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AIA IAS VECAS

PRESIDENT'S

M ESSACE
EDWARD A. VANCE, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

It's been a very busy month for

all of us in the Chapter and we've only just begun.

Many of the committees we started this year have now
met for the first or second time and are beginning to

tackle the tasks before them. Earlier this month, the

State's three AIA chapters once again sent their officers

to the Grassroots Leadership Conference in

Washington, D.C.

We attended our regional WMR gatherings where we

all updated each other on our individual performances

and activities. lt was there that we formally submitted
the name of Brad Schulz, AIA (Past-President of AIA

Nevada) for Regional Director. Soon you will be

receiving mailers announcing his candidacy and I

encourage all of you to support him. Brad will
represent the state well and we need his leadership

and representation on our regional board.

While in Washington, Kevin Jeffers and I attended a

seminar that inspired me to start yet another
committee. The seminar was entitled "Demystifying

Fellowship" and although Kevin had attended similar
seminars years ago, he said this was the best one yet.

We learned that the Dallas Chapter along with their
Fellowship Committee carefully mentors their
candidates throughout their careers. The result is that
the Dallas Chapter averages 16 submittals per year

and nearly half of them are accepted into the College

of Fellows. This is extraordinary.

Needless to say we have a lot of catching up to do. I

will be asking the only two fellows in the state to join
me on this committee. Together we will begin to
identify the deserving architects in the state and
warrant this level of recognition and help them to
ach ieve it.

I MARCH

Continued to page 15. >

AIA NEVADA

PRESIDENT'S

M ESSACE
KEVIN JEFFERS, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

By the time this newsletter hits

the streets, we will have completed our 1999
Legislative Affairs Dayl At the time of this writing, we

have had a very poor response to our requests for
participants. I hope we'll be surprised by the flood of
last minute responses. Thanks somewhat in advance
to all the people who did actually believe it is worth
the effort. lt's not hard for most of us to feel removed
from the political process because it seems so distant
from what the majority of us experience as "every day
life, "but our lawmakers are really just people like us
put into very difficult decision making positions (by

us). lt's pretty easy to disagree with the decisions and
even criticize the decision makers, but until we are

willing to step forward to take on that responsibility, I

am going to believe in the system we have in place

and the people we put there to represent us. I

apologize for inching toward that soapbox!

The AIA Grassroots Leadership Conference was once
again a very worthwhile experience! Sometimes there
are distinct advantages to coming from a state with
such a small population. We are among the very small
percentage of participants that speak direcfly with our
Senate and Congressional leaders. Most conference
attendees speak only with aides! Our state leaders are
very easy to speak with, down-to-earth people who
were genuinely interested in the topics we presented

as important to our profession.

One comment that was made to us was that our topics
for discussion were not a self-serving as many other
groups that our Senate and Congressional leaders meet
with. They really felt our interests were focused much
more for the good of all our communities and citizens,
and I couldn't agree more. lt was sure nice to hear
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BRADLEY D

SCHUW, AIA

CAN DIDATE

FOR WM R

He has been active in the AIA

since becoming a member in 198s, an0 now ne s

making a bid to represent Nevada architects in the

Western Mountain Region. Brad Schulz, AIA has

served as President for both AIA Las Vegas and AIA

Nevada. He has been an active member of the Board

and has chaired numerous committees including the

very successful AIA Annual Golf & Putting Tournaments

and the AIA Product Show. Most recently he was Chair

of the Nevada-sponsored WMR Conference, which was

one of the most successful in the history of the WMR.

Election will be held at the WMR Conference, August

26-28 in Tucson, AZ. Plan to attend...and vote for

Brad !

"Providing a Soltd Foundation Study

for Today's Architecture "
. Hydrogeologic lnvestigations /Dewatering
. Soils and Foundation Studies
. Construction Material Testing
. Underground Geology/Rock Mechanics
. Asbestos and Lead Based Paint
. Environmental Audits/Assessments
. Chemical and Hydrocarbon Spills
. Biological lnvestigations

Las Veqaql
(702) 269-8336 @

. Indoor Air Quality

Reno:
(702) 856-3833

CorurRsE Co*rrLrANrs
Over 50 Years of Dedrcatron rn Errgrneerrng and Envriorrmerrlal Scrences

Geotechnical, Environmental & Materials Testing

MARCH

BRIEFS
To celebrate its 4Sth year and highlight the new

services it offers, Mercury Blueprint has changed its

name to Mercury Reprographics. The company is a

leading local provider of printing, scanning and

counting services primarily for architecture,

engineering and construction professionals. The firm

will also implement a new graphic identity. Miguel

Garcia has been promoted to Vice President of Sales

for Mercury, and Kim A. Lotti has loined the staff as

Sa les Account Representative.

REPROGRAPHICS

Congratulations to Judy Bundorf, who is celebrating

fifteen years as Office Manager for Harris Consulting

Engineers. "When I started there were about 1O

people working in this small, new engineering firm.
Now there are about 35 of us, and we are busting at

the seams of our 7,000 square-foot building. Soon

we'll be moving into our new 10,000 square foot

facility - that is as soon as we can find the time to get

it designed and built."

Congratulations also to Paul Siler. Paul is a Project

Manager for Terracon's Environmental Department and

has recently passed his Professional Engineer exam.

Tate & Snyder Archltects was awarded the contract for

the Washoe County Courts Master Plan update.
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TH E I4TH AN N UAL

MONTEREY DESICN

CON FERENCE

"The Return of the Subject" is the theme of this year's

14th Annual Monterey Design Conference, being held

April 16-18, at the Asilomar Conference Center,

Monterey, California. The list of conference faculty is

impressive and includes Charles Jencks, Thom Mayne,

AlA, Robert lvy, FAIA, Martha Schwartz, Ray Kappe,

FAIA, Paul Saffo, Jerry Hirshberg, Rebecca Binder,

FAIA, Jorge Silbetti and Buzz Yudell, FAIA. Registratlon

deadline is March 25th. For information call877'
MDC-1009, or e-mail assist@bfp.net. Asilomar

Housing Registration call 831-372-8016.

,A==uranEEu-o
Mted to rrrstrarrcc Bxcebrrcc

South T€ch Businsss Park
4:325 S. lndustrial Road, Suite 300
Las Vegas, Nevada 89103
(702) 798-3700. Fax 798-3711

Sp€chlizing in all lorms of
bonds and insurance lor th€
d€sign protessional and tie

corEtruc{ion industry

A FULL SERVICE I]{DEPENDENT IilSURAI'ICE AGEIICY

MARCH

AIA NATIONAL

CONVENTION
THINK BIC, MAKE IT HAPPEN . DALLAS 99

lf you haven't already, you should soon receive your

registration book for the '99 AIA National Convention

in Dallas. The dates are May 6-9, and a varrety of CE

programs and events are being offered. Your $50.00
registration fee covers your attendance in most of the

CE programs, but you must be registered for the

programs in order to attend. To find out more, contact

the AIA Conventron Hotline al202-626-7395 or the

web site at www.aiaonline.com.

THE SMPS 1999 NATIONAL

MARI(ETI NC

CON FERENCE
August 1 1-14.The Hilton Downtown.Portland, Ore

Join hundreds of the nation's top marketers and senior-

level executives in making plans NOW to attend the

1999 SMPS National Marketing Conference. Once

there, industry experts, experienced instructors, and
your peers will challenge you to think beyond the

familiar business landscape as you chart new

marketing and business development frontiers for your

Al€lC ftm.

Hotel Reservations: The conference rate at the Hilton
Downtown is $145 per night, single or double

occupancy. Call BO0-445-8667 to make reservations

as soon as possible. The cutoff is July 10.

Early Bird Conference Registration Fees (received by

the National Office on or before June 3O):

Member Rate: $600 Nonmember Rate: $750

Conference Registration Fees received by the National

Office after June 3O):

Member Rate: $700 Nonmember Rate: $850

For further information, please contact Lora Williams,
Education Coordinator, 800-292-7677 xlO or e-mail
lora@smps.org.
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s O.C. WALLACE, INC. trBlGI$IiEtrM[0,{(* ARCHITECTURE
I555 SOUTH R.AINBOW BOULEVARO L^S VEGAS, NEVADA 89I46
{/0?} 804-2000 postmcter@gcwolloce.com

cuslom home, single lomily ond muhi-fomily residentiol design

commerciol shopping centers. inslilulionol ond offi ce bui ldi ngs

progromming . 5116 snslysis . schemotic design . design

developmenl . 2-D ond 3-D preseniotions . conslruction
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CRASSROOTS '99
RANDY LAVIGNE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The 1999 Grassroots Leadership Conference was a

great success. The goal is for leaders from each AIA

Chapter to converge on Capitol Hill and speak with

their representatives directly about the legislative

issues that impact the profession. Jim Dinegar, Vice

President of AIA Government and lndustry Affairs

planned and executed a very successful assault. On

the morning of February 4th, over 700 AIA members,

armed with "blueprints" that illustrated the issues of

"tax credits," "legal reform" and "livable communities"

marched into the Congressional and Senate office

buildings and made our statements. Your Nevada

Contingent was successful in visiting with all four of

our representatives, and made the point that when

these issues come before them for vote, we'll be

watching the results. Grassroots is also an opportunity

to get the updated information on AIA plans and

systems.

CDB TO BE REPLACED IN 2OOO

The AIA's Consolidated Database (CDB) system, used

by AIA National and components to process member's

billings and invoices, has been the object of great

expectations and not-so-great delivery over the past

two years. lts poor performance has led AIA National

and its components to agree that getting a new system

Continued to next column. )

Memberc of the Nevada Contingent at Grassroots iust outside The
White House. (l-r) James Mickey, AIA - President-Elect, AIA Northern
Nevada; R. Lavigne, Executive Director; Eric Anderson, AIA - President-
Elect, AIA Nevada; Walter Estay, AIA - President, AIA Northern
Nevada; Kevin Jeffers, AIA - President, AIA Nevada and Ed Vance, AlA,
President, AIA Las Vegas.

and contracting with a new vendor are the most

effective means of procuring a database that works for

all. ln concept, the consolidated database we would

allow AIA National and components to synchronize

membership records, use a single invoice for all levels

of membership duBs and allow a stngle lock box for

transferring funds. Execution of the system through

the 1999 dues cycle was serviceable: moneys were

properly allocated and member records were posted

properly, however the going was slow and the process

still rocky.

The AIA plans to use the current system to complete

the 2000 billing cycle - staff and outside consultants

agree that the risk of calamity in trying to switch to
another system in the currently cycle is too high.

Eric Anderson, AIA pauses during the Grassroots Conference to
contemplate the many and varied methods for achievinE CE credits for
lssues of egress and cueing in entertainment venues.

Strategy for the year 20Ol and beyond centers on

hiring a new vendor who will work within the AIA's

already defined parameters and the existing data

collection structure. Selection of a vendor will take
place within the next 60 days. The complete process

is expected to take a year.

AIA MEMBERSHIP

It may interest you to know that AIA Membership has

increased 16% since 1990. Current membership

shows 65,380 members nationally - 72% are

architects (47 ,Ll5) 1B% are associates (11 ,842) and

lO7" are emeritus members (6,423). With regard to

diversity 77" are classified as "Minority" - 877" are

Continued to next pug.. )
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