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At Cullar, satisfaction
comes from solving a
problem with a better
system at a competitive
price. As a full line
distributor for Acorn
Building Components,
Cullar is able to custom
tailor windows to meet
your exact
requirements.

For over 35 years Acorn
has supplied the
building industry with
top quality products.
This commitment to
quality has set the
standards by which
Cullar operates and has
made Acorn one of the
largest aluminum
thermal barrier window
manufacturers in the
country.

stiliy design.

Let us show you how we
can complement your
design.

WZCULLA

CORPORATION
7435 Washington Ave. So
Edina, Minnesota 55435

612/944-685|

Distributors of

A acoRn

BUILDING COMPONENTS INC
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Stahl Construction:
Helping White Bear Racquet

And Swim Club Get
In Great Shape.

White Bear Racquet & Swim To keep your next construc-
Club is in the best shape of its  tion project in great shape, start
life thanks to Stahl Construction. by doing some light lifting. Pick
That’s because Stahlisthe  up the phone and call Stahl
builder responsible for making  Construction.
their nE\_\' (_'c'n'm')lex as beautiful The number is (612) 449-4400
as the bodies that workout
there. From the swimming pool
to the racquetball and tennis
courts to the world class exer-
cise facilities, Stahl's attention
to detail is clearly evident
throughout.

Stah! Construction Company
Carlson Center

601 Lakeshore Parkwa
Winneapolis, MN 55343

STAH:
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Terry Feldmann Imports
Del Hall, architect
Halek Development, Inc.

Custom windows and skylights for over 40 years.

Distributed and installed by

W.L. Hall Co.

14800 Martin Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(612) 937-8400
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All you
hear about
Wall Decor

lecaves you
blanl!o

Wall Decor?, you say. No problem, | say. I'm Drew Kalman,
President of PS Decor. | have 3000 solutions to fill the blanks-
the selections in the Past Tense;" Scenic and Custom
Collections. Imagine the impact of a larger-than-life locomotive
rushing right at you? Or your own great outdoors-indoors?

¥ Got the picture? Fantastic!

Lookmg for 19th century charm or tum-of-the-century nostalgia, or the
timeless beauty of Mother Nature? The PS Decor Collections match your
imagination with the right tone your theme demands. Stuck for the perfect
image and it's not in stock? Look to PS Decor to tum your idea into reality.

Any size. Anywhere. Any time. PS Decor is your single source for wall

decor. We feature Cibachrome” for brilliant prints and display transparencies . .

gquaranteed for 95 years. We fill the blanks with museum-quality black-
and-white photomurals, too. Mounting and framing add the finishing touch.
I've spent ten years setting the standards in the photo decor business. That
means treating your project like a special order-because it is! That means
photomurals exactly to your specifications. And following through to the
installed wall.
Want to hear more? I'd like to fill you in about PS
Decor. Write or call, 612/522-7741, for samples and :
Fxc_iting nevs;a idleas. At PS Decor, the sky’s the DECOR Q»
imit ... sofar.

A Drvision of Phot

1718 WASHINGTON AYENUE NORTH/MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55411
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Changing faces

A new and improved version of the AT&T
Tower, under construction in downtown
Minneapolis, was unveiled recently. The
original design of the 34-story tower,
the lallest in the three-tower Intemna-
tional Centre complex, featured a green-
glass building with a silver exterior base
that blended in with the silver facade
of its two predecessors. The latest ver-
sion, again designed by Walsh/Bishop

A revised AT&T Tower, by Walsh/Bishop
Associales, features an all-glass facade

Associates of Minneapolis, eliminates
the silver base altogether to present an
all-glass tower. The two-tiered crown
remains. Ryan construction broke ground
in late August. Completion of the
665,000-square-fool tower is sched-
uled for summer 1991.
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The Minnesota History Center, by Hammel Green and Abrahamson, under construction in

downtown St. Paul.

History in the making

Construction has begun on the long-
awaited Minnesota History Center, de-
signed by Hammel Green and Abra-
hamson. The 420,000-square-foot

building is being built on the former

Miller Hospital site in downtown St.
Paul. The L-shaped, six-level center
allows the Minnesota Historical Society
to consolidate its facilities, which are
now scattered throughout various lo-
cations, including Fort Snelling.

The center includes 40,000 square
feet of exhibit space (seven times its
current capacity), which will allow the
center to display arifacts that have been
in storage. In addition, the center will
include a 12,800-square-foot education
wing with classrooms and laboratories;
a 300-seat auditorium; library and ar-
chives; a restaurant; museum shop; and
parking for 289 cars.

Built on a site wedged between high-
ways, the structure will present formal,

granite facades to the west and north,
but an informal terraced courtyard over-
looking downtown. The courtyard will
display public art. The center will be
clad in granite with accents of Kasota
stone.

The $60 million facility is scheduled
to open in late 1992.

On the prairie

Opus Corporation, a Minneapolis-based
design/build firm, has completed the
first of five buildings that will comprise
the corporate offices for ConAgra, an
Omaha food-processing firm.

The four-story, 110,000-square-foot
office building will house the ConAgra
Frozen Foods Company. The building
features a brick exterior, bronze-tinted
windows and a sloped copper roof. Buill
on a 35-acre campus, the Prairie-influ-
enced, low-rising buildings will have

Continued on page 68

NOVEMBER/'DECEMBER 1989 S




You can be a lot more cre-
ative by considering your design
possibilities, rather than vour lim-
itations. Take a look at the possi-
bilities H windows can give you.

We have no standard sizes.
No inventory. Every H window is

custom-made to your specitica

tions in our Monticello, Minnesota
window works. Our price won't
limit you either. Because we're set

up to build windows by-the-job,

they cost virtually the same as

standard size, pre-made windows.

And we can deliver them in far

EXPLORING
STANDARD

THE GREATIVE LIMITS OF
SIZE WINDOWS AGRIN?

H windows flip inside out You clear
the outsicle, in

less turnaround time than most
custom window manufacturers.
W can make an H window
in most any shape you ask for.
With any mullion configuration
within that shape. Any rectangu-
lar portion within a window can
also be operational. And
what an operation.



H windows™ unique hinge
allows them to flip 180 degrees
for easy cleaning and an incredi
ble ventilating capacity.

We offer an all-aluminum,
no-maintenance exterior in white

orbrown. Other colors
are optional, with an unlimited
color selection. Inside, all

H windows have pure Ponderosa
Pine, ready for paint or stain. Cus
tom woods are also optional.
Finally, and perhaps most
important to your clients,
H windows are among the pre-

mier cold-weather windows
available today. Independent
laboratory tests show that air in-
filtration is as low as .02 CFM
linear foot, at 1.56 PSE

Don't confine yourself to
any other window: See what H
windows can do for you.
Call 1-800-242-4940.
Or write: NAWCO, MN. Inc., PO.
Box 206, 1324 E. Oakwood Dr,
Monticello, MN 55362.

THE WINDOW OF NORWAY.




PICKY, PICKY, PICKY.

Being picky is okay at Charles Marvin — because we've got
the selection to satisfy you. Hundreds of Kohler tubs,
faucets, toilets and bidets, lavatories, spas, whirlpools, and
accessories. Choice beyond choice! Plus a huge selection of
domestic and imported tile and marble, and decorative
hardware.

Charles Marvin is the area’'s most complete bath and tile
showcase. Unlike most showrooms, you're welcome to visit
it anytime. Working through your contractor, we'll help you
make your bathroom a show place — no matter how picky
you arel

charles marvin

bath & tile collection
E BB E B EEEESEEN

© 1989 Graybow-Danieis/Rubble Tile
835 Hwy. 169 Service Dr. (Old County Rd. 18), Mpis. MN 55441
MWF 9-5, T & Th 9-8, Sat. 10-2 (612) 544-8322

THEBOLDLOOK
O KOHLER




Saving and Praising the Past: The
Preservation and Appreciation of
Minnesota’s Religious
Architecture

Thursday—Saturday, Nov. 2—4
Coffman Union, University of
Minnesota

$30 general admission

Preserving and restoring Minnesota’s
religious architecture is the topic of a
three-day conference at the University
. of Minnesota. Religious leaders and
preservationists offer practical guid-
ance and resource information on topics

worship and case studies of restored
buildings to the planning and funding
of a preservation project. The confer-
ence includes a variety of related events,
among them tours of the Church of St.
Agnes, Mount Zion Temple and Tem-
ple Israel; an organ recital at the Ba-
silica of St. Mary; and a visit to the
Plymouth Congregational Church ta-
pesiries.

For more information contact Profes-
sional Development and Conference
Services, University of Minnesota, 624-
6053.

Graphic Design in America: A
Visual Language History
Nov. 5—Jan. 21

Walker Art Center

Free with museum admission

Walker Art Center launches the first
large-scale museum exhibition devoted
to the evolution of American graphic
design from the late 19th century to the
present. Surveying the art form from
print to electronic media, the exhibition
explores design in the environment, mass
media and institutions of commerce and
government. Featured are such masters
in the field as Lester Beall, Barbara
Stauffacher Solomon, Saul Bass and Ivan
Chermayeff.

For more information contact Walker
Ari Center at 375-7622.

ranging from the symbolic structure of

pre views

e —————— et e |

Capitol/Capital Ideas
Wednesday—Friday, Nov. 1-3
St. Paul Civic Center

$75 allied professional
members; $90 nonmembers;
$25 students. Exhibits are
free and open to the public.

Tours of the renovations at the
State Capitol, historic Irvine Park
and the Governor’s Residence are
just a few of the special events at
this year’s 55th annual MSAIA
convention and products exposi-
tion. Also on hand are some “cap-
ital” ideas as more than 250 re-
gional and national exhibitors

(27 SN\ 7

E/

E. Fay Jones' Thorncrown Chapel.

display products and services ranging from the fine arts and furniture
to the latest in computer software and building materials.

Speakers and seminars explore exciting new ideas, products, ser-
vices and techniques in the building and design industries. Among the
presenters is keynote speaker E. Fay Jones, designer of the famed
Thomecrown Chapel in Eureka Springs, Ark. A former apprentice to
Frank Lloyd Wright, Jones discusses Wright's influence on his work in
projects ranging from chapels and an arboretum to private residences.
Other lecture and seminar topics include designing affordable housing,
the state’s Percent for Art in Public Places program, post-1970s’ design
trends and managing information overload.

For a schedule of events contact the MSAIA office at 338-6763.
ﬂ

Fall Lecture Series at the College
of Architecture and Landscape
Architecture

University of Minnesota

Through Dec. 1, 5 p.m.

Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science Building,

Rm. 3210

Free and open to the public

The University of Minnesota’s fall lec-
ture series in architecture continues with
a Nov. 10 lecture by Los Angeles ar-
chitect-designer Coy Howard on “Aura
and Presence in Architecture.” On Nov.
17 Julius Fabos, professor of architec-
ture at the University of Massachuselts,
Ambherst, lectures on a “Master Plan

for the Danube River.” New York ar-
chitect Todd Williams concludes the
series with a presentation on Dec. 1.

For further information call the U of
M architecture and landscape-architec-
ture department at 624-7866.

A Christmas Walk through the
Mansions

Saturday, Dec. 2, 10 a.m.—4 p.m.
and Sunday, Dec. 3, noon—4 p.m.
Whittier neighborhood

Get a glimpse of yesteryear on this self-
guided tour of the grand houses sur-
Continued on page 74
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When it comes to energy choices, your customers rely on
you to make the right choices for heating and cooling their
homes and businesses. They can't get better value or
indoor air quality than with a ground-source heat pump.

Because ground-source heat pumps operate at a coeffi-
cient of performance (COP) of 3 or greater, they can
out-perform any conventional heating and cooling system.
Advance design and proven technology now provide an
all-electric system which can cut home heating costs up to
60 percent and reduce cooling costs up to 25 percent.

And electric ground-source heat pumps provide your
customers the best indoor air quality of any heating and
cooling system. Give your customers technology that is
clean, safe, reliable, affordable and state-of-the-art.

To find out more about the technology that makes
electricity the preferred energy source, contact the energy
specialists at the electric cooperative serving your area.
They can help you make the best choice for your
customers.

t's Your Choice

KElectric Heat.
Everyone's
Warming Up To It

To find out which electric cooperative serves your area
contact United Power Association, 1-800-442-3013 or
441-3121 in the Twin City metro area.

£
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CUSTOM-MADE QUALITY

We are Principle Fixture and Millwork,
Inc., specializing in the custom manufac-
ture, finish and installation of store fix-
tures, office and commercial cabinets. We
pride ourselves in the detail of our work.
You'll see it in our processes, in our fin-
ished product and in our relationships with
our customers. Using your drawings, we’ll
produce the product that meets your needs.

The designer for this project is Jim Young
of Wheeler-Hildebrandt.

Photo: 1.H. White

(' Neill Burke O'Neill |

Leonard & O'Brien L
St Pal MN Principle Fixture
and Millwork, Inc.

612-464-3998 FAX 612-464-8607

fers a wide selection of im-
ported marble to meet every ar-
chitectural and design need for
both residential and commercial
application. We'll work with you
to make your concept a
reality—one that will set your
work apart from the rest for
years to come. Call one of our
experienced sales represen-
tatives before your next project
for excellent service and quali-
ty that is timeless.

BE minnesota
BN tile sketchbook

BROOKLYN CENTER
Hwy. 100 & France North
533-2461
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Pasta, piazzas and
the Pantheon: A
Minnesota architect
reflects on his
working years abroad.

By Dale Mulfinger

The opportunity to work and study abroad
always has been alluring to architects,
and no city captures the heart and soul
of an architect like Rome. There’s noth-
ing that compares with an evening stroll
past the classics—especially after a
hearty dinner of spaghetti alla carbon-
ara.

And there on the city’'s medieval
streets you walk enthralled like the
countless artists and architects before
you who traveled to Rome to build their
own visual vocabularies in the presence
of the finest works in Western culture.
For an architect all roads lead to Rome.

The same can be said for students
in the University of Minnesola’s study-
abroad program. Once in Rome all stra-
das lead up the 142 steps of the Piazza
de Spagna. Then you turn to the right,
down Via Gregoriana to numero dodict.
Once past the caretaker, go up the an-
tique elevator to the office of Spero Dal-
tas Architects. You might be waylaid
by the pictures on the walls of schools
in Uganda, palaces in Persia or the
geometric plan of a city in the shifting
sands of the Arabian desert. However,
the ultimate destination is the firm’s
rooftop, or as the ltalians would call it,
La Terrazza. On the terrace high above
Rome, an ancient city spreads before
you. Domes sprout everywhere: The low
vault of the Pantheon, the twin domes
of Piazza de Popolo, the spiral of San
Ivo or the majesty of St. Peter’s all lie
before your feasting eyes. It's at this
point you decide lo wire home, have
Mom sell the cross-country skis and
forward your portfolio and all available
money to Rome. You descend the stairs,
introduce yourself to Spero Daltas and

insight

A summer 1989 photo of architecture professor Dale Mulfinger (far right, front row) and
U of M foreign-study students on Spero Daltas’s terrace overlooking Rome.

ask how soon you can start to draw.
As one of Professor John Sterling
Myers’ students on the first Minnesota
foreign-study program in Rome in the
late '60s, I had been up to the Daltas
terrace and seen the evocative Arabic
palaces on his wall. Later, in 1970, 1
returned to Rome to introduce this clas-
sic cily to my wife and infant daughter.
I had brought my portfolio with me, but
work at Daltas’s office was slow. By the
mid-1970s we were back in Minnea-

polis, die-hard vagabonds searching for

our next venture. | was hoping to join
Professor Myers in Nigeria, while my
wife was pushing for a less-exotic stint
in Norway. When Daltas called with an
opportunity to work in Rome, we hap-
pily compromised.

Within two-and-a-hall weeks after the
phone call, we sold the car, rented the
house and with our two kids boarded a
TWA flight bound for Rome. There we
joined several colleagues from my stu-
dent Rome days, they too with families
in tow. The word had flashed across
America that Minnesota alumnus Spero
Daltas had a big project and was in
search of a group of hard workers who

loved to draw. Drawing, of course, was
what our Minnesota education had been
all about.

Daltas is an architect with a special
appreciation for drawing. His desks are
always stacked with them: skelches,
plans, delails, engineering drawings or
examples of Alvar Aalto’s drawings.
Drawing was the medium by which this
Greek immigrant’s son had lifted him-
self out of St. Paul, first to the Uni-
versily of Minnesota, where he gradu-
ated in 1943. After completing his
graduate studies at Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology in 1948, he was
awarded the Prix de Rome and a Ful-
bright fellowship. In but a few short
years he was studying St. Paul’s Out-
side the Walls, instead of the St. Paul
Cathedral. It’s no surprise that he soon
was invited to join the office of Eero
Saarinen.

During his tenure on the Prix de
Rome, he had the opportunity to ex-
perience Rome long enough to know
that it was a city to which he would
return. Ironically, his birth at the con-
vergence of streets in Minneapolis's

Continued on page 78
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COMING JANUARY/FEBRUARY—

The Convention Issue

® Theaters of Commerce: Retail Design
® Little House on the Ice: Minnesota's Ice Fishing Huts

® |[nterior Design Award-Winners

Advertising Space Due: Nov. 17
% Materials Due: Nov. 27
Call (612) 338-6763

Photo: Esto Photographics

architecture minnesota
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CHASKA CITY HALLIPUBLIC LIERARY, Cheiska, MY ARCHITECTS: HICKEY-THORSTENSON-GROVER LTD.
THE WEIDT GROUP, INC.
BUILDER: KNUTSON CONSTRUCTION
PRODUCT: PERMA-SHIELDyng CASEMENTS, AWNINGS & FLEXIFRAMESr

ONLY A "RESIDENTIAL" WINDOW? e
NOT AT CHASKA CITY HALL/PUBLIC LIBRARY.

Detailing windows for your project

can be challenging. Independent Millwork
has worked with Andersen windows

for many years and may

have experience with conditions

similar to those you are facing.

In your next window specification,
consider IMI your Andersen

information resource.

2 INDEPENDENT MILLWORK, INC. 356%i5%6se

BILL ENRIGHT  Architectural Representative
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A comfortable client is a happy client. That's why many suggest electric thermal storage. A system that lets them take

builders are recommending supplemental electric heat. advantage of NSP’s lowest rates by storing heat during off-peak
Installed under any floor, heating coils take the icy shock hours, then releasing it during the day.
out of getting up in the morning. On ceilings they invisibly radi- Whatever you recommend, a supplemental heating

ate an even, gentle warmth. And both can be easily controlled system generally costs less and is easier to install than expand-

using an energy-saving thermostat with a builtin timer. ing a central system. It makes selling a home easier too,
Then, to give your clients an even warmer feeling, m To find out more, call Scott Getty at (612) 330-6361.
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AutoCAD

The world’s most popular
design and drafting
program is now

available for the
Macintosh.

MicroAge

(612) 938-7001
4
@& Authorized

Authorized
Autodesk
« Dealer

AutoCAD is registered in the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office by Autodesk, Inc

Aa Bright Spot.

Aacron anodizes to set your building apart from the rest.

Standing apart gets noticed. That's why Aacron
has taken even bigger steps to insure that the
architectural leaders will stand alone as “Aa
Bright Spot”.

Our environmentally safe, non-toxic, non-organic,
architectural finishes come in over 100 different
combinations of lightfast, non-chalking colors
and textures...with ongoing research to expand
our color selection.

Aa Brighter Spot..Aacrons 42' tanks, among the
largest in the industry, are ready for anyone or
any size project. And our 40 vats with over 60,000
sq. ft. of production area assures you the best
turn around time in the industry. We back this
with over 20 years of dedicated service and
technology nationwide.

Standing apart. &c M
When you're looking for that lasting bright spot mn Come see us at the Minnesota Member of:
[ - =

i i | Society American Institute of
in your design...call Aacron! T 3 Architects, 55th Annual Conven- COIEGLER
P.O. Box 41190, 2705 Cheshire Lane |tion and Products Exposition at M
61 2 559 91 41 Minneapolis, MN 55441, (612) 5589141 |the St. Paul Civic Center on

( ) % Fax: (612) 5696412 November 1st - 3rd in Booth #211.1  Anodizers Council

1 g
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obj()(_‘l s of design

Capital ideas: This
collection of holiday gifts
with an architectural twist
will please the Modernist
to the Neoclassicist.

A splash of color. These bright
acrglc pins and earrings by El-
len Reiben portray houses and a
garage (complete with car in the
driveway). $35-$52 at Walker Art
Center, Minneapolis

Home Alone, a multimedia Phan-
tasyscape by Joan Gallup,
houses hand-colored, cut-out en-
gravings in a whimsically painted
wood frame. $598 from Judith
McGrann & Friends, Minneapolis.



Linda Hesh's works in silver,
bronze and gold feature door
earrings with extended hands,
$150. Other pieces in her collec-
tion include a house pin, $36;
and lonic ital earrings, $80.
All are from Walker Art Center,
Minneapolis.

The family cat is purrfectly at
home in this Cat Pla se
(above right) in cardboard with
neoclassical ornamentation. From
L. Coffey Ltd. $15 at Harold in the
Conservatory, Minneapolis. Jun-
ior Unit Blocks (below) by T.C.
Timber include 29 maple pieces
in nine simple architectural
shapes. $14 at the Bibelot shops,
St. Paul.

Ann Birks and John Coughlan
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B Roin B Cild Inc.
A commitment to quality and innovation in the tile industry.
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THE
BOLD LOOK

OF
KOHLER

KOHLER

DISTRIBUTORS
ARE

Goodin Company
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Duluth
Detroit Lakes

Graybow-Daniels Company
Blaine
Bumsville
Maplewood
Minneapolis

Heles Supply Company
Worthington
Sioux Falls

Pipeline Supply, Inc.
Hopkins

Wilson Supply Co.
Albert Lea
Mankato




Clear Advantage

Profile” Shower. To get a shower into better shape, look for a better angle. The
Profile Shower by Kohler. It gives a bath a spacious, modern look. A clear-cut solu-
tion because it can work as a one, two or three-sided shower, in a corner or against a
single wall. Profile Shower’s heavy tempered-glass doors come in a variety of sizes,
with posts and receptor in decorator colors, and all-black gloss hardware, Versatile.
Elegant. From all sides, the Profile Shower is a clear improvement.

THE BOLD LOOK

O KOHLER.

© 1989 by Kohlet Cc



BUILD WilH A
SOLID FOUNDAIION

Architects and Owners like the way we work - together

»_ Stuart
q Building
o~ Corporation Mk k. Yookl

”’ ...Continving a Tradition 612-698-0302



Mark and Nedret
Butler: New designs
for ancient Turkey

By Bill Beyer

The studio of architects Mark and Ned-
ret Butler fronts the Bosporus and faces
east Lo the steep piney hills across the
strait. To the southwest are silhouettes
of the Hagia Sophia, the Topkapi—
palace of sultans—and the Blue Mosque,
framed under the heroic 1,200-meter
span of the Bosporus suspension bridge.
The fierce currents of the Bosporus scour
away the city’s debris and give the waters
here an unworldly clarity.

The site measures its recorded his-
tory in millenia—{rom the passage of
mythic Jason in search of the Golden
Fleece and the founding of Greek By-
zantium to Roman Constantinople and
Ottoman Istanbul. The Butlers are com-
mitted to adding their own architectural
vision to this enchanted place.

The couple’s educational and profes-
sional odyssey began in the Twin Cities
and has taken them to Boston; Istanbul;
Ames, lowa: and finally back to Tur-
key. Nedret (Ercan) Butler, a Turkish
native, met her husband and architec-
tural partner, Mark, during undergrad-
uate study at the University of Min-
nesota School of Architecture in 1968.
She initially chose to study at Macales-
ter College in St. Paul at the suggestion
of her principal (a Macalester graduate)
at the American high school in Istan-
bul. After two years at Macalester,
Nedret transferred to the University of
Minnesota in search of a more chal-
lenging and interesting course of study,
and took a chance on architecture. There
she metl and married Mark.

For two years following graduation,
Nedret worked at Hammel Green and
Abrahamson and Mark at Freerks Sperl
Flynn. Then they began to consider
graduate school to develop their par-
allel interests in urban design and plan-
ning for Third World countries, with an

up close

i

in Istanbul.

eye toward eventually living in Turkey.
Her former professor, architect Ralph
Rapson, pointed them to the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, which
offered a program in urban-settlement
design in developing countries. That
program proved ideal, allowing them to
develop a course of study that included
two summer research trips to Istanbul.
They completed their thesis in 1976.

The Butlers worked for other archi-
tects in Istanbul, honing their skills,
learing how things “got done,” and, in
Mark’s case, assimilating another cul-
ture and language. In their spare time,
along with having their first child, they
continued to pursue the dream of Ned-
ret’s Minnesota thesis project: the de-
velopment of an executive hotel on her
family’s land in the village of Cengel-
kity, on the Asian shore of the Bospo-
rus.

In 1981 they returned to the U.S.
after Mark landed a consulting job with
Planning Research Corp. in Washing-
ton, D.C., to design the new town of
Onne in Nigeria. By chance, a friend
informed Nedret of potential teaching
opportunities at lowa State University

Mark and Nedret Butler on the Bosporus promenade outside their historic warehouse studio

in Ames, which they negotiated into two
full-time positions. “We were happy to
be back in the States, and Ames offered
us good experience plus a chance to
reflect on and evaluate our professional
lives,” Mark observes.

Although lowa was a quantum cul-
tural leap from Turkey, the Butlers set-
tled comfortably into academic life for
five years, punctuated by a short trip
back to Greece and Turkey with a group
of lowa State architecture students in
1985.

Their teaching activities were ab-
ruptly suspended in 1986, when the
city of Istanbul attempted to expropriate
the family’s proposed hotel site. Nedret
and Mark quickly returned to Turkey
to rescue the property and their project.
After a year of legal jousting, negotia-
tion and detailed historical documen-
tation of the historic warehouse build-
ings along the Bosporus frontage, they
sued to restore the property’s historical
status and to block the city’s annexa-
tion. Their cases are pending before the
Turkish Supreme Court.

Although the hotel development re-

Continued on page 82
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__The Versatility & Economy of Drywall ___

A light and airy ceiling with a background to
reflect the light and shadow imag as

planned for this 3-story atrium. It was
accomplished through the liberal use of soffits

Drywall was used because of its inherent
economies, both in the cost of material and the
speed of construction.

This was important because the project was
fast track...from design to completion.

Minnesota
Drywall Council
(612) 546-5416

CAD Specialties

HERE TO PROVIDE
YOU WITH THE RIGHT
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
FOR ARCHITECTURE
AND RELATED FIELDS

m CADVANCE
ALJ-I-OCADF s Local Support and Service for ARRIS

e Authorized AUTOCAD

ialti * Authorized CADVANCE
CAD Specialties * AUIOREa CADYA
275 Market Street, Suite C-11 * Howlet Packard

p s « CALCOMP
Mlnneapolls, MN 55405 » Customized Software and Training

612-338-8220 * System Sales

The tollowing are registered trademarks of their respective companies: ARRIS of Sigma Design inc . AUTOCAD of Aulodesk Inc - CADVANCE of ISICAD Inc.. COMPAQ of Compaq Computer
Corp . Hewlell Packard of Hewle!l-Packard Co.. CALCOMP of Calcomp inc
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PROTECT

PROPERTY
- VALUE

Quality asbestos abatement that is fast
and cost-competitive. Complete removal
and encapsulation by certified and accred-
gersonnel. All work in compliance with
RA/OSHA and NIOSH/AIHA

>

FieNce abating the largest, most dif-

ojects. Sanamar specializes in large,

cllt projects in the Greater Metropolitan

. Ve've received considerable recog-

U nitiof for our work on Henry Sibley High
SchBol, North Star Center and the American

Mutual Buildings.

Ul management with financial
ty. Sanamar has made a total
o the agBestos abatement
Ay IS owned and operated

Bl local businessmen

ly exy iged, licensed and
‘;;. lonals' employing the
ogy, equipment, insurance

bonding.

UMENtation to meet all federal,

té and local requirements. From initial
inspectionto cost proposal, through

~ " completion of work including documenta-
tion of all employees, air analy wiate
manifests.

‘ R1.\l




Now Cedar You Can Trust
from a Source You Can Trust!

Why CedarPro®? Says Builder Jeff Gustafson:

“Stunning! Inviting! Home! That's what my clients think when they see a home as striking as my 1988
Parade of Homes entry. We used CedarPro® Brand 5/4x8 Newport Thick Butt Rabbeted Select Knotty
Cedar Siding finished with Penofin Brand Transparent Cedar penetrating oil finish.

“While CedarPro® is affordable for even the most modest applications, its versatility permits its use on
homes that satisfy upper bracket buyers like mine.

“Thanks to Canton’s once again, we enhanced our great product with its great product - CedarPro®”

Project: Gustafson & Assoclates, Edina, MN
1988 Parade of Homes Entry

DARPRO CANTON

PREMIUM SELECT
KNOTTY CEDAR

Lo
A% LUMBER COMPANY
% 8110 - 83rd Ave. No., Minneapolis, MN 55445

',LPhone 612/425-1400

Available Through Your X T " VISIT QUR
Retail Building Supply Dealer x DISPLAY CENTER




A jacuzzi under the stars, a Euro-
style kitchen, a bathroom so commo-
dious it could double as a ballroom.
You wouldn’t be surprised to find these
on a homeowner’s wish list. But a tower?

“l always liked the idea of a tower
as a natural component of a house,”
says architectural historian Harry Mall-
grave. In 1988, after locating a wooded
parcel in Afton, Minn., Mallgrave built
an airy, elegantly spare house replete
with a tower that rises like the mast of
a ship in a sea of trees. Welcome to
Mallgrave’s home office.

Mallgrave’s design collaboration with
architects Cheryl Fosdick and Dale
Mulfinger sought to preserve the site’s
vegetation. At the top of the tower, six
windows look out in every direction,
framing dense bands of nearby treetops
that occasionally open up to reveal the

a pkwe ofonefe own

gentle dips and swells of area fields and
farmland.

But the journey to the top of the tower
is every bit as spectacular as standing
there. After climbing a narrow stairwell
lined with books, you suddenly turn a
comer and step up into a loft awash
with light and air, a space so unex-
pectedly open to the surrounding sky
that you feel almost weightless.

Here, using a simple white Formica
surface as a desk, Mallgrave works for
the Getty Center for the History of Art
as editor of an ongoing series of books
combining English translations and
scholarly analyses of works in archi-
tectural theory. Ivory-tower metaphors?
Mallgrave dismisses them with a smile.
“I won’t be growing ivy up the tower
just for that reason,” he says, laughing.

AF.
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SAFETY LIMIT ELECTRICAL
SWITCH CONNECTIONS
SUPPLY AIR

POWER VENT

BAKED
i ENAMEL
ALUM:;&ZE& £ EAE:E"E
WEAT CABINET
EXCHANGER
ONE-PIECE

FUSIBLE
UNK  §

I

SUIDE.OUT
COOLNG
CHASSIS §

I

WASHABLE
FILTER /

CONDENSATE DRAIN

- SPARX
IGNITION
CONTAROL
BUILTIN
THERMAL
OVERLOAD ON
FAN AND

EVi OR
ELOWER
MOTORS

TS LARGE
CAPACITY
FILTER DRIER

Y

HERMETIC COMPRESSOA
WITH BUILTIN OVERALOAD

/ Q PROTECTION

RETURNAIR  COMPRESSOR AND EVAPORATOR
FAN MOUNTED ON
RAUBBER VIBAATION INSULATORS

COMBUSTION
FRESH AIR
SUPPLY

CUT HEATING

COSTS WITH
Magic-Pak .Y

HIGH TECH GAS
SELF-CONTAINED
UNITS.

Shrink Installation Costs

Contractors, developers and designers applaud the way
the Magic-Pak single package units save time and money
starting with the wall opening itself. Each opening Is exactly
the same size and saves approximately 63 standard bricks
(9.7 sq. ft.), plus masonry costs.

The Magic-Pak trim cabinet measures just 28" x 48" x 29",
Utility hook-ups are simple, since power, gas and low-
voltage connections are mounted on the top of the outside
of the cabinet. Magic-Pak completely self-contained units
arrive on site completely pre-charged and pre-wired for
fast, easy installation, and there’s no need for chimneys or
flues. Consider this: central systems require early release of
heating and cooling equipment to the job site. With
Magic-Pak units delivery and installation can take place
closer to actual occupancy, even after the carpets have
been laid and the walls painted. The result? Real savings
on construction financing costs.

Lower Operating Costs

A new cooling chassis with higher energy efficiency ratings
combined with electric pilot ignition and power venter give
users a high tech, energy saving unit for both heating and

cooling modes. Lower fuel costs all year ‘round.

s Astonishingly Self-Contained eEasy to Install
e|ncredibly Simple eEasy to Operate
*Goes Through Walls Effortlessly sEasy to Maintain
«Over 300,000 apartments, entrance foyers, process
rooms, town homes, condominiums and offices use
Magic-Pak units to help cut heating and cooling costs.

Designed and manufactured by Armstrong/
Magic Chef Air Conditioning.

DISTRIBUTED BY:

P
Ao <

EXCELSIOR MANUFACTURING
& SUPPLY CORP.

1750 THOMAS AVE. 14030 21st AVE. N.
*| ST. PAUL, MN 55104 MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55447
(612)646-7254 (612)553-1722

Serving This Market Area Since 1939
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Michael F. Pilla & Associates

MONARCH STUDIOS, INC..

A Consortium of
Stained Glass
Artists

Design and fabrication of architectonic stained glass * Glass conservation and restoration services
» Consultation *

Slides available upon request.

2242 University, Suite 316 St. Paul, Minnesota 55114
(612) 644-7927
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editorial

Selective nostalgia On a recent walk through our neighborhood, my husband stopped
to admire a trio of lean, geometric houses and said, “I find Modernist architecture soothing.” I suspect
his sentiments are in the minority.

While researching an article on holiday-paraphernalia design a few years ago, I made the rounds
of Christmas-decoration shops, and “comforting” architecture is what I found on the store shelves:
cookie-cutter houses decked with bay windows and widow’s walks, crow’s nests and colonnades. Or
miniature tableaus of Dickens’ villages—Crowntree inns, green grocers, smithies and candlemakers—
that bore no resemblance to the world in which I grew up. Or, for that matter, the world of the young
Charles Dickens. Where was the replica of the Marshalsea prison, where Dickens’ mother, father
and siblings were incarcerated for debt? Where was the rat-infested factory where the 10-year-old
Dickens worked long hours pasting labels on pots of blacking? Where was the hovel he returned to
each night, alone and hungry? Clearly at work in these warm-and-fuzzy streetscapes is a selective
nostalgia that interprets the past for its own purposes.

Why would we find it curious to see such American icons as a Frank Lloyd Wright Usonian
home or Philip Johnson’s Glass House under a Christmas tree, lit from within just like the houses
called Nantucket, Maple Street and Williamsburg? And why not a selection of steel office towers,
like the ones in which many of us spend the better part of our days, instead of painted ladies with
turrets?

If you accept the premise that Christmas stores are repositories of invented images that reflect
our collective yearnings for a time and place in which people are kind, caring and decent, then what
does it mean that references to the 20th century—architectural or otherwise—are so conspicuously
absent? “What,” | ask, along with the architectural historian Witold Rybezynski, “are we missing
that we look so hard for in the past?”

In the face of this nostalgia that would have us believe all the world’s a stage set, we ask you
to turn your attention to the byways of Minnesota and cast your ballot for your favorite Minnesota
buildings. (See the card near the back of the book. Results will be published in the March/April
issue of AM.)

You'll find, no doubt, that there are no easy answers, given our state’s rich architectural heritage.
One building, however, garnered my hands-down vote: the IDS Tower.

Watery and reflective, it’s a kind of urban lake that always has something to say about the color
of the sky, the position of the sun, the seasons’ changing light. In the getting-and-spending of downtown
commerce, it subtly points to other rhythms and teaches me about being attentive and present to the
moment. As such, [ find the IDS Tower is not only the geographical center of the city but its spiritual
heart as well. It fully inhabits the world around it, exploring complex relationships to an environment

that is real, instead of stirring, like so much of our holiday architectural imagery, imagined connections

Mellad Pecho-

to a mythical past.
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Herman Miller Design Yard

Holland, Michigan

Meyer, Scherer & Rockcastle

Hyatt Regency

Sacramento, California

Ellerbe Becket

Christ Church

Lake Forest, lllinois

Hammel Green and Abrahamson

Private Residence

Paradise Valley, Arizona

The Alliance Southwest

Target

Nationwide

RSP Architects

School of Law,

University of Missouri

Columbia, Missouri

The Leonard Parker Associates

Warner Brothers Cinema

Bury, Lancashire, UK.

Paul Pink and Associates
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Far-flung
Minnesota

Home-grown firms designing
a reputation around the world

| Minnesota architects' reputation for design excel-
lence reaches beyond our home turf. The following
sekto)] portfolio is a sample—however incomplete—of
N work being done outside the state and country
'-‘“tg by Minnesota firms.
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Photos: Lea Babcock

The bright red grain bins are
often used for conference rooms
or studios (above). The interior of
the product-standards (test lab)
building shows a high ceiling with
exposed plywood and painted
steel trusses (below). Using famil-
iar materials in uncommon ways,
the architects capped a free-
standing conference room with a
sloping corrugated metal ceiling
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4 Holland, Michtg(m

Rural
~collage

Silos and grain bins
juxtaposed in a Midwestern
- design complex

Loy o0 S0

The Herman Miller Design Yard, designed by Meyer,
Scherer and Rockcastle of Minneapolis, is set on 40 acres
of farmland outside Holland, Mich. This group of inter-
connected buildings houses four major divisions for Her-
man Miller: design, development, test lab, and manufac-
turing/engineering, plus a cafeteria. The entire complex
accounts for approximately 220,000 square feet of space
and will eventually total 400,000 square feet within 35
buildings. The site, designed to maintain the rural atmo-
sphere, devotes one-half of its square footage to outdoor
spaces.

To encourage interaction between the different divi-
sions while still retaining privacy and departmental auton-
omy, the architects set the buildings orthogonally to each
other, forming large- and small-scale private yards for
each group within a natural setting of ravines, wild grasses,
trees and ponds. The name “design yard” itself recalls
“steel yard” or “farm yard,” places for manual work, but
also places for both individual and shared labor.

The complex for 400 employees, sited in a community
of small farms, draws on the agrarian vernacular. Build-
ings resemble farm structures—grain bins, bamns, sta-
bles—all connected in a lively display of contrasting forms
and materials. A western-Michigan fieldstone base an-
chors the buildings, which are clad either in galvanized
metal, white lap siding or fieldstone, and feature farmstead
elements such as metal roofs with metal ventilators. In
addition, other building materials common to farm struc-
tures further reinforce the rural imagery, such as actual
grain bins with windows cut into their sides.




The Herman Miller Design Yard
(above), outside Holland, Mich.,
picks up on the rural vernacular
in a striking campus of contrast-
ing forms and images. The recep-
tion building for product stan-
dards and manufacturing/
engineering (below) recalls the
American farmhouse and creates
a welcoming building complete
with a front porch and rocking
chairs
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Photos: Philip Prowse

An arched entrance flanked by
pillars recalls the traditional cam-
pus buildings surrounding the
new law school for the University
of Missouri, designed by the
Leonard Parker Associates. Tradi-
tonal detailing also is incorpo-
rated into the arched ceiling of
the third-floor, 350,000-volume li-
brary (below). A series of slivered
skylights brightens the room
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Columbia. Missourt

Legal

| precedence

' A modern law school with an
~ eye on tradition

The U-shaped wings of the new law school for the
University of Missouri at Columbia enclose a proposed
landscaped mall. Sited between existing traditonal and
modern structures, the 140,000-square-foot brick and stone
building, designed by the Leonard Parker Associates, in-
cludes a working courtroom, faculty and administrative
offices, classrooms and a 325,000-volume library for 500
students.

The modified Georgian-Colonial detailing and massing
are in keeping with the traditional buildings on campus,
yet the spirit is modern. Along the mall side, square
punched-out windows speak of a modernist sensibility,
but an arched entrance, flanked by brick columns and
cornices, echoes a classical predecessor.

The building presents a hard-lined facade toward the
mall (as a means of reinforcing the edge of the mall) but
a softer, more complex front on the inner courtyard. Here,
three levels step back incrementally with eac