


Presipent’s MEssace
by Windom Kimsey, AlA

| would like to say thank you to all
those who participated in the Birds
of Paradise Auction to benefit the
Positive Impact Program at St. Rose
Dominican Hospital. We had a
crowd of more than 260 people in
attendance and from the auction
alone he|ped the hospita| raise more
than $10,000.00. Let's hope we can
make this event an annual fixture in
future years. Itis a great program to
showcase the creativity of our design
community and support a great cause.

| also hope everyone gets a chance to read Deborah Dietson’s
column in the March issue of Architecture magazine regarding
the political apathy of architects. This was an important issue
discussed at the AIA Grassroots conference last month. To let
you know what our chapter, the state chapter, and AIA
National are doing, you need to come to our next AIA meeting
at the Monte Carlo in April. You will get a chance to hear
what Mike Hillerby, our state lobbyist is doing in Carson City,
as well as hear from John Anderson, Western Mountain
Regional Director AlA. Discussions will include topics that
affect the profession and how we practice. This is a political
meeting and an excellent opportunity to express your opinions
and concerns.

| am writing my column this month from Barcelona, Spain,
and | think that now is the time for architects to invest themselves
with a political awareness and motivation to become involved
with how our cities, states, and nation are concerned. This
beautiful city | am staying in is organized with grand
boulevards, integrated public transportation, numerous parks
and plazas, and an urban density that is fit for the human
scale of living. How did the city get this way? Architects and
p|anners with vision, and most importantly, a government
that shared these values. By some projections, our city may
double in population by the year 2015, and what are we
doing to affect our quality of life? Las Vegas and Clark County
need vision, and who better to provide it than us, the architects
who live there.
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AIA Nevapa Presipent’s MEessace
by Michael Crowe, AIA

It has been difficult to change gears
and think about legislative affairs
after being so involved with the
birdhouse competition and
auction...But, here goes.

Our April 16 membership meeting
will be devoted to our mid year
review and legislative update. The
AIA April Nevada board meeting will
be a joint north and south meeting
which will take place in Las Vegas.
Everybody in the Reno area wants to party in Vegas this year.
Mike Hillerby, will also attend. Following the board meeting
he will be one of our speakers at the Las Vegas membership
meeting. Our second speaker will be the Rocky Mountain
Region Director, Mr. John Anderson, FAIA. John resides in
Denver Colorado and is a principal in the firm Anderson
Mason Dale P.C. |

John will address the major issues which surfaced at grass
roots including the coming changes to the standard AlA
contract forms, legislative issues, and regional trends. Mike
Hillerby will focus on state legislative issues, updating current
activities, and identifying surfacing issues which may affect
our profession. He will also discuss related contractor and
engineering legislation.

According to Mike, the legislature is beginning to settle down
and get to work. A major issue is how the state should pay
for southern Nevada’s continued growth. A number of budget
issues, including new or increased taxes, are taking shape.
Also, many of the specific issues architects are concerned
with are being discussed. Recently, Speaker Joe Dini placed
a hold on all the state board of architecture’s bills including
Senate Bill 96, which allows the board to charge an
administrative fee of fifty dollars to administer the NCARB
test. He is concerned that several of his constituents will be
put out of business by the 1995 Interior Design Legislation.
These individuals are non licensed interior designers who
apparently make their living selling flooring and wall finishes.
They feel they could be harassed or fined by the State Board
because the law is not clear about the title of “Registered
Interior Designer.” The Board is considering making a change
to one part of the statute that references only Interior Design,
without the word registered. Mike is to meet with Joe Dini
and Jim Wadhams (board lobbyist) in order to get the bill
moving. We all feel this issue will be resolved in the near
future.

Continued to page 10.



Orinion
by Kevin Kemner, Assoc. AIA

The UNLV School of Architecture, unusual among degree
giving institutions in both history and in reliance on the
profession for the bulk of its teaching faculty, can be used as
a vehicle to understand future developments in the relationship
between practice and academia. Currently, this relationship
could be best described as adversarial. The central arguments
are that the university ill prepares students with the skills of
the office necessary to the technical execution of architecture,
countered by the university claim that the profession is no
longer capable of formulating the critical issues necessary to
the meaningful development of architecture. Both of these
positions are irresovable without the capitulation of either side.
Instead, given the intimacy between practice and education
in Las Vegas a more productive discussion might focus on
what the profession can gain from newly graduated interns
and how academia can gain from the profession.

The changing nature of architecture practice presents today’s
firms with dilemmas never experienced in the history of the
profession as the pace and nature of technological
advancement has outstripped the capacity of individual firms
to absorb the costs to incorporate these changes. In addition
to the cost of equipment and software, firms face prohibitive
expenses associated with the training of staff and the loss of
productivity associated with any new design / production
method. Recent graduates, on the other hand, are commonly
familiar with several platforms and represent a cost effective
method to expand an office’s skills knowledge base. Along
with this range of expertise interns have benefitted from the
relationship between universities and software developers
having learned on the most current versions of industry
standard software. Firms must recognize the inherent resource
value of graduating interns opposed to the perception that
they are liabilities lacking in practicalexperience. Increasingly
significant, interns are often heavily skilled in graphic software
programs necessary to producing the renderings and
animations essential to the design process, the client, and
marketing.

Continued to page 10.
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The Fielden Companies are expanding. Recently joining the
organization are Richard Danielson, NCARB, AIA; Randy
Spitzmesser, AIA; Jacob Young, Architectural Intern and Laura
Gerber, Director of Business Relations. Staff are currently
volunteering services to design the interiors of The Ronald
McDonald House and are assisting with the new Neon
Museum. Staff members are also teaching and guest lecturing
in the Architecture Program at UNLV...The Community College
of Southern Nevada, Charleston Campus, received honors in
the Architecture & Redevelopment category of The LV Chamber
Beautiful Las Vegas Awards...Valerie Bugni has recently joined
Lucchesi, Galati Architects as Marketing Director and Mike
Wetzel has joined the firm as Job Captain... Jonelle Vance of
JMA Architecture Studios is one of only 11 Nevada Interior
Designers to pass the new Interior Design Registration Exam.
Much like the AIRE, the IDRE will set a standard of qualifications
for Nevada’s commercial interior designers...JMA Architecture
Studios is proud to announce the opening of Dean LaMar
Allen Elementary School, located at Hammer & Juliano. Allen
is one of seven new schools being designed by JMA...Steven
Richardon, AIA, has left Tate & Snyder for private
practice...Kittrell Garlock and Associates celebrated with Faith
Luthern the ground breaking of their new junior/senior high
school...

New MemBers

We are very happy to welcome these new members to the

AlA Las Vegas Chapter.
Architects:
Dilip K. Trivedi, AIA
Richard Luke Architects
Associates:

Valerie Bugni, Assoc. AlA
Lucchesi, Galati Architects

Stacy Giannaccini, Assoc. AlA
Lucchesi, Galati Architects

Allied:

Everett Steele
Goodman’s Inc.

Tracey Roberts
Nevada Paints



AIA Locat anp Stare News

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

VISIBLE & VOCAL

It’s better to be seen AND heard!!

AIA LV has consistently supported community projects and
worthwhile causes. Our chapter, and our individual members,
have generously given their time and attention to a whole
vori:g of projects. We've accomplished a great deal and
raised a lot of money for good causes fhrouéi our outreach
programs. Still, for the most part, the Chapter’s presence (i.e.
the architect’s presence) in this area goes unnoticed. While
our primary motivation is to be of service... it is important that
the public become aware of our involvement and value our
contribution. They need to know that architects are the good
guys.....and we're buildings a lot more than houses and hotels
in Las Vegas. We need to be seen and heard.

For this reason, President Windom Kimsey has designated
Community Outreach and Public Relations as a major priority
this year. Our objective is to enhance the image of AIA
Architects, to establish a more visible presence, which will
make our involvement in the community even more effective.

First, we have to be seen. It is of utmost importance that AIA
Architects be recognized as LEADERS in the community. We
do this by taking a more active role in the planning and
development of the area. AIA members and firm owners need
to volunteer and accept positions on the boards of
organizations that are responsible for these areas. Almost
every organization and/or community service group could
benefit by having an “architect’ as a member o?their group
or in service on their board of directors. Our members are
our assets. AlA LV is a great resource for the community. The
experience, education, insights and ideas of our 368 members
are our greatest assets.

A list of our “valuable community assets,” (i.e. members who
want to work in this area) is being compiled so that we can
immediately activate our effort. T?uese members will seek out
and accept strategic positions in the community.... with city,
county and state organizations. If you are already affiliated
with an organization...or if you have an interest in a specific
areq....or i?you know of an organization where an ”arcﬁitect’s
view” would be helpful or a necessity, please contact me at
the AlA office.

We are arranging a consistent series of meetings with our
local Council-persons and Commissioners, so that we can
get to know them and, more importantly, they can get to know
us....and what a valuable resource our Chapter can be. The
new “Growth Study Panel” proposed by Mayor Jones and
Councilwoman Gates is an exceﬁent example of an area that
will benefit from the “architect’s view” and where we need to
establish a strong AIA presence and voice.

The second part of this effort requires consistent communication
with the media. A comprehensive media plan is currently
being created and will be implemented immediately.

YOU are our “valuable community asset.” Please give me a

call at 895-0936.

AIA NATIONAL TV PLAN

Will it sell our services? Would you pay $50 for it?

The Institute is proposing a national television campaign to
increase public awareness of architects and upgrade the
current image of the profession. Estimated to cost $2.5 million
per year, the campaign would augment AIA’s current annual
print investment of $1.2 million, and would target adults 35-
64 through such national TV programs as “Good Morning
America,” “Today,” and “Larry King Live” among others. In
order to fund the campaign, AIA members will be asked to
contribute $50.00 per member, per year for three years.

This issue will be brought up for vote at the National
Convention in New Orleans, May 15-18. Windom Kimsey,
President, John Treston, President-Elect, from AIA Las Vegas
and Michael Crowe, President, AIA Nevada will represent
the membership and will vote according to majority opinion
of the members. Please take a moment to mark you vote on
the following form. You can fax it to the AIA office at 895-
4417 or deliver it to Randy at the April membership meeting.

Additional information on the proposed campaign and related
costs is available in the March issue of AlArchitect, or through

the AlA Las Vegas/Nevada office.

NATIONAL TV POLL

D YES, | would be in favor of paying $50.00 per

year for the next three years in order to fund a
national television campaign.

D NO, | am not in favor of paying $50.00 per year

for the next three years in order to fund the national
television campaign.

Additional comments:

Member Name:

| Member Number:

: Member Phone:




AIA Locat anp Stare News

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

It's Spring...and AIA Las Vegas has more events and activities
than ever!

3rd Annual AIA Spring Putting Tournament

(April 4)

Get out your putter and get your team registered. The AIA
Spring Putting Tournament is scheduled for 6:30 PM on Friday,
April 4th at Angel Park. Those of you who participated last
year know it's a lot of fun...and a great way to spend a spring
evening. There will be door prizes....awards for the best and
worst teams.... good food and drink...and a great time for
everyone. Call Brad Schulz 367-6900 for more information.
See you there.

April Membership Meeting - The Mid-Year Review *
(April 16)

This is your chance to find out what's going on in Carson City
that affects your future. AlA Lobbyist Mike Hillerby will bring
us up-to-date on all the vital legislative issues and we'll learn
what's being done and what we can do about them. John
Anderson, Director from the Western Mountain Region will
also speak to us about Regional and National issues. AlA
members from the Northern Nevada Chapter will be attending
so this is a good opportunity to find out what's going on all
over the state. Other issues for discussion include the national
television campaign planned by AIA National, and the
planned revisions on document A-141.

AIA Trip to Disneyland

(May 3)

This is a fun-filled weekend at a good price...so if you have
children (of any age) here’s a great opportunity to see the
Magic Kingdom with them. Call Kim Vielma at 451-7370 to
sign up for the trip and get full details.

AIA National Convention *
(May 15-18)

New Orleans!...Lazissez Les Bons Temps Rouler!

May Membership Meeting - High School Design Awards *
(May 21)

This year’s High School Design Awards have more participants
than ever, with over 112 students from nine schools. The
design challenge was issued in the fall and AlA advisors have
been working with the students all year on their projects. The
entries will be juried in early May, and the award winners

will be announced at the membership meeting on Wednesday,
May 21st at the UNLV Student Union Ballroom.

Kasey Baker and the AIAS are arranging a tour of the campus
and a get-acquainted meeting with the students and faculty
of the School of Architecture, for the students, their parents,
counselors and instructors.

§ (July 16)

We need sponsors for the “Savings Bond Awards”. If you or
your firm would like to participate, contact Eric Christensen
at 435-1150 or Randy Lavigne at 895-0936

22nd Annual AlA Las Vegas Golf Tournament

(May 30)

Grab your Big Bertha and play the Badlands! This is the big
one...the tournament that will separate the pros from the
duffers. Get your team together and mark the date — Friday,
May 30th, 6:30 PM. Call Brad Schulz 367-6900 for more

information.

June Membership Meeting - Public Architecture

(June 18)

Guest speakers and open discussion....exact program to be
announced in next issue. Rio Hotel & Casino.

embership Meeting - The Las Vegas Product Show
Advise youf vendors and consultants to call Brad Schulz at
-8900 and geta booth while they are still available. This
is a big event. Riviera Hotel. Seminars...all day Iong...
sponsored by C.S.1. for which you can get C.E. credits! 130
Booths! Hosted Bar! Guest Speakers! Dinner! Door

prizes....and much, much more!!!

*These meetings will be registered for AIA C.E. Credits.

Building
Better
Partnership

Meeks Contracting, Inc.
invokes a team approach
designed by a corporate
contracting leader in
Southern Nevada, one
that has implemented an
impressive and exacting
transformation in the
construction industry.
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