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COMPETITION & AUCTION

EXCUSE US IF WE “CROWE”
On March 17, 1997, fly with Chairman Michael Crowe, AIA, and all of AIA’s fine feath-
ered friends to New York New York for the 1997 Birds in Paradise Competition & Auction!




Presipent’s MEssace
by Windom Kimsey, AIA

Grassroots ‘97

| wonder how many of our members
know what the AIA Grassroots
Conference is about. While flying to
Washington, DC last month, | was
wondering to myself what to expect
when | arrived. After spending three
intensive days at the conference, | can
now tell you that unlike the National
Convention, it is all about learning
and running component chapters
such as our chapter here in Las
Vegas.

We had the opportunity to share thoughts and ideas with other
chapters about membership, meetings, fund-raisers, inferns,
oncfother issues. After talking to many other presidents,
president-elects, and executive directors, | must admit that in
reflection, our chapter was doing better and growing more
than any other. Let me share a fact | learned at Grassroots.
Aside from one chapter in the southwest that grew from nine
to eleven members, the Las Vegas chapter had the largest

growth percentage of new members in the entire county for
1996!

This trip to Washington, DC also gave our component officers
from Las Vegas and Northern Nevada the opportunity o lobby
our Nevada Senators and Representatives on the Fo"owing
national AIA issues:

ADA: Amending the ADA by authorizing the
Department of Justice to certify the three model
building codes;

School Construction Initiative: This is a $5 billion
federal school construction initiative, but distribution
on a statewide basis is not clearly defined;

CRTCA: The Commercial Revitalization Tax Credit
Act gives redevelopment seed funds to help inner-
city areas;

ISTEA: Internodal Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act contains a percentage of transportation dollars
for beautification and site improvements. The bill is
up for renewal and the AIA wants to keep the
percentage portion intact and

QBS: The AIA continues its lobbying and support for
qualification based selection.

If anyone would like to discuss these issues in more detail,
please give a call to any of the following people who were
part of our lobbying team in Washington, DC: Mike Crowe,
John Treston, Randy Lavigne, or me.

Continued to page 8.

AIA Nevapa Presipent’s MEessaGe
by Michael Crowe, AIA

Legislative Affairs Day was held on
Wednesday, February 12, 1997. Ed
Vance, Jerry Vielma, Cliff Jeffers,
Brad Schulz, Rick Sellers, Randy
Lavigne, John Treston and Michael
Crowe represented the Las Vegas
Chapter. Greg Erny, Max Hershenow
and several other individuals
represented the Northern component.
Additionally, Mike Hillerby (AIA
Lobbyist) was present throughout the
day. All participants felt that our
senators and representatives responded positively to the AIA’s
presence and favorably received our position statements. The
following synopsis summarizes the day’s activities and
accomplishments.

Legislation has been introduced which will allow the state board
to require registered architects to annually earn 12 continuing
education units as a requirement for continued registration.
The bill does not specify how these requirements will be
structured or how they will be administered. We will lobby
the state board to adopt a system which is compatible with
the AlA’s continuing education requirements for continued
membership.

Our view that the interior design legislation passed in 1995
should not be modified until it is implemented and tested is
widely shared by the elected officials we spoke with. The
only concern we heard was that non-licensed interior designers
might be put out of business. We assured all parties that this
is not our goal. The definitions of non-registered and registered
interior designers will be clarified. Mike Hillerby is working
with all parties to insure this housekeeping clarification to the
existing law is executed.

We explained we are in opposition to any taxes on professiondl
services and were told that all professions have the same
position. We will watch as this issue develops. Senate Bill
395-A which addresses tort reform was generally perceived
as fair. However, it was noted that the trial attorneys will be
opposing this legislation vigorously. Qualifications-based
selection of design professionals seemed to be generally
understood and supported. However, we will be alerted by
Mike Hillerby should this become an issue.

Continued to page 8.



OriNION

{iou have a response to the following Opinion?
ave an Opinion? Fax it to Randy ot%9§44] 7.

| have just begun my Birdhouse for the Birds of Paradise
auction and have once again run a-fowl of that old albatross
around my neck the Avian Differences Act (ADA). As you all
are aware in this climate of legislated mores birdhouse design
has been heavily influenced by the governmental mandate
that all birds must be treated equally. I'm sure you can all
imagine my dilemma; | was hoping to design a residence for
a Rufous Sided Towhee which has a rough overall diameter of
1 3/4" indicating an entrance of approximately 2", however,
given the ADA | need to provide access for all possible
inhabitants meaning that | have to plan for the possible entry
of anything from the Jeweled Humming Bird (OA Dia.. /2”) to
the Ostrich (OA Dia.. 42"). This of course does not even begin
to take into account the method of locomotion used by
particular species whether sea, land, or air. In researching the
different bird species and their requirements | realize that
many of our avian friends will not use the entrances used by
other species. My solution to this, is to build a structure large
enough to incorporate a sufficient range of openings to handle
all species. Currently, | have 432 openings. This is to say
nothing of the cohabitation problems of mixing bird species
which leaves me enclosing 432 individual houses within the
larger house and having to deal with codes for multi-family
housing. Yikes! This is assuming that | can deal with birds that
live in pairs only and are willing to live in box enclosures.
Imagine if | need to include Purple Martins which travel in
families of 2 or 3 dozen or Canada Geese which need a lake.
There is another more delicate issue when designing around
the cohabitation of species: predators. Face it, some birds are
not good in social conditions because, well, they eat other
birds. Thankfully, most predators are solitary and | can expect
at most one or two to take up residence in my birdhouse. So
far my best design solution involves putting the predator
residences on top of a very tall pole (100" or so) which | can
argue against the ADA as responding to this group of birds’
particular needs for soaring. Italso gives the prey birds a little
advanced warning should they suddenly be perceived as a
tasty morsel. On the other end of the spectrum are the (ahem)
land based birds. Maybe | can hide a ramp in the landscaping
around the lake I'm going to need for those web footed
breeds. Before | get too far
I'd better check to make
sure that | don’t need to
provide specialized flora
for the residents of my
birdhouse. ~ Okay, my
birdhouse has grown allittle
bit and my latest budget
estimates put construction
somewhere around $1,000
per residence for 600
residences resulting in a
construction cost of
$600,000. Hmm. Time for
plan B: low cost housing for
the indigent (PIGEONS).

Do
Or,

New MemBers

We are very happy to welcome these new members to the
AlA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architects:
Benjamin G. Abad-Santos
Benjamin G. Abad-Santos Architect
Donald W. Barton, AIA
Clark County Architect/Engineering Div.
Dustin Gorden, Jr. AlA
Dustin Gorden Architect
Miguel Moreno, AIA
Consultoria y Diseno S.C.
Suzana Rutar, AlA
Suzana Rutar Architect

Associates:
Alfbedo Alcantar, Assoc. AIA
JMA Architecture Studios
Eduardo R. Cervantes, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Biagio Guerra, Assoc. AlA

JDL Architecture
Leo G. Lauer Jr. Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Walter E. Lawler, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Robert Messiana, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Mark Phillips, Assoc. AIA

JMA Architecture Studios
A.J. Plank, Assoc. AIA

JMA Architecture Studios
Kathleen Richards, Assoc. AIA

JMA Architecture Studios
Elias N. Ruiz, lll, Assoc. AIA

JMA Architecture Studios
Michael William Sieck, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios
Daron Sperry, Assoc. AlA

JMA Architecture Studios

Evan J. Vause, Assoc. AlA
Suzana Rutar Architect

Allied:

Jerry Bodie

L.M. Scofield Company
Curt Davis

Milguard Windows
Tom Harris

Harris Engineers, Inc.
Larry Lautenbach

Tiger Drylac USA, Inc.
Jayne Mendivel

Consolidated Reprographics



AlA Locat anp Stare News

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

Membership

Take a look at the list of New Members in this month’s
newsletter. | believe we've set a record for the most new
members in any one month. Twenty-three! That list also tells
us a lot about what's happening with the Chapter.

First of all, we're growing at an incredible rate. This is partly
a reflection of the overall development of the Las Vegas areaq,
but more than that, it is a real indication of an energetic and
vital Chapter....whose members are actively promoting the
profession and vigorously participating within the community.
(Good energy makes more good energy.) Last year AIA LV
led all the other components with a 33% increase in
membership. With the beginning of 1997, we seem to have
kicked it into high gear and, we're adding new members almost
everyday.

You'll notice that thirteen of the twenty-three new members
are Associates. This is of particular importance since, for the
most part, these members represent the future of the profession
and the Chapter. AIA LV has a new emphasis on programs
and projects for associates. We're working with the Nevada
Board o} Architects to provide instructional programs that will
help them to become licensed architects. In addition, with the
help of Ed Vance, Chairman of Intern Development, E. Alan
Holl, AIA and David Frommer, Associate Director of the AIA
LV Board, we're organizing social events and educational
programs that will build a bridge from the UNLV campus and
AlAS to Associate membership and the realities of “Professional
Practice.”

Did you also notice that eleven of the our new associate
members are employees of JMA Architecture Studios2 Curt
Carlson organized the push at JMA and the result is eleven
new members from one firm. Like several other firms, IMA
has adopted a policy of providing membership in AIA as an
employee benefit. It's a great policy.....one that benefits the
firm...the member... and the Chapter. Tate & Snyder’s policy
is that they will pay membership fees for any employee who
“actively” participates in the AlA....as a committee member
....as a chairperson....heading up or working on an outreach
project.... service on the Board, etc. | can orﬂ encourage all
member firms to adopt such a policy. Do you lz/ove employees
who would like fo join.... or continue their membership2 Give
them a hand. It's a win-win for everyone.

Oh, and by the way...there’s another list that does not get
published in the newsletter. It's the names of members
(architects, associates and allied) who have not yet paid their
dues. If you have forgotten....or you've simply been too busy
to send in your dues payment..... please take a moment and
do it right now. Good times and great events are coming up
this year ....the Putting and Go|FTournoments...the Product
Show...the Design Awards....not to mention C.E. programs
and our membership meetings (and our fabulous newsletter),
and you won't want fo miss any of them. If you're having a
problem....give me a call and we'll work out an installment
plan. We need to keep your name on the “Active Member
List.” You know the number....895-0936.

AlIA Nevada Directory

AlA Las Vegas and AIA Northern Nevada are combining
efforts this year to produce the AIA Nevada Directory. The
book will include full listings of all members as well as firm
profiles. If you have not already received your “Firm
Questionnaire” from Dawson Publications, you will shortly.
It's very important that you fill it out and return it as quickly as
possible. The 1997 AIA Nevada Directory will be published
this spring.

New Committee

The AIA LV Publications Committee is being formed to research,
write and provide editorial material and design approach for
the directory. In addition, other publications including a
Resource Guide, and Guide to Las Vegas are planned. We
need volunteers. If you are interested in working on this
committee, please contact R. Lavigne - 895.0936.

Thanks from the Thunder

The Las Vegas Thunder would like to thank the American
Institute of Architects and its members for their support of the
First Annual AIA Thunder Night. Over 250 AIA members
and more than 125 children from the local Demolay Chapter
came out for the game. The kids had a great time, and Bill
Snyder, President of Tate & Snyder Architects got to drop the
first puck in recogpnition of bringing the largest group to the
game. We hope that everyone had a great time and enjoyed
seeing their name on the reader board. The Thunder looks
forward to having AIA members involved in future events.

The New Kid In Town...

McKillican American, Inc. is pleased to announce the
opening of its Las Vegas Distribution Center.

The Company distributes Decorative Surfacing,
Hardware and Wood & Panel Products, featuring top
brand names such as Formica, Accuride, Panolam and
Period Brass.

McKillican has 15 distribution centers in the United
States and Canada.

Reno Las Vegas
1802A Brierley Way 5580 S. Arville Street

Sparks, NV 89434 Las Vegas, NV 89118
Ph. 702-359-6599 Ph. 702-365-6422
Fax 702-359-4755 Fax 702-365-9128

The New Kid In Town...




AlIA Locat ano Stare News

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

Iinternships

The AIA and the UNLV School of Architecture are currently
establishing a program to assist students in arranging required
paid summer internships with architectural firms. New
internship guidelines are being established to interface the
UNLV School of Architecture Internship with the NCARB IDP
guidelines. Member firms or individual members interested
in sponsoring an infern or participating in the program, please
call David Frommer at 435.6401 or e-mail at
davidfrommer@aialasvegas.org.

Mentoring

The AlA is currently establishing a mentor program with the
UNLV School of Architecture. The purpose of the program is
to improve interaction between practitioners and students.
And, to provide students with guidance for design and
professional issues in their studies. Contact David Frommer
at 435.6401 or at davidfrommer@aialasvegas.org. if you are
interested in mentoring.

High School Design Awards

One of the Chapter’s most important programs is the High
School Design Awards and once again this year our May
Membership Meeting will provide the venue for recognizing
young design talent in Clark County High Schools.

The meeting and awards presentation will be held at the UNLV
Student Union Ballroom on Wednesday, May 2 at 6PM. In
the afternoon, prior to the meeting, the students, their parents,
instructors and career advisors are invited to get acquainted
with UNLV and the School of Architecture through an informal
get together with members of the faculty, students, AIAS
members and a tour of the campus. Representatives from all
firms are invited to attend and participate.

Eric Christensen, Chairman of the HSDA program and his
team of AIA member architect advisors have worked diligently
all year with the art and drafting students who are participating
in this year's competition. The design projects will be juried
one week prior to the presentation meeting. Traditionally,
U.S. Savings Bonds are awarded for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place winners. These prizes are sponsored by allied and
architectural member firms.

If you or your firm would like to support this very worthwhile
program through a “savings bond” donation or by sponsoring
the evening, please contact Eric Christensen at 435-1150 or
Randy Lavigne at 895-0936.

April Meeting - A Mid-Year Review

Even though we haven't quite reached the mid-point of the
year, the program for the April Membership Meeting is being
called a “Mid Year Review.” It will focus on Legislative Issues
and provide a chance for all members to review where we
stand on all pertinent issues. Members can ask questions, get
answers, have an opportunity to discuss the issues and
contribute their thoughts in planning our future legislative
strategy.

AlA Lobbyist, Mike Hillerby of Hillerby and Associates will
address the membership regarding the political climate in this
session of the Legislature, what we can expect to gain and
what we need to consider for the future. John Anderson,
Director for the Western Mountain Region will also be a guest
speaker at the meeting and will discuss AIA national priorities
and issues.

The membership of AIA Northern Nevada has been invited to
join us for this important meeting. It will be held at the Monte
Carlo Hotel on Wednesday, April 16. Please plan to attend.

Documents Notice

USE ORIGINAL AIA CONTRACT DOCUMENTS EVERY TIME.
Call AIA Document Service @ 800-365-2724 or FAX 800-
864-7626. Locally available through Construction Notebook
3131 Meade Avenue - 876-8660.

Building
better
Partnership

Meeks Contracting, Inc.
invokes a team approach
designed by a corporate
contracting leader in
Southern Nevada, one
that has implemented an
impressive and exacting
transformation in the
construction industry.

MEEKS CONTRACTING, INC.

4205 W. TOMPKINS AVE., UNIT 3
(702) 368-1525

Fax: (702) 368-3678




