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CALL ON AN EXPERIENCED TEAM 
For more than 25 years the people at Fred G. Anderson 
have worked with architects and interior designers 
throughout this area. Their knowledge and experience 
in the wall covering field is unsurpassed. Behind 
this team is the largest stock of commercial wall 
coverings in the midwest. Anderson's also main­
tains a large library of wall coverings and can offer 
prompt delivery on most items. 

Fred G. Anderson's Miracle Mile Studio is your 
one source for service and quality. 

For wall covering call on an experienced team. 
Fred G. Anderson, Contract Department. 

Fred G. Anderson. Inc) 
Contract Department 
5217 Excelsior Blvd. 
Miracle Mile 
St. Louis Park. MN55^ 
(612)920-5620 
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^̂ Our big problem was getting 
rip rap to the job site* 

But Shiely barged in with the soludon!} 

Lloyd Parker 
C.S. McCrossan, Inc. 

Osseo 

"1 guess I've been using Shiely aggregates 
abc^ut 25 years now. The i r products generally aren't 
that d i f ferent f r om everybody else's, but their 
service is. A n d that makes a big difference to general 
contractors, l ike us. 

Here s one example. McCrossan was awarded 
a contract to bu i ld dikes and floodwalls along the 
Mississippi, to protect the Metropol i tan Wastewater 
T rea tmen t Plant f r om high waters. It was a big job, 
w i t h many b id items, including about 20,000 tons 
o f r i p rap. 

TTie Q u p s of Engineers insisted on rip rap 
for erosion control. The prob lem was how tĉ  î ct 
it to the job site. Access was very d i f f icu l t , because o f 
poor soils and work in progress. 

Lucky for us, Shiely delivered the rip rap, 
plus bedding materials, on their own barges. 
Shiely tow boats dropped oft the aggregates right 
where we needed them. Reducing the cost of deli\ cry 
and placement. 

There was no delay wait ing for materials 
approval, either. The bedding material and r ip rap 
met all gradation and quality requirements. 

Wl ien we needed other aggregates, Shiely had 
them available, too. We used Shiely crushed stone 
base for our access roads and ballast for railrc^ad 
realignment, to name two. They were competitively 
priced, met all our specifications, and were delivered 
on schedule. 

N o doubt about it, Shiely saved us a lot of 
time and trouble on this job. The barges eliminated 
most of the truck work, and we were even able to 
finish that part o f the contract faster than we 
had f igured in our b id . " 

J. L . Shiely Co. 
Quality Commercial Aggregates/Ready Mixed Concrett 

1101 Snelling Avenue Nonh. St. Paul. MN 55108 
Phone (612) 646-8601 



Judging a Book 
by its Jacket 

The thesis, supported by the feature 
articles in this issue, is that local cor­
porations have advanced the art of 
architecture and have also contr ibuted 
significantly to the development of an 
important civic architecture in Min­
nesota. Leaders in corporate enter­
prises have individually also advanced 
the art of domestic architecture by 
engaging talented architects to design 
t h e i r pr ivate residences. Indeed It 
would be d i f f icu l t to ignore the inf lu­
ence of corporate leadership on any 
aspect of the civic or cultural l ife of 
the communi ty . 

The fa r reaching influence and 
power of the corporation are not as­
tounding wi th in the framework of our 
economic setting. What is significant 
is the unusually high level of social 
and civic responsibility shown by our 
locally based corporations. It signifies 
an awareness and matur i ty rare in 
many parts of this country and abroad. 

The archi tectural communi ty is 
proud and happy to have the support 
of the corporate structure and, by 
allying wi th it, it joins in its achieve­
ments. 

Many corporations, of course, have 
found that good architecture does pay 
and actually costs very l i t t le . Thus, in 
many instances, the handsome facade 
or the memorable image is more than 
skin deep. The beauty characterizes 
the spirit and the conscience of the 
corporation. In the instances of out­
standing architectural achievements, 
the image t ru ly becomes a symbol . A 
facade or a neat silhouette per se are of 
l itt le merit, they can become mere 
b i l l b o a r d s m a k i n g announcements 
and promises. Good architecture has 
p a i d h igh d i v i d e n d s because as 
symbol i t has represented the corpor­
ation wel l , and also because as archi­
tecture and planning i t has provided 
the best possible working environ­
ment—which in turn has maintained 
morale and efficiency. Does it fo l low 
that good management results in good 
architecture, or vice versa? Of course 
not. Many well managed corporations 
operate in mediocre environments and 
surprisingly the opposite is also some­
times the case. But good architecture 
can and often does make the difference. 

It makes the difference because 
the design process is very much l ike the 
budgeting process, the cash f low projec­
tions or the growth plans of a corpor­
ation. The design process is a series 
of goal statements as they relate to 
traff ic, communications, proximit ies, 
initial and maintenance budgets and 

the pr ior i t izat ion of all the inter ior 
needs and funct ions of the corporate 
structure. The creative synthesis of all 
these needs, w i th in given parameters, 
is the design process wh ich leads to 
architecture. It can be t ime-consuming. 
It is more t ime consuming than occupy­
ing a ready-made st ructure, bu t again i t 
yields high dividends. 

It yields high div idends, because, 
like the careful income pro ject ions on 
the corporat ion's books, i t fo l lows a 
methodical , in formed and incremental 
dec is ion -mak ing sequence wh ich is 
c e r t a i n t o accompl ish the desired 
results. The tempta t ion may be to tel l 
the shareholders that nex t year the 
corporat ion's assets w i l l be increased 
by 12%, but few wi l l succumb t o that 
temptat ion w i thou t the knowledge that 
in all probabi l i ty they w i l l reach their 
goal. O f ten , however, the design of the 
work ing environment does n o t receive 
this careful a t tent ion. M o n e y and t ime 
are saved by provid ing the most pos­
sible shelter for the lowest possible 
cost. On the f i rst-cost basis, i t is 
naturally the most economica l means 
of housing a business. I t w i l l , how­
ever, yield no d iv idend and instead 
probably cont inue to cost . The con­
t inued costs wi l l no t o n l y be main­
tenance and upkeep b u t also the no t 
so visible costs of t ime effect iveness, 
e f f i c i e n c y , work f l o w , mora le and 
employee turnover. 

The bo t tom line a lways counts and 
the successful corpora t ions are man i ­
fest examples of goal-set t ing tough 
management. A n d m a n y o f these cor­
porations, some in t h e i r w o r l d head­
q u a r t e r s and others in the i r local 
headquarters, choose t o invest in good 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . They f i n d t ha t good 
architecture does pay h igh d iv idends 
and, indeed, that good arch i tec ture is 
good business. • 

—Bernard Jacob 
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"I'm Jeff Lien...at;your service 
in Hirshf ield's Contract Sales." 

N e x t c o m m e r c i a l wa l l cove r i ng job 
t h a t c o m e s up , g ive us a ca l l at 
H i r s h f i e l d ' s Cont rac t Sales. 

(612) 370-2626. 
W e ' l l show you w h a t H i rsh f ie ld 's 

m e a n s when w e say , "We ' l l outserv-
i c e a n y wa l l cove r i ng supp l ie r in the 
5 - s t a t e a rea . " 

W e ' r e out to w in you over by out-
s u p p l y i n g , ou tse rv i c ing , and just 
p l a i n ou t -hus t l i ng the compe t i t i on . 

O u r serv ices i n c l u d e : 
• A F r e e A r c h i t e c t / D e s i g n e r 

R e f e r e n c e Fi le of the latest c o m ­
m e r c i a l and spec ia l ty wa l l cover ­
i n g s , loose leaf b o u n d so it can be 
c o n t i n u o u s l y upda ted . 

• Layout Assistance in the co ­
ord inat ing of wal lcover ings wi th 
fabr ic , carpet ing, draper ies, etc. 

• A Contract Sales Showroom 
at Hirshf ield 's downtown Minne­
apol is store, 824 Hennepin. Plus 5 
o ther showrooms in the metro area. 

• Complete sampling program 

f o r a l l c o m m e r c i a l w a l l c o v e r i n g 
l ines. 

• M e a s u r e m e n t of ro l l age re­
quirements for jobs. 

• C o n s u l t i n g o n p a i n t s a n d 
sundr ies. 

Cal l us for your next commerc ia l 
wa l l cover ing pro ject . 

Hirshf ie ld 's . . . the Tw in Cit ies' 
largest and most comple te deco­
ra t ing products suppl ier . . . since 
1894. 

Contract S a l e s Showroom: 824 
H e n n e p i n A v e n u e , M inneapo l is . 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
Telephone: (612) 370-2626. 

H I R S H F I E L D ' S 
CONTRACT SALES 

f o r : Jack Denst Designs, Winfield Designs, Albert Van Luit. 
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Congratulations 
Saint Paul 
From the Executive Director 
Minnesota Society American 
Institute of Architects 

Summon the trumpets. Take a bow 
Saint Paul, you've almost done i t ! 
Those weak in spirit and vision gave up 
. . . or d idn ' t participate. Mut inous 
mumblers said it would never happen. 
But because of many of you , down town 
Saint Paul is on the verge of a 200-
mi l l ion dollar rejuvenation and renais­
sance, unprecedented in Minnesota. It 
wi l l l i f t not only the skyl ine, but the 
psyche of the c i ty . Deservedly Saint 
Paul's public officials, its business com­
muni ty , the investors and, very im­
portant ly, the staffs of the c i t y agencies 
can hold their heads high. 

Minnesota's architects salute those 
who dared to care, to act and f inal ly 
to make it happen. This is in no way to 
diminish the very impressive new devel­
opment currently occurring in Minne­
apolis, Duluth and several other Min­
nesota communities. 

Most of America's state capitals are 
smaller communities chosen for pol i t i ­
cal or geographic reasons. Minnesota 
polit ical folklore acknowledges that 
were i t not for an individual who stole 
the bil l already passed by one house of 
the Minnesota Legislature and kept it 
unt i l after the legislature convened, 
our capital city would be located in 
Saint Peter, a small communi ty in 
southern Minnesota. Yes, folks, that is 
a true story. However, by 1980 the 
Saint Paul renaissance wil l make the 
Minneapolis/Saint Paul metropol i tan 
area unquestionably the most vital 
and dynamic capital city area in this 
country. Urbanologists wi l l tell you 
that to have as a state capital a state's 
largest metropoli tan area and its f i ­
nancial center all one in the same, is 
very rare. 

What is most important is that this 
renaissance is not only on the drawing 
board, but that i t is either f inanced or 
under construction. Cranes now tower 
over cleared or vacant land as housing, 
a h o t e l , off ice complexes, parking 
ramps and a science museum reach or 
soon wil l reach skyward. 

Unique to Saint Paul's success has 
been the key role played by elected 
c i ty officials and ci ty staff, including 
the Mayor's off ice. City Counci l , the 
late HRA, the Saint Paul Port Author ­
i ty, Planning and many other c i ty de­
partments. I t just might be the Saint 
Paul HRA's finest hour . . . after it has 
been restructured into a new agency. 
Yet the main sails were raised by the 
Ox fo rd Development Corporat ion and 
the Radisson Hotel Corporation in 
concert w i th the Saint Paul business 
communi ty . 

The c i ty of Saint Paul has no t on ly 
been wi l l ing to pledge the good w i l l , 
but the assets of the c i t y to make i t 
happen. It has placed the f u tu re of 
down town foremost on the pub l i c 
agenda. The Ci ty Counci l and Mayor 
George Latimer have mob i l i zed the 
Saint Paul Port A u t h o r i t y , the agency 
w i th the purse strings and the mos t suc­
cessful record in Minnesota at f u n d ­
ing and making projects happen. Its 
charge has now been broadened and 
its financial capabilit ies have been used 
ski l l fu l ly to catalyze these d o w n t o w n 
projects. This pattern shou ld c o n t i n u e . 

Let's examine the ever emerg ing 
pieces of this puzzle; f o r by 1 9 8 0 the 
panorama of Saint Paul w i l l be vast ly 
d i f ferent . 

The scenario: 
*Saint Paul has sold t h r o u g h the 

Saint Paul Port A u t h o r i t y over 120 
mi l l ion dollars in revenue bonds t o f i ­
nance development of b o t h new and 
rehabi l i tat ion projects d o w n t o w n . 

*The c i ty selected as its d o w n t o w n 
developer Ox fo rd Deve lopmen t Cor­
porat ion and financed a p u b l i c p a r k i n g 
ramp below the Radisson H o t e l . T o ­
gether these two blocks represent over 
50 mi l l ion dollars in new d e v e l o p m e n t . 
The major hotel wi l l inc lude a un ique 
nine story at r ium and solar co l l ec to r . 
The Ox fo rd project includes t w o large 
off ice towers w i t h retail shops a n d a 
new Donaldsons depar tment s to re . 

*Bo th projects wi l l be in the hea r t 
of a seven block pedestr ian m a l l -
Seventh Place-three b locks w h i c h w i l l 
be a shopping Galleria under glass . . . a 
down town Southdale. The ma l l was 
former ly West 7th Street. 

*The ci ty has bought , c leared and 
resold—at a substantially r e d u c e d cos t 
—land for several d o w n t o w n h o u s i n g 
projects as well as for the h o t e l a n d 
off ice buildings. 

*The 800-plus new uni ts o f h o u s i n g 
downtown are essential t o the v i t a l i t y 
of the down town . 

*Saint Paul has been selected as one 
of three cities (Cleveland gave t h e 
money back to the Feds) f o r a 5 0 - m i l -
l ion dollar plus d o w n t o w n p e o p l e -
mover system. Detailed p l a n n i n g a n d 
f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d i e s are u n d e r w a y . 
Coalescing the necessary c o m m u n i t y 
and pol i t ical support to get i t b u i l t 
may be d i f f i cu l t , but if a n y o n e is 
equal to the task. Saint Paul m a y be . 
Saint Paul legislators and M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Council representatives w i l l be t h e k e y 
to the success or fai lure of t he e f f o r t . 

*The edges of d o w n t o w n S a i n t Pau l 
have already become the largest class-
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an 
exciting 
new dimension in 
creative flooring 
design for indoor or 
outdoor use... 

100% synthetic rubber flooring 
• exceptional visual appeal 
• outstanding wear and safety advantages 
• easily installed and maintained 

NORAMENT . . . the choice for some of 
the most imaginative American and Euro­
pean architectural projects . . . has many 
features your clients will appreciate. Call or 
write for samples and complete information. 

S I N O W - L A R S O I N , I N C . 
C O N S T R U C T I O N M A T E R I A L S 

1221 No. Second Ave.. Minneapolis, Minn. 55405 
(612 ) 3 7 4 - 1 2 1 6 

room wi thout a blackboard in Min­
nesota. Over 300,000 individuals, most­
ly school chi ldren, annually visit the 
State Capitol or the Saint Paul Arts 
& Science Center. The completion of 
the new 15-mill ion dollar expansion 
of the Science Museum and planetarium 
wi l l expand this classroom and intensify 
the stream of visitors. 

*There are numerous other projects 
but the jewel has to be the renovation 
of the Old Federal Courts Building into 
the Landmark Center as a home for the 
arts. This large and unique building, 
which is on the National Register, 
wi l l soon house arts organizations com­
mit ted to strengthening their programs. 
Other projects in the renaissance in­
clude: 

Capri Hotel rehabil i tation $2.8 mil­
l ion. Result: 130 market rate apart­
ments 

Lowry Hotel rehabil i tation $3.3 mil­
l ion. Result: 203 apartment units 

Wabasha Court—adjacent to Day-
tons—expansion into retail center 

Sa in t Joseph's Hospital-adjacent 
to the Science Museum has underway 
an 11.2 mi l l ion dollar expansion 

Medical off ice bui lding and 250-
plus apartments on the Science Mu­
seum block. 

The list is even longer, but the point 
is made: Saint Paul has made a drama­
tic step forward. The old is undergoing 
adaptive reuse and major new construc­
t ion is occurring. Public investment 
tools along wi th private investment, a 
pragmatic Mayor and Ci ty Council 
are working creatively and cooperative­
ly w i th a commit ted Chamber of Com­
merce and business communi ty . 

There was an infamous politician' 
o f t he 1870's, George Washington 
Plunkett. His mot to was " I seen my 
opportunit ies and I took 'em. " Saint 
Paul appears to be decisively taking its 
opportunit ies . .. but the jury is still out 
as to whether or not i t has the will and 
the polit ical moxie to see it through to l 
the end. • ! 

- Dan SheridanX 
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200 On the Mall, Minneapolis, Hodne/ 
tageberg Partners, Inc., Architects, Min-
aapolis 

"1200 On The Mall," a 317-unit 
condominium complex under construc­
t ion at 12th St. and Nicollet Ave., Min­
neapolis, is well into the second phase 
of development which wil l consist of 
168 condominium apartments to be 
bui l t in a 23-story tower. A parking 
ramp wil l be bui l t on the f i rst t w o 
stories of the tower. The one, t w o and 
three bedroom units wi l l be offered for 
sale at prices ranging from $45,000 to 
$120,000. Architects for the project 
are the H odne/Stageberg Partners, 
Inc., Minneapolis, and permanent f i ­
nancing has been commit ted by several 
Minneapolis banks and financial insti­
tut ions. 

Minnesota architectural ingenuity 
has again surfaced in the fo rm of an al­
ternative redevelopment plan for an 
"undesirable" residential site adjacent 
to Interstate 94 in south Minneapolis. 
The plan, developed by Bil l Lemke, 
director of Seward West Redesign, a 
non-prof i t , community-based redevel­
opment agency, and project designer 
Mike Dunn, calls for the construct ion 
of 10 earth-sheltered townhouses in a 
half block area bounded by 24th and 
25th Avenues S. and E. Frankl in and 
S. 9th Street. The houses wou ld face 
south, away f rom the freeway, and by 

placing d i r t up and over the p ro jec t 
f rom the nor th , distract ing noise f r o m 
the Interstate wou ld be great ly re­
duced. Each un i t wou ld be equ ipped 
w i t h a solar heating system and a h igh 
degree of natural l ight w o u l d be pro­
vided by skylights. 

Preliminary state approval has been 
received for a $1.7 m i l l i o n plan t o 
restore and rehabil itate the Tay lor 
Avenue houses at Ft. Snelling, k n o w n 
to many as "Of f icer 's R o w . " The p lan , 
designed by Saint Paul arch i tec t Brooks 
Cavin, calls for the preservat ion of all 
bui ld ing exteriors while remode l ing the 
interiors of the one hundred year -o ld 
houses in to seventy lodging un i ts , a 
130-seat restaurant and e ight bou ­
tiques. The houses wou ld be connec ted 
by a below grade, al l-weather g round ­
work to the 31,000 square f o o t annex 
bui ld ing which wi l l house mee t i ng 
rooms, a health c lub and a s w i m m i n g 
pool . Developers are the B l o o m i n g t o n -
based RestoResorts of Minnesota . 

The Mankato f i rm of R o c k e y and 
Cheever Architects have been selected 
by the commun i t y of Spr ing f ie ld t o d o 
the planning for the proposed a d d i t i o n 
of t w o science rooms, a chora l r o o m , 
a girl's locker room, a cafeter ia and 
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a kitchen onto the public school. Ten­
tative plans call for a one story addi­
t ion attached to the rear of the present 
structure. 

The Austin f i rm of Kane and Cox 
Associates, Inc., has been selected by 
the State Designer Selection Board as 
the architects for two Highway Safety 
Rest Areas at Blue Earth, along Inter­
stage 90. Each rest area w i l l feature 
picnic areas and storage facil i t ies, na­
tural overlooks, duck and waterfal l 
ponds and other natural amenities. A 
stream which has an active beaver 
popu la t i on also traverses the area. 
Architectural ly, the buildings wi l l fea­
ture native Minnesota limestone, rough 
exterior wood siding and laminated 
wood beams. The structures wi l l also be 
" b u r i e d " to minimize exposure for an 
energy eff icient design. 

Approval of a contract for the con­
struction of a new museum for the Rice 
County Historical Society was granted 
by that organization recently. Under 
the direction of Northf ie ld architect, 
William Broderson, the museum wi l l be 
located in the old highway bui ld ing at 
the county fairgrounds in Faribault . 
The same group is also making progress 
wi th its long range project of restoring 
the Scriver Building in Nor th f ie ld and 
is playing an active role in of f ic ial 
designation of a certain down town 
Northf ield area as a "Preservation Dis­
t r i c t . " 

The Minneapolis firm of Miller, 
Hanson, Westerbeck & Bell, Inc., are 
the architects for an $800,000 housing 
project located in the Mississippi River 
communi ty of Lake Pepin. The project 
wi l l include 20 townhouses and 20 
apartment units assisted by f inancing 
f rom the Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency. Beginning occupancy is sche­
duled for August. 

The Saint Louis County Heritage 
and Arts Center (The Depot) in Du lu th 
has been selected by the United States 
Department of Transportation as one of 
eight renovated train depots to be 
studied for its successful rehabi l i tat ion. 
A study is currently in progress to 
determine how the successful renova­
tion was accomplished and findings wi l l 
be published in two federal manuals for 
distr ibut ion to interested communi ­

ties. The 1892 structure was owned by 
the Bur l ington Nor thern Rai l road unt i l 
its purchase in 1969 by a group of 
civic-minded cit izens. Comple ted reno­
vation work has included t w o addi t ions, 
a rai lroad museum and a theater. The 
$3 mi l l ion project is n o w a coun ty 
fac i l i ty and is listed on the Nat ional 
Historic Register. 

M i n n e s o t a ' s agr icul tura l heritage 
wi l l come to l i fe at the Marshall Coun ty 
Fairgrounds in Warren, under a plan 
developed by Architectural Resources, 
Inc., Du lu th and H ibb ing . The pro jec t 
wi l l be a large antique f a r m machinery 
display located in a steel bu i ld ing along 
"The Street of Yesteryear" inside the 
fairgrounds. Skyl ights w i l l be placed 
in the roof of the bu i ld ing w h i c h w i l l 
house the antique machinery and other 
artifacts. The Marshall C o u n t y H is tor i ­
cal Society believes tha t m u c h of the 
success of the project w i l l depend upon 
the worthiness and educat iona l value 
of the items on display and a campaign 
is now in fu l l swing t o locate bo th 
items and donors. 

Construct ion is underway on a $3 .2 
mi l l i on , 105-unit apa r tmen t comp lex 
in the Como Park n e i g h b o r h o o d . De­
signed by the Nor th f ie ld f i r m o f Sovik, 
Mathre, Sathrum, Quanbeck, the pro­
ject is f inanced by the U.S. Housing 
and Urban Development A g e n c y and 
wi l l be cert i f ied for federal rent sub­
sidy for the elderly and the hand i ­
capped. The site is ad jacen t t o the 
Lyngblomsten Care Center , a 112 -un i t 
center for ski l led nurs ing care con­
nected to 144-bed i n te rmed ia te care 
faci l i ty and residents o f the new pro­
ject wi l l be able to bene f i t f r o m f o o d 
and other existing services. 

T h e U.S . Energy Research and 
Development A d m i n i s t r a t i o n at a re­
cent meeting w i t h Un ive rs i t y o f M i n ­
nesota off icials and researchers w h o 
have worked on the Wi l l iamson Hall 
u n d e r g r o u n d b o o k s t o r e b u i l d i n g , 
agreed to fund cons t ruc t ion o f the h igh 
temperature solar co l l ec to r designed 
for the bui ld ing. David Bennet t , Asso­
ciate Professor of A r c h i t e c t u r e at the 
University is pr incipal a r c h i t e c t o f the 
bui ld ing. Bids for c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the 
col lector wi l l be awarded w i t h i n the 
month of February, and c o n s t r u c t i o n is 
expected to be c o m p l e t e d in t he fa l l 
of 1978. The col lectors were des igned 
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-TECH PRODUCTS, INC. 
C H A S K A , M I N N E S O T A 

ARCHITECT: Roberts Architects, Minneapolis, MN 
ENGINEER: L. W. Darg Engineering, Minneapolis, MN 
CONTRACTOR: Watson-Forsberg, Minneapolis, MN 

Repeat business generally confirms customer satisfaction. 
Precast wall panels, for the original Quali-Tech structure completed in 1973, 

were furnished by WCPC. 
The energy conscious design for the 1977 addition including insulated double 

tee wall panels and double tee roof deck, again were furnished by WCPC. 
To facilitate fast-track construction method, competitive bids for precast con­

crete were taken prior to completion of working drawings. The design team then 
worked directly with WCPC in arriving at project solutions. A dollar allotment for 
precast was inserted directly in specifications for precast concrete. 

We extend an invitation to you to involve WCPC in your preliminary planning. 
Maybe you will become, if you are not already — a repeat customer. 

We invite you to call us for preliminary estimates and further information. 

E L L S 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS COMPANY 

B O X 3 7 , W E L L S , MINN. 5 6 0 9 7 — P H O N E ( 5 0 7 ) 5 5 3 - 3 1 3 8 
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by Suntec Systems, Inc., a division of 
Sheldahl, Inc., of Northf ie ld, Min­
nesota. 

In spite of the noise and disruption 
caused by a $14 mi l l ion construction 
and modernization project, students at 
Saint Paul's Central High School would 
rather stay than be moved to another 
locat ion. A t least that's what a group 
of them have told the Saint Paul School 
Board during a public hearing last 
January. Designed by Ellerbe Asso­
ciates, Bloomington, the construction 
project wi l l completely modernize the 
68-year-old structure while adding new 
wings, a one-story physical education 
center and a four-story vocational learn­
ing center. While some area residents 
and students wanted the old school 
demolished and a new one bui l t at a 
di f ferent site, others preferred the 
tradit ional location at Lexington Pkwy. 
and Marshall Ave. The result was an 
architectural compromise whereby the 
frame of the old building wil l be the 
base for the new building. 

Ellerbe Associates have been select­
ed to design an entirely new structural 
system for the Hartford Civic Center 
in Connecticut. 

Included in the design wil l be re­
placement of the Center's recently 
collapsed roof, increased seating capa­
ci ty of 5,000 seats and expanded con­
cession areas. New graphic, sound and 
l ighting systems and increased mechan­
ical capacity wi l l be part of the pro­
ject. 

Ellerbe was chosen over Chicago 
f i r m s C.F. Murphy and Skidmore, 
Owings and Merri l l , finalists f rom a 
f ie ld of seven under consideration. 

Eugene Hickey & Associates, Edina, 
are the architects for a new auto bank­
ing faci l i ty for the Crystal State Bank 
and a similar project for the First 
Southdale National Bank . . . A new, 
$500,000 plus facelift ing for the con­
course mall at Southdale Shopping 
Center, Edina, has been designed by 
David Todd Runyon & Associates, Inc., 
Saint Paul . . . A $6.5mi l l ion retirement 
faci l i ty for New Hope is hot of f the 
boards of Hammel, Green and Abra-
hamson. Inc., Saint Paul . . . A new 
greenhouse for the Blaine Senior High 
School has been designed by Arm­
strong, Torseth Skold and Rydeen, 
Minneapolis . . . A new food and bever­
age faci l i ty for the Tw in Cities Inter­
national A i rpo r t has been planned by 
Mi l l e r -Dunwidd ie Architects, Inc., 
Minneapolis . . . A new wor ld distribu­
t ion center for Control Data Corp. wi l l 
be bui l t in Saint Paul based on plans 
by Henningson, Durham and Richard­
son Architects, Saint Louis Park . . . A 
whopping $45 mil l ion coal gasifica­
t ion plant near the communi ty of Hoyt 
Lakes is in preliminary design at the 
Cleveland, Ohio office of Arthur G. 
McKee Co. . . . A service area landfi l l 
garage for Hibbing has been designed 
by Thomas & Vecchi, Duluth . . . A 
$300,000 plus courthouse annex at 
Long Prairie has been planned by 
Traynor, Hermanson & Hahn Archi­
tects, Inc., Saint Cloud . . . and last 
but not least . . . should you decide to 
drive around the state and visit some 
of these projects, why not pick up a 
copy of the "Guidebook to Minnesota 
A r t & A r c h i t e c t u r e " at MSAIA's 
Archi tectural Center in Saint Paul . . . 
you might just be surprised to f ind out 
what's located just "down the road 
apiece . . . " • 

antral High School , Saint Paul, 
• A s s o c i a t e s . I n c . , Architects 

Ellerbe 
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Right from the start, masonry 
saves you money. Engineered load-
bearing masonry construction, for ex­
ample, can save up to 30% in initial costs 
over competitive structural frame 
systems. The masonry serves as both 
structure and enclosure while provid 
ing a fire, sound and thermal )arrier 

New masonry technology, such 
as loadbearing masonry and masonry 
panels, can substantially reduce con­

struction time, lowering costly con-
stniction financing and permitting 
earlier occupancy. 

When completed, a masonry 
building will provide significant sav­
ings in energy costs. Because of their 
mass, masonry walls can reduce en­
ergy use all year long, lowering oper­
ating costs and allowing the use of 
smaller and less expensive heating 
and cooling equipment. 

F'inally. masonry walls save 
money throughout thelifeof the build­
ing because they require little main­
tenance for care and cleaning. You 
save money from beginning to end. 

There are studies available 
which show just how much money 
masonry can save you. For free copies, 
write to us at the address below. 

When you build with masonry, you 
build for keeps. 

When masonry goes up, costs go down. 

minnesota masonry institute 
7851 Metro Parkway, Suite 103 Minneapolis, Mn 55420 (612) 8 5 4 - 0 1 9 6 
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Corporate 
Architecture 
Frederick Richter 

To a visitor, the Cities present 
more than an image of lakes and 
fine residential areas; they en­
joy the physical assets of many 
office, research and manufactur­
ing environments created by arch­
itects and corporations that have 
built here. 

[General Mills Headquarters, Minneapolis, 
.kidmore, Owings and Merrill 

The modern movement in archi­
tecture has tradit ionally been associated 
w i th corporate or industrial enterprise. 
Early 20th century architectural lead­
ers Peter Behrens and Walter Gropius 
found patronage f rom industrial clients 
in the Turbine and Fagus factory bui ld­
ings in Germany. 

In the United States, two of Frank 
L loyd Wright's non-residential master­
pieces were office buildings for the 
Larkin Soap and Johnson Wax corpora­
tions. One of the earliest "glass sky­
scrapers" was the American headquar­
ters of Lever Brothers in New Yo rk 
City and an exemplary campus plan was 
created by Eero Saarinen at the Gen­
eral Motors Institute. 

The combination of American busi­
ness and modern architecture has re­
sulted in the recognized symbols of 
American civi l ization. Compared to 
the Greek temple, Gothic cathedral or 
Renaissance palazzo, the physical 
image of 20th century American so­
ciety is the high rise glass and steel 
off ice building. Every American c i ty is 
dominated by the buildings of its banks, 
insurance companies and corporate 
headquarters. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , many of these 
buildings are not examples of corpor­
ate technological advances and manage­
ment creativity, but examples of banal 
architecture—at best, mediocre ren­
ditions of Mies Van der Rohe's Seagram 
Building. However, a large percentage 
of businesses has patronized creative 
architecture, and the Tw in Cities has 
more than its share. 

The Saint Paul-Minneapolis metro­

pol i tan area is rife w i t h corporate 
headquarters. On a per capi ta basis, 
the T w i n Cities is second on ly t o 
Boston in the number of headquarters 
for Fortune 500 companies. N o t on ly 
are the t w o downtowns test imonia ls t o 
off ice bui ld ing dominance, bu t the 
recent a f f in i ty for available suburban 
land in con junct ion w i t h the topogra­
phical and mult i-center character o f 
the area, has resulted in the pervasive­
ness of corporate bui ldings t h r o u g h o u t 
the metropol i tan area. 

To a visitor, the Cities present more 
than an image of lakes and f ine residen­
tial areas; they enjoy the physical 
assets of many of f ice, research and 
manufactur ing env i ronments created 
by architects and corpora t ions that 
have bui l t here. 

A bui ld ing program in today ' s busi­
ness wor ld is an objective process. The 
corporate cl ient is not un ique among 
clients in this regard, b u t may be the 
best equipped to demand a balance of 
image, funct ion and cost ef fect iveness. 
Creat ivi ty is o f ten d i f f i c u l t w i t h i n a 
corporate decision process, one tha t 
o f ten prematurely goes to the " b o t t o m 
l i ne . " 

T h e impor tance given t o image 
depends on the size, t ype of i ndus t ry 
and phi losophy of the c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The paradigm of corporate image and 
modern architecture is the IBM Cor­
porat ion. 

IBM is in a highly innovat ive , tech­
nical and prof i table f i e l d and f e l t 
comfor table aligning i tsel f w i t h g o o d 
design. Arch i tect and indust r ia l design­
er El iot Noyes was responsible f o r 
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Northwestern National Life Insurance Build­
ing, Minneapolis, Minoru Yamasaki Asso­
c iates, Architects 

the IBM logo and product packaging. 
Recogn ized leaders in architecture 
have always been selected for IBM's 
buildings, including Saarinen for their 
faci l i ty in Rochester, Minnesota, which 
has been recently added to by The 
Hodne Stageberg Partners, Minneapo­
lis. IBM brings concern, taste and 
consistency to the physical environ 
ment that i t touches. 

Insurance companies, always asso 
ciated wi th major buildings, are not 
only responsible for the facilities they 
occupy but for those that they finance, 
P r u d e n t i a l Insurance Company of 
America for a number of years en­
joyed the tallest, however mediocre, 
buildings in Chicago and Boston only 
to be outdone by the taller and more 
innovative John Hancock Mutual Life 
Insurance Company buildings in both 
cities. 

More recently, and representative 
of the demographic transition in the 
c o u n t r y , Johns-Manville corporation 
b u i l t an arch i tec tura l competit ion' 
winner outside of Denver in its cor­
porate move f rom New York City to 
the Rocky Mountains. 

Locally in Minnesota, we have en­
joyed a number of commitments to a 
qual i ty environment by corporations. 
Northwestern National Life Insurance 
Company pioneered in downtown Min­
neapolis as the f irst major builder in 
Gateway Center. They hired nationally 
known architect Minoru Yamasaki toi 
create a building that not only gave 
them an image but related to what was 
to become the Nicollet Mall. 

Both the 3M Company and General 
Mil ls, Inc., responding to land avail­
abi l i ty, created new "o f f ice parks" 
based on long-range master plans and 
the integration of landscape design 
and architecture. Both complexes pre­
sent a major image as one enters the 
metropol i tan area f rom the east or' 
west. General Mills has not only ad­
hered to a consistent architecture, it. 
has patronized various artists by lo­
cating sculptures throughout the site. 

The downtown areas have not been 
forgot ten, w i th the most notable addi 
t ions in the past decade the IDS Center 
in Minneapolis by Johnson/Burgee and 
the Economics Laboratory headquar­
ters in Saint Paul by Wold Associates. 
Both are excellent off ice towers, not 
only well-detailed in tower fenestration 
but superior buildings in their rela­
t ionship to the urban fabric of skyways 
and plaza/mall. Minneapolis has espe­
cially benefited by the investment in 
the IDS Cente r - i t is a piece of archi-
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G e i c o Corporation, International Head­
quarters. Eden Prairie, Minnesota, Parker 
Klein Associates, Architects, Inc., Minne­
apolis, Minnesota. Balthazar Korab, photo­
grapher 

Univac Park Office and Laboratory Facili 
ties, Eagan, Minnesota, The Architectural 
Alliance, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Graco Inc., Technical Center, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, Setter. Leach & Lindstrom, Inc., 
Architects & Engineers, Minneapolis, Min­
nesota 
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Top left 
Northwestern Bell Office Building, Ply­
mouth, Minnesota, Ellerbe Associates, Inc. 
Shin Koyama, photographer 

Bottom left 
Honeywell Corporation Headquarters Ex­
pansion, Minneapolis, Hammel Green and 
A b r a h a m s o n , architectural and Ellerbe 
Associates, Inc., engineering 

Right 
First National Bank of Minneapolis, Skid-
more, Owings and Merrill, Peterson Clark & 
Associates, Hodne/Stageberg Partners, archi­
tects 

tecture that has deserved to become 
the focus of the entire down town . 

Other recent projects also exempl i fy 
creativity w i th in the balance of image, 
funct ion and cost effectiveness. Honey­
well's new corporate headquarters in­
vestment in Minneapolis is represen­
tative of current architectural trends 
toward building re-use and energy con­
servation. Hammel, Green and Abra­
hamson, Inc., associated w i th Ellerbe 
engineers, have created a new image 
for buildings that had grown haphazard­
ly for years. They designed a new 
articulated mass, centered around a 
plaza that has given Honeywell a sense 
of place. Not only is the project a 
reaff irmation to its neighboring section 
of Minneapolis, but the use of solar 
collectors is unmatched in the country . 

To the east of Saint Paul, Western 
Life Insurance Company, a subsidiary 
of the Saint Paul Companies, is near-
ing complet ion of its corporate off ices, 
which sit dramatically at the intersec­

t ion of t w o f reeways. f S J o " t : o n l y i s t h e 
bui ld ing designed to g i v e W e s t e r n L i f e 
a major image, its s i m | 3 l & a n g l e d g e o ­
metry and stepped s e c t : i o » - » b y E l l e r b e 
Associates generates -from-n s u n a n d 
energy loads on the b u i I d i r-mg. 

Other new s u b u r b a n o - f "P i c e b u i l d i n g s 
of note are the B lue O r c z ^ s s a n d B l u e 
Shield of Minnesota b u i l o d i n g , E a g a n , 
by The Cerny A s s o c i a i i ^ ^ s a n d T h e 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l A l l i a n c e ; G e i c o C o r ­
porat ion headquarters t>v' P a r k e r a n d 
Assoc ia tes—a s e n s i t i v e 
bui ld ing on the edge o-f 
Eden Prairie; and C a r g i l l , 
headquarters at Lake IN/I i r -» n e t o n k a b y 
Vincent K l ing, Ph i lade l p > h i i 

The downtowns a r e a l s c = > w i t n e s s i n g 
a new wave of c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t y 
w i th The Pil lsbury C o m p > a n y e r e c t i n g 
a 36-story of f ice t o w e r i r i I V I i n n e a p o l i s 
along w i t h Nor th C e n t i r a l L i f e I n s u r ­
ance Company's c o m m i t r r - » « n t t o b u i l d 
a 25-story bui ld ing in S a i r - i - f z P a u l . 

R e c e n t e n v i r o n m e m t : a I l y s e n s i t i v e 

i r r o r glass 
a w o o d s in 

Inc . , w o r l d 
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cons t ruc t i on by Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Company is especially sig­
nif icant not only because the telephone 
company is one of the largest real 
estate owners in the state, but because 
the parent organization, A T & T , has 
been associated wi th many ut i l i tar ian 
telephone equipment buildings across 
t he count ry . The Plymouth of f ice 
building is topographically interesting 
fo r the way it becomes part of the 
landscape and its architectural details 
are noteworthy. Ellerbe Associates, 
the architects, were also responsible 
for the new equipment tower in Saint 
Paul; a sculptured high rise that pre­
serves the small tower scale of the c i ty 
by contrasting to the adjacent older 
telephone building. 

Env i ronmenta l concern has also 
been exhibited on a smaller scale. 
Andersen Corporation commissioned 
Rafferty, Rafferty and Mikutowski for 
the design of an addition to their cor­
porate headquarters at Bayport. The 
display space and entrance, detailed 

in b r i c k and wood, represent the 
Scandinavian tradit ion of the quality 
w indow manufacturer. In Minneapolis, 
The First National Bank of Minneapolis 
has exhibi ted concern for architectural 
detail in the design of their branch 
banks by Bergstedt, Wahlberg, Berg-
quist and Rohkohl . 

C o r p o r a t e b u i l d i n g accomplish­
ments are not uni formly to the point 
of unquestionable success. Many, how­
ever, should be recognized for their 
cont r ibut ion to environmental quality. 
This contr ibut ion is an aspect of the 
region's "qual i ty of l i fe " and should 
be perpetuated. Hopeful ly the Twin 
Cities are setting an example for what 
can be accomplished when corporations 
patronize good architecture. 

Frederick Richter, AI A, is Director of 
Design for Ellerbe Associates and works 
locally and nationally with corporate clients. 
Richter also holds teaching positions in 
architecture at Macalester College and the 
University of Minnesota. 

C r ^ s x a \ Court at IDS Center, Minneapolis, 
f ^ t - f e i l i | 3 Johnson/John Burgee and Edward F. 
B a t < : e r Associates, architects 
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Civic Architecture 
A Corporate 
Concern 
Dixon Bond 

Business and its leadership have 
been instrumental in the develop­
ment of educational resources, 
social services, community re­
development and even the atti­
tudes of government. 

The Science Museum of Minnesota, Ham-
mel Green and Abrahamson. Inc.. architects 

in the beginning were wide prairies 
and, to the north, tall forests of f ir and 
pine. A great river f lowed toward the 
south. When early settlers arrived, they 
easily began to ti l l the prairie soil, and 
cut the long trees for construct ion. 
Communities were formed—Saint Paul, 
Sa in t Anthony, Minneapolis. Many 
other cities were also based on the 
fr iendly natural resources; and industry 
d e v e l o p e d . Mil l ing processed grain 
from the rich earth. Lumber was made 
from the forests. Rail transport was 
formed to serve the industry, providing 
transportation to the east and west. 
Commerce and banking developed to 
serve the people. Homegrown wealth, 
often of relatively modest size com­
pared to the older wealth of the east, 
rewarded the diligence of those who 
worked hard to develop the area and its 
resources. A strong communi ty pride 
evolved. 

A strange way to begin an article 
on the business community 's involve­
ment in civic architecture? Perhaps. 
Yet that single paragraph covering 
several generations begins to explain 

the unique involvement t h a t has c o n ­
t inued to the present, resu l t ing in an 
extraordinary number of c i v i c arch i ­
tectural projects in wh ich the T w i n 
Ci ty area takes great p r ide . Fo r the 
early wealth f rom local ly deve loped 
business was enough to spark an in te res t 
in cul tural act iv i ty, and enough t o 
involve commun i ty leadership in creat­
ing inst i tut ions for itself and the p o p u ­
lat ion of a type that eastern c o m ­
munit ies cherished and p o i n t e d t o w a r d 
in just i f icat ion of civic p r i de . T h e 
wealth was not substantial e n o u g h , f o r 
the most part, to al low the ego-grat i ­
f icat ion of projects funded by one in ­
div idual . The commun i t y leadersh ip , 
most ly businessmen, had t o j o i n t o ­
gether in order to make possible those 
projects agreed upon as desi rable f o r 
their communi t ies. 

The history continues b e y o n d the 
f irst paragraph, of course, and has re­
sulted in a metropol i tan area w h i c h 
headquarters a large number o f reg ion­
al, national and internat ional business­
es. M o r e i m p o r t a n t : the a t t i t u d e 
developed by the early business leader-
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Left to right: 

Skyway link, downtown Minneapohs, Ed­
ward F. Baker Associates, architects 

Minneapohs Society of Fine Arts, Minneapo­
hs, Kenzo Tangeand Parker-Klein Associates, 
architects for addition and renovation 

Y W C A , Minneapolis. Freerks/Sperl/Flynn 
Architects 

Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, Lawrence Halprin 
Associates 

Peavey Plaza, Minneapolis, Lawrence Halprin 
Associates 

Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Edward 
Larrabe Barnes, architects 

ship has not only continued but has 
also grown, fostering a business in­
volvement in the communi ty which 
is unique. Indeed, civic architecture is 
o n l y one visible example of that 
att i tude and involvement. Business and 
its leadership have been instrumental 
in the development of educational re­
sources, social services, communi ty re­
development, and even the attitudes of 
government. A climate of joining to­
gether for the civic good pervades 
Minnesota. 

There is major significance in this 
brief look at the origin of involvement. 
M a n y communit ies throughout the 
United States have looked to local tax 
funds to provide for all or a major por­
t ion of the construction and operation 
of most non- or quasi-governmental 
public facilities. This area, however, 
has been provided wi th a mul t i tude of 
facilities available to the public which 
have been constructed and are operated 
almost entirely w i th private funds. The 
result of this "can d o " ph i l osophy -
more facilities, more continued con­
cern for those facilities and the com­
muni ty , much of the "qual i ty of l i f e " 
upon which we pride ourselves, and a 
local tax base not diverted f rom other 
concerns. 

Not only has the business leadership 
involved itself and its business in the 
funding of local projects, it has also 
given time and talent to the creation 
of civic architecture as part of that 
involvement. In one instance, 25% 
of the time of the president of a 
locally-headquartered retailer's devel­
o p m e n t d iv is ion was obligated to 
shepherd a major project to its con­
clusion. He was joined by the head of 
engineering of a local diversified foods 
company, the president of a bank, and 
the retired chairman of the board of 
d i r e c t o r s of a major locally-head­
quartered industry—all of whom spent 
five to ten hours per week for three 
years serving as a building commit tee. 
Their services-otherwise unavailable 
to the inst i tut ion invo lved-brought 
knowledge and talent to this develop­
ment of an example of civic architec­
ture. The names of these individuals 
are unimportant. Similar business in­
volvement has been duplicated many 
times; again, a cont inuat ion of the 
attitudes developed very early in the 
life of our communi ty . 

For the purpose of this article, i t is 
important to dwell for a moment on a 
def ini t ion of "civic architecture." In 
the broad sense, any governmental 
construction can be considered civic 

a rch i t ec tu re along with any other 
faci l i ty created for use of a major 
segment of the populat ion. The busi­
ness communi ty played an extremely 
impor tant role in the development of 
the original Minneapolis Public Library 
and in the city's famous park system. 
G o v e r n m e n t a l l y - f u n d e d facilities, 
though, are not the topic. It would be 
d i f f i cu l t to deny that the Federal 
Reserve Bank in Minneapolis wi th its 
d r a m a t i c p l a z a , or the Hennepin 
County Government Center with its 
surrounding park areas along with the 
original City Hall in downtown Min­
neapolis, or the State Capitol in Saint 
Paul are not forms of civic architecture. 
In the broad sense they certainly are. 
From a more l imited and specialized 
v iewpoint , the concentration here is 
upon what has been done beyond the 
government's capabilities. 

From just before 1960 to today, 
many examples of civic architecture 
have been created in Minnesota. While 
most of the examples cited here are in 
the Tw in City area, it should be noted 
that cities such as Rochester and Du-
luth are not immune to the attitude 
and have privately created numerous 
examples of good, civic architecture. 

Some of the more obvious examples 
of the philosophy are in cultural faci­
lities. In the last f i f teen years or so, 
major cultural facil ities have been creat­
ed in both Minneapolis and Saint Paul 
at a private investment of more than 
$50,000,000. The value would be sub­
stantially higher in today's dollars. 
Business leaders, as well as other indi­
viduals wi th in the communi ty , have 
provided direction and guidance for 
these facilities. They are bu i l t -and, 
for the most part, paid for. While 
government has assisted through asso­
c i a t e d faci l i t ies such as Orchestra 
Hall's parking ramp, no local tax dollars 
have been involved in actual construc­
t ion . The Guthrie Theater, the Saint 
Paul Arts and Science Center (home of 
Chimera Theatre, the Minnesota Mu­
seum of A r t and the Minnesota Science 
Museum), the Minneapolis Society of 
Fine Arts Park (home of the Minne­
apolis Institute of Arts, the Minneapolis 
College of A r t and Design, and the 
C h i l d r e n ' s Thea t re Company and 
School) , Walker A r t Center-a l l exist, 
and all are available to the community. 
New examples are being built, such as 
the Minnesota Science Museum's new 
expanded home in Saint Paul and the 
renovation of the Old Federal Courts 
Bui ld ing (Landmark Center, now a 
c o m m u n i t y fac i l i ty) . In this latter 
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f i t 

example, the narrow def ini t ion would 
not ident i fy the original faci l i ty as 
privately-funded civic architecture; but 
the renovation and re-definition of the 
fac i l i t y certainly qualifies. Another 
renovation, that of the Masonic Temple 
in downtown Minneapolis as a cultural 
home for the Cricket Theatre and 
the Minnesota Dance Theater, is under 
consideration and may soon be added 
to the list. 

The new YWCA in downtown Min­
neapolis is an obvious example of 
socially-conscious civic architecture. 
Regional YMCA's, whi le not having as 
much architectural impact on the area 
as a whole, have had substantial impact 
on their neighborhoods. Again, the 
business involvement is there. 

The Jewish Communi ty Centers of 
both Minneapolis and Saint Paul must 
also be cited, even though their aud­
ience is more defined, for they have 
been provided by a socially concerned 
group w i th heavy business involvement 
for a much broader segment of the 
populat ion than the providing base. 

The original Nicollet Mall is indeed 
an example of civic architecture. Some 
would argue that the Mall is govern-
mentally funded, but in t ruth, the 
major port ion of cost was paid for by 
the benefit t ing property owners who 
could have declined to do so. Govern­
mental funding was primari ly a fi­
nancing method. Alongside the Mall 
is Peavey Plaza, associated w i th Orches­
tra Hall—also a distinct piece of civic 
park architecture. 

The Minneapolis skyway system is 
a most striking example. While there is 
a direct benefit to the funding business­
es in many cases, it would have been 
easy for most of them to justify not 
spend ing several hundred thousand 
dollars so that people might more easily 
traverse the city streets. The result of 
the Mall and the skyway has been the 
preservation of a viable, alive and ex­
ci t ing core ci ty. The skyway system in 
Saint Paul is as far-sighted, but govern-' 
mentally supported. The same philoso­
phy and attitude have caused individual 
businesses to go beyond their own 
immediate functions in architectural 
design to provide quasi-civic architec­
ture. Good examples are provided by 
the site treatment of Northwestern 
National Life Insurance Company and 
General Mills. 

I have not cited, obviously, all 
examples of privately-financed civic 
a rch i tec tu re . The examples merely 
serve to prove the thesis. Nor do I 
purport all examples ci ted to be archi-
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Minneapolis, Ralph 

Landmark Center, Saint Paul, Winsor/Faricy 
•Architects for renovation 

Orchestra Hall. Minneapolis, Hardy, Holtz-
man and Pfeiffer, Hammel Green and Abra-
amson, architects 

Masonic Temple, Minneapolis, 1916 photo, 
Svedberg-Vermeland Architects Inc. for 
renovation 

tecturally superior. Some wi l l prove 
venerable, some wil l not . However, all 
are the result of an att i tude which pro­
vides the climate for good architec­
ture and all funct ional ly benefit the 
communities in which they exist. 

Is this area unique in its business 
involvement, promot ion and support of 
civic architecture? Perhaps. Wi thout 
studies of other areas, certainty is 
d i f f i c u l t - b u t if you take the oppor tun­
ity to look around as you visit other 
cities, you wi l l f ind a much greater 
dependence on local tax dollars for 
those examples that do exist. A n d lo­
cations are often determined by the 
need to redevelop, rather than by means 
of more thoughtful criteria. 

We can be deeply grateful for those 
early attitudes that are now ingrained 
several generations later. We can be 

d e e p l y g r a t e f u l f o r t h e cons tan t 
cross-ferti l ization w i t h i n t h e socia l ly-
conscious business c o m m u n i t y t ha t 
broadens the base o f t h a t a t t i t u d e . 
We can be deeply g r a t e f u l f o r the level 
of taste and the a l m o s t - r e v e r e n t ap­
preciation among the l e a d e r s h i p fo r the 
funct ional art of a r c h i t e c t u r e , a l l ow­
ing latitude and d i v e r s i t y . A n d we can 
be grateful that we live h e r e , a n d now— 
in a commun i t y w i t h r e c o g n i z e d needs 
and the oppor tun i t y t o have those 
needs fu l f i l led. • 

Dixon Bond is a North f/eld, Minnesota 
based independent project consultant in the 
arts and on architectural fDrojects. He is 
currently under contract to the First Na­
tional Bank of Minneapolis, assisting on 
the bank's major downtov\/n Minneapolis 
development. Previously, he served as Vice 
President of the Minneapo/is Society of 
Fine Arts, with responsitfility for the 
planning and development of f=ine Arts Park. 
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Elizabeth Close 
Minnesota's 
Premiere 
Woman Architect 
Bonnie Richter 

Few can say they have shared in the 
Modern Movement as complete ly as 
Minnesota architect Elizabeth Scheu 
Close, F A I A . Born of an internat ional­
ist family. Close was pro found ly in­
fluenced by her chi ldhood home in 
Vienna, designed for her parents in 
1912 by Adol f Loos. Loos is widely 
regarded as one of the earliest pro­
ponents of the Modern Movement in 
Europe and consciously or otherwise. 
Loos' teaching wore o f f on a young 
List Scheu. 

There had never been much question 
that LisI would one day be a pro­
fessional- i t simply remained to be seen 
which profession she wou ld choose. 
" I t was always assumed that I wou ld 
earn my own l iv ing," she says. Her 

mother was an in te rna t iona l l y recog­
nized wr i ter and publisher o f ch i ld ren 's 
books; her father was a lawyer and 
alderman in Vienna. Dr . Scheu was 
also instrumental in s ta r t ing the f i rs t 
post-World War I housing p rogram in 
Vienna and LisI was steeped in hous­
ing fo r most of her school years. 

But the overriding in f luence was 
probably the house in w h i c h she l ived. 
The residence was unusual f o r any 
number of reasons. Most n o t a b l y i t was 
ent irely devoid of ex te r io r deco ra t i on 
—no turrets, bays or gables. Th is ven­
tured on heresy in rocco V i e n n a . " T h e 
giant staircase," as the h o m e came t o 
be called, was considered shock ing . 

The house became a w e l c o m e haven 
fo r artists, wri ters, s tuden ts , f o re ign 
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correspondents—any wayfarer who 
came to Vienna could f ind a welcome 
at the Scheu residence and they all 
said it felt " just l ike home. " They 
came f rom every corner of the w o r l d -
t he Egyptian medical student, the 
French law student, Ezra Pound, John 
G u n t h e r —some stayed fo r dinner, 
others for years. It was one of the few 
places where the Russian and American 
ambassadors could sit down and have 
a nice talk. 

There were frequent chamber music 
programs in the Scheu living room, 
w i th composers and performers f rom 
throughout the wor ld taking part in 
the impromptu sessions. Dione Neutra 
met her husband, architect Richard 
Neutra, while staying at the Scheu 
residence—she was studying cello in 
Vienna, he was a student of Loos. 
Close attributes part of her love for 
cello to listening to practice sessions 
down the hall, and Richard Neutra is 
deeply respected as an architect by 
Close. 

While Close chose architecture as 
her f ield, music has remained a close 
second. She plays cello with the Civic 
Orchestra of Minneapolis, for which 
she practices daily, and is a board 
member of the Minnesota Opera Com­
pany and New Friends of Chamber 
Music. 

The choice of architecture was not 
an easy one in the 1930s- i t was not 
considered a woman's field and the 
curr iculum was stringent. Close com­
mit ted herself, however, and after study 
at the Techische Hochschule, she at­
tended graduate school at the Massa­
c h u s e t t s I n s t i t u t e of Technology 
(MIT) . She had left Vienna and come 

to America because of the anti-woman 
at t i tude at the university there and a 
generally reactionary political climate, 

" M I T was just superb," Close says. 
" I t was a great place to w o r k - n o t at all 
ant i -woman." A n d , perhaps more im­
por tant ly , MIT was in the 20th cen­
tury when it came to architecture. 
Harvard was still drawing Corinthian 
columns and sundry decorations, she 
recalls. 

A f te r graduation she had intended 
to study with Walter Gropius at the 
Bauhaus but it had disbanded. Instead, 
she went to Philadelphia to work on a 
public housing design wi th Oskar Ston 
orov. Commissions for architects were 
in short supply during the Depression 
when the project was completed there 
was l i t t le to expect but unemployment. 

Word came f rom Minnesota that 
there was a housing project being de 
signed in north Minneapolis, Summer 
Field. A fellow MIT classmate, Winston 
Close, recommended LisI for a position 
w i t h the consort ium of design firms 
work ing on it and she became designer 
for t w o years wi th Magney and Tusler, 
forerunners of Setter, Leach and Lind 
Strom. 

In 1938, LisI opened an off ice with 
Winston and shortly afterwards they 
were married. Their first project was 
for cooperative housing, which never 
got o f f the ground, and Winston was 
hold ing down another job with the 
Homeowners Loan Corp. for income. 
During World War I I , Winston was in 
the Navy and the off ice was closed for 
three years. When they came back to 
Minnesota, the Closes bought a large 
home in the Lowry Hill area where 
they lived and worked unt i l they built 

Lis! Close wearing the "Atlantic Post" hat at the Captain's party prior to docking in New York 
in 1935. The Atlantic Post was the ship's newspaper. 
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Roy Close in 1944 

their present off ice 26 years ago, 
located on Frankl in Avenue in Minne­
apolis near the Mississippi River. 

For 15 years the Closes designed 
prefabricated housing for the Page and 
Hil l Co. as well as private residences. 
Today they have more than 100 cus­
tom homes to their credit in Connect­
icut, Virginia, Indiana, Iowa, South Da­
kota, Wisconsin, Idaho, Minnesota and 
Canada, as well as a number of commer­
cial buildings. From the 1940s through 
the 1960s, Winston was a professor of 
architecture at the University of Min­
nesota and campus advisory architect. 
This left LisI w i th major responsi­
bi l i ty for the off ice. 

From the outset. Close Associates 
took a dif ferent tack f rom the popular 
Modern Movement approach to design, 
which related art and architecture w i th 
the machine age. With the Closes, em­
phasis is placed first on site—a low-
profi le blending of site and structure 
r a t h e r t h a n " t a l l , se l f - impor tant" 
buildings that contrast w i th their sur­
roundings. In the manner of Frank 

loyd Wright, " m y husband and I are 
both convinced that you have to use 
the environment and that it is best used 
by disturbing i t as l i t t le as possible," 
according to Close. 

The emphasis is on harmony w i th 
nature and the use of organic materials 
wherever possible—natural l ight, shelt­
ered exposures, natural wood finishes 
cedar, redwood, oiled teak), w i th 

minimal reliance on technology and 
high-maintenance materials. 

What this philsophy has meant, 
n sum, is that "El izabeth Close has 

[created Minnesota's most indigenous 
a rch i tec tu re , " according to Robert 

Roscoe of The Design Collective, who 
has worked for Close Associates. 

Many of the buildings that Close 
has designed, alone or in consort w i th 
her husband, have been published and 
recognized nationally. Because of their 
work, the Closes were named To the 
College of Fellows of the American 
Institute of Architects in 1969, the 
first husband and wife team to be 
named simultaneously. Add i t iona l ly , 
Close has chaired numerous profes­
sional architecture committees on the 
national and local levels. 

When addressed as Minnesota's "pre­
miere woman architect," she gently 
quips "what you mean is, I'm the 
oldest." Indeed, Close was a "woman 
in a rch i t ec tu re " before the media 
created them. She dismisses discussion 
of feminism in architecture as overdone 
at this point—yes, there was prejudice; 
yes, one has to try harder, prove one­
self more—in the end i t is sti l l archi­
tecture. 

She and Winston have raised three 
c h i l d r e n while maintaining a jo int 
marital and professional partnership— 
an admirable accomplishment by any 
standard. Anne teaches German at the 
University of Minnesota, Roy is music 
crit ic for the Minneapolis Star, and 
Robert is a landscape architect. 

Elizabeth Close's consummate archi­
tectural work is most probably her 
Freshwater Biological Institute, Orono, 
Minnesota, for which she received an 
Honor Award f rom the Minnesota 
Society American Institute of Arch i ­
tects, in 1975. It could be said that the 
building represents the culminat ion of 
many experiential streams in Close's 
l ife. The non-prof i t institute is an inter­
national, interdisciplinary center draw­
ing scholars, scientists and laypersons 
together for the study of a matter of 
mutual survival—fresh water. As it 
meanders unobtrusively along the back­
waters of Lake Minnetonka, the Insti­
tute becomes a warm melding of the 
thoroughly modern, yet environmental­
ly correct, design approach. One scien­
tist, who has worked in laboratories all 
over the wor ld , says simply that " i t ' s 
the most humane science building I've 
ever seen." 

It is Close's favorite work to date, 
and deservedly so. It is a quietly spec­
tacular display of a l ifetime's exper­
ience wi th modernism in architecture. • 

Bonnie Richter, an editor and journa­
list, is a frequent contributor to Archi­
tecture l\/linnesota. 
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A Capital 
Idea 

CICC of Minnesota recommends that 
"There shall be retained 5% from each progress payment until 
the work is substantially complete, at which time the Architect 
may recommend release of retained sums in accordance with 
paragraph 9.8, or final payment in full in accordance with para­
graph 9.9." 

We heartily endorse the Construction Industry Cooperative 
Committee's recommendation. The use of retainage is well and 
long established. Its purpose is clear, its need unarguable. Only 
the a m o u n t of retained percentage is in question. 

Establishing the rate of retainage at 5% will mean less money 
tied up over a shorter period of time, a benefit for owner/ 
architect and contractor alike. 

The time has come to reduce retainage. The Piping Industry 
believes that doing so is a capital idea. 
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n o o r c > A Guide to Architecture of IVIinnesota 
By David Gebhard and T o m Mart inson, 
(University of Minnesota Press, Min­
n e a p o l i s ) . 4 6 9 pages. Hardbound 
$14.95, Softbound $8.95. 

Carl Remick. 

David Gebhard and Tom Martinson 
in their recently published A Guide to 
the Architecture of Minnesota have in­
cluded a fine blue-on-gray photograph 
of the I.D.S. Tower (we cannot resist 
seeing the I.D.S. as symbol ic) on their 
book's back cover to be compared wi th 
the photograph of an even cooler, more 
c r y s t a l l i n e structure on the f ron t 
cover. Saint Paul's Winter Carnival Ice 
Palace of 1886. 

Almost ninety years separate the 
two structures. The economy has fluc­
tuated greatly in that per iod as has the 
history of Minnesota. Most of what we 
see of the bui l t environment in Min­
nesota today was constructed during 
that t ime. Those ninety years represent 
also a period when photography ma­
tured to the point that it is now pos­
sible to argue whether or not it is an 
art f o rm. 

No matter, photography is an in-
dispensible architectural too l . We are 

all educated and enter ta inecJ fc>v p h o t o ­
graphs of buildings. 

The photographs i n c l u d e c J • n t h i s 
book are generally e x c e l l e n t ( m o s t , by 
the way, have been t a k e n t > y t he 
authors). You may have s e e n m s n y o f 
them as part o f the B i c e n t e n n i a l e x h i ­
b i t ion "The A r t and A r c h i t e c t r c ^ r e o f 
Minnesota" which t r a v e l l e d tihi rough-
out the state two years a g o . • n t h e 
main body of the tex t t h e r e are e n t r i e s 
in excess of one t h o u s a n d , e a c r h re­
presenting a single b u i l d i n g of note. 
I t is the authors' s ta ted p u r p > o s e t o 
a f ford us "an unders tand ing of s i g n i ­
f icant local archi tectural h i s t o r y ^ - " A 
"pho toh i s t o r y " is p r e s e n t e d . o f 
those over one thousand e n t r i e s , " t h e r e 
are pr in ted photographs f o r b u t o n e 
quarter to one th i rd o f t h e t o t a l . P e r ­
haps the authors are t e l l i n g u s t o g o 
ou t and experience these b u i l d i n g s f o r 
ourselves and to p h o t o g r a p h ! t f - i e m 
ourselves rather than t o r e l y o n t h e 
Guide's pictures. 

The greatest service this b o o k c o i - j l d 
o f do is to make us more a p p r e c i a t i v e 

the past, guard more c lose ly o u r a r o f i i -
tectural heritage and d iscover b u i I d i n g s 
beyond our own county l i nes . I w o L J l d 
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expect that the book wil l succeed in 
doing all these things. 

Logically divided along geographic 
lines, the book's t i t le suggests that i t 
is intended to be a travel companion, a 
" G u i d e , " kept in the glove compart­
ment o f the car rather than displayed 
on a coffee table. As such the book wi l l 
prove t o be invaluable to any student 
of the state's architecture. 

T h e b o o k ' s audience, however, 
should be wider than that of students. 
It w i l l no doubt be easily read and 
appreciated by the general p u b l i c -
except for those parts of the text which 
deal w i th "s ty le . " Fortunately, style 
means more to the authors than mere 
packaging. But this is lost after a whi le 
by the compulsive need to ident i fy 
this building as "Eastlake Revival" 
or that building as "Zigzag Moderne." 
Could anyone ever associated w i th 
the Old Swedish Lutheran Church at 
Mil lvi l le have been aware of the fact 
that their humble place of worship does 
indeed give the effect of a Greek revival 
bui lding wi th Gothic detailing? And 
does that so much matter to us? 

Fortunately for the reader, there 
is a well outl ined glossary near the 
book's end which describes w i th photo­
graphic example and well-outl ined text 

each of these referenced styles. I wish 
all architectural historians could rid 
their writ ings of terms we seem to be 
stuck w i t h such as "The New Bruta-
l i sm" or "The New Formal ism." How 
new are they? Are they still new? 
Was t h e r e , for example, an "Old 
Bruta l ism?" 

There is no question but that thi; 
book is academic and somewhat lofty. 
And i t is a mistake, admittedly, to 
at tempt to read it f rom beginning to 
end. I t was not intended, I am sure, 
to be tackled in this manner. The 
reviewer must, however, study the 
book in its entirety and at once. 
Having done so, there is one overriding 
impression and that is that the text 
is tedious while the photographs are 
fascinating. 

It would have helped, I believe, to 
have had fewer entries and more photos 
of those buildings selected as entries. 
The author should not have had to 
feel obligated to comment on quite so 
many buildings. There are entries with­
out text . This should be acceptable and 
should have been more common. But to 
effect a better balance there should 
have been more photographs, and more| 
photographs more simply captioned. 
It is understandably d i f f i cu l t to make] 
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Eastlake office block 

First Federal Savings and Loan Association 

Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church St.Rose's Catholic Church, near Kenyon 

comments on so many bui ld ings, par­
t icular ly if the c o m m e n t must be 
s c h o l a r l y in t one . The indiv idual 
paragraphs describing or commen t ing 
on a particular ent ry inevi tably be­
come repetit ive. 

The authors wr i te we l l , when no t 
constrained by those t igh t , we igh ty 
a n d s o m e t i m e s t oo personal one-
paragraph descriptions of ind iv idual 
b u i l d i n g s . Most c i t ies, t owns , and 
some neighborhoods receive lead-ins 
that are of suff ic ient length to permi t a 
more relaxed approach t o the tex t , 
some digression and a good a m o u n t of 
valuable, too often over looked , infor­
mat ion. The part that natural land 
features d id or d id n o t p lay in the 
format ion of settlements is discussed 
along w i th the role of the land specu­
lator and transit lines. A f ine appre­
ciat ion of how our ci t ies and towns 
grew is exhibi ted. Simi lar out l ines of 
the development of farmlands and 
the individual farm itself w o u l d be an 
interesting addi t ion. 

M a n y M i n n e s o t a archi tects are 
bound to take this book very personal ly 
and that is all to the good . Some o f 
us wou ld relish the o p p o r t u n i t y to redo 
the book in bits and pieces ( t o include 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
W H E E L C H A I R 

SYMBOLS 

HANDICAPPED 
PARKING ONLY 

6. 
Complete line of 

interior and exterior 
signs & decals 

D E S I G N 
C O M P L I A N C E 

For F R E E i l lustrated price list contact 

ABILITY 
BUILDING 
CENTER, INC. 
1500 1ST AVE. NE 
Rochester, MN 55901 
507/289/1891 

A Non-prof i t Rehabi l i ta t ion C o r p o r a t i o n 

A R R I G O N I B R O T H E R S 

C O M P A N Y 

T E R R A Z Z O • C E R A M I C TILE • M A R B L E 

Epoxy and Cement Exposed Aggregate 
Panels cast in place or precast 

PREEMA S P E C I A L WALL F I N I S H E S 

WALKS 

PATIOS 
CEMENT FLOORS 

Four>d«d in 1927 

BROTHe«9 c o 

817 Vandalia St. 645-9321 St. Paul 

C a r l W . F o g e l b e r g C o . 

H E A D Q U A R T E R S F O R 
B U I L D I N G P A N E L S 

• A L L I A N C E W A L L - Porce­
lain Enamel, Laminated Ve­
neer, Sandwich and Chalk­
board Panels 

• ERDLE P E R F O R A T I N G CO. 
— Three Dimensional Panels 

• W O L V E R I N E P O R C E L A I N 
E N A M E L I N G CO. - A r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l Porce la in enamel 
panels 

• 0.0. M c K I N L E Y CO., INC . 
— S p e c i a l t y Pane ls a n d 
Enclosed Walkways 

• WALCON CORP. - Meta l 
Bui ld ing Panels and Louvers 

C A L L 646-7306 
276 N. Snelling Av., St. Paul, Mn. 

55104 
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Art l-.xixmsioti of 

Soil I.n^iiwrriiiii 

Sen ices, liu 
BR/lUn 
ENGINEERING TESTING 

M I N N E A P O L I S / S T PAUL •̂ M . j r i , K ; . l , MpK ,Mn y : 
NORTHERN MINNESOTA E lyth A . '.' •46 218 263 8869 
CENTRAL MINNESOTA. . '00 Osseo 'Ave N St Cloud. Mr 5 6 3 0 1 / 6 1 . ' 

Test Borings. Inspection of Construct ion. Mater ia l Testing 
of Soils, Concrete.-Bituminous and Bui ld ing Components 

S O I L T E S T I N G S E R V I C E S 

O F MINNESOTA. INC. 

C o n s u l t i n g Geotechnical 
and M a t e r i a l s Engineers 

2405 ANNAPOLIS LANE, SUITE 280 • PHONE 612-559-1900 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55441 

SOD GODDRICH AVENUE 

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 551D5 

(e i2 ) e9B-1574 

I A N A . M D R T D N 

C O N S U L T A N T • A R C H I T E C T U R A L A C O U S T I C S 

c u j i n c i c v c e s c i n p 
anc ] enQ ineen r iQ la tsoracorut inc. 

66? CROMWELL AVENUE 
ST PAUL. MN 55114 
P H O N E 6I?'645-3601 

COMPLETE TESTING SERVICES IN : 

soil mechanics, foundation engineer­
ing; construct ion materials; NDT 
and metallurgic analysis; chemical 
analysis. 

r 
ENGINEERS 
SURVEYORS 

SOIL TESTING 

515 2 3 2 7231 

ames engineering and testing co 
a subsidiary of >' 
2 0 1 0 e a s t 1 3 t h s t r e e t • a m e s , i o w a 5 0 0 1 0 

5 SUB-SURFACE INVESTIGATIONS \ 

I f f ENGINEERING 
— Analysis 
— Recommendalions 

W — Consultation 

SON. expusnat ion FIELD INVESTIGATIONS 

companv LABORATORY TESTS 
662 CROMWELL AVENUE 

LABORATORY TESTS 
S T P A U L . M N 55114 
PHONE 61? 645 6446 
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Stepped gable 
Cartouche 
Grotesque 
Volute buttress 

picture of Pillsbury Hall on the Uni-
e r s i t y o f Minnesota campus, for 

ample, as a trade for the Pelican 
apid's Pelican Statue). None of us 
ould particularly wish to be start ing 
om scratch on a project of this size, 
nd for this we are all to be thankfu l 

the authors and all those they credit 
the book's foreword. 
Without this book, I wou ld probably 

ever have known of many remarkable 
uildings. Some of the photographs 
eserve to f ind their way onto the 
ver of this magazine at some future 

such as the A f t o n Mil l (Bahne-
ann Barn) or Saint Rose's Church 
Kenyon. 

As I look again at these photos, in 
e context of the book it occurs that 
irt o f their effectiveness and special-

ess is gained by the fact that they are 
atively small on the page, surround-
by a great deal of text . This seem-

gly contradicts my previous obser-
ition that there is too much tex t 

nd too few photos. Yet it is more 
portant to include only that which 
3 d s t o be stated. Layout wi l l fo l low, 

he larger photos in the "Pho toh is to ry " 
ear the end of the book are not, by 
ay of i l lustration, nearly as effective 

^ those in the main body text . 

Al l readers should take the authors' 
|ijggestion that other examples of Min-
esota's buildings be forwarded to 

| i e m for possible inclusion in future 
dit ions. In 1984 the National Con-
e n t i o n of the American Inst i tute 
f Architects wil l be held in the Tw in 
;ities. It is important that this book 

•e updated then. The architects of 
lis state have an excellent base upon 
'hich to build. 

Car/ Remick is an architect with the 
rchitectural Alliance, Minneapolis, and a 
lember of the Architecture Minnesota Com­
mittee of the Minnesota Society American 
istitute of Architects. 

New Architectural Guide is One of a 
Kind. 

Students, tourists, preservationists, 
archi tects- in short, anyone interested 
in buildings—will have use for Identify­
ing American Architecture: A Pictorial 
Guide to Styles and Terms, 1600-
1945, by John J.-G. Blumenson ( to be 
pub l i shed 3 October 1977. Paper-
bound, vii i 120 pages. $6.75; $4.50 
to A A S L H members, AASLH) . 

Identifying American Architecture 
answers a long-felt need in a unique 
manner. It allows the reader to visually 

associate real buildings w i t h its 214 
photographs and to ident i fy architec­
tural styles, elements, and orders. No 
other book does this. 

Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, architectural 
wri ter and cr i t ic of global renown, notes 
in his foreword that after recognizing 
these styles " y o u wi l l be capable of 
making your own value judgements; I 
need scarcely add that sound value 
judgements are essential if in the end 
you want to plead for the preservation 
of the best." 

What architectural styles are found 
in y o u r n e i g h b o r h o o d —Georgian, 

l^uality and 
value sell! Your customers 

recognize quality and value when they 
ceramic tiles from RoUin B. Child inc. 
k and sell Romany-Spartan. Franciscan, Metropolitan, Summit-

Tile and other fine lines of domestic and imported tiles f rom 
all over the world. 

Your ciiStOmers are always eager to buy ceramic tiles 
tytc 
hild 

the carton or the trucklqad. 

1 ^ _ thfet lend a graceful beauty to any commercial or 
'^Vedldential structure. Rollin B. Child Inc. has them by 

Ik 

(612) 
938-2785 R O L L I N B 

•420 Excelsior Avenue West, P.O. Box 3af. Hop 
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prair ie, internat ional , Spanish, Colonial 
revival? 

Have you ever been intrigued by a 
beaut i fu l bui ld ing and wondered when 
i t was bui l t , or how to describe it, or 
what combinat ions of elements were 
used in it? 

More a glove compartment or top-
of-the-desk book than a coffee table 
vo lume, identifying American Archi­
tecture answers such questions w i th a 
t ex t kept t o a m in imum. The book was 
designed to be used—to be carried about 
and kept handy and referred to of ten. 

Identifying American Architecture 
has three sections: styles, index, and 
a p ictor ia l glossary. The styles section 
uses three or four exterior views for 
each of the 39 styles; the sixteen-page 

Gable Details 

index is pr in ted on contrasting paper 
i n large type ; and the extensive pic­
to r i a l glossary provides a closer look at 
m a n y d i f ferent roofs, porches, wall 
f inishes, doors, windows, and so fo r th . 
Every photograph is keyed to an ex­
p lanatory legend by small numbered 
do t s point ing out characteristic fea­
tures. 

John J.-G. Blumenson is an archi­
tectura l historian whose work w i t h the 
Nat ional Trust for Historic Preserva­
t i o n and Canada's Heritage Trust led 
h i m to at tempt in his f irst book to assist 
people of all walks of l ife in appre­
c ia t ing the architecture around them. 
His e f fo r ts , including trips to the 
of f ices of the Historic American Bui ld­
ings Survey fo r most of the book's 
photographs, have resulted in Identi­
fying American Architecture. 

Susan Davis 

MESSRS. LATROBE AND RICHARD­
SON, MEET TODAY'S B U I L D I N G 
CODES-1 

Can the works of Benjamin Latrobe, 
H.H. Richardson and other earlier 
architects meet today's bui lding code 
provisions? 

In other words, how should a gov­
ernment unit apply contemporary 
building codes to the rehabil i tation 
of a building designed and constructed 
in pre-code times? 

Can a mansion's elegant, sweeping 
staircase be retained, for example, 
or must it be sacrificed for a f i reproof 
stair well? 

Or, must doors that swing in origi­
nally be rehung to swing outward? 

Such questions and hundreds more 
are being asked wi th greater frequency 
as the historic preservation movement 
grows in participants and in the 
number of adaptations, rehabil itations 
and restorations of still usable old 
buildings, and solutions are being 
found. 

The problems and some of the 
answers are explored in Preservation & 
Building Codes, a publication of the 
National Trust for Historic Preserva­
tion's Preservation Press. 

The illustrated softbound book con­
tains 25 papers given by architects, 
bui lding code officials and preserva­
tionists at the first national conference 
held on the subject. Sponsor of the 
conference was the Trust, w i th 11 
cosponsors. 

Papers in the book f irst explore 
current issues and current solutions, 
d e a l i n g w i t h h is to r ic preservation 
work in New Orleans, Seattle, New 
York , Richmond and Alexandria, Va., 
and other communit ies. 

These are fol lowed by a section on 
national code organizations. Topics of 
discussion include the fo l lowing: 

—Historic buildings and the Basic, 
Un i fo rm, Standard and National Build­
ing Codes. 

—Application of the Li fe Safety 
Code to historic preservation work . 

—Occupational Safety and Health 
Administrat ion (OSHA) interest in 
building requirements. 

Future directions are also discussed 
in the book. For example: 

The Advisory Council on Historic 

KOHLER 

BOLD 
CR4FISMEN 
SINCE 1873 

KOHLER 
DISTRIBUTORS 

ARE 

Baker Mfg. Company 
Minneapolis 

Hartley Supply Co. 
St. Cloud and 
Brainerd 

Goodin Company 
Minneapolis and 
St. Paul 

Graybow-Daniels Company 
Minneapolis 

Heles Supply Company 
Worthington 

A.J. Koeh Company 
Si. Paul 

Marshall Northwest Pipe 
Fittings, Inc. 

Ma rshall 

A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. 
Miiuieapolis and 
Rochester 

North State Supply Corp 
Duluth 

Wilson Supply Co. 
Albert Lea and 
Mankato 
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Preservation, said Associate Legal 
Counsel John M. Fowler, was attempt­
ing to smooth the path for variances 
f rom OSHA for historic buildings. 

Will iam B. Lane, A I A , a practicing 
architect in St. Louis and chairman of 
the Committee on Historic Resources 
of the American Institute of Arch i ­
tects, promised that the commit tee 
would review the conference and make 
definite recommendations to the A I A 
Board of Directors. "As things are 
progressing now, " he said, " i t is a 
matter of convincing the various bui ld­
ing codes organizations to include a 
section that gives discretionary powers 
to building officials when historic 
buildings are considered." 

The National Trust for Historic Pre­
servation hoped " t o continue to serve 
as a communication vehicle both in 
responding to issues coming to its 
attention and in bringing those issues 
to the attention of national code 
organizations," said Russell V. Keune, 
A I A . 

Keune, vice president for preserva­
t ion services of the Trust, also sug­
gested that a series of case studies 
and models for the application of 
building codes to historic structures 
might be developed. 

The book concludes wi th sum­
maries f rom the code off icial 's view 
and from the architect's view. 

Leo J. Cantor, PE, a commissioner 
of buildings in Richmond, Va., pre­
pared the summary from the code 
official 's point of view. 

Stressing that his comments "are 
those of an individual bui lding code 
o f f i c ia l , " he said that code o f f i ­
cials, architects and preservationists 
"are all working toward the same ob­
ject ive." 

" I t is apparent," he said, " t ha t 
restoration of historic structures is 
taking place even under current con­
straints of codes and standards. The 
problem area is how to execute re­
storations in the most effective manner 
w i thou t being inhibited by 'indis-
crimate' interpretation of the bui ld ing 
code regulations and standards." 

Later in his summary. Cantor said, 
"We have to rely on good fa i th . Cer­
tainly the members of the National 
Trust are not advocating the exploi ta­
t ion of properties. What we are most 
concerned wi th is how to preserve the 
historic ambience while al lowing for 
adaptation of historic buildings for 
current use." 

The architect's view was that no 
responsible professional would want or 

seek a blanket waiver f rom bui ld ing 
codes for rehabi l i tat ion of older bui ld­
ings. 

Presenting this view was Nicholas 
H. Holmes, Jr., A I A , senior archi tect 
w i th Holmes & Geer, member of the 
Archi tectural Review Board of Mo­
bile, Ala. , and a former chairman of 
the A l A ' s Commit tee on Histor ic Re­
sources. 

Holmes asked, " C o u l d not some 
provision be introduced in to all codes 
delineating technical competency re­
quired of persons on any board of 
appeals or review commit tee? 

"The problem of adapt ing o ld 
buildings to new uses is not going to 
go away. It is going to be here f r o m 
now on , and that is w h y this is an 
impor tant conference. We have all 
gained a better understanding of pre­
servation problems and the knowledge 
that through cooperat ion, inventive­
ness and imagination, acceptable solu­
t ions can be devised." 

Copies of Preservation & Building 
Codes are available at $4 .00 f r o m the 
Archi tectural Center, 4 0 2 N.W. Sky­
way, Saint Paul 5 5 1 0 1 . 

NEW BOOKS OF I N T E R E S T T H I S 
M O N T H : 

Lifespace. Spiros Zakas w i t h Mar­
garet Miner. Macmil lan. 14.00. 

Zakas' theory of design concerns 
the def in i t ion of l uxu ry . " F o r h i m 
luxury does not depend on the quan­
t i ty of costliness of the objects y o u 
put into space; it arises f r o m the way 
you experience space." 16 fu l l co lo r 
photographs, 57 black and w h i t e pho to ­
graphs, and 22 line drawings. 

St. Paul: Saga of an American City . 
Virginia Brainard Kunz. St . Paul Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 19.95. 

"The history of the c i t y t o the pre­
sent showing how much of o l d Saint 
Pau l is s t i l l present today in its 
streets, homes, bui ldings, and parks 
and also in the progressive and adven­
turous spirit of its c i t i zens . " 

Big Art: Megamurals and Super-
graphics, Environmental Communica­
tions. Running Press. 6.95. 

"The Mural Movement is one of the 
most positive and beaut i fu l legacies of 
the spir i t and change of the '60 's . 
Psychedel ic art never survived b u t 
street paintings d id , and n o w they 
adorn what were once some of the 
drear iest walls in pract ica l ly every 
major c i ty in Nor th A m e r i c a . " A l l co lo r 
photographs. 
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Granite. 
Not-so-pedestrian plazas 

for pedestrians. 

Architect: Joe Karr & Associates, Chicago, IL 
Sturr Young. Associate Architect, Oak Park, IL 

Architect: Murphy Levy Wurman, Philadelphia, PA 
Project Architect: Vincent Maieilo, Philadelphia, PA 

SECTION 

S- • . 3 - L S.S. Dowel 14) Bott 
Em. Can Pc. 1 0 Ft. End* 

G r a n i t e is the e l i te pav ing mater ia l for plazas, wa lkways and mal l areas 
w h e r e a comb ina t i on of beauty, durab i l i ty and ease of main tenance is 
r equ i red . 
G ran i t e is a natura l bu i ld ing mater ia l and it natural ly comp lements the 
l andscap ing por t ions of your a rch i tec tu ra l design. A wide se lect ion of fea­
tu res inc lud ing founta ins and seat ing areas are avai l ­
a b l e to enhance the overa l l appea rance of your pro ject . 
For more in fo rmat ion , p lus a packet of ful l color l i tera­
t u r e i l lus t ra t ing our p roduc ts in use, cal l (612) 685-3621 
o r wr i te to the address be low. 

C o l d S p r i n g G r a n i t e C o m p a n y , Dept. F 2 0 2 south 3rd Avenue, Cold spring, MN 56320 

T h e Archi tectura l Center BookB 
store in Saint Paul has expanded il 
stock this year to include cards, caler 
dars, children's books, toys, unique anj 
unusual gifts. Our book department 
also greatly expanded. We now stoc| 
all the pertinent codes and standarc 
for Minnesota and offer a special orde 
service (1.00 fee) for books not on 01 
shelves. We have enlarged our art anj 
photography sections and welcome sue 
gestions for titles you would like t| 
see there. 

In the near future we wi l l be carr^ 
ing the fol lowing magazines on a regi 
lar basis: Japan Architect, Architectur< 
Digest, Artforum, Interiors, Resldei 
tial Interiors, and Environment. 

Each month in these pages we wi 
list new tit les and interesting itei 
that we have acquired. 

Botanical Prints. Henry Evans. WI 
Freeman and Co. 25.00. 

"Henry Evans has brought a ne\fl 
f lowering to the art of l inocut p r i n« 
ing. His great strength and craftmai 
ship, coupled wi th an unerring sens 
of rhy thm and design, satisfy th 
critical eyes of the botanist and th 
a r t i s t al ike." 33 full color plateJ 
29 reproductions in black and whit 
and text which includes a firstham 
account of employed techniques . 
One of Susan Davis' favorites! 

H o r i z o n s . Norman Bel Gedd( 
Dover. 6.95 

"Wi th the help of 222 design] 
photographs and historical example] 
Bel Geddes shows us alternatives 
the dul l mechanization that many h< 
considered an inescapable product > 
industrialism . . . . It is an essentil 
addit ion to the libraries of desig 
s t u d e n t s , art ists. A r t Deco buff i 
theatre fans, or anyone interested 
the potential of artistic design in i| 
dustrial l i f e . " 

After Ninety. Imogen Cunninghar) 
University o f Washington Press. 

"The portraits in this book are 
result of the direct confrontation lm( 
gen made w i t h the issues of life fd 
those who were either, like hersell 
past ninety, or "after n inety" in 
seeking sense . . . . Together they co 
stitute a unique testament to the co 
d i t ion of o ld age—in its courage, 
wisdom, its beauty, its dignity, i 
despair, and its loneliness." 
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inTroGUCing ine rue snowroonn 
with a total approach 

Room Settings / Product Selection / Professionai Services 

1 

As photographed at our new minnesota tile sketchPook showroom in the Leisure Lane ma l l in Edina 

Research among architects and designers 
identified the need for a visual center where a 
wide range of better tile could be "seen and 
touched" in a variety of room settings and 
display vignettes. A place where current 
professional preferences in product pattern 
and color could be carefully examined in one 
aesthetically pleasing location. The result Is 
minnesota tile sketchbook. 

We invite you to visit. Professionals who hove 
been here soy our selection has been very 

beneficial in their design planning...and our » 
displays a most appropriate setting to bring 
clients. Furthermore, our service has proven to 
be time saving when meeting their specification 
and delivery requirements. 

For further information CALL (612) 925-2070 
or write minnesota tile sketchbook at 
7101 France Avenue South, Edina, MN 55435 

minnesota 



Tl>c Professiopafe 
Professiopal 

Ii>sulatiot>. 
Raylite expanded polystyrene offers you all the 
versatility you are looking for in a building insulation 
material. It can be purchased as a rigid boardstock or as 
a water repellant masonry fill. 

Commercial • Industrial • Residential 

• low thermal conductivity 
• low moisture-vapor permeability 
• high strength to weight ratio 
• dimensional stability 
• easy installation 
• economical 
Manufacturing, fabrication, design, 
consulting, technical assistance. 

MINNESOTA DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS, INC. 
St. Paul , MN Phone (612) 645-4654 

ENVIRONMENTS INC. 
Traditionally Contemporary 

F A B R I C A T E D T O Y O U R 

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S 

• I n d i v i d u a l c a s e w o r k 

• S t o r e F i x t u r e s 

have been recommended as historical^ 
significant by that City's Heritagi 
Preservation Commission. The Com( 
Conservatory is credited wi th socia 
significance and is the only survivin 
Victor ian freestanding crystal palac 
conservatory in the state. The 191-
structure is a major achievement o 
Frederick Nussbaumer, a developer o 
the ci ty 's parks and boulevard system 
The McGil l house was built in 188 
in the Queen Anne style of the perioi 
for its original owner, Andrew McGil 
who was governor of Minnesota fror 
1886 to 1888. The Spangenber 
House was bui l t between 1864 an 
1967 and is the oldest house in the 
part of the ci ty. Frederic Spangenberc 
a farmer and milk producer, built th 
s'c ie structure as a pioneer farmhous 
on what was then open prairie. Bot 
the Saint Paul and Minneapolis Her 
tage Preservation Commissions are pn 
sently headed by architects. The chai 
man of the Minneapolis HPC 
W i l l i a m S c o t t . The Sa in t Pai 
HPC is chaired by Bernard Jacob, th 
editor of Architecture Minnesota. 

mahin 
INCORPORATED 

^^CjL^walz 

IwiOCIwV i l V O K I 
FIRST IN WALLS THAT MOVE 

mahin 
INCORPORATED 

^ ^ s ^ w a l z 

WMf%fM^ " " i i f r i l t f l 

FIRST IN WALLS THAT MOVE 
NEW LOCATION 
14324 Stewart Lane 
Minnetonka, MN 55343 
Ph. 935-7759 
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jear editor: 

I spent a fine day last week w i th my 
d pal, Ralph Rapson. I happened to 
e your publication Minnesota Archi-
ct and would like very much to sub-
:ribe to it. 

I am currently teaching at Harvard 
id in my eighth year at The Archi-
icts Col laborat ive, and there are 
my Minnesotans here that would 
:e to keep in touch. 

If possible, I would like to begin 
ith your November-December 1977 
sue (10 Commandments of Archi-
icture). Congratulations on your suc-
issl 

Michael F. Gebhart 

A U T O M A T I C LAWN 
Sprinkler Systems 

ORG offers many different sprinkler 
izes and variations to handle any k ind 
f watering situation. Backed w i th 50 
ears of innovative TORO engineering 
nd turf care experience. 

Lawn and Turf Sprinkling Systems 

TORO 
Call 475-2200. That's all you need 

know — Minnesota Toro knows the rest. 

Law School building, University of Minnesota, won highest honors 
in 1977 competition sponsored by American School and University 
magazine. Multi-level segments have 17 inch earth topping, plants, 
to reduce heat loss through roofs. It has other energy saving 
features. Leonard Parker Associates, architects: Bor-Son 
Construction Inc., general contractors. 

A new veneer plaster gives the Law School building the 
tough, durable interior university buildings demand. 

Now, benefits of plaster — hard, dense surface, 
damage resistant, easy to maintain — can be obtained 
without going to three coat 3/4 inch plaster. 

New veneer plaster saves costs. Less material is used 
— it's only 1/16 to 3/32 inch thick. And it applies very 
fast. 

Good reasons the Law School and many other recent 
projects have used veneer plaster interiors. Yours may 
be the next. 

For veneer plaster design data, or 
facts on other veneer plaster 
projects, Just call the answer man, 
Clint Fladland, at 645-0208. 

MINNESOTA LATHING & 
PLASTERING BUREAU 
795 Raymond Avenue 
St. Paul, Minn. 551 14 
Phone: (612) 645-0208 
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S t a n ' s Door Services 
S A L E S • I N S T A L L A T I O N • 24 H O U R S E R V I C E 

dAW E l e c t r i c 

S w i n g i n g & S l i d i n g 

D o o r s 

c y 4 u t o m a l i c 

S e l f - c o n t a i n e d 

O p e r a t o r s 

Phone 784-7024 
4111 85th Avenue N.E. 

St. Paul, MN 55112 

remier 
does it right 
electrically. 

NCE 190Z 

Installation and mainte­
nance of industrial 
machinery and equip­
ment - printing presses, 
rolls, process control, 
computer control, 
assembly line control, 
in-plant distribution 
systems; to makers' 
requirements or engineer­
ing plans and specifica­
tions. Any electrical 
need. 

P R E M I E R 
E L E C T R I C A L CONSTRUCTION C O . 
115 East Grant Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 
(612) 332-7393 

North Dakota AIA 
Design Awards 

Four buildings designed by tw( 
Fargo architectural firms were recentlvj 
named to receive awards in the Fi^l 
teenth Annual Design Awards prograrrB 
of the North Dakota Chapter of thi 
American Institute of Architects. Pro 
ject5. receiving awards were the Fargt 
N a t i o n a l Bank Building in Fargo| 
Upson Engineering Building at thi 
University of North Dakota in Gram 
Forks, Breckenridge Nursing Home i 
B r e c k e n r i d g e , Minnesota, and th( 
Kranzler Residence in Moorhead, Min 
nesota. 

The Kranzler Residence was de 
signed by Design-7, L td . of Fargo. Thi 

Merit Award, Design-7 Ltd.. The Kranzlej 
Residence, Moorhead, Minnesota 

Merit Award, Foss Engelstad Foss, Architect 
Engineer, Corbett Dehnert, Architects, Th( 
Fargo National Bank Building, Fargo. NortI 
Dakota 
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argo National Bank Building was de­
igned by a Joint Venture of Corbett, 
)ehnert Architects and Foss Engelstad 
nd Foss Architects of Fargo. The Foss 
ngelstad Foss firm also designed the 
reckenridge Nursing Home and the 

^ p s o n Engineering Building. 
The award jury consisted of Winni-

eg architects Gus Darosa, Ernie Walter, 
Ian Forester and John Petersmeyer. • 

|1erit Award, Foss Engelstad Foss, Architect/ 
ngineer , Breckenridge Nursing Home, 
reckenridge, Minnesota 

|/lerit Award, Foss Engelstad Foss, Architect/ 
ngineer, Upson Engineering, Phase II, Grand 
orks. North Dakota 

for 
over 
90 years 

we've done 
fight by wood 

From the world's finest 
hardwoods, we turn out 
mi l lwork any archi tect 
would be proud of ~ 
Deluding fine matched 

cabinetry executed to 
your exacting plans and 
specifications. 
Contact Don Boehmer, 
Jr., Roger Barlau or Rod 
Davies and learn about 
some recent installations 
that prove we do right by 
wood. 

LUMBEFt CO 
217 Como Ave., St. Paul. MN 55103 

(612) 488-2525 
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Preformed Steel Siding 
Standing Rib Roofing & Siding 
Porcelain on Steel 
Porcelain on Aluminum 
Copper Laminated to Plywood 
Colored Aluminum Laminated to Plywood 
Stone Aggregate on Plywood 
Formica Clad Interior Walls 

'"Insure Panels for 

Inryco and Elwin G. Smith 
Kaiser Zip Rip 

Kaiser Mirawal 
Mapes 

Revere Copper 
Panel 15 

Sanspray 
TMI Systems 

opper Ld..... 
yOlored Aluminum Laminaxev^ . 
Stone Aggregate on Plywood 
Formica Clad Interior Walls TMi c , - . 
Insulated Closure Panels for Double Tee Decks Benoit Closure Panels 
Cement Asbestos Wall Systems We Have Them All 

We will fabricate any laminated panel combination or 
shape you can think of 

WE DISTRIBUTE. FABRICATE & ERECT! 

0 
Keiioit Inc. 
635 North Prior Avenue 
St. Paul. Minnesota 55104 
Inter State (800) 328-1436 
Intra State (612) 646-1387 

I 

• E X T E R I O R - - I N T E R I O R -
- I N D U S T R I A L • P U B L I C I T Y • 

Complete serv ice of publicity materials- PHOTOGRAPHY 
eB1S1636-BaS2 

Construction 
Industry Finishing 
on Upswing 

Construction markets scored a 
other large gain in November wit 
$10.4 bil l ion of newly-contracted pr 
jects reported by McGraw-Hill Info 
mat ion Systems Company's F.W.Dodi 
division. The latest month's total w 
a 20 per cent improvement over th 
year-ago amount. 

N o v e m b e r ' s seasonally-adjuste 
Dodge Index of total constructic 
contract value advanced to 258, a ga 
of six per cent f rom October's 24J 
(1967=100). 

"Sustained demand for housing ahj 
a solid improvement in contracti 
for nonresidential buildings were t f f l 
dominant features of 1977's closi 
months for the construct ion industry 
i t was noted by George A. Christi 
vice president and chief economist f 
F.W. Dodge. 'These basic strengtif 
po int the way to fur ther expansion 
1978," he added. 

November contracts for nonre 
dential buildings, total ing $3.1 i 
l ion, were 17 per cent above th 
year-earlier amount. 

" I n sharp contrast to the patte 
of recent months, when commerc 
and industrial building set the pace 
the nonresidential sector, Novembe 
gains were concentrated among publ 
ly- f inanced projects—schools, pub 
administration buildings, and recre 
tional facilit ies-suggesting that Rou 
II of the Public Works Ac t is beginn 
to have its stimulative effect," 
Dodge economist observed. 

"For the f irst eleven months 
1977, however, commercial and 
dustrial building was ahead of 1976| 
pace by a solid 26 per cent, wh\ 
institutional bui lding showed only 
three per cent gain, w i th all of th 
coming in November," Christie said. 

November's $5.3 bi l l ion of contrac 
f o r resident ial structures extendd 
1977's large margin over the previoJ 
year by another month . The Novemb 
amount, which was up 40 per cent fro 
the same month a year earlier, brougl] 
the 1977 total for eleven months 
$57.2 billion—also 40 per cent ov 
the amount for the same period 
1976. 

"Analysis of 1977 housing da 
shows tha t the typical one-fami 
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home bui l t this year had 1,420 square 
• f e e t of living space, and in that re­

peat was virtually identical w i th its 
1976 counterpart. However, the cost 
)f building such a house, exclusive of 
and, was nearly nine per cent higher 
n 1977," Christie said. 

Contracting for nonbui ld ing con-
t r u c t i o n declined 12 per cent in 

pMovember to $2.0 bi l l ion despite a 
trong volume of public works projects. 

Responding to the stimulus of extra 
•ederal funding, highway construct ion 
oared 62 per cent in November, while 
ewer and water projects were up 22 
»er cent. Electric u t i l i t y construct ion 
vas off sharply, however. 

For the second consecutive mon th , 
lot a single major electric power plant 
vas started anywhere in the United 
tates," Christie noted, adding, ' T h i s 
oid fol lows a period of record act ivi ty 
n ut i l i ty construction resulting in a 
otal of $19 bil l ion in new projects 

pduring the first nine months of 1977. " 
A t the end of eleven months, the 

otal value of contracts for all con-
truct ion init iated in 1977 was $128.9 
i l l ion, up 25 per cent f rom the same 
eriod last year, and greater than 
976's fu l l year total by $15 b i l l ion. 

New Patent Appl ied for Dev ice that wil l 
tnake some sense out of the energy conser ­
vation craze . A n ingenious thermosta t j a c k e t , 
uily insulated, wil l help y o u save heating 
osts right at the source of the p r o b l e m : the 
emperature c o n t r o l . Save m o n e y insulat-
ng your house, instal l ing doub le glazing, 
tc . Be sensible, order a free trial d e m o n s t r a -
lon of this unusua l , and yet so simple 
•atent App l ied for Dev ice . Wri te , enc los ing 
he thermostat manufac tu re r ' s name and 

ierial number . Send $3.56 to cover postage 
ind handl ing, A M B o x 1 0 3 T . 

WHAT GIVES THE POINT OF FRANCE 
IT'S LONG LASTING FINISH? 

THORO 
SYSTEM 
PRODUCTS 
• Thoroseal Bedcote 
• Thoroglaze 

T H O R O S E A L B E D C O T E is a waterproofed, mi l l m ixed, f in ish coat for 
Portland cement plaster exposed (or flush) aggregate panels. I t 
consists of cement, the proper silica in the correct mesh sizes, an t i -
shrink and plasticizing agents. 
T H O R O G L A Z E is sprayed on for a self-cleaning f in ish and a pleasing 
luster. 

For waterproofing, restoring, protecting 
and correcting concrete, specify 

Thoro System Products. 

C O N R R O 
UNIVERSITY AT30TH A V E N U E N.E. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55418 

(612)781-9583 

C c r a m - t r a z 
H a s t h e S y s t e m s ! 

^jF' When you talk about 
Spccicil Finishes in floor and wall systems 

callus 612-929-1625 
and we'll give you the right answers. 

" T h e Cadi l lac o f F l o o r a n d W a l l S y s t e m s " 

6500 Oxford Street f^inneapolis, Minnesota 55426 
CORPORATION 
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Does America 
need more 
government 
regulation? 
Or less? 
Your informed opinion is important. 
That's why we're offering a free 
booklet that explains the American 
Economic System. It is interesting and 
easy to read. Every 
American 
ought to know 
what it says 
For a free 
copy, write: 
"Economies', 

r o t ! ° H n I T h e A m e r i c 

a n d y o i ir pQi 
in it. 

y-^N. A public servire ol The Advertising f * T i I 
Council & U S Department ol Commerce ĝĵ J 
presented by this Magazine 
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Ability Building 

Center, Inc 33 
Fred G. Anderson, 

Inc Cover II 
Arrigoni Brothers Co 33 
Benoit, Inc 4 4 
Carney Insulation 29 
Ceram-traz Corp 4 5 
Rollin B. Child Inc 35 
Cold Spring Granit Co 38 
Conpro 45 
Drake Marble Co 29 
Environments Inc 4 0 
Carl W. Fogelberg Co 33 
Grazzine Brothers 

& Co 28 
Hirshfield's 6 
Kohler Co 36 
Minnesota Brick 32 
Minnesota Ceramic Tile 

Industry Cover IV 
Minnesota Diversified 

Products, Inc 4 0 

Minnesota Lathing & 
Plastering Bureau 41 

Minnesota Masonry 
Institute 14 

Minnesota Tile Sketchbook.39 
Minnesota Toro 41 
W.E. Neal Slate Co 28 
C.W. Olson, Inc 31 
Pella Products 10 
Piping Industry Development 

Council 30 
Premier Electrical 

Construction Co 42 
Prestressed Concrete, 

Inc Coverlll 
Saari & Forrai Photography. 44 
Sermac of the Twin Cities.. 31 
Shaw Lumber Co 43 
J.L. Shiely Co 4 
Sims Ltd 26 
Snow Larson, Inc 8 
Stan's Door Services 42 
Stewart Lumber Co., Inc . . 34 
Warner Contractors 

Supplies 32 
Wells Concrete Products 

Co 12 

Decks and patios that last a lifetime 

Wolmanized 
Pressure-Treated Lumber 

Preferred by 
Architects and 
Home Builders 

G. M. STEWART LUMBER COMPANY, INC 

A subsidiary of LONE STAR INDUSTRIES 

421 JOHNSON ST. N.E. 
MINNEAPOLIS , MINNESOTA 55413 
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