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WORLD CIASS ARCHITECT FEATURED CUEST SPEAI(ER

AT ART & ARCHITECTURE '99
Thom Mayne founded Morphosis in 1972 under the premise that design is a

collective enterprise. The objective was to develop unique projects which focus on
multiple needs predicated by the project belief, site and client. Currently, the offict
employs approximately 2O architects and designers directed by Thomas Mayne,
John Enright, and Kim Groves.

Thom Mayne received his undergraduate degree from the University of Southern
California in 1968, where he met five other students and educators with whom he
would later join and create the Southern California lnstitute of Architecture, or SCI

ARC. ln 1978, he received his masters degree from Harvard University. Over the
past twenty years, his academic activities have included teaching positions at
Columbia University, Harvard University, Yale, the Beriage lnstitute in Holland, anr
the Bartlett School of Architecture in London. Currently, Thom holds a faculty
position at UCLA School of Arts and Architecture.

Morphosis has been the recipient of 16 Progressive Architecture awards, 29 AIA
awards, as well as numerous other design recognitions. The fi rm has participated
in a number of group and solo exhibitions around the world, most notably, the
Contemporary Art Center in Ohio, the Walker Arts Center in Minnesota, and
currently a major retrospective of Morphosis work is due to open at the Netherland
Architecture lnstitute (NAl) in September 1999.
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PRESIDENT'S

M ESSACE
EDWARD A. VANCE, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA LAS YEGAS

lf you missed the General

Membership meeting held on April 21 at UNLV, you

missed (in my opinion) one of the best meetings we've
had in a long time. The room was dark, the public

announcement system was working perfectly (finally)

and the lecturers were informative and entertaining.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to Paul Brennan for
convincing Peter Pran and his friend Joey Myers (of

NBBJ) to take time out of their busy design schedutes

to visit our chapter here in Las Vegas. Joey and Peter

teamed up in a tandem fashion to deliver a

wonderfully effective presentation of their recent work.
Their presentation was a mix of slides and videos that
kept the audience in their seats until the very end.

Peter and Joey delighted our chapter with their work
which masterfully exemplified modern architecture at
its finest. Peter appropriately began his lecture with
comparisons of their work to those of Meis and Corbu
Their work's only exception to the holy writ of
modernist scripture (white) was their use of color,
which in my opinion was wonderfully liberating.

Their projects naturally were sophisticated in their
readings of context but their real powerful impact was
their sculptural artistry that surely inspired everyone in

the room.

I look forward to their return and will be askingfor a

another visit from them possibly next year. For not only
were these two great architects but they were

wonderful human beings that were sincerely interested
in their hosts and our work.

I salute them

MAY

KEVIN JEFFERS, AIA

PRES/DEIVI AIA NEVADA

By the time this issue of the

newsletter is out, we will have already attended the
AIA National Convention in Dallas, Texas. I hope I got

a chance to see a lot of my peers from Nevada at this
year's conference. This convention is perhaps the best
opportunity for members of our profession to connect
with each other and be educated as to the current
trends, lssues and products to take back to our firms.
This year's theme of "Think Big, Make lt Happen" has
powerful implications for all architects, especially for
us here in Nevada. Most of our communities are so
young, relative to most municipalities, that there is an
even better opportunity to make an impact with some
of these concepts. Most of the presentations at the
convention are centered around three important topics:
Leadership, Urban Revitatization and Sustainability.
Leadership is a topic I know l've touched on (or

harped on depending on your point of view) in the
past. With the type of training we receive in problem
solving and our need to integrate and perfect this skill
in our daily practices, doesn't it seem fitting for us to
share these skills with our communities in leadership
roles? I know everyone is busy, but I believe it matters
and I encourage you to dig deep and find a place to
put these valuable skills to work for our communities.
I promise the rewards are well worth itl

Urban Revitalization is a topic of ma.jor concern to us
in the West and especially for us in the Reno area.
With as many casino properties closing in downtown
Reno as we have had lately and issues such as a lock
of housing downtown and lowering the tracks through
the center of Reno, this is a topic at the forefront for
our city leaders. lt ls a perfect time to get involved
and step forward to provide leadership on these
issues. There are critical decisions being made that
will affect the future of Reno for a long time to come.

Continued to page 6. )
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LECISIATIVE

ISSU ES
FRED HILLERBY

HILLERBY & ASSOC//IES

The personality of the 70th

Session of the Nevada

Legislature continues to change

For the first time in Nevada history, all of the bills had

to be introduced within the first 50 days of the

legislature. During that time, there have been more

bills introduced than in the total 169 days of the 1997

legislative session. The Senate has introduced 544
bills compared with 497 last session. The Assembly

has introduced 681 bills compared wlth 670 last

session. On behalf of the AIA and the Growth

Committee of the Las Vegas Chapter, we have been

monitoring or actively involved in lobbying on 42 bills.

ln prior sessions, some of the major issues were never

resolved until the very end of the session. The April

19 deadline forced compromises and resolutions to

most of the major issues of the '99 session. The

construction defects legislation was amended and

passed by the Senate. The'feud between IGT and the

Nevada Resort Association was also resolved. ln
exchange for not giving up its ability to lease

equipment for the linked games, IGT will pay taxes on

Continued to page 6. )

UNLV UPDATE
MICHAEL ALCORN, AIA

DIRECTOR, UNLV SCHOOL OF

ARCHITECTURE

Keith Eggener, Assistant

Professor, has resigned to accept

a position at the university of

Missouri, Columbia. Keith's

resignation is a great loss to our program and I know

we all feel helpless to prevent Keith from making this

tragic career mistake. Keith has served our School

well and we all owe him a sincere thanks for the

scholarly recognition his work has brought to the

School, the diverse lecture serres he developed, his

development of Cities and Buildings into meaningful

classes, and his dedication to bringing a liberal arts

bias to the undergraduate program.

It is a mark of the respect that Keith has earned in the

UNLV community that the Provost has recognized the

importance of Keith's faculty position and authorized

us to begin an immediate search. Ads will be placed

in appropriate venues this week and we will begin

reviewing applications after the first of June.

Good luck and every continued success to Keith

Dr. Adil Sharag-Eldin, AIA and the students of the

Design/Build studio, through the excellence of their

design, the persuasiveness of their professionalism

and their relentless "schmoozing" have secured a grant

of $13,000 from the UNLV Alumni Association to

complete their pavilion east of the Sogg. Thls grant,

which represents 50 percent of the construction cost,

will enable the class to complete construction of this

important project by the Final Jury Awards

Presentation on May 12.

The Design/Build studio deserves our heartiest

congratulations for designing, building, and

assembling both materials and financing for the
project. Judging from the amount of re-bar embedded

in the project, the pavilion will be a delight to
architecture students for the next several millennia.

I

Two very important deadlines have recently passed. 
I

On April 9, all bills must have cleared the original 
I

committee of jurisdiction in order to survive. On April 
I

19, all bills must be out of the house of origin or they

will fail. The exceptions to this rule are those bills that 
I

have fiscal implications and are in the two money 
I

committees. After the dust cleared on April 19, the 
I

total bills that have been passed are 491. There are 
I

still a large number of bills that are in the money 
]

committees and therefore may still have the 
I

opportunity of passage. Thirteen of the bills that we 
I

are tracking on behalf of the AIA did not survive the 
I

first deadlines. There are currently 29 bills that we 
I

will work with until the end of the session. 
I
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III
PETER PRAN & JOEY

MYERS VISIT
Many members who attended the April Meeting

deemed it the best ever. Through the UNLV lecture

series, Peter Pran and Joey Myers, from NBBJ, one of

the largest architectural firms in the world, presented

recent work of the firm and discussed the projects

individually, with both slides and videotape. Peter

donated a copy of his book.
"Peter Pran, Jonathan Ward, Timothy Johnson, Paul

Davis: An Architecture of Poetic Movement" to the

Architecture Library. Over 165 AIA members, students
and UNLV staff attended the meeting. The meeting
was sponsored by The Richardson Partnership, lnc.,
CRS Consulting Engineers of Nevada and

M.A. Engineering, lnc. (Mustapha Assi, P.E.).

The Professional's Choice...

Peter Pran signs a copy of his book An Architecture of poetic
Movement for Janelle Wright, while Ed Vance, AIA watches.
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The highly trained profrssronai stafi includes

Mechanical Engrneers and desigmn, Electrical

Engineers and desrgners. Consructron

Administrarors and CA,D Dralters. as well as

outstanding administrative and office pervrnnel.

Memhrs of rire 35-person firm hold prolessional

regisuatron, collecrireh,, in l3 srares.

HCE has completed rnore than 2000 proFcrs tn

the las 15 years, wirh rhe ma.lority of that

busness coming lrom repeat clients or c]rent

refenals. HCE has developed solid working

relatronshipa with contractors, regulatory

pro{essionals, and clients, resulting in

proj.'cts that run snroothly, produce

professioaal results, that are on

tirne and on budget.
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TH E DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN ARCH ITECTS

AN D INTERIOR

DESICN ERS
ln Nevada, current law requires that lnterior Designers

be registered with the State Board of Architecture,

lnterior Design and Residential Design. This model

has been used in other states with regard to the

registration of interior designers. This year, two bills,

A8434 and 48609, currently making their way

through the Legislature, seek to change the

requirement for lnterior Design registration, and

overlook the issues of public safety and welfare.

Numerous states, including California, Louisiana,

Oregon, Alabama and lllinois, have proposed

legislation that would establish interior-design practice

acts. The AIA opposes practice regulation for all

occupations in the building design industry other than

for architects and engineers, stating in its public

policies: "ln the building design industry, the design

responsibility for the public health, safety and welfare

demands the education and experience required for

the licensing of architects and engineers and the AIA

opposes any dilution of this responsibility."

A new AIA publication, "ln the Public lnterest: The

Value and lmportance of the Regulation of Design

Professions" compares the education, training and

examination of architects versus that of interior

designers. Available in late June, the booklet will be a

valuable resource of useful facts and figures. For more

information, please contact Susan Pilch at AIA

National - 202-626-7 378.

N EW WESTERN

MOUNTAI N RECION

FELLOWS
This year's Jury of Fellows has elevated four

individuals from the Western Mountain Region. This

honor is conferred on members with at least 10 years

of continuous membership who have made signiflcant

contributions to the aesthetic, scientif ic, and practical

efficlency of the profession, to the standards of

architectural education, training and practice, to the

building industry through leadership of the AIA and

other related professional organizations to the

advancement of living standards of people through

their rmproved environment; and to society through

sign if ica nt pu blic service.

James H. Bradburn, FAIA

Through his technical innovations and management

refinements, he's built an award-winning firm

committed to integrity, professionalism and the pursuit

of community-enhancing design excellence.

Fred J. Hynek, FAIA

A true citizen architect, his volunteer efforts made it

possible for 63 young people in the western United

States to receive an architectural education.

Jennifer T. Moulton, FAIA

Her vision to combine good design and sound

planning with historic preservation has worked

economically and environmentally to expedite a

comprehensive urban revitalization of Denver.

Richard C. Farley, FAIA

For over three decades, he has translated society's

needs into a meaningful framework for civic

improvement and visionary growth, stimulating

connections between people, their heritage,

neighborhoods and city.
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III
AIA N EVADA PRESIDENT'S MESSACE,CONT.
KEVIN JEFFERS, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

Sustainability has almost become the buzzword of the

next century! lt basically means that we need to

attempt to meet the ever increasing needs of a growing

society without sacrificing the future of the

environment and ecosystem of the planet, which is a

daunting task no doubt. ln Reno, our City Master Plan

is written with such foresight that the concept of

Sustainability is its central theme. lt is an extremely

well written document that has incorporated some of

the most cutting edge concepts available in land use

planning. lt deals with issues such as urban sprawl,

traffic congestion, pollution, mass transit, and other
quality of life issues. I believe most of the answers to

our city's problems are addressed effectively and in

specific detail in this Master Plan document.

The goal now is to encourage our city leadership to

follow and implement their recommendations set forth
in the plan. lt currently doesn't appear that they are

doing so as effectively as they could. This is another
opportunity for Architects to lead the way (and some

are l'm glad to say) and get involved with the issues

that will have a profound effect on the future of our

communities.

BRIEFS:
Congratulations to Richard E. Van Horn and Anthea J.

Ross of Kleinfelder who recently obtained their Nevada

Professional Engineer registrations. Van Horn manages

construction and materials testing projects and Ross

provides quality assurance/quality control services for

Kleinfelder's Las Vegas offices.

Lucchesi, Galati Architects, lnc. welcomes Michael

Catrarn, Barry Tedesco, Dino DeBenedetti, and

Giovanni Pezzi Io the firm.

LECISTATIVE ISSU ES
CONTINUED

its share of the winnings equal to the taxes paid by the

resorts. Compromises on electric deregulation and the

continued deregulation of the telephone companies
were also reached. As each of the bills move to the

second house, they may be.modified; however, most of

the major deals have been done. I believe only the

electric deregulation bill has a chance of being

substantially changed once it moves to the Assembly.

One ot the major issues that probably will not be

resolved until the end of the session is how to spend
the moneys from the tobacco settlement. Governor

Guinn has announced in his State of the State address
that he was proposing that one-half of the tobacco
settlement moneys go for his "Millennium

Scholarships." He has since proposed that the other
half of the moneys be earmarked for health care
issues. His health care proposals will primarily benefit
senior citizens. The Assembly Democrats have

introduced legislation proposing that 75% of the
settlement go towards health related programs and the
remaining 25% would be available for scholarships. lt
will be very interesting to see whose proposal prevails.

The final 40 days of this session will certainly be

different than the first BO. There are now fewer bills to
be processed and each house will be hearing the other
house's legislation. The major policy issues will
probably be passed along with some state agency

bills. lt will be interesting to see how the other house
will treat the special projects of individual legislators.

The major issue yet to be resolved that affects the AIA

is whether or not the criteria for the licensure of
registered interior designers will be changed. The
Assembly has passed two bills, A8434 and 486i0
that will change the way interior designers are

licensed. The State Board of Architecture and the AIA

has opposed AB434 and will continue to do so in the
Senate. Those bills will be heard on April 29 rn the
Senate Commerce Committee. At that time, the AIA

will continue to support the State Board in opposition
to A8434. We are working closely with the committee
and are hopeful that we will succeed.
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