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HURON SCHOOL. HURON OHIO, DESIGNED IN ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE BY HAROLD
PARKER AND C. EDWARD WOLFE. ASSOCIATE ARCHITECTS OF SANDUSKY, ©

ARCHITECTURAL
CONCRETE

is economical for school buildings be-
cause architectural and structural
functions are combined in one fire-
safe, enduring material.

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION

20 Providence St., Boston 16, Mass.

A notionol arganization to improve and extend the uses of concrete
. . . through scienific research and engineering fleld work

CONCRETE, CINDER AND CATCH BASIN BLOCKS
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BLOCK CO., INC.
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Steel Structures Designed
and Fabricated

Architectural and Ornamental

Iron

“Steel when vou swant it”

LYONS IRON WORKS, INC.

62 MAPLE ST. MANCHESTER, N. H.

DIAL 5-6975

M. J. MURPHY & SONS, INC.

Manchester - Dover - Portsmouth

FLOORING
ROOFING

AIR CONDITIONING
SHEETMETAL WORK

HEATING
WALL TILE

Phone:
Manchester 4-4593
Portsmouth 3590
Dover 169

—

“Craftsmanship famous throughout

New England”
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THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS

Few people would claim to know more
about rearing fish or conserving wild life
than the state Fish and Game Depart-
ment. Nor would they claim that they
could do these things cheaper. But the
Fish and Game Department—according to
Leon Anderson’s column in the Concord
Monitor—claims the ability to build a
residence for hatchery superintendent at
less cost than under contracts let by com-
petitive bidding.

In other words this state department
can build more efficiently than building
specialists. It can hire better labor, it can
buy materials more advantageously, it can
make fewer mistakes, it can build faster,
it can get lower prices from subcontrac-
tors. Big savings would result from
eliminating the general contractor’s over-
head and profit. Presumably the archi-
tect’s fee would also be eliminated, since
they did not ask for an architect to be
assigned until the Governor and Council
had denied permission to build with their
own forces.

This is the perennial cry of all beauro-
cracies and I suppose it will never be stilled.
But why are they not more consistent in
their claims? If they can plan and build
houses better, why can they not also design
and fabricate their own boots and other
wearing apparel? Why do they not build
their own trucks? Why do they not raise
their own food, and make all their own
tools? Think of all the money they would
save the state and the taxpayers, if they
were as self-sufficient in all of these mat-
ters, as they seem to be in the matter of
providing shelter.

Not only do bureaucrats regard them-
selves as experts in the planning and build-
ing of houses. Practically everyone feels
this way. Even those who leave such
things to hired help think that they could

do it just as well, if they rea]ly put their
mind to it.

Why is this?
I think the answer is simply that shelter
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being a universal and common experience,
the average person feels that his long habi-
tation in dwellings endows him with a con-
siderable knowledge thereof. It is just like
raising children — practically everyone
who is not a parent feels pretty sure that
he or she can do a perfect job of bringing
up children. This feeling persists until
the job is well under way, then most of us
realize that we have made a few mistakes
and seek help from others who are more
experienced.

So, it is wise to profit from the experi-
ence and mistakes of others in the design-
ing and building of houses, as it is with
the raising of children or for that matter,
any endeavor whatever. It is more expen-
sive and the results are dubious when we
bull through on our own even though we
profit from our mistakes thereafter.
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Thanks for the splendid job you
did with our Nugget Theater. I

think that your cover lay-out is ex-
cellent.

In the event that you may
be interested in our Maple Avenue
School at Claremont, I am enclosing

a photograph and description of
same.

Sincerely yours,

F. H. Marston




ARCHITEXTOPICS
By Richard Koehler, A.I.A.

Salut

“Each of us limitless—each of us with
his or her right upon earth.”—Walt Whit-
man.

Salut

To the young men of our profession who
were recently welcomed into our N. H.
AT A,

During their interviews, impressive was
their vitality, open-mind and refreshing
idealism—perhaps the seven old men of
the Executive Board peering from beetled
brows could see themselves reincarnated
—of the two I don’t know which is the
more whimsical.

The Chapter is relatively as young as
these young men. It, too, has vitality and
idealism and hopes to lean heavily upon
them, to use their good fellowship and
opinions.

Relax and Unwind

In an age such as ours with its tensions,
ambitions, speed and circle thinking, I
have found two antidotes. Ome is a
telescopic photograph of a star so far dis-
tant, that the light now reaching us started
before the birth of Christ; the other is to
listen to discussions between one of my
very young sons and his imaginary friend
“Elfy.”

The photo with its tantalizing infinity
explodes my ego; the “Elfy” fantasy con-
vinces me that only the very young pos-
sess pure faith without rings of limitation.

A most fabulous character is “Elfy”—
many times I've shaken his hand, talked
with him and one unfortunate time I, with
adult clumsiness, stumbled over his foot,

“much to my young son’s disgust.

After these excursions, architectural
and personal problems lose some of their
weight.

Design

While walking along a cobbled stone
street in Tsingtoa, North China, I came
upon the world’s most lovable two year old
beggar, who, after successful begging, ex-
posed me to a most functional design: the
seat of his little trousers were completely
removed in the shape of the moon. Leave
us no longer talk alout educating the
Chinese—in that moment, I was sure that
the Chinese fully understood Function,
Solar Heat and Air Conditioning—plus a
hint of burlesque.

Ambition

The excellent writing in “The Sea
Around Us” by Rachel L. Carson in one
part describes the life or death ambition
of a sea urchin left upon dry land. In con-
ceivable as it sounds, the specie did adapt
inself to the air and dry land and from a
crawling thing, through the ages, eventu-
ally — walked — talked — Married — ap-
plied a cultural veneer and eventually
made war upon each other because one lit-
tle squid didn’t like the other little squid’s
philosophy.

In the light of this condensed evolution
of life, I find my “inards” rolling with
chuckles when I mentally transform the
arrogant, the pompous, to very naked little
squids with ambition.
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May the architect be high minded; not
arrogant but faithful, just, and easy to
Let him be

not mercenary, nor let his mind be occu-

deal with; without avavice.

pied in receiving gifts; but let him preserve

his good name with dignity.

—DMarcus Vitvuvius.




Proposed Grade School Building at Lebanon

AvLrrEp T, GRANGER ASSOCIATES
Architects & Engineers
Hanover, N. H.

Site—35 acres flat land—Land usable
for playgrounds and future additions.

17 Classrooms—25’ x 35’. Each class-
room to have working counter with sinks
and shelves at end of room. Austral
Wardrobe Units and Teachers Closet.

Cafeteria—25’ x 47'—to seat 120.

Kitchen—16" x 25'—with food storage
space.

Domestic Science—25" x 47—to have
built-in Kitchen cubicles, Instructor’s Ta-
ble, Sewing portion and Food Storage
Space.

Assembly Hall (which is used as Audi-
torium and Gymnasium combined) —62’ x
88’ with Junior High School basketball
court area; Stage 21’ x 26’—with Dressing
Rooms and Locker Rooms.

Teachers Room—10’ x 25'—with toilet.

General Office & Principal’s Room—
156" x 26" with Vault.

Health & Conference Room with Toilet
—15’ x 25,

Supply Closets.

Boys & Girls Toilets.

Central Boiler Plant—Steam vapor heat,
Vulean radiation. Each classroom is zone
controlled.

Electric—Classrooms, fluorescent light-
ing. Electric clock, gong, buzzer & Audio-
visuo system.

Construction

Outside Walls—4” sand struck brick and
8” cinder block tile.

Interior Walls—Cinder block tile. Cor-
ridor side plastered with Corridors having
Vitritile walls 6" 0”.

Ceramic tile floors and dadoes in Toilets
and Showers.

Concrete floors on earth covered with
asphalt tile,

Reinforced concrete slab over Boiler
Room.

Ceilings throughout plastered, excepting
Gymnasium which will have Acousti-Celo-
tex panels.

Roof Construction—Wood—Douglas fir.

Roof—Tar and gravel—20 year bonded.

Windows—Wood—Maultiple units, 4 to a
classroom. These units are made of
structural fir, jambs of which act as
columns for roof load.

Construction cost—$319,210.00. Bids
taken October 18, 1951, Contract awarded
to Wagner Construction Co., 122 No. Wi-
nooski Avenue, Burlington, Vermont.




THE FOLLOWING MEMBER FIRMS OF THE
NEW HAMPSHIRE ASSOCIATE ARCHITECTS

ALFRED T. GRANGER, Associates

Hanover, New Hampshire

KOEHLER and ISAAK

Manchester, New Hampshire

HERSEY and SPAULDING, Inc.
Durham, New Hampshire

TRACY and HILDRETH
Nashua, New Hampshire

MAURICE E. WITMER

Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Desire to inform their clientele that though they are ex-
ecuting military architectural and engineering work at
the Portsmouth Air Base, their several and individual
firms are available as always to perform their private

architectural and engineering services.
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The accompanying photographs illus-
trate the new School Assembly Building
completed in 1950 in Ashland, N. H.

The program called for locating the
structure as near as possible to the exist-
ing high school, the front of which was
level with Highland Street but which rose
steeply in the rear to an elevation about
20 feet above the street. The building
was adapted to the site by constructing a
flat roofed two-story structure in the rear
of the stage. The first floor of this wing
was at stage level with a passage in the
rear of the stage from which opened the
boiler room, a store-room, and the physical
director’s office. Stairs led to the second
floor where shower and locker facilities for
boys and girls were located. This floor
opened to the ground near by at the top
of the hilll—a walk led to the high school.

At the front of the building on High-
land Street there is a portico from which
the foyer is entered. Public toilets and a
chair storage room are entered from the
foyer.

From the foyer two doors lead to the
gymnasium. The basketball court is 48
feet by 75 feet. On each side of the court
are permanent bleachers seating a total of
400 spectators. The stage is 20 feet deep
* by 69 feet long, with a proscenium open-
ing 30 feet wide.

School Assembly Building at Ashland

Highland Street View of Ashland School.

The roof of the gymnasium is supported
by a rigid frame of steel. This permitted
a low wall height of 14 feet in back of the
bleachers and a height of 26 feet over the
center of the p‘aying floor.

The exterior walls are of red hollow tile
clay masonry with buff tile at the entrance.
In the gymnasium, smooth glazed tile was
used on walls with which players come in
contact.

All floors of the building are concrete on
grade, except the second floor of the locker
wing, which is a reinforced concrete floor
supported on bearing walls and beams.

Floors of the foyer and gymnasium are
covered with asphalt tile with court mark-
ings of white asphalt tile in the gym-
nasium. Besides being attractive, this
type of floor has proved quite satisfactory
both for basketball and dancing, and for
classes in physical education. Flooring
over the concrete subfloor on the stage is
wood. All other floors are dust proofed
concrete.

The building is heated by a zoned forced
hot water system, with unit heaters under
the ridge of the gymnasium roof.

Construction cost was approximately
$83,000. Norman P. Randlett of Laconia,
N. H., was the architect. S
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Assembly Building Looking Toward Stage.




TIME for REALITIES

BY JAMES KELSEY

These remarks are made by an engineer at
present registered in New York and Massa-
chusetts. He has had contacts and arguments
with architects in major structures, bridges,
and buildings. In earlier years he has buwilt
for himself, two homes both without benefit of
architectural talent, a procedure which he
would not now repeat; for by that experience,
he has learned that a person not qualified in
architecture will make some mistake, big or
little, which detracts from wusefulness or
beauty or economy or resale value of his
house. For years he has had eyes open to the
appearance of physical things and feels that
architects as a body have left much to be de-
sired—as, to anticipate and deserved retort,
have engineers.

Is architecture for the few or for the
many? Must its use be confined to the
well-heeled who can afford it and its prac-
tice be restricted to the obstinate cuss who
has the will to live through the lean years
to reach a place in the sun?

There are ex-G. I’s by the million who
need houses and can obtain financing to
build houses, many of whom don’t know
there is such a profession as architecture.
There are the wives, or prospective wives,
of such G. I.’s who, if they knew there was
such a thing as architecture, would think
their bread-winners stupid, or worse, were
they to suggest that they waste several
hundred dollars for something so unpro-
ductive.

When a Lincoln Memorial is built it will
have had architectural services. Or a new
state capital. Or a new high school. Or
the office building of the new war plant
(but the plant itself may look like some-
thing the cat brought in). But the tens
of thousands, hundreds of thousands, of
new homes going up along the highways,
for people who will no longer live in the
city slums, will be built from a portfolio
of Royal Barry Wills or lifted bodily out
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of Better Homes and Gardens. The plans
could almost as well come out of a hat.

When a couple with the building bug do
have education to know that an architect
can do more than put a pretty face on a
bastardized plan—sired by the owner’s
ignorance and nurtured by the contractor’s
limitations—they may be so afraid to take
the first steps to get entangled with an
architect that they hesitatingly make a
preliminary side-trip to a lawyer to find
what their obligation may be.

What can the profession be thinking of
when it fails to take the most strenuous
measures to sell itself? I have been told
it is unethical to advertise! One might
as well say it is unethical to eat. Ethics
involve the idea of an unfair advantage, of
a colleague or a client. There can be
nothing underhanded in the mere calling
attention to service that’can be rendered
(if one has the qualifications). There cer-
tainly need be nothing low-brow in dissemi-
nation, by architect’s associations, of in-
formation as to what the profession can do
and to what the profession expects in re-
turn.

I believe that the problem of providing
architectural service to the many should
be tackled from two angles. First, by the
A. L A. orits chapters. Their attack could
take this form. Periodically, as their
funds permitted, to publish in a magazine
of the widest circulation: Ladies Home
Journal, for instance, (the women will see
that the men read what is good for them),
or even Life; a full-page spread, complete
or in series, telling briefly what an archi-
tect can do. Tell and perhaps show how
your mother can be provided with safe
stairs so that she can avoid the fall that
makes her an invalid the rest of her life.
Tell how the training of an architect can
avoid the picture window that looks at your
neighbor’s garbage can. Illustrate how the
man of the house can avoid the twice a year
chore of borrowing the neighbor’s extension
ladder to put on and take off screens and
storm windows. Note the ambarassment
that can ensue from making a bedroom or
bathroom a passageway from one room to
another. (It is not recommended that this
be illustrated.) Show the fireplace around
which none may gather without blocking



all movement in the house; show the
chimney that smokes, the driveway that
has to be plowed, the pretty little tree in
front of the living-room window that grew
up into a bull pine. Show the little woman
carrying a basket of wet clothes up from
the washer in the basement. Tell of all
the bright sunlight in the master’s bed-
room (when he is at the office) ; tell of all
the pitfalls that the unwary can fall into
(and generally will, because they never
build enough houses to learn.)

Then tell them, too, that you can indeed
make a better looking house, not just be-
cause they can take more pride in their
ownership; it has a real market value. It
is part of the return, livability being the
other part, that the owner gets for his
judgment in hiring an architect.

And, above all, dont waste your money
by telling him that the cost to him is only
or up to six percent (or what you will) of
the contract price. He does not want any
one to look down at him with an only $500
or only $1,000. Nor does he want to look
up to six per cent. Give it straight and in
detail. Particularly do not play for the
last dollar. Let it be known that prospec-
~ tive owners can get preliminary advice on
plans, and fitness to site and to family, and
on costs, for so much, dollars or percent:
that they can get complete plans and
specifications for so much additional: that
for so much more the architect will pro-
vide general supervision right up to the
point of turning over the keys to a dwell-
ing, that the owner can walk into and hang
up his hat.

You may, for the benefit of your old
established architects and your prima don-
nas of the profession, indicate that such
men can not be expected to drop out to the
house for a chat with you, even though
your problem is a once in a lifetime prob-
lem to you. But the burden should be on
these men to make plain their exclusive-
ness; otherwise to live with the published
financial rewards of the profession.

A man may speak of the family phy-
sician, at fairly frequent intervals; he
‘may, if he is in business, have to occasion-
ally refer to “my” lawyer; but if he were
to say “my” architect he, or she, would do
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so with an affected simper that would make
plain the rarity of the association. This
does not make the profession any the less
honorable. It does, though, prohibit
architects from sitting on their tails in
their offices waiting for clients to come to
them,

The second angle of attack is this. Let
some of the younger members of the pro-
fession make their own opportunity, in-
stead of starving while they wait for the
older ones to die off or to retire or to share
existing business. Preferably with the
blessing of the A. I. A. but without that
blessing if it is not forthcoming. Partner-
ships of qualified but not established archi-
tects should be formed, for the specific
purpose of providing consulting architec-
tural service. They should be permitted,
and expected, to advertise that service.
Available to them should be that educa-
tional material mentioned earlier herein.
Their freedom of action to educate the

(Continued on page 13)
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