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Presipent’s MEssaGe
by Windom Kimsey, AIA

| hope everyone who played in this
year’s Golf Tournament at the
Badlands had a good time. It was a
hot time, both literally and
figuratively. We expect to be back
there next year, so keep working on
those straight drives. | would like also
to thank Brad Schulz for all the hard
work he has put into organizing the
Tournament these past years. He has
done an excellent job - our hats (the
official AIA Golf Hat, of course) are
off to him!

While | am in the thanking mood, | would also like to extend
many thanks to our distinguished panel who participated in
our June meeting on Public Architects and Arcﬁitecture at the
Rio. The discussion covered many aspects of their work and
the governing philosophies of how their respective agencies
operate. It was very informative and one positive item was
the amount of future work anticipated by all of the agencies
involved. This bodes well for all of the practicing architects
out there.

| want to use my presidential pulpit to urge all of our members
to get out and attend the Product Show at the Riviera on July
22. This show, being held in conjunction with CSl this year, is
an opportunity to see some new building products, get some
continuing education credits, win door prizes and network
with the product suppliers who service our region. The Product
Show is also a major fund raiser for our Chapter, because as
you know your dues cannot possibly cover all of the programs
and events we offer. Please come out and show your support
for our Chapter. | look forward to seeing everyone there.

Nothing lays the foundation
for design like Focal Point®
Architectural Products.

Mouldings from FocaL PoINT' don’t just make a home
stand out. They make it stand apart with architectural trim
that speaks volumes about the quality, craftsmanship and
attention you’ve put into a home. That’s why homes with
our moldings aren’t just appreciated. They’re sold.
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Tel: (800) 662-5550 * (404) 351-0820  Fax: (800) 352-9049

AIA Nevapa Presipenr’s MEessaGe
by Michael Crowe, AIA

The notion of a Super Regional AIA
conference in the year 2000 has
been informally discussed since late
last year by representatives of the
Northwest & Pacific, California, and
Western Mountain Regions. The
proposed site is Sun Valley, Idaho.
John Anderson, FAIA , requested we
notify him if we support this plan as
he is to attend the Idaho Board
meeting and they wish to know if
there is support. We copied John's
letter to our Nevada Board. Aslonly
received positive comments, John was notified that AIA
Nevada supports the plan.

Wyoming is the WMR'’s host state in the year 2000 and Idaho
is the Northwest & Pacific region’s host in 2000. If Wyoming
agrees to sliding their host activities to 2001 the Super
Conference can take place in Idaho. This concept was Erst
proposed by Montana’s past National Board Member Marty
Crennen and is now being actively promoted by Ted Garduque
of Hawaii, Marty’s replacement on the national board. We
will keep you updated on this possible event.

Please note that this year's WMR Conference will be held in
Sundance, Utah on August 21 through the 24. Contact Randy
Lavigne for details if you plan to attend.

Recent activities at our State Legislature have been very
interesting. The ACEC has been very busy and because of
their efforts the tort reform bill has again surfaced in committee.
Cliff Jeffers is looking into the current language of the bill’s
draft. We understonc? the Home Builder’s Association will be
opposing this legislation. Mike Hillerby is carefully watching
the situation. The ACEC has also introduced AB527 which
will require all Public Bodies to pay Design Professionals within
60 days affter receiving a request for payment unless the Public
Body has a dispute with the request. In which case, the Public
Body is required to notify the Design Professional within 15
days. Design Professionals will be required to distribute funds
owed to their consultants within 15 days. This last provision
was included because many Engineers have complained about
slow payment by Architects.

The status of the State Board's legislation is as follows. SB
96, which allows the NCARB exam to be adopted by the
State Board and AB258, which clarifies and strengthens
language in the Interior Design 1995 legislation was passed
on the 28th of May. However AB 262 which is intended to
change certain fees charged by the board is still in the
Assembly Ways and Means Committee. The previously
discussed language modifying the rules for firm ownership

will be added to this bill.

Continued on page 11.



Epiror’s Opinion
by Kevin Kemner, Assoc. AIA

Once again Las Vegas has been cinematically smote in
Hollywood's ever continuing promotion of the modern version
of Sodom and Gomorrah. In this instance, convicts in the
role of avenging angels crash to earth wreaking havoc from
the Hard Rock to Fremont Street in some non-linear progression
through the city that could only make sense to an alcohol
filtered memory. As you may have guessed | have seen Con-
Air, the second movie this summer (the other being Austin
Powers) to romp through the strip with star studded abandon.
These movies are the latest installments in Las Vegas’ ever
growing cinematic history which as near as | can tell began
somewhere around The Aftack of the Fifty Foot Man.
Remember the title character’s stroll down Las Vegas Boulevard
with his ultimate end at Hoover Dam? This movie pretty much
set the tone for everything that followed: evil presence to the
north, trouble on the strip, death and mayhem at the end.
Now, as far as | can tell the next movie featuring Las Vegas
was actually an Abbot and Costello farce that at least followed
the Strip and mayhem formula. After that things really get
rolling. The Rat Pack stepped in with Ocean’s 77 (mayhem
and Strip) which nicely ties in with the Sands finish in Con-Air
and then one of my favorites Viva Las Vegas. In Viva Las
Vegas we see the introduction of another significant movie
theme (Elvis Presley) which reaches its acme in Honeymoon
in Vegas with the Flying Elvi finish where Nicholas Cage
descends from the sky to save the day and get the girl. This is
eerily similar to the finish in Con-Air. While on the subject of
parallels who could fail to appreciate Honey / Blew Up the
Kid’s reprise of the fifty foot man’s parade down Las Vegas
Boulevard. Even Viva Las Vegas has been involved in a form
of cinematic closure with Mars Affacks! destruction of the
Landmark, site of Elvis’ racing triumph, and the Earth’s triumph
over the Martians through the voice of Slim Whitman, whose
record promotions bill him as the Elvis of western yodeling. If
we consider television as well, we have the obvious, Vega,
and the little remembered, such as the original Night Stalker
pilot or the /nvadlers. Increasingly, it seems that Las Vegas
has become codified by the motion picture industry as the
location where all forms of normalcy are suspended.
According to Hollywood one comes to Las Vegas not to find
redemption but to discover its obverse and one can only
wonder how this volume of visual content colors the behavior
of our tourists.
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Las Vecas Rerrospecrive

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

“Reflections on Architecture and Practice in Las Vegas,
Past and Present” is the working title for a lecture series
currently under consideration by the Chapter. The idea
originated with Dave Frommer, AIA who suggests that we
have a unique opportunity here to share the history of the
profession with our newest members of the profession...
associates and interns...and to document this history (on
videotape) in the actual words and recollections of those
architects who lived it and made it. It's an exciting idea and
we'd like to have your thoughts on the series.

We are very fortunate to be able to trace the roots of
architectural practice in the State back to its genesis in the
late 40’s and early 50’s. Many of the principals, architects
and firm owners currently practicing in Las Vegas are second
generation architects and have known and worked for the
initial registrants in the State. These second generation
architects have a tremendous wedlth of information in terms
of the ancestry of the profession and how such issues as client
relationships, firm/office operations, methods of practice,
delivery of services, interpersonal relationships and unusual
occurrences have changed and formed the profession and
brought it to what we know today. They can speak about their
actual experiences and relate “what was” to “what is” in
Nevada. By sharing this history, we can help to educate and
enlighten tze practitioners of the future.-

Further, the compilation of an oral record of the development
of the profession in the state will be an invaluable resource
for the architectural community and the public at large.
Understanding the formation of architectural practice in the
State is a vital and unique ingredient in feaching and assisting
future practitioners in creating historically sensitive, contextual
and relevant architecture for our community in the future.

It has been suggested that this lecture series would be offered
to all members but most especially would be made available
to associates and interns. As future practitioners, gaining a
sense of history of the nature of practice would aid
understanding of the unique conditions relating to practice in
this state. Also, the AIA LV Associate membership currently
has no special programs focused toward their particular needs,
and this lecture series would serve as a cornerstone for the
development of future programs. A series of six lectures (one
every other month) could %e scheduled for presentation just
prior to our regular Monthly Membership Meeting (maybe
4PM-6PM - with no additional cost for space), and would
provide a social setting specifically for these members and
encourage them to remain and participate in the membership
meeting.

Without naming names (at this time) the Chapter has an
abundance of candidates for speakers. At least twenty-five
AlA member firm owners and practicing professionals would
be ideal speakers in this lecture series. You know who you
are....and if you like the idea of sharing the experiences you've
had and history you've created, please contact R. Lavigne at

895-0936 or Dave Frommer at 435-6401.



AIA Locat anp Srare News

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

FROM STUDENTS TO INTERNS TO FELLOWS

The purpose of the AIA Chapter is to facilitate growth....for
the profession and for each individual member. AIA is a
conduit through which our members evolve from students of
architecture...to internship...... to licensed architects.... to being
recognized as Fellows in the AIA. It is a process....a
continuum, accomplished not only through the programs and
services provided by the Chapter, but more importantly by
the members themselves who actively help one another to
achieve each step along the way. Our Chapter can be proud
of the countless examples of members helping members.

The May issue of the newsletter contained a notice requesting
Mentors for the Architecture Students at UNLV. Thanks to
Dave Frommer, Associate AlA, Michael Alcorn, AIA and Bill
Giles, AlA, the AIA Mentor Program is coming together, and
will provide a much needed bridge between the “student’s
world” and the “professional’s world.” Individual members
have contributed their time in this area in the past, but this is
the first time that an official AIA Mentor Program has been
organized.

There will be approximately twenty, third-year architecture
students in the program at UNLV this year. The Mentor Program
calls for three AIA members who will work with these students
(6 or 7 each) and with their instructors. The mentors will
attend studios, offer critiques on design projects, provide
support and encouragement, share experience and knowledge
learned in the “real world,” arrange visits to architectural
firms, and project sites, be a sounding board for ideas, answer
questions and listen. The mentors will provide that all important
glimpse into the future for these students and help them to
understand what is required, what to expect, and what the
real, professional world of an architect is all about. With this
help, these students will then be ready to move to the next
step — Internship and the IDP program.

Ed Vance, AlA, has been the IDP contact for several years
and now with the help of Alan Holl, AIA, we plan to expand
the program and provide workshops and classes that will assist
the Interns to reach licensure.

Of course, the pinnacle of AIA Membership is to be recognized
as FAIA. The AIA Fellowship Program was developed to
elevate those architects who have made a significant
contribution to architecture and society and who have achieved
a standard of excellence in the profession. Election to
fellowship not only recognizes the achievement of the architect
as an individual, but also honors, before the public and the
profession, a model architect who has made a significant
contribution to architecture and society on a national level.
There are only two FAIA members in the state of Nevada —
Robert A. Fielden, FAIA and Jess Holmes, FAIA.  We are
honored to have them as members.

By recognizing the contributions of our exceptional members
within the Chapter with the AlA Design Awards, within the
state, with the A/A Nevada Service Awards, and within the
region, with the WMR Honor Awards, we are paving the
way for their recognition on the National level as AIA Fellows.
At this time of year, we have the opportunity to consider the
members whose contributions have made the difference in
our community, the profession and the Chapter, and start them
on their way toward Fellowship by nominating them for these
awards.

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME

AIA NIGHT AT THE STARS

Take me out to the ballgame!!!  Thursday, July 31 at 7:05
p.m. is AlA Night at the Las Vegas Stars. A section will be
reserved for all AIA Members and Guests attending the game.
Tickets will be $10.00 ($4.00 admittance charge) and the
good news is that $2.00 of the ticket price will be used to
purchase a ticket for a charity to be chosen by the AIA, and
$4.00 of the ticket price will be donated to the AIA Scholarship
Fund. A representative from the firm that sells the most tickets
will get to throw out the first ball and the firm will receive
special recognition in the pre-game ceremonies. All
participating firms will be recognized during the game on the
electronic message center. Additionally, the first 3,000 people
admitted to the game will receive a free team photo. The Las
Vegas Stars will be playing the Edmonton Trappers at Cashman
Field. Roundup your team and Call Mike Levine at 798-2880
to order tickets. Get your tickets today.

AIA LEADS

The national AlA print advertising campaign, generates leads
(inquiries) from individuals who are interested in receiving
more information or who have a project in mind. The AIA LV
office receives a report each month listing the inquiries from
the Las Vegas area. Sometimes it's one or two....sometimes a
dozen or more, and they are normally residential projects. If
you'd like a copy of these leads (names and addresses), contact
the AlA office and we'll be glad to fax the most recent lead
list to you. You can then follow up with your own advertising
or marketing effort.

B-141 - THE NEW OWNER-ARCHITECT AGREEMENT

For those of you who would like to review the new B-141
Agreement, AlA Legal has provided a nine-minute videotape
explanation of the agreement to the AIA LV office. The tape
is available to members on a three-day check-out system.
You can borrow the tape and duplicate it, returning the original
to the AIA office. Draft copies of the A201 and B141 forms
are also available for members to review. Contact AIA LV if
you'd like borrow the tape or have a copy of the drafts.

ALWAYS USE ORIGINAL AIA DOCUMENTS
In Las Vegas contact Construction Notebook - 876-8660
or AlA Contract Documents at 800-365-2724.



