and Kelly and Randy Lavigne. We all had a great time.

Jim Berendji, Dave Frommer, Heather Curry and Charles
Obi hard at work taking pledges.

Gary Carlson & Kelly Lavigne ring the bells signaling
new member pledges for KLVX-TV while Dario,
Magdelina, Art, and John just keep talking.



UNLV UPDATE

By Michael Alcorn, AIA
Director, UNLV School of Architecture

During the week of December 6-
I, the School held one of its most
successful Jury Weeks with many local
professionals participating in the reviews.
Of particular note was the Sixth Year Jury,
organized by Dr. Jose Gamez, which held
four concurrent sessions in the
Architecture Library and created quite a lot of design dialogue. Juries,
especially final furies, are the School’s chief evaluation mechanism of
student design work and the profession is always welcome to participate.

New faculty members have been busy this semester. Jeff
Hartnett, coordinator of the foundation program, married Bonnie Chan
last month; Jose Gamez received his Ph.D. from UCLA in October:
and Adil Sharag-Eldin, and his wife Adiyana, became naturalized US
citizens the first week in December. We hope that each of these personal
milestones suggests a long-term commitment to Las Vegas, Nevada
and UNLV.

We regret to announce the resignation of Liza “Zia" Hansen
at the end of the fall semester. Zia has made some significant
contributions to the School and has ingratiated herself to the students.
We will miss her passion for design, her good humor and her wonderful
sense of fashion. Zia has decided to commit her time to some new
projects being developed by Yates Silverman. The School has been
authorized to execute a national search for a design professor. Dr.
Adil Sharag-Eldin will assume the role of Coordinator of the
Architecture Program.
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Engineering Thomas J. Krob, P.E.

702-871-3621

7151 Cascade Valley Court
Suite 200

Las Vegas NV 89128

WHO SPEAKS FOR THE
CHAPTER?

David Frommer, AIA, NCARB
President-Elect

This question has been asked several times and in an effort
to clarify and avoid any confusion, here’s the answer.

The primary duty of the elected officers and directors of the
AlA Board is to represent the membership. On occasions when
public statements or positions are necessary, the President of the
Chapter, or the officially designated member of the Board, may speak
on behalf of the Chapter, provided their position is aligned with the
agreed upon Board position. (In any other instance, the speaker
should make it known that he/she is expressing his/her own personal
views and not those of the Chapter.)

This also holds true when making commitments on behalf
of the Chapter. Meetings, events, projects or endorsements of other
organizations or activities must be presented to the Board for review
and discussion before any commitment is made. Committee
members or chairs must make certain that any commitments they
make are approved by the Board, before they make them.

In order to accomplish this, we are asking that all
suggestions or opportunities be presented to Randy Lavigne,
Executive Director so that they can then be presented to the Board
for review and discussion in a timely manner. It is important that we
have a cohesive and unified system in order to best serve the
membership.

Thanks to all members. Your rigorous involvement and
resolve have been the hallmarks of the success of this organization.
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