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EXCUSE U3 tt WE 'CRoWE"
On Morch 17,1997, fly with Choirmon Michoel Crowe, AlA, ond oll of AIA's fine feoth-
ered friends to New York New York for the 1997 Birds in Porodise Competition & Auction!
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PttEtrotttt's iltsnoe AIA tryaon PnutoEtr" filusnot

Grossrools'97

I wonder how mony of our members
know whot the AIA Grossroots
Conference is obout. While flying to
Woshington, DC lost month, I wos
wondering to myself whot to expect
when lorrived. After spending three
intensive doys ot the conference, I con
now tell you thot unlike the Notionol
Convention, it is oll obout leorning
ond running component chopteri
such os our chopter here in Los
Vegos.

Legislotive Affoirs Doy wos held on
Wednesdoy, Februory 12,1997. Ed
Vonce, Jerry Vielmo, Cliff Jeffers,
Brod Schulz, Rick Sellers, Rondy
Lovigne, John Treston ond Michoel
Crowe represented the Los Vegos
Chopter. Greg Erny, Mox Hershenow
ond severol other individuols
represented the Northern component.
Additionolly, Mike Hillerby (AlA
Lobbyist) wos present throughout the
doy. All porticiponts felt thot our

We hod the opportunity to shore thoughts ond ideos with other
chopters obout membership, meetings, fund-roisers, interns,
ond other issues. Afier tolking to mony other presidents,
president-elects, ond executive-directors, I must odmit thot in
reflection, our chopter wos doinq better ond orowino more
thon ony other. Lei me shore o fdct I leorned lt Groiroots.
Aside from one chopter in the southwest thot grew from nine
to eleven members, the Los Veqos chopler liod the loroest
glyth percentoge of ne* ,"rl"rs in ihe entire .ornty'for.
1996

This trip to Woshington, DC olso gove our componenl officers
trom Los Vegos ond Northern Nevodo the opportuniV to lobbv
our Nevodo Senotors ond Representotives on the followini
notionolAlA issues:

ADA: Amending the ADA by ourhorizinq rhe
Deportment of Justice to certify the three riodel
building codes;

.School Construction lnitiotive: This is o $5 billion
federol school construction initiotive, but distribution
on o stotewide bosis is not cleorly defined;

CRTCA: The Commerciol Revitolizotion Tox Credit
Act gives redevelopment seed funds to help inner-
city oreos;

ISTEA: lnternodol Surfoce Tronsporlotion Efficiencv
Act contoins o percenloge of tronsportotion dollois
for beoutificotion ond sile improvements. The bill is
up for renewol ond the AIA wonts to keep the
percenloge portion intoct ond

QBS: The AIA continues its lobbying ond support for
quolificotion bosed selection.

lf,onyone would.like to discuss these issues in more detoil,
pleose give. q coll to ony of the following people who were
pqd oJ our lobbying teom in Woshingronl DC:'Mike Crowe,
John Treslon, Rondy Lovigne, or me.

Continued to poge 8.

senolors ond representotives responded positively to the AIA's
presence ond fovorobly received our position stotements. The
following synopsis summorizes the doy's octivities ond
occomplishments.

Legislolion hos been introduced which willollowthe stote boord
to.require registered orchitects lo onnuolly e orn l2continuing
educotion units os o requirement for continued registrotionl
The bill does not specify how these requiremenis will be
struclured or ho,, they will be odministered. We will lobby
the stote boord to odopl o system which is compotible witlr
the AIA's continuing educotion requirements for continued
membership.

Our view thot the interior design legislotion possed in 
.l995

should not be modified until iiis implemented ond tested is
widely shored by the elected officiols we spoke with. The
only concern we heord wos thot non-licensed interior designers
might be put out of business. We ossured oll porties tho-t this
is not our.gool. The definirions of non-registered ond registered
interio.r designers will be clorified. Mike Hillerby is iorking
with oll porties to insure this housekeeping clorificotion to thI
existing low is executed.

We exploined we ore in opposition to ony toxes on professionol
services ond were told thot oll profeisions hove the some
position. We will wotch os this issue develops. Senote Bill
395-4 which oddresses tort reform wos generolly perceived
os foir. However, it.wos noted thot the triol ottorneys will be
opposing this legislotion vigorously. Quolificotions-bosed
selection of design professionols seemed to be generolly
ulferstgod. ond supported. However, we will be oTe*ed by
Mike Hillerby should this become on issue.

Continued to poge 8.
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Opttttott
Do you hove o resoonse to the iollowino Ooinion?
Or, hove on Opinion? Fox it to Rondy ott93.aal 7.

I hove iust begun my Birdhouse for the Birds of Porodise
ouction ond hove once ogoin run o-fowl of thot old olbotross
oround my neck the Avion Differences Act (ADA). As you oll
ore owore in this climote of legisloted mores birdhouse design
hos been heovily influenced by the governmentol mondote
thot oll birds must be treoted equolly. l'm sure you con oll
imogine my dilemmo; I wos hoping to design o residence for
o Rufous Sided Towhee which hos o rough overoll diometer of
1 3/4'indicoting on entronce o[ opproximotely 2", however,
given the ADA I need to provide occess for oll possible
inhobitonts meoning thot I hove to plon for the possible entry
of onything from the Jeweled Humming Bird (OA Dio..Vz"l to
theOstrich (OA Dio.. 42"). This of course does noteven begin
to toke into occount the method o[ locomotion used by
porticulor species whether seo, lond, or oir. ln reseorching the
different bird species ond their requirements I reolize thot
mony of our ovion friends will not use the entronces used by
other species. My solution to this, is to build o structure lorge
enough to incorporote o sufficient ronge of openings to hondle
oll species. Currently, I hove 432 openings. This is to soy
nothing of the cohobitotion problems of mixing bird species
which leoves me enclosing 432 individuol houses within the

lorger house ond hoving to deol with codes for multi-fomily
housing. Yikes! This is ossuming thot lcon deolwith birds thot
live in poirs only ond ore willing to live in box enclosures.
lmogine if I need to include Purple Mortins which trovel in
fomilies of 2 or 3 dozen or Conodo Geese which need o loke.
There is onother more delicote issue when designing oround
the cohobitotion o[ species: predotors. Foce it, some birds ore
not good in sociol conditions becouse, well, they eot other
birds. Thonkfully, most predotors ore solitory ond lcon expect
ot mosl one or two to toke up residence in my birdhouse. So

for my best design solution involves putling the predotor
residences on top of o very toll pole (100' or so) which I con
orgue ogoinst the ADA os responding to this group of birds'
porticulor needs for sooring. lt olso gives the prey birds o little
odvonced worning should they suddenly be perceived os o
tosty morsel. On the other end of the spectrum ore the (ohem)

lond bosed birds. Moybe lcon hideo romp in the londscoping
oround the loke l'm going to need for those web footed

breeds. Belore I get too for
l'd better check to moke
sure thot I don't need to
provide speciolized floro
for the residents of -y
birdhouse. Okoy, my
birdhouse hos gro*n o little
bit ond my lotest budget
estimotes put construction
somewhere oround $ 

.l,000

per residence for 600
residences resulting in o
construction cost o[
$600,000. Hmm. Time for
plon B: low cost housing for
the indigent (PIGEONS).

llew

We ore very hoppy to welcome these new members to the
AIA Los Vegos Chopter.

lrchilctls:
Benionin G. Abod-lonlos

Beniomin G. Abod-Sontos Architect
Donold W. Borlon, AIA

Clork County Architect/Engineering Div.

Dustin Gorden, Jr. AIA
Dustin Gorden Architect

f,liguel filoreno, AIA
Consultorio y Diseno S.C.

Suzono Rutor, AIA
Suzono Rutor Architect

Assotioles:
Alfbedo Alconlor, Assor. AIA

JMA Architecture Studios

Eduordo R. CerYonles, Assor. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

Biogio Guerro, Assor. AIA
JDL Architecture

leo G. louer Jr. Assor. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

Wolter [. lowler, Assot. AIA
JM,A Architecture Studios

Robert tlessiono, lscoc. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

f,lcrk Phillips, Arsor. llA
iMA Architecture Studios

A.J. Plonk, Assor. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

Kothleen lirhords, Assoc. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

Elios il. Ruiz, ll!, Assor. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

llithoel Williom Sicrk, Assoc. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

Doron Sperry, Assoc. AIA
JMA Architeclure Studios

EYon J. Ucusc, Accot. AIA
Suzono Rutor Architect

Allied:
Jerry Bodie

L.M. Scofield Compony
Curl DoYis

Milguord Windows
fom Hcrric

Horris Engineers, lnc.

lorry [oulenborh
Tiger Dryloc USA, lnc.

Joyne tlendivcl
Consolidoted Reprogrophics

I
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llembership
Toke o look ot the list of New Members in this month's
newsletter. I believe we've set o record for the most new
members in ony one month. Twenty-threel Thot list olso tells
us o lot obout whot's hoppening wiih the Chopter.

First of oll, we're growing ot on incredible rote. This is portly
o reflection of the'oueroll'derelopment of the Los Vegos'oreJ,
but mo.re thon thol, it is o reol indicotion of on enerf"tic oni
vitol Chopter....whose members ore octively prom6tino the
profession ond vigorously porticipoting withii t|,e corrJnity.
(Good.energy mokes more good energy ) Lost yeor AIA LV
led oll the other components with o 33% increose in
membership. With the beqinninq of lggl, we seem to hove
kicked.it into high geor ondlwe'rJodding new members olmost
everydoy.

You'll notice thot thirteen of the Venty-three new members
ore Associotes. This is of porticulor importonce since, for the
most port,.these members iepresent the 

'[uture 
of the profession

ond the Chopter. AIA LV hos o new emphosis on orooroms
ond proiects for ossociotes. We're *orkinq with the NJrodo
Boord of Arch itects to provide instructionol-orooroms thot will
help th-em to become licensed orchitects. ln'odJition, with the
help of Ed Vonce, Choirmon of lntern Develooment. E. Rlon
Holl, AIA qnd Dovid Frommer, Associote Director oithe AIA
LV Boqrd, we're orgonizing sociol events ond educotionol
progroms thotwill build o bridge from the UNLV compus ond
AIAS to Associote membership ond the reolities of "professionol
Proctice."

Did you olso notice thot eleven of the our new ossociote
members ore employees of JMA Architecture Studios? Curt
Corlson orgonized the push ot JMA ond the result is eleven
new members from one firm. Like severol other firms, JMA
hos odopted o policy of providing membership in AIA os on
employee benefit. lt's o greot policy.....one thot benefits the
firm...the member... ond the Chopter. Tote & Snyder's oolicv
is thot they will poy membership lees fo. ony 

"rilploy"" 
*h6

"oclively" porticipotes in the AlA....os o committee member
....os o choirperson....heoding up or working on on outreoch
proiect.... service on the Boord, etc. I con on-1y encouroge oll
member firms to odopt such o policy. Do you 6oru ".olJr"",who would like to ioin.... or continue theii membershif? 6ire
them o hond. l/s o win-win for everyone.

Oh, ond by the woy...there's onother list thot does not oet
published in the newslefter. lt's the nomes of membJrc
(orchitects, ossociotes ond ollied) who hove not yet poid their
dues. lf you hove forgotten. . . .or you've simply been too busy
to send in your dues poyment..... pleose toke o moment ond
do it right now. Good times ond qreot events ore cominq uo
this yeor ....the Putting ond Golf-Tournoments...the proluct
Show...the Desiqn Awords....not to mention C.E. orooroms
ond our membeiship meetings (ond our fobulous n"*r["r"r),
ond you won't wqnt to miss ony of them. lf you're hovino o
problem....give me o coll ond we'll work out on instollm[nt
plon. We need to keep your nome on the "Active Member
List." You know the number....895-0936.

AIA llevodo Dircrtory
AlA Los Vegos ond AIA Northern Nevodo ore combining
efforts this yeor to produce the AIA Nevodo Directory. The
book will include full listings of oll members os well os firm
profiles. l[ you hove not olreody received your "Firm
Questionnoire" from Dowson Publicotions, you will shortly.
It's very importont thot you fill it out ond return it os quickly os
possible. The 1997 AIA Nevodo Directory will be published
this spring.

Jlcw Committee
The AIA LV Publicotions Committee is being formed to reseorch,
write ond provide editoriol moteriol ond design opprooch for
the directory. ln oddition, other publicotiJns including o
Resource Guide, ond Guide to Los Vegos ore plonned. We
need volunteers. lf you ore interested in working on this
committee, pleose contoct R. Lovigne - 895.0936.

Ihonks from the Ihunder
The Los Vegos Thunder would like to thonk the Americon
lnstitute of Architects ond its members for their support of the
First Annuol AIA Thunder Night. Over 250 AIA members
ond more thon I 25 children from the locol Demoloy Chopter
come out for the gome. The kids hod o greot time, ond'Bill
Snyder, President of Tote & Snyder Architects got to drop the
first puck in recognition of bringing the lorgeit group to the
gome. We hope thot everyone hod o greot time ond enioyed
seeing their nome on the reoder booid. The Thunder'looks
for*ord to hoving AIA members involved in future events.

McKillican American, tnc. is pleased to announce the
opening of its Las Vegas Distribution Center.

The Company distributes Decorative Surfacing,
Hardware and Wood & Panel Products, featuring top
brand names such as Formica, Accuride, panolam and
Period Brass.

McKillican has 15 distribution centers in the United
States and Canada.

Las Vegas
5580 S. Arvilte Street
LasVegas, NV89118

Ph.702-365-6422
Fax 7O2-365-9128

Reno
18024 Brierley Way
Sparks, NV 89434
Ph. 702-359-6s99
Fax 7O2-359-4755

Town...The New Kid ln

Town...The New Kid ln

by Rondy Lovigne, Executive Director



AIA loctt lttD
by Rondy Lovigne, Executive Director

lntcrnships
The AIA ond the UNLV School o[ Architecture ore currently
estoblishing o progrom to ossist students in orronging required
poid summer internships with orchitecturol firms. New
internship guidelines ore being estoblished to interfoce the
UNLV School of Architecture lnternship with the NCARB IDP

guidelines. Member firms or individuol members interested
in sponsoring on intern or porticipoting in the progrom, pleose
coll Dovid Frommer ot 435.6401 or e-moil ot
dovidf rommer@oiolosvegos.org.

llcntoring
The AIA is currently estoblishing o mentor progrom with the
UNLV School of Architecture. The purpose of the progrom is

to improve interoction behveen proctitioners ond students.
And, to provide students with guidonce for design ond
professionol issues in their studies. Contoct Dovid Frommer
ot 435.640.l or ot dovidfrommer@oiolosvegos.org. if you ore
interested in mentoring.

High School Dcsign lwords
One of fie Chopter's most importont progroms is the High
School Design Awords ond once ogoin this yeor our Moy
Membership Meeting will provide the venue for recognizing
young design tolent in Clork County High Schools.

The meeting ond owords presentolion will be held ot the UNLV
Student Union Bollroom on Wednesdoy, Moy 2 ot 6PM. ln
the ofternoon, prior to the meeting, the students, their porents,
instructors ond coreer odvisors ore invited to get ocquointed
with UNLV ond the School of Architectur" thro,igh on informol
get together wifi members o[ the foculty, students, AIAS
members ond o tour of the compus. Represenlotives from oll
[irms ore invited to ottend ond porticipote.

Eric Christensen, Choirmon of the HSDA progrom ond his
teom o[AlA member orchitect odvisors hove worked diligently
oll yeor with the ort ond drofting students who ore porticipoting
in this yeor's competition. The design proiects will be iuried
one week prior to the presentotion meeting. Troditionolly,
U.S. Sovings Bonds ore oworded for the I st, 2nd ond 3rd
ploce winners. These prizes ore sponsored by ollied ond
orchitecturol member fi rms.

lf you or your firm would like to support this very worthwhile
progrom through o "sovings bond" donotion or by sponsoring
the evening, pleose contoct Eric Christensen ot 435- I I 50 or
Rondy Lovigne ot 895-0936.

April f,lceting - A tid-Yeor ReYiew
Even though we hoven't quite reoched the mid-point o[ the
yeor, lhe progrom for the April Membership Meeting is being
colled o "Mid Yeor Review." lt will focus on Legislotive lssues
ond provide o chonce for oll members to review where we
stond on oll pertinent issues. Members con osk questions, get
onswers, hove on opportunity to discuss the issues ond
contribule their thoughts in plonning our future legislotive
strolegy.

AIA Lobbyist, Mike Hillerby of Hillerby ond Associotes will
oddress the membership regording the politicol climote in this
session of the Legisloture, whot we con expect to goin ond
whot we need to consider for the future. John Anderson,
Director for the Western Mountoin Region will olso be o guest
speoker ot the meeting ond will discuss AIA notionol priorities
ond issues.

The membership of AIA Northern Nevodo hos been invited to

ioin us for this importont meeting. lt will be held ot the Monte
Corlo Hotel on Wednesdoy, April 16. Pleose plon to ottend.

Dorumenlc llolire
USE ORIGINAL AIA CONTRACT DOCUMENTS EVERY TIME.

Coll AIA Document Service @ 800-365-2724 or FAX 800-
86 4'7 626. Locol ly ovoi loble th rough Construction Notebook
3l3l Meode Avenue - 876'8660.

t

Buildinu
Better 
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Partnership
Meeks Conlracling, lnc.
invokes a leam approach
designed by a corporate
contracling leader in
Soulhem Nevada, one
lhat has implemented an
impressive and exacting
lransformation in lhe
construclion industry.

I,EEKS CONTRACTING,'NC.

4205 W: TOMPK|NS AVE, UNtf 3
(7O2) 368-1525

Fax: (7O2) 3644674
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