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"Y-2 Khaos"
The 7th Annual Benefit Auction & Exhibit

for
The Nevada lnstitute for Contemporary Art

Opening Exhibit & Reception
Wednesday, August ll, 1999

A U G U s T

Cet a special preview of the works of 50 regional artists on Au6ust llth. when
AIA hosts the 7th Annual Benefit Auction and Exhibit for NICA. The actual
auction will be held on September l7th. Tom Schoeman, AIA and Ceorge
Carlock, AIA were two of the [iercest bidders in last year's auction.
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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
EDWARD A. VANCE, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA IAS VEGAS

The death oflohn F. Kennedy lr. has without question
affected all our lives over the past few weeks. But amidst the
unspeakable grief that we all have shared at his loss there remains
the hope and promise that he inspired, equaled only by the hope
and inspiration that his father had 6,iven us a generation a6,o.

lohn was often told by those who had chosen to enter a

public life o[service that they had done so because theywere
lnspired by his father.

As we enter the second half of this chapter'syear, I

encourage all ofyou to assessyour role in this most honorable o[
professlons. Be a part of the momentum.

Who knows,-Uqg may inspire somecne someday.

During the last decade this chapter has been served by
many of our membership's best and finest leaders. Each inspiriry
the next to serve our profession with the purpose and resolve that
provides us with the passion to continue as some of our
community s most important leaders.

Sadly, it wasn't very long ago that it was often difficult to
find and convince someone to run for this chapter's leade rship.
With the rigorous growth of our communi$r, it goes without sayin6
that the daunting, task of running, our practices coupled with the
often thankless iob of service to the profession certainly makes for
a difficult decision.

Recently howevcr, things have changed. Truly great and
inspiring individuals have served our chapter and our profession,
creatinE a new desire to run for offlce . Men like Bradley Schulz and
Windom Kimsey, have raised the bar and the perception o[our
place as architects in Las Vegas. Our membe rship and our
involvement in this ci$ are at an all time high. Andyour interest in
being a part of that is evident in the number individuals runnlng for
our board these past severalyears.
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NEW MEMBERS:

We are very pleased to welcome these new members to
AIA Las Vegas:

Architect:
Richard Danielson, AIA

City of Las Vegas Public Worxs

Assoclates:
laura Gerber, Associate AIA

RAtl & Fielden Companies
Harold Lopez, Associate AIA

Domingo Cambeiro Corp. Architects

Allied:
Don Calley

lmage Sound & Control
Donald Land, P.E.

CEA-Consulting Engineers & Associates, lnc.
Brian Schultz

Dupont Flooring Systems

BRIEFS
HSA Architects has relocated to 7201West Lake Mead

Blvd., Buildin6 l, Suite 212, LVNIV 89128.
Ninyo & Moore has announced their participation as a

Brownsfie lds Partner wlth the City of Las Vegas. The EPA awarded
a Erant to the City of Las Vegas to conduct a Brownsfields
Demonstration Assessment Pilot. A portion of this grant has bee n

allotted to the development of a Community Outreach Program.
Nil;ro and Moore will assist the City in deve lopin6, the Community
Outreach Prog,ram by conducting research on Brou,nsfields
applicatlons in Las Vegas, preparing, lnformational brochures to
disseminate information about he protram, and participatin6, in
workshops and tou,n hall meetings to provide information and
answer euestions about the program.

Lucchesi, Galati Architects, lnc. welcomes f eff Bender,
Dave Truman, and lason foriorian to the firm.

(7O2) 897-7613 (702) 897-2O7O

French Consulting Services, lnc.
LAND SURVEYORS

Randall K. French, PLS
Vice President

3016 W. Post
Las Vegas, NV 89118
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AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
KEVIN IEFFERS, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

The nature of competition in

the architectural field is an interesting part o[ our business and
seems to have some unique aspects to it. Something I have

stated before in this column is that we seem to be a profession
o[ mavericks with the tendency to strike out on our own,

fragmenting into smaller Eroups or even one-person shops. We

compete fiercely with one another for the same small pool of
proiects. What is unique is that, in general, it doesn't seem to
follow what mig,ht be considered "normal" business.in that the
smaller firms 6,o after the smaller jobs and the larger firms go

after the larger jobs. Technolog,ical advances have given smaller
[irms the capabilities of producing larg,e iobs; even one-person
firms can claim the ability to design, present and produce
almost argr size project.

lf they don't feel they have the clout to 6,o for it alone,

the trend seems to be toward teaming with the large out-of-town
expe rt, possibly even a national!y recog,nized firm, to try to land

the proiect. When the smaller firms make those kind of iudgement
calls, the lar6,er firms feel that in order to compete, they need to
team up with the "bi6 boys" as well. The result seems to be that
we invite these firms to our state and they end up slug6,in6 it out
with the other "big boys" (which they are used to) for our projectsl
Typically, the lion's share ofthe fee and the choice aspects ofthe
work will go to the larger firms with the local teams being left with
the table scraps. Sometimes these larg,er out-of-state firms end up

establishing themselves in our market with that one project and

becoming a permanent part of the competition.
I have a concern that these practices may have the

undesirable result ofgivinE our potential clients and public
a6,encies the idea that we don't have the capabilities locally to
handle these proiects on our own. ls it really in our best interest
to seek the out-of-town expert first, rather than select one of the
many capable and talented local firms? Am I just being
paranoid? ls it too idealistic to believe that we can ioin forces
and create some solidarity to reverse this trend? ls there any

possibility that we can start a trend of mergers or ioint ventures
amonEst the smaller firmsT Personally, I believe there is

strenEth in numbers, but that the bulk of the profession doesn't
agree with that philosophy. Could it iust be a matter of
educating our clients to the reality ofour business and to the
capabilities of our local professionals? ls the AIA a vehicle for that
task? As usual, I feel like I have a lot more questions than I do
answers. l'm sure a lot ofyou have opinions regarding, this subiect,
and I would welcome some open dialogue.

AUGUST

SHEEHAN * VAN WOERT +

BIGOTTI
Announces Nerv Design Partner and Name Change

Reno, NV - Sheehan * Van Woert Architects, one of the

oldest architectural firms in Reno, is pleased to announce that

Angela Bigotti, AIA has been named a Design Partner and given the

corporate title of Vice President. ln recognition of Ms. Bigotti's
contribution to the practice, lack Sheehan and Brad Van Woert have

officially changed the name of the firm to Sheehan*Van Woert*
BiEotti Architects. As part of the new firm structure, Iack Sheehan

will hold the position of Chairman of the Board, and Brad Van Woert
is now Chief Executive Officer.

Ms. Bi6,otti joined Sheehan * Van

Woert in 1992. She has over l0yeas of
experience as a proiect designer and

project architect, working on major

academic, cultural and corporate buildings

includin6, the New Student Services

Building at UNR, the Reno/Iahoe

lnternational Airport Parking Garage and

Slywalk, Crescent Valley Elementary

School, and Pioneer Citizens Bank in

Carson Ci$. She is responsible for

overseeing design of major proiectswithin the office. Current]y she is

spearheading the design ofthe Elko Cultural lnterpretive Center, and

Holy Cross Church in Sparks.

Born and raised in Reno, Ms. Bigotti studied architecture at

Arizona State Universiry where she earned a Bachelor of Science,

Design and a Masters in Architecture degree. Upon completion of her

education, she returned to Reno and ioined Sheehan*Van

Woert*Architects. Well respected by her colleag,ues, she is Past

President of the American lnstitute of Architects (AlA) Northern

Nwada Chapter and is the current Treasurer forAl,{ Nevada.

Sheehan*Van Woert*Bigotti Architects has offices in Reno,

Nevada and Folsom, California.
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LEGISIATIVE
ISSUES
FRED HILLERBY

HILLERBY & ASSOCIATES

It has been very euiet after
the ad journment of the 1999

Legislative Session. Asyou know, the
120-day limit on the session forced a

May 3l adiournment. The previous three legislative sessions
adiourned around the 4th of luly. To have been "free" for the
entire month oflune has been a real treat. For the most part,
legislators have been difficult to contact. They appear to be
enioying their freedom as well.

During the interim between lhe 1999 session and the
2001 session scheduled to begin on February l, 2001, there
will be a variety of activities. lnitially, the Legislative
Commission will be meetint August 19. One of their
functions will be to officially name the interim study
committees. There are a number of standin6 interim
committees as well as special committees named each
legislative session to deal with the issues that remained
unresolved. This report includes a list of the committees
that will be meeting this interim. Asyou can see,
professional architects may have little interest in the maiority
of these committees, (except where they may generate future
projects).

Another activity during the interim is the upcoming
2000 general elections. All 42 members of the assembly will
be up for reelection and l0 senate seats will be open. Also,
both House of Representative seats and the Senate seat
vacated by Senator Bryan will be up for reelection.

Governor Cuinn and his staff are interviewing
candidates for a number of open positions that require their
appointments. I also expect to see some changes in his
administrative agency heads.

I hopeyou are enioyingyour summer.

1999 Nevada lnterim Session

lnterim Studies Desienated bv Assemblv
A.B. 69E Directs Legislative Commission to conduct

interim study ofpension plan for certain

iustices and iudges.
A.C.R. 13 Directs Legislative Commission to continue

study of iuvenile iustice in Nevada.

A.C.R. 46 Directs Legislative Commission to conduct
interim study concerning statutory limitation
on damages that may be awarded to person in
tort action against State of Nevada, its
political subdivision or certain other persons.
("Sovereign lmmunity")

lnterlm Studies Desienated bv Senate
S.B. 432 Establishes Committee to Study Air Quality

Control Programs in Clark County.
S.C.R. 4 Directs Legislative Commission to appoint a

subcommittee to conduct interim study
concerni ng long,-term care.

S.C.R. 19 Directs tegislative Commission to conduct
interim study of methods to encourage
corporations and other business entities to
orEanize and conduct business in this state.

New Statutory Commlttees
A.B. 408 Revises provisions retatint to appropriation of

water. Assigned to expanded Committee on
Public Lands ("Domestic and Municipal Water
Wells")

A.t.B. 525 Creates task force for long,-term financial
analysis and planning.

A.B. 686 Creates Commission on School Safety and

luvenile Violence.
S.B. 443 Funding of Higher Education
S.B. 544 Makes various chang,es concerning, protrams

for public employees.
Other lnterim Studies
A.B.2ZO Creates an advisory committee to examine the

issue o[ locatinE a new 4year state college in
Henderson, NV.

S.B. 556 Task Force on Access to Public Health
Services.

S.C.R. I Directs Legislative Commission to conduct
interim study of requirements for
reapportionment and redistricting.

S.C.R. 16 Directs Legislative Commission to appoint
committee to continue review of Tahoe
Regional Planning Compact.

Onsoine Studies:
Leg,islative Committees on:

Health Care (NSR 2398.200); Public Lands (NRS

2 I 8.5363) ; Workers' Compensation (NRS 2 | S.5325) ;

High-Level Radioactive Waste (NRS 459.0085);
Distribution o[ Taxes Among tocal Governments
(Sunsets on 7 /l/2Ooll : Education (NRS 2 I 8.5352) ;

Advisory Council for Communi!r Notifications
(NRS t79D.200).
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