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EKIC T . HUDDLESTON 
Fellow of the American Institute of Architects 

This distinctive national honor is a fine and 
just tribute to Professor Huddleston, to the 
N. H. Chapter which proudly nominated him 
and to the people of this State of New Hamp­
shire. This singular honor has no dollar 
value either to be purchased or to be bartered, 
rather it is a symbol of the high esteem which 
his fellow creatures hold for him. 

For a man to have laboured beyond his 
day's work for the betterment of his pro­
fession, for the welfare of a public, requires 
that the man l i f t his eyes up from his shoes 
to horizons that others wait years to see 
and that he do all this \N-ithout thought of 
personal gain requires a stature which many 
of us do well to imitate. 

And so to you Fellow Huddleston, now re-
turnetl from the Hall of Honor, thank j'ou 
for the dignity and inspiration you have given 
our profession. 

AK'T 
Now for the thousands of years we've 

scampered around this little ball we've come 
to see many things — some good — some not-
so good. Take this thing called Art — from 
cave scratches to etchings, from voodoo dolls 
to sparkling stone sculpture — from cave to 
air-conditioning — we've run the gamut, yes, 
at times we've run off the gamut. Regardless 
of the stage it is interesting that the little 
people have supported the art-forms with a 
sincerity born of inarticulate craving — and 
he of the artist who was most roundly ap­
plauded was the artist with a touch of the sod, 
a dash of the homely and a deep appreciation 
for inspirational needs in a humdrum life. 

From the dusty sweat of harvesting our 
ancestors walked to their little village to see 
the latest carving on the cathedral doors by 
the artist son of the Village Baker. Though 
this artist was a block-head and dunce about 
pitching hay and doing every-day chores, i t 

was good that he found a place for himself and 
had embelli.shed the oak panelling so well. 
Those same ancestors left their farms near the 
dykes, to wagon-ride to Amsterdam to see that 
young Rembrandt's painting — Night Watch! 
Back in their farms they boasted to their wom­
en-folks of the things they'd seen and many 
times when the salt-sweat stung their eyes, 
they'd squint to Amsterdam and their work 
was lightened. 

Today we, too, have wonderful talent in the 
lovely art-expressions of the Currier Gallery 
of Ar t and the Craftsmen's Fair Exhibits of 
highly talented professional artists in this 
state of ours. Stretch your legs, my friend, 
get around to .see these expressions, they'll 
l i f t you out of the rut and plant you solid. 
Take these new-fangled things called Mobiles 
— lawdy! at first I thought the father of 
the things was a ripe case — not so! those art-
forms are fa.scinating, their movements and 
shadows are ever interesting — what's more, 
you can make them yourself. I f you can re­
member with drowsy happiness the tinkling 
twisting of those Japanese glass gadgets your 
mother hung on the porch, then you're not 
really a lost soul — get up, friend, .stir around 
a bit, there's lots more around than whether 
the Yanks are three games ahead. 

And perchance i f you should meet a lad 
along the way who calls himself an Architect 
— I dare you to ask him why. And from his 
answer do not judge him harshly — he might 
i f he's a realist answer, "So I can eat." He 
might i f he be an idealist answer, "So I can 
create." Most of us use both answers. But 
in any case, ask what and how he performs 
his job. Besides it's about time you found 
out about the fellow who designs the majority 
of homes, places of work, of worship, of public 
buildings; it might give you a chance to 
kick him in the shins! 

When You Think of Building . . . Think of an Architect 



SPECIFICATIONS HELD VITAL 
IN GOOD BUILDING DESIGN 

B Y RICHARD B . LYMAN 

The iniporiauce of construction specifica-
tiocs, as a measure of the quality, design and 
procedure for a building project, was em­
phasized last week by two leading educators 
in the architectural field at the annual dinner 
of the Metropolitan New York Chapter of the 
Construction Specifications Institute. The 
dinner was held at the Architectural League, 
115 E. 40th St. 

Bruno Punaro, Professor in the School of 
Architecture, Princeton University, debated 
the question "Should Specifications Be 
Taught in Architectural Schools?" with 
Thomas E. Creighton, editor of "Progressive 
Architecture," as moderator. Both educators 
are expert practicing architects. 

In answering this question affirmatively. 
Professor Punaro pointed out that a build­
ing is designed by an architect to perform a 
definite function, and in the design phase 
the architect will use whatever means of ex­
pression he finds suitable, drawings, models 
or written descriptions. He has to visualize 
the building in its completion and enable his 
client to see it. Then the architect has to 
translate his design into a set of instructions 
for the builder. 

The third function of the architect is to 
supervise construction and see that his instruc­
tions are followed. I t is evident that for the 
sake of efficiency the design and the instruc­
tions should come from the same source. Prof. 
Punaro said, so that the writing of specifica­
tions is a task for the architect and is closely 
related to design. 

Rather than treat specifications as an 
isolated type of document, the Columbia edu­
cator said that students should be taught 
about building components, and then taught 
how to translate their designs into instruc­
tions, with emphasis on clarity. Learning the 
formulation of instructions, he said, should 
not be left to casual office apprenticeship, but 
should be done through methodical scientific 
training, such as only a well organized school 
can provide. 

Dean McLaughlin agreed completely on the 
importance of the written instructions, saying 

that in the specifications lies the essential 
control of the job, both as to quality and pro­
cedure. He said that for this reason, after 
twenty-five years of office experience, he pre­
ferred to be able to write the specifications 
over any other activity in seeking to turn 
out a good building. He also commented that 
when specifications really cover a job, the 
blueprints also become increasingly clear and 
readable. 

Where he differed from Prof. Punaro was 
in his belief that the areas of technical knowl­
edge that the competent architect must ulti­
mately master are so vast that a school can 
only give access to them and impart some of 
their meaning. He said that it was impos­
sible, for instance, to cover the range of avail­
able materials in a materials course today, 
and all the school can do is to develop an un­
derstanding of the inherent qualities of vari­
ous materials and of the various requirements 
in building. 

Dean McLaughlin also warned against the 
development of a parrot-like pseudo compe­
tence not based on experience, saying that a 
well-written specification is the result of con­
siderable knowledge buttressed by substantial 
experience, and that " to try to force the 
knowledge without the experience may well 
end in fu t i l i ty . " 

CONNECTICUT REVISES 
ARCHITECT REGISTRATION 

The Connecticut legislature voted several 
revisions in the state's architect registration 
law. 

Before examinations can be.taken, candi­
dates must have a high school education and 
eight years practical experience, or five years 
college with three years employment in an 
architect's office. 

The revised law requires that a registered 
architect be retained for design of all build­
ings over 5,000 sq. f t . except for farm build­
ings, one and two-story houses, and structures 
built by public utilities maintaining their own 
registered engineers. 



THE OLD M A N 
The "Old Man" came into the office just 

as a surveyinj;: party was starting out. "When 
you boys come back," he said, " I will show 
you a translation of an Egyptian document, 
written on papyrus, about 4000 years ago. 
I t is a report to the Pharoah of that time." 

This was the translation of the document. 
"Know, Oh mighty Pharoah, that I have 

made inspection of the works on the Upper 
Nile. I found the builders to be a most 
strange breed. First cometh men with a 
three-legged prong with which they made 
divers observations. When they approach a 
village the maidens fleeth and the villagers 
bewail exceedingly because they always aim 
the prong at a house, saying, " i t must be 
moved," although the desert stretcheth for 
miles around, dry and desolate. Sometimes, 
the prong men drive little stakes in the 
ground. They play a game and wait until 
someone knocks down one of the stakes, and 
then the prong men jump in the air and tear 
their hair and call on Ra and Osiris and Isis 
and Set and Horos and all the lesser gods, and 
they becoming exceeding wroth. All about a 
little stick. They also make many hiero­
glyphics, many of which they do not under­
stand. 

"Then cometh the contractors. They are a 
class that have many possessions and ride in 
fine chariots, but they easily run to bitter 
tears, and they sorely runneth down the work 
to be done, to each other, that they may make 
the other afraid and he add much expense 
to his calculations. 

"Then cometh the material men clad in fine 
raiment and the maidens meet them with 
gleeful smiles, as they have something magic 
called an 'expense account.' They are all 
worshippers of the Sacred Bull. Every morn­
ing they chant ' 0 Sacred Bull, keep us fu l l 
because only because of thee can we continue 
to live.' 

"Then cometh the letting of the contract. 

Whereat one contractor draws the prize, and 
the rest of the Contractors beat their breasts 
and pour ashes on their heads, and say with 
a mighty shout,' He can't do it for the money.' 
Always have they said this, and always to 
the end of time will they say it, even until 
the stars grow old. 

"But the low bidder he smiles and is pleased 
with himself, wise in his own conceit, and 
he hunteth uj) the three prong men and taketh 
them out to dine with him, and handeth the 
dinner check to the material men." 

—Seattle A.G.C. 

Construction Awards Down 
One Percent in New Hampshire 

BOSTON — New Hampshire had construc­
tion contract awards totaling $12,257,000 for 
the first five months of 1953, it was announced 
by James A. Harding, district manager F. W. 
Dodge Corporation, construction news and 
marketing specialists. This total was 1 per 
cent less than the comparable 1952 figure, 
according to Dodge Reports. 

Individual five-month 1953 totals, compared 
with 1952 were: Non-residential, $4,653,000, 
up 20 per cent; residential, $4,163,000, down 
8 per cent; heavy engineering (public works 
and utilities), $3,441,000, down 15 per cent. 

The May total construction award figure 
was $2,167,000 or 46 per cent below April 
and 30 per cent below I\Iay 1952. 

Individual May totals: Nonresidential, 
$529,000 or 22 per cent less than April and 
54 per cent less than May 1952; residential, 
$359,000, down 76 per cent from April and 
down 77 per cent from May 1952. 

Heavy engineering, $1,279,000 or sub.stan-
tially more than April 1953 and May 1952. 

"My car was stolen last oight." 
"Get a look at the fellow?" 
"No, but I got his license number" 



Legislation or Reputation 
B Y J . ALEXANDER 

Do what thy manhood bids thee do, 
From none but self expect applause; 
He noblest lives and noblest dies 
Who makes and keeps his self-made laws. 

—Sir Richard Burton. 
In spite of the growing popularity of tele­

vision and outdoor movies, our national past-
time is a great game of "follow the leader." 
With one hand clutching a ragged coattail, 
and the other thrust into the pocket ahead, 
a long line of farmers, miners, mechanics, 
trades of every description go round and 
round in an ever lengthening parade to 
nowhere, lead by a debt ridden wolf in sheep's 
clothing called government. Here and there 
along the line we hear the plaintive cries of 
those who want out, but held from behind and 
caught in front, they are lost. They wade 
through the muck and mire of graft and cor­
ruption and stumble over the obstacles of 
compromise and legislation. Being followers 
they have no need of vision, content to deepen 
the rut within they walk, their souls become 

as dim as their eyes. 
Yet there are Architects who would raise 

their cry, "The Time is Late Let's Legislate." 
They would put in the hands of strangers the 
reins of their own destiny. They would make 
a list of "do's and don'ts" for Engineers, 
Contractors and Architects. They would re­
quire a license to think, to build and to dream. 
They would legislate to make Architects safe 
for the mediocre, by selling their birthright of 
freedom they seek to improve their well-being 
and their art. 

Are we so fearful of a small, small minority 
that we can bind ourselves with legislation, 
the interprepation of which can be the tool 
of every conniving politician and crook. Are 
we so fearful that we dare not make our own 
reputation, or trust another man's? Is not 
Freedom built upon and sustained by every 
man's effort to discover the good and the true 
by himself, to set standards based on his 
findings and to keep his own law true to his 
own self? 

B I R D 
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ERIC T. HUDDLESTON RECEIVES FELLOWSHIP 
AT A. 1. A. NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Photo by Forde, Seattle, Washington 



ERIC T. HUDDLESTON, F. A. I. A. 
By G E O R G E THOAAAS A. I. A. 

I ; 

The New Hampshire Chapter now has its 
first Fellow of the American Institute of 
Architects, — Eric T. Huddleston. In fact. 
Professor Huddleston is the first architect in 
Northern New England to be so honored. The 
Fellowship was awarded this June at the 
A. I . A. Convention in Oregon. 

Fellowships in the Institute are awarded 
in recognition of distinguished contributions 
to the advancement of architecture in the 
fields of architectural design, service to the 
Institute, service in education and for public 
service. Beyond question the outstanding 
contributions made by Professor Huddleston 
are in the areas of architectural education and 
in the design of a large part of the campus at 
the University of New Hampshire. 

Eric Trevor Huddleston, after receiving 
his architectural education at Cornell Uni­
versity, working in architectural offices in 
Chicago and Dayton, came to the University 
of New Hampshire to organize and head a 
Department of Architecture. This depart­
ment offered opportunity in professional edu­
cation to young men and women of three 
northern New England states between 1918 
and 1944 which otherwise would have been 

denied them. During these years 130 men 
and women earned their architectural degree. 
The record of performance of this group is im­
pressive: 18 are principals of architectural 
firms in the state, 5 are principals outside its 
borders; 15 graduates are in architectural 
offices in the state, 26 are in ofSces outside the 
state. Thirty graduates are engaged in vari­
ous capacities in businesses directly related to 
architecture. 

As the educational program was developing, 
likewise was the physical plant of the Uni­
versity. As College Architect for the Uni­
versity of New Hamp.shire, he was responsible 
for the design and construction of all new 
buildings and remodeling of old buildings 
between 1918 and 1949. In no small part the 
success of both was dependant upon the im­
aginative leadership of Professor Huddleston, 
and his ability to direct as well as to integrate 
the two. Each building project could be used 
as a campus laboratory, with many practical 
demonstrations of design and construction. 
Instructors and frequently junior and senior 
students could be employed in the actual work 
according to their varying qualifications. 

He was the first president of the New Hamp­
shire Society of Architects and was instru­
mental in organizing the New Hampshire 
Chapter of the American Institute of Archi­
tects of which he was also the first president. 
He is the author of the Huddleston plan, de­
signed to eliminate unfair practices in bidding 
in building construction. This plan has been 
made the base of the state law of Massachu-
.setts concerning such matters. 

Independent of his University work, Pro­
fessor Huddleston has been associated since 
1935 with I . W. Hersey Associates, an archi­
tectural firm in Durham. In this capacity he 
has designed the Durham Post Office block, the 
Dunfey block and numerous schools and public 
buildings throughout the state. 

Although Professor Huddleston retired 
from his administrative duties in June, he will 
continue as a member of the teaching faculty. 
He will also continue on the Campus Planning 
Board, a group which is working on long 
range campas plans. 
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New Hampshire Architect E^ctends Congratulations To 
ERIC L HUDDLESTON, F. A. 1. A. 
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