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The President's Message

Congratulations
The Trustees of the University of New Hamp-
shire should be complimented in their intent
to use the able services of state resident archi-
tects as opposed to out-of-state talent. There
is of course no stigma to be placed on non-
resident architects but it is indeed comforting
to find that in their recent selection this in-
stitution has reaffirmed their confidence in
“local” talent.

Education
It is a prime function of the architect to ed-
ucate his clients to let him materialize his
ideas. To be tolerant of the laymen’s views
perhaps will do more to further the respect
of the architect and his profession than to
deliver ultimatums. If the architect be sensi-
tive to the feelings and needs of his client ob-
viously he will better interpret these needs
into a satisfying solution.
In the final analysis building is a positive
happy act—it is one of creating, not one of
tearing down, for the most part it is the shelter-
ing of people, their anxieties and laughter
from the starkness of a dog-cat-dog nature.

If the N. E. architect is fully aware of the
make-up of us creatures of this season- chang-
ing climate, if he understands that money up
this-a-way is harder to come by than in other
regions, that blessed spring, summer and fall
can turn savagely into bitter winter, perhaps
then he will understand that the Yankee shell
is a sensible protection and that same Yankee
expects a sensible solution to these other shells
he builds about himself. Whether that archi-
tect’s solution be conceived in the progressive
or conservative will always be a lively topic
of discussion, but such solution should be
disciplined to embody the Yankee's concep-
tion of the sensible.
Objective

Our N. H. Chapter A. I. A. has extended in-
vitations to all registered resident architects
who are not members of the Chapter to attend
the Annual Chapter Meeting. It is our intent
to present to our fellow architect the objectives
which the American Institute of Architects is
striving to attain. Aside from the mutual bene-
fits of common local problems, one of the
common objectives is to present the public

with the real contributions architects can ma
to society. It is obvious that the more arc
teets interested in cementing public relatio
the better understood will be our services.
Several years ago Mr. Architcet was inelin
to wait for the public to knock on his door a
in many cases he waited too long. Along wi
this solitary existence came the public’s ident
fication that the architect was “queer,”
dreamer and an expensive luxury to buildi
That anything could be farther from the tru
has taken more than verbal denial, it h
taken the proof of active participation in co:
munity projeets, in Chapter attendance a
work. This giving of one's time for the go
of the whole can be a chore, a drag and
times a nuisance, but by far outweighing th
are the advantages of doing something pr
gressive to help your fellow man.
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BOARD OF REGISTRATION
FOR ARCHITECTS GRANTS
13 CERTIFICATES

The New Hampshire Board of Registratio
for Architects Granted Certificates to 12 locs
and out of state architects:

Roland J. Young
Edwin T. Steffian

Larchmont, New York
Boston, Massachusetts
Russell M. Peirce Newburyport, Massachusett
Lester C. Gustin Winchester, Massachusetts
Roswell F. Barrett Southport, Connecticut
John A. Carter Nashua, New Hampshire
Warren H. Ashley West Hartord, Connecticut
Royal B. Wills Boston, Massachusetts
John C. Harkness Cambridge, Massachusetts
Francis B. Sellew Boston, Massachusetts
Barton V. Phinney Nashua, New Hampshire
Guy K. Wilson Durham, New Hampshire




TIGHT FUNDS PACE SLUMP IN HOUSING

Difficulties in financing mortgages are ac-
mpanying scattered slumps in new home
nstruction across the nation, an Associated
ess survey showed.
Home builders tend to blame the construc-
n letdown on financing troubles. Experts
sagree on whether it will be easier or harder
get a mortgage loan in the future.
Only in recent months has construction
sed off in many cities. During the early
onths of 1953 the biggest construction boom
United States history rolled on almost un-
ecked.
A whopping sixteen billion dollars’ worth
construction was listed for the first six
onths. That pace equaled the building rate
1952, when total new construction reached
record $33,500,000,000.
But in the first quarter of this year home
ilding failed to hold its own. There were
5,000 new housing starts in the first three
onths of this year, compared to 246,500 in

the same period last year.
Second Quarter Down

Second-quarter figures, released this week,
showed privately owned housing starts were
down by 3,800 units from May to June. There
were 103,000 housing starts last month.

The Associated Press survey of twenty-two
cities scattered from coast to coast showed
thirteen of them are struggling with mortgage
money troubles. Eleven cities said new home
construction either is declining or heading for
a drop.

Only seven cities said the money market
is adequate. A meager three out of twenty-
two reported construction still at boom levels.

Builders in almost every section of the
country blame the home construction slow-
down on financing difficulties. Contractors and
promoters say banks and other institutions
aren’t interested in real estate loans because
government and corporation bonds offer higher
interest rates.

st End Federal Savings

d Loan Association
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CHAPTER ACTIVITIES, 1951 - 195

By EvcenE F. MAGENAU
Former President
N. H.Chapter, A. 1. A.

At the Annual Meeting last May, it was voted
to have the retiring President make a written
report of Chapter accomplishments during his
administration together with recommendations
for future action.

The volume of documents accumulated over
the past two years, which it was necessary to
review for this purpose, indicated that the
Chapter has indeed been active. As with most
organizations, the burden was carried prin-
cipally by a few persons—members of the Ex-
ecutive Committee, the various committee
chairmen and Editor of the New Hampshire
Architect. Their hard work deserves recogni-
tion and would have accomplished more in
terms of tangible results than it actually did,
with a little wider participation and closer
attention to business on the part of the mem-
bers.

Chapter meetings on the whole have been of
high quality. Dr. Pietro Belluschi, Dean of
the M. 1. T. School of Architecture, addressed
us in November 1951 at the Manchester Coun-
try Club, on the occasion of a joint meeting
with the M. I. T. Club of New Hampshire.
The following February in Exeter, we learned
about prestressed concrete from Vietor Kjell-
man of the Portland Cement Association. In
May 1952 we had another joint meetng in
Manchester with the Associated General Con-
tractors and the N. H. Society of Professional
Engineers, with C. P. Street, Vice President
of the A. G. C., as guest speaker. Douglass
Haskell, Editor of Architectural Forum, head-
ed the program at the Wentworth in August
1952. At the Winnisquam House in November
1952 we enjoyed an illustrated talk and dem-
onstration of resilient flooring products by the
Armstrong Cork Co. This meeting also marked
the first special program for the ladies, with
an illustrated discussion of interior decorating
by Miss Barbara Standish. In February 1953
at the Millville Inn in Concord we heard
Regional A. I. A. Director Philip D. Creer.
The final meeting last May, at the Ragged
Mountain Fish & Game Club, was entirely
taken up with business.

YQeven events stand out as memorable for o
reason or another:

(1) Adoption by the Legislature of amen
ments to the Architects Registration Law, Ju
11, 1951. These were sponsored by the Chapt
They make it illegal to practice or offer
practice as an architect unless registered, a
prevent anyone from using the title “architec
unless registered.

(2) Publication by the N. H. State D
partment of Education in September 1952
“Guide for the Planning and Construction
School Buildings.” Originating from a sugg
tion in “Architextopics,” financed by the D
partment, supported by Commissioner Bule
and guided by Administrator Paul Farnum, t
book was authored by a team of educato
school administrators and the following A.
A. Chapter members. Huddleston, Hudso
Kiley, Magenau and Randlett.

(3) Establishment of an Architeet’s Sch
arship Fund and adoption of Rules by t
Chapter, February 21, 1952. This action follo
ed many months of study and was followed
a long and still continued period of waiting {
new fund contributions.

(4) Membership in the New England Re
jonal Council of the American Institute
Architects, of which the By-Laws were adop
on February 21, 1952.

(5) Award of Emeritus Life Membersh
to Harry G. Forrest on August 22, 1952,
recognition of his service to the Chapter a
its predecessor, the N. H. Society of Architee
as Secretary for twelve years.

(6) Passage of several revisions to the B
Laws, at various times, raising the dues, cla
fying requirements for Junior Associateshi
providing for nomination of officers by a no
inating committee, quarterly instead of mont
ly Treasurer’s reports, and making the Schola
ship Fund Committee a regular standi
committee.

(Continued on page 12)
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RNOLD PERRETON, A.I. A; A.S. P. 0.

THE FARMINGTON SCHOOL DEVELOPEMENT PLAN

The recently built ¢clementary school bui'd-
g for Farmington, New Hampshire was part

a comprehensive school plan initiated in
P47. At that time, dueto the forsight of James
hayer, Chairman of the School Board, Au-
ey King, Chairman of the School Building
ommittee, Kathleen Doliver, Norman Liber-
and others of the School Board and Build-
hg Committee a comprehensive plan for the
hool facilities was developed which has
roven very advantageous.

The project was initiated when it was con-
emplated to build a new high school building.
puring the course of selecting a suitable site
pr the high school, the nced for community
pereation facilities and the eventual need for
dditional elementary school facilities was also
pised and became a major factor of considera-
on. The need for a comprehensive site and
evelopment study which included all of these
heilities was suggested and adopted. As a
esult of this study the site of a former aban-
oned and undesirable gravel bank was selected
nd developed as shown by the accompaning
hotographs. The former eye sore which re-
ricted a natural development of residential

streets was eliminated and planned to provide
an ample area for high school, elementary
school and recreational facilities in the heart
of a new residential area.

In connection with this study, as a part of
the Federal Advanced Planning Program, a
high school building for 350 pupils and a ree-
reation building was also planned. This was
estimated to cost a total of $350,000. Due to
the lack of an immediate urgency and inade-
quate funds the high school and recreation
building were tabled for future construction.

In the meantime the need for additional
elementary school facilities became urgent.
An elementary school unit was planned and
built on this site in accordance with the origin-
al provisions of the site plan. This building
included eight class rooms and an assembly
room that can be converted to two more class-
rooms to provide an eventual ten room build-
ing. Each of these classrooms were planned
with a direct egress to the adjacent play area
on the lateral sides of the building. The ad-
jacent recreation building will be used for
assembly and indoor recreation when complet-
ed.

Arnold Perreton, Architect and Planning Consultant, Con-
cord, N. H. Born Gstaad, Switzerland. Attended elementary
and high school, Alliance, Ohio. Bachelor of Architecture ’28,
Carnegie Institute of Techology. Master of Architecture,

Harvard University, Attended courses in Planning Insti-
tutes, Massachusetts of Technology. Travel and study in
Europe. Employed as designer by Benno & Janssen, Pitts-
burgh, Pa., and Raymond Hood Associates, New York, N. Y.
Instructor and Assistant Professor of Architecture, Univer-
sity of New Hampshire 1930 to 1942. Employed by E. T.
Huddleston, Supervising Architect, Uniwversity of New
Hampshire. Part time private practice from 1932 to 1942.
Camouflage consultant, U. S. Engineers, Boston 1942-43.
s * Planning Asswstant, N. H. State Planning and Development
Commission 1944 to forty-five. Principal in present firm,
Arnold Perreton & Associates, since 1946. Charter member
and past President of N. H. Chapter of American Institute

of Architects and member of American Society of Planning
Officials. Registered Architect in New Hampshire and

Maine.
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Development Plan of the school and recreational
area. The recreation building is in the center at
the bottom with the high school building and
future extensions on the left. The elementary
school building and future extensions on the
right. Football, baseball and other facilities are
located in the area as indicated.
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High School and Recreation building. The high
school is planned complete with class rooms,
science and home economic laboratories for 350
pupils. The recreation building is designed for use
by both the community, the high school, and
elementary school. It has a gym and auditorium,
and locker rooms on the first floor. Shops, arts
and crafts, dining, and lounge areas are on the
ground floor.

Elementary school located on the former gravel
bank area.

Plan of elementary school building with eight classrooms and assembly room, featuring
individual room entrances, cloak rooms and toilet facilities.
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This building and the other facilities on the
site have become a basic program for the com-
prehensive development and construction of
the Farmington school facilities. This gives
the school district a basis for setting up a
school building budget. It serves as a neu-
cleus for the extension of streets and the
development of new residential area which has

and will further help in the support of the
school system by the additional tax realized
thereby. By the foresight of the School Board
and the use of proper comprehensive planning
the frequent headaches, confusion, and addi-
tional expense resulting from inadequate plan-
ning has been eliminated in Farmington, New
Hampshire.




The building was constructed with a con
crete floor slab, conerete block partitions, con
crete block exterior walls faced with brick
wood frame window wall, wood frame roo
constructed with built up roofing, asphal
tile flooring, acoustical tile ceiling, oil ho
water heating system, forced exhaust ventila
tion, individual room plumbing, incandescen
lighting, and painting complete in varlous
tints. This building was constructed at a cos
of $113,141 by Ernest Sanders, Contractor anc
Builder, Alton, New Hampshire. The bull
dozing of the gravel bank and general preper
ation of the site, construction of a driveway
new school equipment and fee brought thg
total cost to $135,000.

Typical entrance to class rooms.

View through connecting doors of class rooms
and entry.

View of typical class room.
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(Continued from Page 6)

(7) Adoption of a new Chapter Schedule
of Fees on May 21, 1953. This was the culmin-
ation of many months of intensive effort on
the part of the Committee on Ethics and Fees
which is still working to put the schedule in
final shape following action by the A. I. A.
Convention in June in Seattle on Document
177, “Basic Schedule of Architectural Ser-
vices.”

The Executive Committee spends a great
deal of time attending to Chapter affairs, a
few of which may be mentioned: Submitted a
panel of names from which Governor Adams
selected Stephen P. Tracy, A. 1. A, as a mem-
ber of the Architects’ Board of Registration;
held a hearing on charges of unprofessional
conduct against a Chapter member and found
the charges not supported by the facts; nom-
inated Eriec T. Huddleston for Fellowship in
the A. I. A., to which he was subsequently
elected; authorized purchase of a banner to
“dress up” Chapter meetings and which made
its first appearance at the May 1953 meeting;
delegated three of its members to meet with
officials of the State Department of Public
Works & Highways, to learn of the latter's
policies relative to architecural services and
to develop better relations.

Your President in addition to being mixed up
in all of the above, conducted a preliminary
investigation of charges of unprofessional con-
duct from an outside chapter, resulting in the
charges being dropped ; advised a school board
and a bank relative to procedure for selecting
an architect; assisted the Professional Advisor
of a design competition; spoke to the graduat-
ing class of St. Paul’s School on “Architecture
as a Career,” participated in a panel discussion
on “The Ideal Classroom;” and was elected
Secretary-Treasurer of the N. E. Regional
Council.

The Chapter failed in some of the things it
tried to do. These failures should be inter-
preted as recommendations for future action:

(1) We took no positive action on “Reso-
lution No. 1” of the Committee on Bidding
Procedure, relative to lump sum bidding.

(2) Our amendments to House Bill 72
relating to state public works procedures were

shanghaied after very able preparation b
legal counsel working cooperatively with pub
lic officials, the A. G. C., the N. H. Society o
Engineers and the Legislative Commit

With an extensive public works program com
ing up, it will be wise to observe carefully ho
the Department of Public Works & Highway:
operates under the legislation as it was pass

(3) An abortive experience with the Reg
istration Board over three cases of possibl
violations to the law, resulted in unsatisfacto
action on two of them and showed the need o
better provisions in the law for investigatio
and enforcement.

(4) We failed to raise anything for th
Scholarship Fund beyond the two or thr
initial contributions. Financial encourage
ment for architectural students should b
sought among our own members, from th
building and building materials industries an
from outsiders with money to spare for worth
enterprises.

(5) Although total membership in th
Chapter increased from 40 in May 1951 to 4
a year later and to 49 in May 1952, there
still too many architects and draftsmen in th
state who remain untouched by the benefi
of participating in A. I. A. activities, includi
some of the members themselves. These reluc
tant dragons should somehow be brought int
the fold.

If one can be happy though thrifty, it is {
to be an architect. It is more fun if one ca
belong to the A. I. A. It is still more fun to
an officer in the local A. I. A. Chapter. I con
gratulate the new officers and commend the:
to you as deserving of your best possibl
support.

Heaven never helps the man who will no
act.—Sophocles

To talk of architecture is a joke, till you can
build a chimney that won't smoke.
—J. R. Planche
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