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MR | s VEGAS ONCE WAS A TOWN OF REAL CHARACTER - THEN IT GREW. IN THE SEPTEMBER MEETING, ==
COMMISSIONER YVONNE ATKINSON GATES WILL DISCUSS ISSUES OF GROWTH AND THE FUTURE OF LAS VEGAS.




Presipent’s MEessacE
by Windom Kimsey, AIA

It is hard to pick up the paper
nowadays without reading an article
on “Growth in the Las Vegas Valley.”
Should there be a ring around the
valley? Who is right....Commissioner
Gates or Senator Titus2 |, myself,
wonder why there is a problem
NOW. It does seem a bit sudden. |
have lived here for eight years and
the growfh has been steqdy, so why
now? s it only a political issue ripe
for picking because elections are
next year? Have we gained enough maturity as a community
to seriously be introspective about the quclity of our
environment? s it too late to fix our problems? Are we
doomed to a life filled with endless vistas of tile-roofed
suburbia? The list of questions could go on and on, but the
answer is unfortunately “yes” to all of those
questions....unless we take a stand. That means me, you
and all of the others in our profession who are so quiquely
equipped to address these kinds of issues.

| just spent a weekend at Sundance, Utah, attending the AIA
Western Mountain Region Conference where the topic for
discussion was “building western communities.” there were
many good ideas for dealing with suburban sprawl, quality
of life, preserving green space, view corridors and a plethora
of other issues which seem to be a non-factor in developing
our own community. Who is going to show the developers
the value, and, by that | mean the profitabilify, of pursuing
alternate means of planning communities. Everyone who
lives here that grew up somewhere else always talks about
their old communities and their amenities with a distinct
fondness (usually not about the weather though). Why is
this2 It is because they had variety and uniqueness. They
had garages facing alleys, they had a front porch, or a
neighborhood store or a sense of a neighborhood. There
was affordable housing. We can have these things here
and with some effort on our part we can make it happen.

The Western Mountain Region Conference will be here in
our own backyard next year. We will be under the
microscope, but let’s show these peop|e that we are p|<:mning
and building a bright and livable future for our community.
It takes effort, perseverance, vision and a desire to live in
better place. Bring your thoughts and ideas to the September
Chapter meeting. We have Commissioner Yvonne Atkinson-
Gates as our speaker and she will be talking about “Growth.”
Let's show her how much architects care and what we can
do to help. See you there!

AIA Nevapa Presipent’s MEessace
by Michael Crowe, AIA

For the past several months we have
reported the results of AIA Nevada's
|obbying efforts and the outcome of
a very successful legislative session
for the AIA. Our lobbyist, Mike
Hillerby has sent us a complete
update package which includes
copies of all applicable signed
legislation. These are on file at the
Las Vegas and Reno offices as a
resource for all AIA Members. If
anyone has an issue which they
would like addressed in the next session please bring it to
our attention.

The board is outlining the budget for next year. We are
dealing with several issues we have not dealt with before.
AlA National has modified their bookkeeping system. All
membership billings will be from National, rather than from
the individual Chapters. Monies will be distributed to the
state components who will distribute funds to the chapters.
This planned change is why Randy Lavigne’s position is
partially funded through AIA Nevada. We ate concerned
that monies may not flow as quickly to local chapters as they
have in the past. We are working with Reno’s board to
investigate the best way to fund AIA Nevada. Under our
present system only a portion of an individuals dues are tax
deductible. Our PAC and it's associated account will be
utilized to Pay for our legislative activities. AIA Nevada is
sponsoring the Western Mountain Region Conference in 1998,
and we are planning for it now. AlA Las Vegas will be the
host.

The 96 Western Mountain Region Conference, held in Aspen
Colorado, discussed sustainable architecture. This year’s
conference’s theme was Vision, Power, And The Future Of
Western Communities. It was held in Sundance Utah. The
rejuvenation of Salt Lake City, Preparing for the winter
Olympics and rural planning issues were discussed in detail.
Our intent is to maintain the general theme and discuss Las
Vegas's origins, the development of Hoover Dam, and the
uncontrolled growth which has made Las Vegas what it is
today. What the region and our city may be in the future
will be explored. The city’s impact on the natural environment
will be discussed in detail.

Puoro Essay
by Jeff Bender

In this months essay Jeff records the “world class”
qualities of Las Vegas’ neighborhoods. The

accompanying captions are excerpts concerning
growfh in America’s cities



CriTIQUE

by Kevin Kemner

This summer’s most celebrated architectural event has been
the construction of Fox Television’s and Kaufman and Broad's
Simpson House. The project is significant on two points: first
the media exposure that the house has received and second,
what the house reveals about the public expectations of
domestic architecture. Television, where the bulk of available
programming is repetitive and significance is indistinguishable
from insigniFiconce, has mined the American Suburb as an
iconic presence fo the point of exhaustion. Continuing in this
manner, local media coverage of the Simpson House, has
centered on the residence as a model of the ideal suburban
existence as experienced by the cartoon family, and has not
addressed the real issues this project illuminates. “Rather, it
overlays the homogenized truth of television upon the less
easily digested reality of the post-modern suburb.

In television’s Springfie|d each house is unique, |cnrge, and
situated in a neighborhood defined by undifferentiated public
streets. Each homeowner has the capacity (or the civic duty)
to individualize their property resulting in diverse
neighborhoods. The normalcy of the Flanders residence,
therefore, is made poignant by being adjacent to the radically
different normalcy of the Simpsons. In Las Vegas, on the
other hand, the Simpson House is situated in a developer
neighborhood-in-the-making defined by differentiated non-
linear streets and undifferentiated houses. What makes the
Simpson House unique in this context is not the form of the
house, which is based on a standard model, but its color.
Once the house is presented to the Simpson House Contest
winner, however, it is to be repainted to conform to the CC&R
standard beige paint scheme of the development. The
architectural event of the year will be rendered anonymous
within an afternoon.

continued on page 8

CORRECTIONS

Omission - Last months Photograph essay was by Jeff Bender
who also serves as AIA Photo-Contest Organizer. His work
also appears in this months issue

Errata - The August Briefs should have read that Lucchesi -
Galati Architects contracted directly with the Owner not
Precision Construction regarding the Deluca project.

AIA Nevapa Desion Awarbps

Here it is....September 1st already. Where are all of you? |
thought you were going fo enter the 1998 AIA Nevada Design
Awards. Been on vacation? Haven't had time? Forgot about

ite OK...OK...OK....we'll extend the deadline. Go ahead

and send in your entry forms and fees. You can pick up
your submission binders and requirements at our new offices
(First floor, new UNLV School of Architecture) And....For
your convenience....entry forms are included in this
newsletter....again.

New MemBERs
by Randy Lavigne

We are very happy to welcome these new members to the

AlA Las Vegas Chapter; Vival

Associates:
Rosemary D’Amato
RAFI (Robert A. Fielden, Inc.)
Allied:
Grant Gibbs, President
HOWA Construction, Inc.
Anthony M. Lief, Vice President

Chanen Construction Company, Inc.

NO MATTER HOW DEEP THEIR INVESTMENT OR HOW SHREWD

THEIR SIMULATION, CLOSED CORPORATE DEVELOPMENTS CAN
NEVER DUPLICATE THE QUALITIES OF THE OPEN CITY *

albert pope




AIA Locat anp Stare News
by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

ELECTION TIME

AlA Las Vegas - It's time to elect new officers and directors
to the AIA Las Vegas Board. If you would like to nominate @
member, or add your name to the list of candidates, please
use the enclosed “Nomination Form”. This form shows the
positions that are available on the 1998 Board.

AIA Nevada - Officer changes are due at the state level too.
The positions of President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer are
open for nominations. Use the enclosed “Nomination Form”
to send your nomination to the AIA office.

The October newsletter will carry a complete list of nominees
(candidates) for both the AIA Nevada and AIA Las Vegas
board positions, and will include your 1998 Official Ballot.
You may cast your vote (turn in your loa”of) via mail or fax to
the AIA office, prior to the Novernber meeting; or bring it
with you to the meeting. Votes will be counted and the 1998
Board members names announced at the November Meeting.
The meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 19th at
The Orleans Hotel. If you have any questions regarding the
nominees or elections, please contact Randy Lavigne at 895-

0936.

Meerings
by Randy Lavigne

THE QUESTION OF GROWTH
Sepfember Membership Meeting

Commissioner Yvonne Atkinson Gates will be the special
guest speaker at the September Membership Meeting, and
the topic of discussion will be “Growth In The Las Vegas
Va“ey". The meeting will be held at 6PM on Weclnesday,
September 17th at the Orleans Hotel & Casino. This is
vitally important issue. RSVP for the meeting and take
advantage of this opportunity fo talk with Commissioner Gates
regarding your questions and concerns.

ARCHITECTS TO VISIT SCHOOLS

As a part of the “Architecture Week in Nevada” celebration
AIA member architects will visit Clark County schools and
speak with high school students regarding the career
opportunities in architecture and design. AIA member
architects are invited to participate and share their experiences,
educational requirements, and actual examp|es of their design
projects here in the Las Vegas community. The visits will be
arranged for as many schools as possible and will take place
on Wednesday, October 22nd. Contact the AIA office if you
would like to participate.

1997 AIA PHOTO SHOW

The 4th Annual AIA Built Environment Photo Exhibit is set to
open at the Rainbow Library, 3150 North Buffalo Drive in
Las Vegas. Featuring selected images of buildings and other
aspects of the built environment throughout Nevada, the
exhibit will be on display from September 23 through
December 13th. Watch for the 1998 AIA Calendar utilizing
some of these phofos to be produced Fo”owing the opening
of the show.

SPECIAL RATE AT THE FLAMINGO

Those of you who plan to attend the AIA Nevada Design
Awards on October 24th (especially Northern Nevada
members who plan to come down for the event) will want to
take advantage of the specia| room rate being offered for
AlA members and guests by the Flamingo Hotel. The rate is
$99.00 (normally $159.00) per night (October 23 and 24).
Reservations should be make before September 24th. Call
the Flamingo at 702-733-3111 and make your reservation
under the AIA Nevada Design Awards room block.

Maybe we should stop looking for any kind of glue

to hold cities together.....




