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Presipent’s MEssace
by Windom Kimsey, AlA

| was searching for a suitable topic
for this months message when | had
the good fortune to be involved with
the NAAB Accreditation Team visit
at the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas School of Architecture. To
those of you who are not familiar with
the situation of our hometown
architectural school p|eqse allow me
to explain. Although there is a brand
new building that houses the
architectural program on the south
end of campus ( | must note that there is a |ong story associated
with this happening, but | will leave that for another day) the
program is not accredited with the National Architecture
Accreditation Board. This means that graduates from the
program are eligible only to become licensed in the state of
Nevada. It also means that the school has @ recruiting burden
for soliciting students for the program.

You might be wondering where this is all leading, but let me
explain a little further. During the accreditation process a
number of representatives from our professional architectural
community met with the visiting accreditation team. We were
asked to talk about the architecture program and give our
thoughts on the students and their relationship to the
professional community. After listening to our comments the
visiting team commented on our unique and close relationship
with the school and its students. What | see is a great
opportunity to continue giving the school our much needed
support both in professional and financial assistance. The
accreditation team expressed their concerns that the program
not be forgotten now that they have a building. The school
provides this professional community with the majority of its
future architects and interns and it is vital that we continue our
support.

As president of our chapter | urge all of our members to lend
our support fo the architecture program. If all goes well with
the accreditation process we will have something fo raise our
glasses to during architecture week. So prepare to come out
to all of the events this month and celebrate our pro{'ession.

AIA Nevapa Presipent’s Messace

by Michael Crowe, AIA

On September 13, | represented
Nevada at the AIA State Government
Networks roundtable discussion on
Professional Service Taxation. The
session was held at the Monona
Terrace Convention Center, in
Madison, Wisconsin.

The building reflects the original
Frank Loyd Wright sketches for the
building. Itis located two blocks from
the State Capitol Building, and is sited
on the shore of the adjacent Lake Monona. The lake view
from the conference rooms is spectacular. Following debate
whether the project should be constructed or not it seems the
building is welcomed and accepted by the community.

The roundtable discussion centered around the fairness of taxes
which are or may be levied on professional services. The
theme of the conference was how to defend the profession
from the implementation of new state and local professional
service taxes. Currently, such taxes are levied in eight states.
New Mexico has such a tax in the form of a net receipts tax.
Gary Williams, (NM) noted that the only problem which they
have encountered is from non taxed competition from Texas
Architects. However, he noted that submittals for public work
do not require listing of the service tax and that it is added to
the fee at the time of billing. Thus far, this tax has been paid
without question by all public entities. The representatives of
the other seven states which tax professionql services expressed
no opposition to this form of taxation. They explained that in
one way or another they were passed ontothe project owner.
It was noted that in most cases the monies collected helped
their communities and at least indirectly helped the
Architectural Profession.

The representatives of the remaining states where such a tax
is not imposed felt that any taxation levied on professional
services was unfair. There are two primary arguments against
the implementation of such a tax. The first is that if it is a gross
receipts tax it could cause double taxation because a large
portion of architectural gross fees are performed by
consultants. The second is that a state or local service tax
could negatively effect the competitive strength of firms located
in these areas. Representatives of the states which impose
service taxes felt that these problems had been solved in their
states by administrative procedures. However they felt that if
all states taxed professional services equally these potential
problems would not exist.

Wisconsin State Senator, Joseph Wineke (D) discussed “the
policy maker’s perspective on service taxes’. He stated
that historically the potential revenue from these taxes was
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small. But, as our economy has changed from o manufacturing
to a service base the potential income from service taxes as
increased drastically. He noted that this is common knowledge
in government and to expect such legislation to rear it's head
at both state and local levels.

Senator Wineke noted that new taxes are never popular and
that as |ong asthe economy is strong and governments coffers
are full there is probably not a serious threat that Professional
Service Taxes will expand to other jurisdictions. However,
beware that if our expansionist economy falters and these
coffers are emptied attempts to implement such taxes across
the country will increase. The question was asked if any state
which did not have a state income tax had implemented taxes
on professional services. The answer was no. He felt that
state income taxes would be implemented before service taxes.
Methods of opposing legislation was discussed. The necessity
of employing a professional lobbyist was stressed. In many
states such taxation isunconstitutional. Efforts to modify these
court interpretations should be monitored and opposed.
Architects and Engineers should be acquainted with their
representatives and explain the issues to them.

Additionally, a state issue status report was presented by AIA
staff. This document is on file in our local office. A few of
these issues are noted below.

1. Quality based selection - A serious challenge is
coming from engineers and architects who are publically
employed by the state of California in the form of the Pegg
initiative.  The AIA Nevada board has resolved and sent
500.00 dollars to AlA California to help them oppose this
threat.

2. Tort reform - Methods of |imiﬁng frivolous lawsuits
is a general concern.

3. Interior Designer Registration - Many states will
face this issue in the near future. Many representatives were
curious about the form of legislation which Nevada has
implemented.

KEVIN KEMNER

AIA LAS VEGAS PHOTO SHOW

THE AIA LAS VEGAS PHOTO SHOW IS NOW ON
VIEW AT THE RAINBOW LIBRARY. THIS YEAR 18
IMAGES WERE SELECTED BY THE JURY AND ARE
PRESENTED THROUGHOUT THIS ISSUE. THE

SHOW IS ONVIEW FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS.
A FULL COLOR DESKTOP CALENDAR WILL BE
AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS THIS DECEMBER

New Memsers
by Randy Lavigne

We are very hcppy to welcome a new members to the AIA
Las Vegas Chqpfer.

Thomas Thomka, AIA
Greeley & Hansen Architects

Architect:

David Bringas, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Kip Barton, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Dwayne Eshenbaugh, Assoc. AIA

Lucchesi Galati Architects
Fernandita Aquino Perez, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Huiting Sun, Assoc. AIA

Perlman Architects, Inc.
David M. Walker, Assoc. AIA

JMA Architecture Studios

Associates:

Allied: Sheila R. DuBron
Carter & Burgess
Anthony Lief
Chanen Construction Company
William Watts
Commercial Kitchens, INC.




AIA Locat anp Stare News

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

AIA ELECTIONS

The following candidates are running unopposed for the officer
positions on the State Executive Committee. President Elect:
Kevin Jeffers, AIA; Secretary: Ed Vance, AIA and Treasurer:
Rick Sellers, AIA

AlA Las Vegas - This year we have a number of nominations
for positions on the AIA LV Board of Directors. Each candidate
has provided a statement regording their background and
qualifications for the position. You'll want to review them
carefully before marking your Official 1997 Ballot, which is
included in this newsletter. You may cast your vote (turn in
your ballot) via mail or fax to the AIA office, prior to the
November meeting; or bring it with you to the meeting. Votes
will be counted and the 1998 Board members names
announced at the November Meeting.

President Elect: Ed Vance, AlA
Treasurer: Mark Dowell, AIA
(incumbent, unopposed)
Secretary: Joyce Orias, AIA
Larry Staples, AIA
Wade Simpson, AlA
2 Directors Positions: Eric Anderson, AIA
Roland Wisdom, AIA

Curt Carlson, AIA
Brandon Sprague, AIA
Gary Guy Wilson, AIA
Liza Hansen, AlA

Bruce Shwartzman, AIA

ANTON SCODWELL

David Frommer, Assoc. AlA -
(Incumbent)

Evan Vause, Assoc. AlA
Anthony Young, Assoc. AIA
Robert Messiana, Assoc. AIA
Craig Forrest, Assoc. AlA

Associate Director:

Allied Director: Peggy Pound - (Incumbent)
Pentacore Engineering, Inc.
Kathy Plant,

Nevada Sales Agency
Lora Peluso,

American General

Insurance & Investment

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS:
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Ed Vance, AIA

Ed Vance's past and present contributions to the AIA are
extensive. He has been a member of AIA since 1987, and
has served in the past as a Director of the AIA Las Vegas
Chapter, Chairman of the Golf Tournament, Editor of the Forum
Newsletter and Editor of the AIA Membership Directory. Today,
Ed serves as Secretary of AIA Nevada and as the Nevada
State Coordinator for NCARB's Intern Development Program.
As President-Elect, Ed will work to enhance the relationship
between the local profession and UNLV’s School of
Avrchitecture.

Ed is Vice President of JMA Architecture Studios. Since joining
the firm in 1989, he has participated in and led all phases of
architectural services in his roles as design and production
architect to project manager to project director. Active in the
community, Ed sits on the Executive Boards of the Lied Discovery
Children’s Museum and the Boulder Dam Area Council of the
Boy Scouts of America. He is a member of the Las Vegas
Founder’s Club, the Nevada Development Authority and is a
past instructor at UNLV's School of Architecture. Ed is a
registered Architect in ten states and is certified by the National
Council of Architectural Registration Board.

TREASURER

Mark Dowell, AlA

“During the past year as Treasurer and member of the Board
of Directors, | have been able to participate in the decision
making process for the AIA Las Vegas Chapter. Ithas been a
learning experience and | would like to continue as Treasurer.
This Chapter is continuing to slowly grow as an asset to the
Architectural community, and | am glad that | can take an
active role in it's growth. For this Chapter to be able to offer
more services to its members, it will require more input and



participation by its current and future members. Serving as
the Treasurer on the Board of Directors is a way for me to
participate in the Chapter’s continued growth. This is why |
have agreed to run again.”

SECRETARY

Joyce Orias, AlA:

Joyce is a Project Design Director at Yates Silverman, Inc. She
was the Project Interior Design director for the New York/
New York Hotel & Casino. Previously, she was Project Designer
for Walt Disney Imagineering. responsible for the design of
venues at the MGM Studio Tours, Walt Disney World, Orlando
and was part of the installation team for Main Street in
EuroDisney|qnd, France.

“Having become a member of the Las Vegas Chapter of AIA
shortly after my arrival from Los Angeles three years ago, |
am continually impressed with the cohesiveness of the Chapter,
the degree of involvement of its officers, the variation of its
meeting topics and the camaraderie among its members.
Because | am relatively new to the areq, it is a surprise and an
honor to be nominated as Secretary to the Board. As an
officer of the Chapter, | offer the potential of calling on many
of my former and current co||ec:gues and associates as future
meeting speakers. | would focus energy info assisting in the
creation of colorful and unique meeting venues. | would also
endeavor to put my social skills to task by calling on local
business leaders with whom | have had working experience,
informing them of the challenges of the AIA LV , and
encouraging to contribute their support. Fina“y, | look forward
to getting to know the many talented members of the local
chapter on a one-to-one level. | appreciate the nomination
and will do my best to increase the growth and awareness of
our local chopfer.”

Wade Simpson, AlA

“Wade Simpson has been a member of AIA Las Vegas for the
past three years and has been actively involved with the Design
and Exhibits Committee. Wade is a native Las Vegan and
takes great pride in the community that we live in. He has
been a licensed architect since 1991 and is committed to
helping the Las Vegas Chapter of the AIA continue to grow
and expand in positive directions. A 1989 graduate of the
University of Utah, Masters of Architecture Program, Wade
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has served on past AIA committees such as the Salt Lake City
Rudat. As a member of the Board of Directors he is committed
to provicling his available resources in exponding the exposure
and opportunities for AIA Las Vegas.”

Larry Staples, AIA

Licensed since 1989, AIA Las Vegas Chapter member since
1996, | am an associate at JMA Architecture Studios and the
Project Manager for the Health Care Studio. Since graduating
from the University of Arizona, | have practiced architecture
for 11 years with the last three years at JMA. | would
appreciate the opportunity to serve as Secretary for AIA Las
Vegas. Although | have not held any position on the Board of
Directors, | would bring a new outlook to the issues that affect
our industry and our image as professionals in the Las Vegas
community.

2 DIRECTORS POSITIONS

Eric Anderson, AlIA

“I have served on the Board of Directors for several months,
and feel that | can serve the membership as a Director for a
full term effectively in three areas:

* Using my experience from my service as a director
for the West Virginia Society of Architects to further the mission
of the AIA locally to support and enhance the architectural
profession.

* Providing support to help the chapter develop thei~
website, using my experience from the development of my
office and special interest websites; see http://
www.concentric.net/ ~Eea/Facmgmt.htm as an

example;



