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RENOVATING THE STEARNS BUILDING

TOOK FLEXIBILITY AND IMAGINATION.

AND A HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM
WITH A LITTLE OF BOTH.

Transforming Detroit’s ninety-year-old Stearns Building
into The Lofts At Rivertown took more than good design
sense. It took expert knowledge, too. Especially when it
came to the heating and cooling system. That’s where
Detroit Edison’s team of professional consultants stepped
in. Working with the architectural firm of Schervish
Vogel Merz, we were able to find a system that fit tenants’
needs as well as it fit the building. To find out how we

can do the same for you, give us a call at (313) 237-9223.

troit
dison

A good part of your life.
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FORUM

Question Of
Balance

o spend your time by the

Michigan shoreline is to enjoy some of the world’s finest fresh-
water coast. From the western shore of Lake Erie near Monroe to
the rugged coast of Lake Superior at Copper Harbor, Michigan
boasts thousands of miles of beautiful beaches and spectacular
scenery. And now that summer has grudgingly arrived, we head
north (or south, or east, or west — water is everywhere in and
around Michigan) to enjoy the experience. Our experience will be
shaped not just by sitting on the beach and soaking up the sun, it

will be influenced by a sense
of place in the buildings that
we use. We want to eat by the
water, sleep by the water, shop
by the water, even attend con-
certs by the water’s edge.

But there seems to be an in-
herent conflict in all of this. As
citizens, we carry with us the
stewardship of the natural en-
vironment that has been
passed down to our genera-
tion. As architects, we are
charged with the creation of
the built environment, which
also brings along responsibili-
ties to clients and to the
profession. These two notions,
when brought together, beg
many questions. Is architec-
ture an intrusion on the shore-
line? Can architecture enhance
the waterfront experience and
still respect it? In theory, the

answers are yes. In practice
the results are, at best, mixed.

Waterfront development has
oftentimes lacked the sensitiv-
ity necessary to avoid the con-
flict between natural and built
environments. Projects were
built which infringed on the
dune, or cleared the site, or
blocked the view, and the
results were lousy. However, a
renewed spirit of cooperation
has helped us to answer these
questions in a more positive
way.

In developing this issue, we
sought to feature projects with
a sense of what this conflict is,
and how it can be addressed
through creative design ef-
forts.

There is a unique sense of
place at the shoreline which
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varies with our rivers and
lakes, a sense of beauty and
grandeur which is fragile and
easily damaged. To build at
the water’s edge is to blend the
natural and built environ-
ments, and to create design so-
lutions as unique as the site
demands. Successful building
projects find the sensitivity of
balance and live within its
boundaries.

Do these projects succeed in
finding the balance? You be
the jury! The variety is great,
ranging from places to live, to
places to work, and also places
to play. MSA architects have
taken up the challenge to work
with clients and government
to design places that are
respectful of the shoreline and
responsive to the needs of
users. We want this relation-
ship to go on forever! See you
at the beach.

Tim Casai, AIA

The editors of Place Magazine
gratefully acknowledge the fol-
lowing important facts relating
to the spring issue:

The Washington School fea-
tured in the article “Back to
School” was originally
designed by the Warren Hol-
mes Company of Lansing,
Michigan. The successor firm,
MBDS, Inc. Architects, gra-
ciously released the original
tracings to the St. Joseph Pub-
lic Schools to help make the
Whirlpool renovation possible.

The “Landmarks” page
failed to credit the pho-
tographer, Balthazar Korab Ltd.
Restoration Architect, for the
Livingston County Courthouse
and architect for the Court-
house office annex was William
Kessler and Associates, Inc. of
Detroit, Michigan.

We regret any inconvenience
that this oversight may have
caused and urge our readers to
continue to respond to Place.




SOLUTI|ION:S

Protecting

Valued

Resource

~ ichiganians are drawn to

water for its beauty, recreational potential and, increasingly, the
development opportunity it represents. Michigan is blessed with
such an abundance of lakes, streams and ponds that their
absence is inconceivable to most of us; indeed, an arid Michigan
is highly unlikely in the near future. But development is changing
these fragile peninsulas, shifting the precariously balanced ecolo-
gy so that the future of Michigan’s best feature stands in jeopardy.
Anyone involved in the development process needs to under-
stand the delicacy of this natural balance, and the impact its man-
agement can have on design and construction.

Q What are the
most fragile pieces of our ecol-

ogy?
& A Dunes and

wetlands are primary areas of
concern. Much more than
sandy playgrounds, dunes are
important natural transition
zones between land and water,
and as such can act as spawn-
ing grounds for fish and
breeding grounds for water-
fowl. Equally important, how-
ever, is the role the dune plays
in protecting natural systems
inland. In Michigan, dunes
take the abuse that the Great
Lakes hurl at the shore. The
primary dune protects the
secondary and back dune, al-

lowing a protected area for
fragile plant and animal cul-
tures to develop, as well as
creating a habitable area for
human beings and their con-
structions. Development of the
primary dune creates a scar;
and aerial photographs have
shown that such a scar has a
negative impact on the land-
scape for several miles inland.

Q What is the
significance of wetlands?

A Wetlands play
very complex roles in the
ecosystems of our state. Wet-
lands are a critical part of flood
conveyance and control; they
control erosion by containing
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sediments that could choke
rivers and lead to their disap-
pearance; and they are natural
filters that remove excess
nutrients and chemicals that
can foul the water supply. In
addition, they shelter rare and
endangered species of plants
and animals. One example of
this — unique to Michigan —
is the Kettle Hole Bog. A re-
mainder from the Glacier Age,
it is an example of the often
overlooked wooded wetland,
and holds tremendous historic
and archeological value.

Q What are the
regulations regarding wet-
lands?

A The most sig-
nificant is the Goemaere-
Anderson Wetland Protection
Act (Act 203, P.A. 1979) which
took effect in 1980. In counties
with a population of 100,000 or
greater, the act regulates any
wetland greater than five acres
in size, or adjacent to an in-
land lake or stream, or within
1,000 feet of a Great Lake. In
counties with less than 100,000
people, only those wetlands
adjacent to lakes and streams
are regulated. If there is any
adverse effect on such wet-
lands due to site improve-
ments or other specified activi-
ties, penalties of fines or im-
prisonment may result. Local
governments may also have
regulations that are more re-
strictive than the state or-
dinance, so it is advised that
property owners contact their
local governments.

Q How can|
assess the impact these regula-
tions may have on my prop-
erty?

A Arm yourself
with information about your
property. Contact the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
see if the site has been includ-
ed in the National Wetland In-
ventory Map. Find out if your
county has developed a Wet-
land Bank, like those in



Washington state, in which
parties which destroy a wet-
land have to contribute to the
creation of larger, more sys-
tematized wetlands to replace
those lost. Remember that you
must prove to the DNR that
there is no feasible or prudent
alternative to the destruction
of a wetland to be issued such
a permit. This is difficult to
prove, so carefully examine the
site in question, with the as-
sistance of the DNR, before
making decisions.

Q Are there
other environmental regula-
tions that might affect my site?

A Many, with
more being created every day.
Many municipalities are
adopting tree ordinances
which require the replacement
of trees above a certain size
with a new tree of equal size.
Regulations vary, and cannot
be avoided. Careful analysis of
and compliance with these
laws is the best way to avoid
costly procedures such as find-
ing alternative sites or starting
over with a new site design.
But more important, they are
the best way of insuring the
future of Michigan’s natural
wonders. ¥

Dane A. Johnson, AIA
Kirkarchitecture inc.

Elizabeth Gadway
Quadrants Environmental

PROFESSIONAL CONCEPTS
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

INSURANCE FOR PROFESSIONALS

Ann Arbor, MI 48104
FAX (313) 662-4065

3001 S. State Street, Suite 400
(313) 662-4041
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Preserving
history

IS easy

for us!

CENTURY OLD
COURTHOUSE
DORMERS
RESTORED!

The preservation of architectural
history is usually a difficult task, but
not so in the case of a Michigan
Historical Court House. Time had
taken its toll on massive ornamental
wooden dormers measuring over 8
feet wide and 6 feet high.

The architectural firm were well
aware of the capabilities of Molded
Plastic Industries. Could the detailed
dormer faces be reproduced using
one of our processes?

Not only did Molded Plastic In-
dustries construct the dormer faces
of reinforced fiberglass, but also
molded the dormer, face, roof and
flashing in one piece!

If we can help you preserve a little
(or a lot) of history, give us a call at
(517) 694-7434.

PLASTIC

INDUSTRIES, INC.

MOLDED

2382 Jarco Drive « Holt MI 48842
PLANTS IN MICHIGAN AND NORTH CAROLINA




JARGON

" t has become our custom at

Place Magazine to begin each “Jargon” column with the diction-
ary definition of the “Jargon” of the month. From that beginning,
we can relate the general meaning of a word to the way we use it
in architecture. Sometimes architectural jargon is close to the way
Webster sees it. Other times, our words have taken on a life of
their own. Such is the case with program and programming.

There are too many diction-
ary definitions of program to
list here. They range in mean-
ing from “television show” to
the symbols that tell a com-
puter what to do. Perhaps
more interesting than its defi-
nitions are the origins of pro-
gram. It comes from the Greek
word which means “to write
in public,” literally from pro,
“before,” and graphein, “to
write.” Graphein is the same
Greek word that gives us
gmaphics, another word dear to
the hearts of designers!

So what does this tell us,
this idea of writing in public?
Well, it is really what we do
when we program a building:
we write in public, for every-
one involved to see, a state-
ment of what the building is to
become. The program is what
we write (or draw). Program-
ming is the process. Both
words are used as both noun

and verb; we are, after all, ar-
chitects, not grammarians.

The process of programming
occurs before design begins.
Led by the architect, a team
consisting of the owner,
representatives of user and
operating groups, and other
key personnel work together
to define the project. The
product of this process is the
program. It is a written and
graphic document which lists
all of the functions to be ac-
commodated, how much
space each requires, and the
relationships between func-
tions. Further, it starts to point
the way toward design solu-
tions by stating the overall
goals the project is to meet and
the beginning of concepts of
how to meet them. These
goals and concepts may range
from functional to philosophi-
cal.

SUMMER 1990 v PLACE
6

As the design proceeds be-
yond programming into
schematics (see last issue’s
column), the program gives
direction to design. It is the
constant against which poten-
tial solutions are measured.
Programming in architecture is
not nearly so direct in its
results as programming com-
puters. One building program
can have many design solu-
tions, each meeting the needs
and goals of the project.

The great importance of
programming is that it is, first, a
process which helps make
needs and goals known and,
second, a product against
which the success of a design
can be measured. It is public
writing: the open process
builds consensus and involves
many. Thus, a well-founded
program helps ensure strong
design.

Sometimes jargon veils impor-
tant ideas.

If you have a word from the
jargon of architecture you
would like explained, send it
in. This column will appear in
every issue, with the goal of
demystifying architectural
terms. We would like to re-
spond to your inquiries. The
address is Jargon, c/o Place
Magazine, Michigan Society of
Architects, 553 E. Jefferson
Avenue, Detroit, MI 48226.

Brian K. Craig, AIA

Place Magazine
Editorial Schedule

Editorial Materials Must
Be Submitted to MSA By:

Fall 1990

Sports/Recreation  July27
Winter 1991

Bars & Restaurants
Spring 1991

Arts & Architecture January 27

October 27




ETAININ
R WALLS G

< 2

h Unduplicated

I

Style and Beauty

Discover the unique style, versatility and beauty of Unilock® Retaining .
Wall Systems.

Exclusively manufactured by Unilock® Pisa Stone®, Pisa II® and Slope
Block Mark IV® add beauty and provide long lasting durability in a way ﬁz,gﬁéma(%l
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CGITY PARKS

LINK

HISTORY

n the 1970s the con- the LRPP's success as a comprehensive
cept of a system of parks linking historic Belle planned project. LRPP has been credited as the
Isle to Hart Plaza in Detroit’s Civic Center was catalyst for the economic revitalization of River-
born. Envisioned by Mayor Coleman A. Young,  town, the 320-acre stretch of industrial, com-
the Linked Riverfront Parks Project (LRPP) mercial, residential and institutional land along
would stretch three miles and join three dis- the Detroit Riverfront east of the Renaissance
tinct parks by bicycle and pedestrian trails. Center. Currently the development commit-
Over the past decade this dream has turned ment to this area exceeds $500 million. The
into a reality, with Chene, St. Aubin and Mt. LRPP has stimulated private investment, en-
Elliott Parks taking shape and bringing new life  hanced the riverfront environment by provid-
and activity to a waterfront long dormant. ing places for public use and enjoyment and re-

The concept behind the LRPP was twofold;  fined the image of Detroit.
the first goal was to open the riverfront to the
people and second, to stimulate private eco- Chene Park
nomic development. The first of the linked parks, Chene Park,
opened to the public in 1984. An emphasis on
art festivals, performing arts presentations and

acquisition and public recreation development .scu]p.tl}m exhibits was instrumental in attract-
through the Detroit Recreation Department. In-  ing Visitors and support from throughout the
corporating past and present land uses, link- region. The site of a commercial shlpplng ter-
ages, visual character, circulation, current and minal for most of the past 50 years, the nine-
future users and its recreational/entertainment ~ acre site now bgasts a concession building and
potential into the design program was vital to a 42-foot amphitheater hill that is completely
continues

LRPP is a joint public-private effort with
$40 million in funds allocated for planning,
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In the 1970s the concept of a

Three distinet parks system of pavks linking Belle
are linked by bicy- Isle to Hart Plaza was born.
cle and pedestrian

trails.
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The Linked Parks
Project has refined
the waterfront
image of Detroit.

The first of the
linked parks, Chene
Park, opened to the
publicin 1984,




History played an
impovtant vole in the
design of the parks.

man made. As a result
of its initial success,
Chene Park is under-
going an ambitious
program that will ex-
pand its capacity for
outdoor concerts and
special events. This in-
cludes a large foun-
tain, one of the largest
open air tensile struc-
tures to be construct-
ed in the entire coun-
try, an expanded seating capacity for over 7,500
spectators, and expansion of concession and
pavilion facilities.

St. Aubin Park

Another of the linked parks, the twelve-acre
St. Aubin Park, located between St. Aubin and
Orleans Streets, is the site of the former Detroit
Drydocks which was established in 1853. Ma-
rine engines fabricated in buildings across the
street were installed in hulls at the dry docks.
Dedicated in 1988, St. Aubin Park opens the
east riverfront to visitors from the water in
much the same fashion as Chene Park makes it
accessible to land based visitors. St. Aubin’s 70-
slip marina is the only transient boat marina
between Lake Erie and the upper reaches of
Lake St. Clair. Boaters can find safe harbor in
downtown Detroit from which they can enjoy
dining and nightlife or spend the night as part
of a longer vacation cruise. The program em-
phasis is on picnicking, fishing and instruction-
al and interpretive programs. The linear form
of the marina control building provides for
functional separation of the marina and the
park while also respecting the area’s working
waterfront heritage, as exemplified by its moni-
tor roof line.

Mt. Elliott Park

Mt. Elliott Park
and Interpretive Cen-
ter, the last of these
three recreational
areas, is located on a
site between the newly- constructed Harbor-
town project and the former Uniroyal factory
site, which has been cleared for new develop-
ment. The design of seven-acre Mt. Elliott Park
will relate to the adjacent projects and will fea-
ture historic Coast Guard buildings and a large
historic industrial manufacturing building
which will be adapted to interpretive and dis-
play uses. Mt. Elliott’s theme focuses on the in-
dustrial succession of the working riverfront.
Groundbreaking is proposed for the fall of
1990.
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St. Aubin Park is
the site of the
former Detroit
Drydocks, which
was established
in 1853.

The historic context
and succession of the
industrial urban en-
vironment along the
water-front played an
important role in
programming for the
LRPP. The sites on
which the three parks
are constructed were
significant in the early
development of the
City of Detroit. Chene
Park was the location of
an early saw mill and St. Aubin Park a turn-of-
the-century boat works. Archaeological studies
on each site were conducted and this informa-



tion contributed to the design program for the
parks. Thus, the historical context of the area

sibnificantl): shaped the design of each park to WE TAK E

make it unique yet present an overall unified TH E

urban working waterfront theme. ¥

Chene Park, St. Aubin Park, Mt. Elliott Park w A T
Architect: Schervish Vogel Merz, P.C.

Detroit, Michigan 0 F F Yo U R
Owner: Detroit Recreation Department

Civil Engineers: Charles S. Davis & Associates, Inc

Construction Manager: (Chene) Warren Contractors, Inc. & Turner Construction Co. SHOU LDERS -

(St. Aubin) Barthel Contracting Co.
Photography: (5t. Aubin) Glen Moon

There's nothing worse
than sitting around waiting for
a job to get done.

When you hire a PHI Con-
tractor, you're hiring an entire
system of efficiency. That's
what Total Systems Respon-
sibllity Is all about. Whether
it's plumbing, heating & cool-
Ing, process piping or refrig-
eration, any combination of
these components can be
done economically and effi-
P2 g y ‘ clently. The PHI Contractor fol-

- - lows through until every com-
ponent and individual system
Is operating per your specifi-

11]

lF HHEF ‘W cations.
. So give us a call and take a
little wait off your shoulders.

?";;""db'“"i"ﬂ Put Total Systems Responsi-
orthe seven-acre
Mt. Elliott Park is bility to the test.
proposed for the
fall of 1990. Call the Plumbing and Heat-

Ing Industry at 341-7661. Or
send for your free PHI Con-
tractor Directory.

b

PLUMBING
AND HEATING
INDUSTRY OF DETROIT

14801 W. Eight Mile Rd. Detroit, Mi 48235/
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GOVERNMENT

FACILITIES

COAST GU

CITY

tis fitting that the

residents of Grand Haven, Michigan, consid-
ered by many as being “Coast Guard City
U.S.A.,” look at the Guard’s Multi-Mission Sta-
tion as being a very special building. It is a
symbol to the community which draws much
of its identity and pride from a long association
with this government agency. At the same
time, this is a key installation in overseeing and
protecting the Great Lakes waterways. Highly
visible from all directions, the site reflects the
building’s functional and symbolic promi-
nence. Each face of the building is its “front.”

The project began with a long narrow strip
of waterfront land, crisscrossed with existing
utilities, bounded on one side by a seawall and
on the other by a major roadway. Setback,
height and flood plain restrictions severely nar-
rowed the possibilities for the building enve-
lope. In addition, heavy pedestrian traffic on
the “public” side had to be separated from the
secure governmental functions of the “water-
front” side.

The 18,500-
square-foot
building in-
cludes adminis-
trative spaces, with classrooms for public edu-
cation, berthing and commons spaces to ac-
commodate 24 full-time residents, and boat
maintenance shops and auxiliary areas. The
commons areas for residents include a kitch-
en/cafeteria, laundry and recreation spaces.

A unique function, visually expressed on
the exterior, is the curved communication cen-
ter overlooking the shipping channel. With a
180- degree plus view of the channel, the offi-
cer stationed in this room is literally in control
of pleasure and commercial boat traffic, as well
as operation and deployment of the staff and
equipment of the facility.

The shop space and the finger piers oppo-
site allow indoor maintenance and repair of
boats up to 40 feet in length. In addition, site

continues
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A curved communi-
cations center over-
looks the shipping
channel.
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The residents of
""Coast Guard City
U.S.A." consider
this a very special
building.




functions include a fueling
station and fuel storage,
mooring stations for four to
six boats, and parking for 40
cars. Along the street side,
the design accommodates
passage of the boardwalk, a
key feature of the community
waterfront.

Both the physical and
symbolic programs for this
facility challenged the ar-
chitect. The solution ob-
tained is one which tran-
scends the expected. The
building houses its unique
blend of functions success-
fully and, at the same time,
speaks to the larger symbolic
function of addressing the
community. Beyond this, it
has also become a source of

pride for the Coast Guard Architect: Progressive Architects Engineers Planners The new multi-
and the people who live and Grand Rapids, Michigan mission stationisa
work in it every day. v Contractor: Elmridge Construction Co. source of pride for

Grand Rapids, Michigan the Coast Guard.
Photography: Image Center
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Insist on a Professional Roofing Contractor

PROPER DESIGN +  DQUALITY MATERIAL = SOUND RODF SYSTEM

+ Systems Approach * Compatible System + Trained Work Force * Extended Life
+ Construction Detalls + Proven Materials * Professional Contractor * Trouble Free

+ Life Cycle Analysis * Meaningful Warranty + Industry Warranty * Energy Efficient

THE ROOFING INDUSTRY INFORMATION COUNCIL
PROVIDES TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & A TRAINED WORK FORCE

Call 759-2140 for consultation on - roofing systems
» specifications
A Service of the Roofing Industry Promotion Fund * materials

“For the Advancement of Roofing and Waterproofing”

3560 E. Nine Mile Road, Warren 48091 759-2140 * qualified contractors
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EASY, AFFORDABLE EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

tero/

lov . Choles.
Mfo..'s.;.,y Physically 4.

We don't see this type of help-wanted ad - yet.

When you consider that health care costs just keep
getting higher and the fact that employee benefits are an
essential part of your practice, it begins to seem

like the only solution. But it’s not.

Considor THE AIA MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN

As the only plan for firms sponsored na- For more information about the AIA Major
tionally by the American Institute of Archi- Medical Plan, mail the coupon to AIA

tects, it is designed specifically for architec- Benefit Insurance Trust, 1735 New York
tural firms - including sole practitioners. Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006
== Comprehensive coverage including a I Ty (T T I S e - A

number of options, so you can fit your /D
program to your situation. /leé, send information about the
AIA Major Medical Plan for Firms.

= Employee Benefits including life insur- I understand there is no obligation.

ance to help you attract and keep tal-
ented people,

Name:
=== Prompt claims processing by a profes-
sional stalff. Address:
=== Affordable rates, in fact, comparisons Cltv:
show that the AIA Plan premiums are £
competitive with other plans available

to members and lower than most. Slz‘lt_gz ZIp:

Mail to: AIA Benefit Insurance Trust I

=== A toll-free number to call when you 1735 New York Avenue N.W.

have questions, so it's easy to admini- Washington, D.C. 20006 |

ster. L _ _____________ _J
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CONDOMINIUMS

Spyglass Condo-
miniums were
designed to exploit
the panoramic
views with expan-
sive window

areas.

ondominiums in
Michigan offer many and varied architectural
styles and locations. The following projects are
all located on the shore of Lake Michigan and
share those glorious watery sunsets over the

lake.
Each repre-

sents an ar-
chitectural chal-
lenge and sen-
sitivity in com-
bining the built
environment
into the natural
one.

Spyglass Condominiums
Holland, Michigan

Sun, sand and surf are unbeatable ingre-
dients for an exclusive condominium project

called Spyglass. They are located on a steep
sand dune on the the shore of Lake Michigan
where the amenities found there challenged
the architectural and planning skills of Design
Plus.

Spyglass was designed to enhance the
romantic atmosphere of the Lake Michigan
shoreline and surrounding dune and beach en-
vironment. The mood for the development set
out to recapture the elegance, charm and char-
acter of early 1900 Victorian Lake Michigan cot-
tage communities in a contemporized redefini-
tion. While each building contains from four to
ten condominium units, careful attention to
massing and detail provides a human and sen-
sitive scale for the individual units.

The steep sand dune site provided both op-
portunities and challenges for a housing de-
velopment. The opportunity for panoramic
and emotional views was exploited in the lay-
out of the units and with expansive window
areas on the view elevation. A regional climate
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The architect
attempted to
recapture the
elegance, charm
and character

of early 1900
Victorian Lake
Michigan cottage
communities.

with extremes of the hot summer sun to the
harsh winter winds coming off the lake re-
quired special attention to energy conserving
design. Triple glazed window units and heavi-
ly insulated walls and roofs were used along
with high efficiency HVAC system:s.

Additionally, much planning and design
was necessary in order to control erosion from
wind and people. The sensitive dune was stabi-
lized with dune grass plantings and protected
from people with a stair and boardwalk system.
Careful attention to building location insures
maximum use of the site, while preserving the
breathtaking views of the lake.

It is obvious that, overall, the “feel” the
owners wanted with this project, a blend of
turn of the century detailing with contem-
porary planning, was achieved by the ar-
chitects.

continues
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TENMS COURTS AND OBSEAVATION DECK

SITE PLAN

Architect:

DesignPlus PC,

Grand Rapids, Michigan
Contractor:

Spyglass Builders
Landscape Architect:
Design Plus, PC.
Photography:

Karant & Associates
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Dunewood Condominiums
New Buffalo, Michigan

The owners’ requirements in developing
luxury condominium dwellings on a narrow
peninsular site were that the building design
should address all of the attractive amenities of
the site — startling views of Lake Michigan
with a private beach on one side, views of the
harbor, and a private boat dock on the other
side.

The design of the building takes its prece-
dence from coastal building types and is
reminiscent of the opulence and grandeur of
turn-of-the-century resort hotels found along
the coast of Lake Michigan. It attempts to pre-
serve a common thread between the harmonies
of time gone by while still retaining local quali-
ties indigenous with summers spent in Michi-
gan.

The broad expanse of roof, with its domi-
nant chimneys, provides a sense of shelter,
while the wide verandas on both sides of the
building define private outdoor spaces offering
sweeping views of Lake Michigan on one side
and the harbor on the other.

The building is composed of eight dwelling
units, each offering different stage sets and vis-
tas for rest and relaxation. Oak floors and trim,
brass hardware, ceramic and marble tile, see-
through fireplaces, whirlpool baths, and cus-
tom cabinets are all included in a palette of
materials used by the buyers to appoint their
own individual units.

All building parking is placed on the
ground level which is carved into the sand
dune.

The design of the Y
building is reminis- ’ 4
cent of turn-of-the- §
century resort hotels.

Dumnewood was designed to
addvess all of the amenities
of its Lake Michigan site.

The complex
includes eight
units, each offering
different vistas,
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Dunewood Harborside Condominiums
New Buffalo, Michigan

Project requirements for this beautiful con-
dominium complex included designing in-
dividual dwelling units to be located along the
edge of the harbor and include a 50-foot dock
for every unit.

A 20-foot-wide, three-level townhome
scheme with parking on the lower level was
designed to minimize the footprint of the
building on the site, provide a higher vantage
point from the units, and to reduce the visual

impact of parked automobiles. An open interi-
or plan enables clear views of both harbor and
Lake Michigan from the majority of the interior
spaces. Furthermore, a clear span between par-
ty walls enables the developers to offer a varie-
ty of optional interior floor plans without af-
fecting the structural system of the building.

The palette of exterior materials that include
cedar siding and roof, white pipe rails, treated
wood decks and screen porch, and white

stained cedar trim
boards are similar to
those used in the
previously con-
structed residences
at the Dunewood
Complex and en-
hance the nautical
feel of the lake front
units. ¥

Clear views of both
the harbor and
Lake Michigan are
afforded from the
majority of the
interior spaces.

Each unit at
Dunewood includes
a 50-foot dock at
the harbor's edge.

Architect: Allegretti Architects, Inc.
St. Joseph, Michigan
Consulting Engineer: Wightman and Associates
St. Joseph, Michigan
Landscape Architect:
Allegretti Architects, Inc.
St. Joseph, Michigan
Owner (Dunewood):
Osecka
General Contractor:
(Dunewood):
Pearson
Construction Co.
(Dunewood Harborside):
Superior
Builders Co.
Photography:
Arunas Rumsa &
Don Johnson
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RESIDENCES

Exterior materials,
shapes and details
were selected to be
reminiscent of ‘‘The
Chicago Cottage."’

ichigan is a state
of shorelines. The surf, the dunes, the magnifi-
cent raw beauty of Lake Michigan affords an
ideal backdrop for architects to express their
design talents in the creation of some of the
most elegant residences anywhere. The two
featured on this and the following pages,
“Byington Cottage” and “The Guest House,”
are no exceptions.

Byington Cottage
Grand Haven, Michigan

This year-round vacation residence was
designed to fit into a natural gap in a low,
wooded dune beside an established pathway to
a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan. The owners
wanted both the experience of approaching the
house and of walking out to the bluff to be
preserved as naturally as possible. The build-
ing had to be carefully sited and constructed to
avoid jeopardizing dune-stabilizing trees and
vegetation.

Lake Wichigen

The design required not only a response to
dramatic views but also the need to create a
bright, cheery year-round environment. Res-
trictions limiting the number of trees that could
be chopped down coupled with often gloomy
regional weather created a challenge in getting
light to the interior. Generous size windows,
some carried onto the roof plane, and a white
painted interior with high, sloping ceilings
solved the problems.

The owners’ life style called for a relaxed,
social atmosphere, convenient for entertaining,
yet comfortably cozy for the family.

Materials, shapes and details were selected
to be reminiscent of “The Chicago Cottage,”
from the era at the turn of the century when
families from Chicago built numerous cottages
in Michigan’s lakeshore communities.

Architect: Design Plus, P.C.

Grand Rapids, Michigan
Contractor: Paul Wyrick Builders
Landscape Architect: Design Plus, P.C.

Photography: Mark Deremo continues
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The Guest House
Leland, Michigan

The planning stages for this elegant Lake
Michigan project, north of Leland, Michigan,
lasted many years and, when it finally became
a reality, a few difficult problems arose. The
owner felt it should have its own architectural
style; however, it was to be in close proximity to
her existing home and two thirds its size. Since
it was to house a variety of art objects collected
by the owner, it had to be an exciting ex-
perience.

Additionally, the site is high over Lake
Michigan, offering magnificent views, and was
located in an area north of the main house,
where a steep sand slope started immediately
and crested 45 feet higher. The architect’s de-
sign solution to these problems resulted from
the need to minimize the visual impact and
cope with the pressures of the sandy soil,
while maximizing the great view potentials.
The structure that evolved curves into and out
of the hill, while maintaining a cedar clump as
its center. The sloping curved wall (Hoover
Dam, as it was known during construction)
was formed with masonry units consisting of
poured cores and reinforcing running both ver-
tically and horizontally. A large skylight directs
illumination down the south face of the wall to
all three levels. The remaining vertical closures
are basically glass. Wood beams supported on
the curved masonry wall and natural tree sec-
tions provide the structure for floors and glass
walls. ¥

Architect: Roger A. Hummel, AIA - Architect
Suttons Bay, Michigan
Photography: Thomas Kachadurian
Traverse City, Michigan

The site offered

magnificent views

of Lake Michigan.
The planning stages A large skylight
for this elegant directs illumination
project lasted many to all three levels of
years. the interior.
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The beacon stands guard at Eagle Harbor on Michigan's Keweenaw Penninsula. A photograph by Balthazar Korab
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Getting
Your
Building
Costs

Down...

When you need a bid on a Mechanical
Air Handling, Ventilating, or Air
Conditioning System, go directly to
the source that can give you the

most competitive price and service -
your SMACNA Air Handling

Contractor.

With a SMACNA
CONTRACTOR, you
eliminate the third party
markups and deal
directly with those
experienced, educated
and capable of
producing and installing
an air handling system.

¢SMACNA CONTRACTORS customize
the air handling system for your
specific requirements.

*SMACNA CONTRACTORS provide
shop drawings so other mechanical
trades can properly install their work.

¢ SMACNA CONTRACTORS coordinate
the assignment of other mechanical
services without jeopardizing your
control over separate bids.

*SMACNA CONTRACTORS are
leaders in the field, continuously
researching for better and more
efficient ways to offer Mechanical
Air Handling services.

SMACNA CONTRACTORS believe it is
our responsibility to give our
customers our most competitive
price, performance, quality and
efficiency. If that's what you need,
give us a call.

FOMTAN
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3221 W. Big Beaver Rd.
Suite 305

Troy, Ml 48084-2896
/ (313) 649-5450

R Fax 649-2024
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It's time we utilized the
utmost cooperation in
developing efficient
building costs.
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Michigan Society of Architects
553 E. Jefferson Avenue
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