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Presipent’s Messace
by Windom Kimsey, AIA

Sour Grapes

Once again the AIA is under fire in
a national architectural publication
that asks the question -- “4/4: Worth
the Price Yet?” It has been over four
years since Progressive Architecture
(now defunct) wrote their article
entitled “A/A: Worth The Price Of &
Admission?” That article shook a &
few things up at AIA National and |
suppose this new article will raise a
few eyebrows too. The article is in the July issue of
Architecture Magazine, which is no longer the official
publication of the AIA, which might beg the question...”ls

this just a case of sour grapesé”

| think there are some valid points in the article but | feel the
overall text is skewed toward the negative. There are quite a
few quotes by architects who “don’t see what the are getting”
for their money. | would hazard a guess that these individuals
are not actively involved in the organization. The best value
anyone can receive from AlA is to become involved at the
local chapter level.

It seems odd that such a negative article would appear since
the National AIA Membership has grown 15% over the past
four years. Anyone who has attended one of our local
chapter meetings in the last few years can attest fo this growth.
Is it a good thing? | can tell you that we are able to offer the
membership more events, better programs, public awareness,
community involvement, continuing education programs and
a full-time Executive Director. On a State Level we have
active vigilance regarding legislative issues and the protection
of the profession. On a National level the AIA is publishing
the revised B141 and A 201 documents in October. These
are meant to help architects receive more value for their
services. What is that worth to the profession? The National
convention will be free to all members next year. What is
that worth? Al of these benefits were overlooked in the
Architecture Magazine article.

| ask all of you to read the article if you get a chance and to
think about what worth the AIA is to you. Please give me
your comments. | would like to know how our Chapter
members feel. | happened to be a little biased, but | think we
have something special going on here in Nevada.

See you at the barbecue and swim party-- remember, bring
the family!

AlIA Nevapa Presivenr’s Messace
by Michael Crowe, AIA

The 1997 Legislative session began
with general unrest due to
construction activities in the new
Legislative Building. Labor continued
at adjournment. The high-tech
communications system failed twice,
and a grass roots effort to install
blackboards took place. The |
building was millions of dollars over
budgef, and became the examp|e of
why competent project management, '

complete plans and specifications,

and pre-qualifications of bidders should be required on public
work. Many individuals think Q & D Construction ultimately
stepped up to the plate and fixed the problems and completed
the project.

The 1997 Legislature may be the end of an era, as rumors
about the retirement plans of Senator Bill Raggio and
Assemblyman Speaker Joe Dini abound. Should they depart,
it could signal a change in the way business is conducted
within the legislature, and signal a shift in power to Southern

Nevada.

Infrastructure development and the deregulation of the utility
industry almost dominated the session. Las Vegas came
|ooking for a way to pay for water, and the casinos and
developers came fo insure they do not become the bank.
They offered a voluntary increase in their fees and taxes in
exchange for a planned 1/4 cent sales tax increase (1/8
cent in Washoe County). Additionally, the “Ring A Round
The Valley” bill introduced by Dina Titus was defeated. A
part of the infrastructure package was a complicated school
construction funding plan designed to provide 10 years of
stable funding for school construction in Clark and other
Counties. The formula included a room tax increase, a hike
in the real estate transfer tax, and a bond roll-over ballot
issue. A provision to allow school construction oversight
committees was provided.

A bill was passed allowing the State Board to require up to

] .
by Eric Anderson, AlA

THE EVOLUTION OF ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE

The architect’s role as the key professional for
interpreting and shaping the built environment must
be re-examined.

Design and construction of architecture has seen a
paradigm shift as owners and patrons of buildings
have become dissatisfied with the gradval abdication




12 CE credits to maintain current registration. The AIA needs
to immediately lobby the Board to allow the acceptance of
the AIA CE credit system. AB 262, drafted as a fee change
bill, was amended to cover a number of topics. The fee
increase was deleted, lqngque o“owing upto 1/3 ownership
of firms by individuals without professional registration, and
language requiring building departments to notify the Board
if a registrant submits substantially incomplete plans, or if
the same plans are rejected three times in a row were added.
AB 547 dallows the Public works Board to adopt regulations
for the pre-qualifications of contractors. The Legislature plans
to use this as a model for broader reform of Bidding and
Design / Construction laws in the state.

As previously noted the ACEC's tort reform legislation was
defeated. However the home builders bill (S.B. 480) contains
an interesting section that may prove to be very beneficial to
us. It provides that homebuilders may include other parties
at the beginning of the mediation process if they perceive
there is shared fault for the construction defect. This could
allow us to settle claims before they arrive in the court system.
The key is that under the existing law we cannot participate
in the mediation process and consequently only get involved
at the time of a law suit. During the debate in both houses
we asked if the language “could  participate as if we were a
contractor” meant we have the same rights and remedies?
The answer is yes, and the homeowner must accept a
reasonable offer as both parties face penalties for failure to
act responsibly by making a good faith effort to settle the
claim. But, remember this legislation only pertains to
residential projects.

Susan Thomas introduced an unsuccessful bill draft to require
plans be ADA checked prior to the issuance of a construction
permit. Primary opposition came from disabled individuals.
The question of which pubic agencies would take the
responsibility for plan checking documents subject to a federal
civil law was also discussed. The federal Justice department’s
current view is that Architects are responsible for ADA
compliance. Simultaneously, they are working toward

including ADA requirements in the national building code
scheduled to be issued in 2002 or 3.

of responsibilities for management of the design and
construction process. Much of this is a result of the
litigious culture we live in; often, our decision making
for projects is shaped by thinking about how the legal
and actuarial professionals who serve us will support
or not support judgements made in the interest of the
client and the design.

Architects can recast our roles for the 21st Century by
forging a new relationship with owners or patrons in
three areas:

New Memaers

We are very happy to welcome a new members to the
AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architects:
Jack Mohn, AIA
Bergman, Walls & Youngb|ooc|
Klaus M. Steinke, AIA
Bergman, Walls & Youngb|ooc|
Allied:
Rich Hazel, Director of Marketing
HOWA Construction, Inc.
Chuck Hollins, VP Operations
Gary W. Zinn & Associates
Keith Rich
ISR, Incorporated
Adam Throgmorton, President
Global Architectural Models, Inc.
Nicholas M. Wieczorek
Wieczorek & Associates

Stewardship

Architects must look beyond traditional basic services
to build long-term business partnerships with clients.
Architects have skills that can be vutilized to support
the facilities management activities of businesses and
institutions. With buildings and facilities resulting in
an average of 30% of the annual expenditures of
businesses and institutions, opportunities exists for
architects. Current skills can be applied to manage
capital planning, space management, lease



AIA Locat anp Srare News

by Randly Lavigne, Executive Director

NEW OFFICES: We have grown considerably over the
last three years. Our Chapter is bigger and more active
than ever. We are very thankful to Michael Alcorn and the
UNLV Architecture School for providing office space (and
storage space) for AIA Nevada and AIA Las Vegas in the
new Paul B. Sogg Architecture Building. The AIA offices will
be relocated during the week of August 4 - 8

NEW SYSTEM: The new Consolidated Database System
will be installed during the first part of August. This system
is provided by AIA National to accommodate the new “Central
Dues” system. AIA Nevada will receive a new computer and
specialized software loaded with the membership records
for all AIA members in the state. The system will be connected
to the National membership records. Membership records
will be more accurate, changes, adjustments, and new
members will be processed more quickly. Also, in November,
each member will receive one dues invoice which will reflect
both National and Local membership dues for 1998. Your
dues payment will be made directly to AIA National which
will then direct deposit your dues to our local account.

management, and even facilities operation through
redeployment of design, analytical, estimating, and
administration skills to work in a day-to-day
environment, as opposed to working in a project-to-

project relationship with a client.

Research

The influence of the legul and actuarial professions in
the management of quality control for design, project
management, and application of technical means has
limited the management imperative of architects on

AIA NEVADA THE AIA NEVADA SERVICE AWARD AWARDS

Nominations for The AIA Nevada The AIA Nevada
Service Awards have been made. Submission binders are
due to the AIA Nevada office by noon on Friday, October
10th. The AIA Nevada Service Awards submissions will be
juried on October 17th in Reno by the panel of jurors made
up of Jess Holmes, FAIA, Holmes Sabatini Architects, Las
Vegas; J.R. Romero, AlA, Sweeney Rose Architects, Reno;
and Gordon Northan, AlA, Zephir Architects, Reno.
Recipients of awards will be contacted on Monday, October
20th and the presentations will be made as a part of the
program at the AIA Nevada Design Awards Banquet being
held on Friday, October 24th at the Flamingo Hilton Hotel.

1997 AIA Nevada The AIA Nevada Service Awards
Nominees

The Architectural Firm Award
Casazza, Peetz Architects

1745 South Wells Avenue, Reno, NV 89502

The Architectural Firm Award
Ganthner, Me|by, Lee Architects
5190 Neil Road, Ste. 231, Reno, NV 89502

The Architectural Firm Award
Kittrell Garlock & Associates
4170 S. Decatur Blvd., Ste. B-5, Las Vegas, NV 89103

The Architectural Firm Award
Cathexes, Inc.

1000 Plumas, Reno, NV 89509

The Architectural Firm Award
Sheehan Van Woert Architects
300 South Wells Street, Ste. #1, Reno, NV 89502

The Architectural Firm Award
JMA Architecture Studios
4292 S. Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89119

many projects. Owners do not want to hear how the
insurance company or the lawyers limit the
participation of the architect to provide solution to
problems they are hired to solve. The profession must
learn to benchmark good practices, and provide a more
definitive standard of professional practice that can
be used as an evaluation tool by firm management
and by clients in the selection based on qualifications.
The application of 1SO 9000 standards for quality
management would provide an excellent starting point
for firms to learn how to document good practice and



