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Presipent’s MEssaGE
by Windom Kimsey, AlA

The Secret’s Out

As the president of AIA Las Vegas, |
was encouraged by the turnout for
the Computer and Office Products
Show at the Aladdin Hotel and
Casino. The successful turnout shows
that the momentum from the last
couple of years is continuing, but our
chapter should not be content. There
are still many members from both
large and small firms who are not
participating in our meetings and
events. Now is the time fo get the word out to these people
about what they are missing. | am going to talk to some of
them and | encourage whoever is reading this column to do
the same. There is still a great untapped potential within our
chapter which we must always worf horcﬁe? to realize.

If you don't know already we have an incredible panel of
architects assembled at the Sahara West Library for this
month’s meeting on “Public Architecture.” We woulgnorma"y
be excited to get one of these architects to come and discuss
their work, but instead the meeting committee, chaired by
Eric Strain is bringing four of them here at the same time. This
is an opportunity to Eecr four contemporary architects speak
about Public Architecture, their ideas, cng see examples of
their work. It will also be a chance to see the design work for
the new Federal Courthouse in downtown Las Vegas. Sahara
West Library has just opened its doors and is well worth the
trip just to see anJ tour the building.

| must confess that | sound enthusiastic for our events and
meetings this year, but | feel we are offering more to our
members than ever before. The secret is getting out - AlA Las
Vegas is a happening event. Psst....pass it along.

New Memsers

We are very happy to welcome these new members to the
AlA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architect Members
Don Gandenberger, AlA

Salerno/Livingston Architects

Associate Members

Craig Forrest, Assoc. AlA
Kittrell Garlock & Associates

Shelley K. Lewison, Assoc. AlA
Swisher & Hall

Allied Members

Brad Olsen
Ninyo & Moore Geotechnical

AlIA Nevapa Presipenr’s Messace
by Michael Crowe, AIA

In 1996, we addressed several
important fopics including tort reform
and firm ownership. We formed a
political action committee o manage
contributions at the state and local
level. We initiated planning to help
organize our records and issue timely
correspondence in 1997.

¥ R,

Now it is a new year and | would %
like to take moment and discuss our :
?ocds for AIA Nevada in 1997. Our '

irst and most important goal is to
become a more organized and effective political organization.
Toward this end, Randy Lavigne has been appointed Executive
Director. Monies have been budgeted for Eer compensation.
She will be a great aid in organizing our efforts. We also
need to be well represented in Carson City on Legislative Affairs
Day (February 12, 1997). Please return the questionnaire
which has been mailed to all Las Vegas members as soon as

ossible. We need to know what involvement we can expect
rrom our members. Again, if you cannot be in Carson City,
we urge you to please write and call your representative. We
need your help!

The day’s schedule is printed in the questionnaire. However,
we need to express a note of caution. It is imperative that all
persons visiting the legislature speak with a single mind. Please
do not address personal opinions if they are not consistent
with the AIA position statements. We are representatives of
the American Institute of Architects. Let's work together and
show the legislature we are one organization.

Our second goal is to explore how we can best utilize our
new PAC Account. We will keep you informed on developments
in this area.

Our third goal is to monitor and be aware of issues and political
developments before they become detriments to our profession.
We intend to be proactive and decisive as situations develop
in the political arena. A very interesting debate occurred at
last month’s NCIRC meeting. Mike Hillerby, our lobbyist was
present. A discussion centered around the issue that many
contractors do not believe architects adequately coordinate
their drawings. The complaint was that contractors felt they
are required to coordinate the drawings to construct the
projects. Before the discussion degenerated, several engineers
and a few architects did stoneg up to defend the design
professionals.

In the end, it was the general opinion that owners are applying
pressures of time and money constraints on all members o
the design and construction industry. They generally do so
without tully understanding the consequences. Construction
managers are attempting to fill the gap of trust which is
occurring between architects, contractors, and owners. No
conclusions were made. We will follow this issue as it develops

over the next year. (Continued on page 03)



OriNION

{,OU have a response to the following Opinion?
ave an Opinion? Fax it fo Randy ct%?gziﬂ 7,

“Preview ‘97" has come and with it the architectural unveiling
of the Las Vegas Dome Stadium, the proposed 110,000 seat
stadium, 500 room hotel, and 300,000 square foot convention
center. (All figures from Las Vegas Dome Stadium promotional
materials.) Aggressively marketed by the developing
corporation as capable of hosting practically any event
involving spectators, the transfer o? Union Pacific property
brings the city closer to experiencing first hancfthe
complications associated with the periodic floods of stadium
bound traffic. As portrayed in the “Preview ‘97" brochure,
the stadium promises to be an aesthetically sophisticated and
surprisingly urban ensemble equal to the thematic extremes
of Las Vegas Boulevard. Missing, however, in the seductive
images and overly optimistic text is any accounting of how
fifty thousand vehicles will be routed into and out of rie site as
well as park for upwards of six hours. While it can be argued
that Las Vegas already handles large volumes of traffic, the
flow patterns associated with mega-stadium events are
significantly different and are marked by peak surges far in
excess of any currently experienced within the city. Cities
with comparable structures typically go to great lengths and
costs to significantly reorganize traffic use patterns including
one directional trcﬁic on major feeder routes, closing access
to neighborhoods, and banning on street parking fo residences
along specified roads. Additionally, the site location will place
a heavy load on the oldest and most congested of the ci
infrastructure further extending the duration that traffic will
be diverted.

Do
Or,

Las Vegas Dome Stadium promoters have argued that this
influx ogF traffic will be a positive factor in the revitalization of
the downtown. With the probable utilization of surface parking
throughout the downtown to augment on site parking this
argument may have some merit. On the other hand, it is
un?ikely that the stadium will host sufficient maximum capacity
events as to establish a frequent and dependable off site
resence. Should this be the case, the stadium could prove to
Ee detrimental to the revitalization efforts by making access
to business establishments more difficult and grfher identifying
the downtown with congestion. It would be easy to envision
that the ultimate solution to site access congestion and .a
negative perception of the Las Vegas ci?' center would be the
direct access oFthe stadium site to the freeways. This would
sever almost completely any connection between the downtown
and the stadium creating what would be in effect one more
suburban mega-structure. Albeit an attractive one.

AIA Nevaoa Presipent’s MEssAGE
(Continued from page 02

Our fourth goal is to develop a library of AIA Nevada's past
records. Currently they are scattered and stored by different
individuals who have served as Board Members in past years.
We intend to gather these records, organize them, and store

them in the UNLV AIA Office. If you have records in your
possession, please contact Randy Lavigne.

All members of the board are looking forward to serving you
and our (professions in general. If you have any concerns or
issues, please attend our board meeting and talk to us.

Briers
Fax your firm’s brief to Randy at 895.4417.

Work continues at Welles Pugsley on the new and improved
UNLV Library...Eric Strain has received a Governor's
appointment to the Nevada State Council on the Arts...Have
an idea for an "Art In Public Places" project? Send it to the Las
Vegas Arts Commission, project location must be within the
city boundaries and have a budget no greater than $7,000...
Congratulations to Lucchesi, Galati Architects for beginning
Schematic Design on Phase | of the Catholic Charities 7.5
acre masterplan located at St. Vincent's Plaza...Don’t miss
the LV Chamber of Commerce Beautification Awards lunch...
Wondering where the 96 Design Awards are?....still printing
(to be available at the February meeting)...Work continues
(ahead of schedule) on the School of Architecture-drive by,
you can’t miss it...Congratulations to Kittrell Garlock and
Associates and Tate Snyger Architects for UNLV's Lied Athletic
Complex recent honor, the Award of Excellence by “Athletic
Management” magazine...February 7 at 5PM "A Piece of
L.A." opens at the Trailer Park, 9-A at the university, food &
drink sponsored by the architecture students at UNLV....Lisa
Lutton (UNLV student) stars in Foundation Promotion
(autograph signing to take place February 20 at AIA monthly
meeting)...On January 1, 1997, Buena Engineers, Inc. and
Geofon, Inc. merged. The new company is Buena-Geofon,
Inc...Congratulations to JMA Architecture Studios for bringing
home two national awards from the National Commercial
Builders Council, for the Las Vegas Executive Air Terminal and
West Valley Imaging...Movin’ on up...Lucchesi Galati just
moved to beautiful new offices in the Hughes Airport
Center...JMA is currently designing a new 25,000 s.f. studio
in The Crossing Business Center...Jess Perez has opened new
offices in Henj]erson as JPA Architecture...who's next?...Have
a brief for March’s newsletter? Fax to Randy at 895.4417...

Fax Pott

RESULTS

Poll #1 - In With A Bang! Implode the following...
1998- Spaghetti Bowl :
1999- Stratosphere Tower
2000- Anything still standing

Poll #2 - AlA’s Salute to St. Valentine!
Where looking for the best wedding chapel design/

experience in Las Vegas. Fax your response to AlA Las
Vegas office 702.895.4417.




AlA Locat News

by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

AIA Computer Show a Hit

The chapter’s first event of 1997 was a success and gets the
year off to a great start. With over 180 members ang guests
in attendance, the twenty vendors who participated were very
pleased with the opportunity to demonstrate their products to
such an enthusiastic crowd. Special thanks goes to Brad Schulz,
Chairman of the Computer and Office Products Show and to
Valerie Bugni and Doug Allen with Kittrell Garlock & Associates
for their work in selling and organizing the event.

E - Week

The 45th Annual Southern Nevada National Engineers Week
gives engineers and land surveyors a chance to show off their
contributions to society. Activities are planned all during the
week of February 16-22 and the public is invited to participate.

The National Society of Professional Engineers is hosting an
"Are You As Smart As You Think You Are? contest at UNLV
from February 18-21. On the 20th of February, The Society
of Women Engineers is sponsoring an Aluminum Foil Boat
Float contest and The American Society of Civil Engineers is
sEonsoring an Egg Drop contest, also on the UNLV camps.
The UNLV College of Engineering will hold open house tours
from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM on February 20 and 21.

Throughout the week local engineers and surveyors will be
making presentations to high schools in cooperation with math
and science teachers.

The finale of the week will be on Saturday, February 22 at
Harrah'’s Hotel where exhibits by members of the Nevada
Society of Professional Engineers will be on display all day.
A dinner-dance is scheduled for 6:00 PM at Harrah’s. Tickets
can be purchased by contacting Michelle Rochelle at 877-
5633.

Assurance LTD.

.. . Committed to Insurance Excellence

South Tech Business Park

4325 S. Industrial Road, Suite 300
Las Vegas, Nevada 89103

(702) 798-3700 * Fax 798-3711

Specializing in all forms of
bonds and insurance for the
design professional and the
construction industry

A FULL SERVICE INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENCY

Alternative Architecture

Alfred M. Kemper, AIA Emeritus has announced the
commencement of a new book entitled Alternative Architecture,
American Pioneers of Energy Conscious Design. It will be a
comprehensive history of the energy efficient movement and
a fribute to the architects who were the original "trailblazers"
in this important field. The book will include the individuals
who actually put their ideas into practice by example and
formal implementation of their work. If you would like to be
included in the book contact Alfred M. Kemper, AIA Emeritus,
909-920-9753.

The New Kid In Town...

McKillican American, Inc. is pleased to announce
the opening of its Las Vegas Distribution Center.

The Company distributes Decorative Surfacing,
Hardware and Wood & Panel Products, featuring top
brand names such as Formica, Accuride, Panolam and
Period Brass.

McKillican has 15 distribution centers in the
United States and Canada.

Reno Las Vegas
1802A Brierley Way 5580 S. Arville Street

Sparks, NV 89434 Las Vegas, NV 89118
Ph. 702-359-6599 Ph. 702-365-6422

Fax 702-359-4755 Fax 702-365-9128

The New Kid In Town...

Nothing lays the foundation
for design like Focal Point®
Architectural Products.

Mouldings from Foca Poixt® don’t just make 4 home
stand oul. They make it stand apart with architectural
trim that speaks volumes about the quality, craftsmanship
and attention you've put into a2 home. That’s why homes
with our mouldings aren't just appreciated. They're sold.
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