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EDWARD A. VANCE, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

1999 A PREVIEW OF A NEW ERA IN ARCHITECTURE

As the 20th century draws to a close, there is a
tendency for all of us to look back at the road we have traveled
to this point in our history. That's as true for organizations as it
is for individuals.

The American Institute of Architects is completing yet
another successful year and our members and our staff can take
great pride in what we have accomplished.

As you all know we just completed the busiest week of
the year -- “Architecture Week.”

The programs we have instituted that occur during this
week have now become institutions and our members and the
community have come to look forward to them. These events,
coupled with the very successful 1999 Product Show on
Wednesday and the Design Awards Program on Saturday,
complete what | consider a very comprehensive effort in
generating a greater public awareness of Architecture.

And although our Institute has many goals and
functions, it is good public relations that keep our profession in
good standings in our community. Webster’s Dictionary defines
Public Relations as “the business of inducing the public to have
understanding for and goodwill toward a person, firm or
institution”. 1 humbly ask that more of you get involved in these
programs. The rewards are more than | can say here.

The longer I practice in this profession the more I am
appreciative of the role that architects play in our society. We
are very special people with a lot of different talents. We are
artists and builders -- we are business people and we are
philosophers -- we are sales people and we are community
leaders. We have all these abilities and our profession calls us
to use these talents for the good of the community. Once the
public understands this, they can’t say enough positive things
about us.

It is with great pride that | say | am proud to be an
Architect. And it is with great humility that I have been allowed
to serve as your president this year.

Until next time.

NEW MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members to
AlA Las Vegas.

Architects:
Simon Kim, AIA
Tate & Snyder Architects
Steve Maahs, AIA
Indigo Architecture, Inc.
Kriss Pettersen, AIA
TSA of Nevada, LLP
Rita Young, AIA
Morris & Brown, Inc.
Associates:
Anna Lisa Sy, Assoc. AlA
Paul Steelman, Ltd.
Roger Esplain, Assoc. AIA
Swisher & Hall, AlA, Ltd.
Darris Feterson, Assoc. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios
Allied:
Jeffrey Curtis
Architect Search
Lisa Dove
Sundquist Truman
Jerry Prewitt
Huttig Building Products

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

ARCHITECT

Seeking talented and responsible individual to fill
the position of Project Manager/Architect.
Position calls for licensed individual with 5 to 10
years experience in public and/or health care
building types. AutoCAD 14 experience required.

INTERN ARCHITECT

Talented and motivated recent graduates, previous
axperience a plus.
AutolCAD 14 experience preferred.

FAX Resumes to:
Holmes Sabatini Associates Architects, PC
702.436.1050
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KEVIN JEFFERS, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

On October 12, 1999, one of
AIA Northern Nevada's most beloved
members passed away due to complications from diabetes.
Dennis (Denny) Keith Askew was a member of the Northern
Nevada Chapter since 1993, and was the Professional Affiliate
(now Allied Professional) Board Member since 1994. Denny has
consistently been one of the hardest working and most
dedicated members of the chapter. He was instrumental in the
success of the annual Golf Tournament, and ironically he wasn't
even a golfer. He helped organize and manage our hugely
successful monthly luncheon programs and consistently
provided us with important an valuable information via the
companies he brought in for those luncheons. One of the most
popular parts of our annual product Expo (which he routinely
brought in many of the exhibitors for), was the raffle which he
organized completely on his own. It will be impossible to fill
the void our chapter will experience without Denny. In fact, it
will probably take several people to do what he did for our
chapter, but, there is no doubt, he will never be replaced.

On a professional level, Denny was our right-hand
man. He represented several high quality lines of products and
was always right there to answer any questions or help write a
spec or craft a detail. Even if it wasn't a product he carried, he
was the resource many of us depended upon to help us find the
source we were looking for. Denny’s passing has left a huge void
for many of us in our business’ that will no doubt be difficult to
fill. "I personally cannot think of anyone whose passing would
have such a profound impact on everyone in our profession
locally. To put it simply, Denny was loved and respected by all
who knew him.

On a personal level, I am honored to have been able to
call Denny my friend. Denny and | shared a common passion for
fishing, although some would say he was obsessed with it.
Although we never actually went together, we talked about our
fishing adventures almost every time we got together. Just the
week prior to his passing, we had talked about planning a trip to
Mexico this'winter and Aiaska next summer to fish. | will always
regret never having the chance to do that with him. He just lit
up when he talked about fishing. After seeing the photo
collages that were put together for his service, it's obvious it was
a huge part of his life; a part he shared with his family and
friends. Judging from the huge turnout for his service, or as the
minister put it “the celebration of Denny’s life”, it's obvious
Denny touched a lot of people’s lives. Speaking for AIA NN, our
hearts go out to his family. He will be missed and never
forgotten.

The Northern Nevada Chapter is looking for a fitting
way to memorialize Denny, so if you have any suggestions,
please let me know.

|

|

BRIEFS

Sheehan *Van Woert *Bigotti Architects has
announced the promotion of Brady G. Simmons and Charles R. )
Grundy as Architectural Associates, and Jean K. Read as %
Business Associate.

Harris Consulting Engineers has moved into their new %
10,000 square-foot headquarters, located at 770 Pilot Road,

Suite I. They can also be found at www.harrisengineers.com.
Harris is also one of the primary consultants on the JMA
Architecture Studios project - Stan Fulton International
Gaming Institute.

Ninyo & Moore will provide the geotechnical
consulting services for the proposed Donovan Way Street
Improvements project in North Las Vegas and also for the
Spencer/Wigwam Middle School project

TATE & SNYDER ARCHITECTS

Congratulations to
Shelly Hayden

Simon Kim
Our two newest Architects!

"May you have the hindsight to know
where you’ve been and the foresight to
know where you're going.”
Charles M. Meyers

In Memory

Dennis Keith Askew
Allied Member
AIA Northern Nevada
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AIA GROWTH & LEGISLATIVE
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT

By Michael L. Crowe, AIA

On October 8th and 9th, I attended the AIA Roundtable
on 1999 State Government Affairs Activities in Atlanta, Georgia.
Two points of discussion where interesting, well prepared, and
professionally presented by staff. These were Interior Design
Licensure and the future of the International Building Code.

The committee on Interior Design presented the results
of their research and announced that the AlA’s position is “Practice
acts should only be enacted for the purpose of protecting the public
safety.” The committee’s research revealed that the majority of
Interior Designers who wished the enactment of practice acts in
their states were for one of the following reasons.

. Distinction from Interior Decorators

2. Protect their right to practice their trade.

3. Provide gender equity in the design and
construction industry

4. Respect from Architects and others in the

construction industry

Additionally, the committee determined that Interior
Designers are not significantly involved in life safety issues to
warrant the need for state by state practice acts for Interior
Designers.

For these and other reasons the AIA supports Interior
Designers in their efforts to obtain state title acts for Interior
Designers. However, the change in attitude expressed regarding
this policy is that the AIA now realizes that regional differences
require individual States to pass Legislation which serve it's citizens
and business practices in that state. He also noted that the Interior
Designers had successfully lobbied the International Code Council
to include the phrase ‘registered design professional” instead of
‘architect and engineer’. The implication is Interior Design
Organizations will use this language to lobby state legislatures
saying that practice acts for Interior Designers are required to allow
Interior Designers to do business under the ICC.

The discussion on the International Building Code was
disappointing. In the past we have been led to believe that the
United States Justice Department was involved with the writing of
the International Code. When the ICC is adopted, and complied
with, Architects would meet the intent of the ADA. It was reported
that this is not the case. The ICC will not bring any relief to
Architects regarding the ADA. James C. Dinegar (Vice-President,
Government & Industry Affairs) noted that the AIA might soon file
suit against the Department of Justice in an effort to resolve the
unfair situation existing for Architects regarding the ADA. On
August 28" the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
announced they no longer support the notion of a single
international family of codes. They intend to work with the
International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical officials
(IAPMO) to create a second set of ‘coordinated model codes and
standards. The AIA is now studying what impact their action may
have on Architects. It seems that the AIA's 25-year effort supporting
the creation of a single international set of codes has been seriously
set back. Needless to say the conference ended on a sad note. As
Stan Bowman, Director of State & Government Affairs provides
more information, 1 will pass it on to AIA members.

AIA TASK FORCE ON CODES

BACKGROUND

For 25 years, the AIA has had a policy endorsing the
advancement of a single set of model building and construction
codes in the United States. This policy was reaffirmed twice: in a
1991 convention resolution and, most recently, in resolution 99-2,
entitled “AIA Support for the Adoption of the ICC International
Code.” Until recently, the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) and the International Code Council (ICC) were actively
discussing how to best incorporate NFPA's existing codes and
standards into the ICC International Code. Without warning, in early
April of this year the ICC filed suit against the NFPA for trademark
infringement, ending all discussion for cooperative endeavors. On
August 3lst, the NFPA issued a press release announcing a
memorandum of understanding with the International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) to collaborate on a
second set of “coordinated model codes and standards.”

THE AIA CODES TASK FORCE

AlA's Board, concerned that there would evolve two model
codes pitted against each other to the detriment of AIA members,
on September 18, 1999 authorized the creation of 4 Codes Task
Force. Charged to study these developments and assess how they
affect the AlA's long-standing policy for a single set of model codes,
the task force will be advising the Board at their December meeting.

In addition to soliciting input from representative groups
and individuals, the Task Force is compiling research and
documentation on this issue.

Preliminary findings indicate that there is a consensus
belief among the members of the Task Force that the AIA should
strive for the adoption of a coordinated set of model codes and
standards. The source producing the building codes is not as
important as having the elements of the code coordinated to work
together. The family of codes should include a building code and a
fire code as the core documents with all ancillary elements
(mechanical, plumbing, electrical, accessibility, etc.) coordinated by
the building code.

Differences in the code development process appear to
have contributed to the inability of the NFPA and the ICC to reach a
cooperative agreement. In addition to process differences, cultural
variance and a general misunderstanding of the inner workings of
the other’s organization contributed to the discord. Despite this, the
NFPA and the ICC were making significant progress toward reaching
agreement prior to the ill-timed lawsuit.

A variety of options are being considered. An update will
be presented after the November meeting followed by a complete
report with recommendations at the AIA National Board meeting in
December.



MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS &

EVENTS

PETER COOK TO SPEAK AT UNLV

Famed English Architect, Peter Cook will speak at the
UNLV School of Architecture as a part of the Klai::Juba Lecture
Series. The lecture is scheduled for 7:00PM on Monday,
November ISth in the Architecture Studies Library.

NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
ERIC OWEN MOSS, FAIA

Thanks to the Klai::Juba Lecture Series, noted architect
Eric Owen Moss, FAIA will be the guest speaker at the November
Membership Meeting. The meeting is scheduled for 6PM on
Wednesday, November 17th 1999 at the UNLV School of
Architecture. Be sure to RSVP to 895-00936 if you plan to attend.

Mr. Moss is one of the country’s most controversial and
interesting architects. He was educated at Berkeley and Harvard and
opened his office in Los Angeles in 1973. He has recently held
professional chairs at Yale, Harvard and appointments in
Copenhagen and Vienna, in addition to Sci-Arc, where he began
teaching in 1973 and is currently on the Board of Directors.

Current projects include work in Vienna, Spain, France,
New York, Los Angeles and Culver City. The latest completed
buildings are the 100 meter long Samitaur office block, headquarters
for Eastman Kodak, situated over a road in Los Angeles, and 3535
Hayden Avenue, the headquarters of an international digital design
firm (both buildings were for Samitaur Constructs of Culver City).
The Umbrella, the headquarters for a film production company and
The Beehive, a conference facility, are presently under construction.
Upcoming projects include high-rise towers in Los Angeles, the
Stealth building in Culver City, and residential projects in Hollywood
and Calabassas.

Moss is the recipient of 35 design awards from Progressive
Architecture and the American Institute of Architects, as well as the
1999 Award in Architecture from the American Academy of Arts and
Letters. He is a fellow of the American Institute of Architects.

DECEMBER HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
& INSTALLATION PARTY

AlA Las Vegas will celebrate the end of this century and
the beginning of the next in style at the fabulous Four Seasons
Hotel, located at Mandalay Bay. The Holiday Celebration and
Installation Party will be held on Wednesday, December I5th.
Guest tickets are $50.00 each. Wonderful dinner, cocktails,
entertaining program, the “Year In Review", music and the
installation of the new AIA Board Members. Mark your calendar
and use the form enclosed in this newsletter to make your RSVP.

IN THE NEW YEAR - 2000

Next year brings an exciting calendar of events for AIA
members. Nationally known speakers, special architectural
visits to Los Angeles and Phoenix, community projects and a
variety of special outings and programs to suit every interest.
Look for the calendar in next month’s issue.

AIA COMMUNICATIONS
SYSTEMS TO BE UPDATED

AlA Membership is growing rapidly and our need to
communicate with members and keep them informed is key to our
continued growth and success. Plans are currently underway to
revamp and expand our communications systems.

STATEWIDE NEWSLETTER PLANNED FOR 2000

In January, look for a new newsletter. Currently, both
Chapters (AIA Las Vegas and AIA Northern Nevada) publish a
newsletter and each is sent to all AIA members statewide. By
combining this effort under AIA Nevada and publishing one monthly
newsletter, both Chapters can save money and effort. The suggested
name for the new publication is “Nevada Perspectives”. It will
provide pertinent information on legislative issues and professional
practice as well as meeting and event calendars and editorial for
each region of the state. The objective is to unite the AIA
membership statewide and help to strengthen the profession.

ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS

AlA Nevada currently publishes the member directory and
resource book each year. This publication will get a new look and
format in 2000. In addition, the Communications Committee has
plans to publish the first “AIA Nevada Architectural Journal”
providing an voice for architects and a record of the architecture of
our state. Watch for additional information.

WEB SITE - aianevada.org

The AIA Nevada provides sites for each AIA Chapter,
which in turn provides information on membership, events,
meetings, as well as links to member sites. Next year, we hope to
expand the web site to include opportunities for Allied members to
be linked to the site in a “Virtual Product Show". Again, watch for
additional details.

1sKROB

CONSULTING
ENGINEERS
INC.

Electrical Thomas J. Krob, P.E.

Engineering 702-871-3621
7151 Cascade Valley Court

Suite 200

Las Vegas NV 89128




