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BY M A V E N - B U S C H 

Providing a new home for WOOD 
and WOOD-TV's famous woodpecker 
required the close cooperation of ar­
chitects, builder and Haven-Busch 
Company's design engineers. In sup­
plying, fabricating, and erecting all 
structural steel in the WOODland 
Center, Haven-Busch helped adapt 
the rugged structural qualities of steel 
to the exacting needs of a broadcast­
ing studio. 

When your P-b^-^fHavi^^^^ 
DESIGNERS - FABRICATORS - ERECTORS 

since 1888 

• Grand Ropid* 4 , WUh. 
501 Front A v e . , N . W . 

Phone 94173 
STRUCTURAL STEEL —MISCEllANEOUS IRON 
STRUCTURM ^5.^ LONGSPAN JOISTS 
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W E B U I L D F O R E V E R 

"When we build, let us think that we build forever. Let i' not be for present delight, nor for present use alone. 
Let it be such work that our descendants shall thank us for, and let us think as we lay stone on stone that a 
time is come when these stones shall be sacred because oui- hands have touched them. And men shall say as 
they look on the labor and wrought substance of 
them. 'See, this our fathers did for us.' " 

— J o h n R u s k i n 
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CITY-COUNTY BUILDING 
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a r c * l i i t i M « l i i r a l Your officers and directors of the Michigan 
Society of Architects have been constantly 
aware of a menace brought about by re­
duced fees sometimes offered by members. 

While such reduced fees may at first ap­
pear to be an attractive expedient for an 
owner, it must be pointed out that such 
practice can only lead to a low standard 
of service. This is true because fees below 
the minimum necessary to provide ade­
quate service necessarily result in in­
ferior plans, ambiguity and incomplete­
ness of drawings and specifications. 

The Board of the Society is deeply con­
cerned with the impression its members 
make as it aifects the ideals and ethics 
of the profession. The respect and stan­
dards of the profession in this State will 
rise or fall with our members' influence 
on the general public. Mediocre plans 

and specifications and weak business 
practices will do more harm to the pro­
fession, to the owner and to the architect 
than is at first apparent. 

Architectural registration boards, societies 
and chapters of the Institute can function 
as policing agencies only in a limited 
manner, nor should they be expected to 
do more. In a broad sense, they can only 
influence the practice of architecture, and 
they must depend upon the performance 
by the individual architect for the final 
result. The public cannot be expected to 
know about such practice except as the 
individual practitioner's influence is felt. 

Every business or profession must shpw 
some profit or the life of that endeavor is 
limited. The architect is conducting a 
business, and. dollar-wise, he must justify 
its existence. While, undoubtedly, there 
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Specify.. 

HORN-CLAVED 

HIGH-PRESSURE STEAM CURED 
l i g h t - w e i g h t C o n c r e t e M a s o n r y U n i t s 

H I G H - P R E S S U R E C U R E D Lightweight Units will 

soon be available for use in the Detroit area. Con­

struction on our new $500,000 plant for this process, 

housing six Autoclaves, Is nearly completed. These 

units will be known by the "Horn-Claved" trade­

name. 

This method of Curing imparts valuable properties 

not resulting from any other known curing method. 

Lightweight Block will be placed in the Autoclaves 

and subjected to 350 steam under 150 p.s.i. under 

100% humidity. The rapid reduction in pressure, 

when steam and pressure is released at the end of 

the curing cycle, will reduce the moisture content of 

the block below normal atmospheric humidity. 

These Lightweight Block will be different than other 

block. This curing process will result in a more stable 

block, and reduce future shrinkage from wetting and 

drying by at least 50%. These block will have a high 

initial and permanent strength and be ready for im­

mediate use, for they approach their full strength 

v/ithin the first 24 hours (equal to at least 28 days of 

moist curing). 

Be sure your construction jobs contain Horn-Claved 

Lightweight Concrete Masonry Units to guarantee 

fully cured units at all times. Information on price 

and delivery date on request. 

9143 HUBBELL A V E N U E , DETROIT 28, M I C H I G A N 
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are some architects who do not produce 
adequate documents even with a fair fee, 
it can be expected that when a commis­
sion is taken at a low fee the architect 
will attempt to find means of reducing his 
services to avoid loss. 
It is under such circumstances that the 
client may find his work turned over to 
less experienced men in the drafting 
room, insufficient study given to prelimi­
nary plans, important details omitted from 
the w o r k i n g drawings, specifications 
slighted, and the coordination and check­
ing of the mechanical and structural 
engineering details with the architectural 
drawings slighted or omitted. 

The fallacy of the low fee, almost invaria­
bly, is that the client has saved a small 
sum on architectural fees but at the cost 
of a good deal more for contractors' extras, 
and possibly higher operation and main­
tenance costs. In addition, he will prob­
ably be enduring a building with an un­
suitable functional plan. 

The client is not generally aware of these 
dangers, nor can he be expected to be. 
Many of the clients the architect serves 
may build but once in a lifetime, and 
they may serve on boards awarding archi­
tectural commissions for large projects, 
without having had previous experience 
with architects. 

At a recent meeting of a Michigan school 
board, architects were interviewed for a 
proposed new school building, and it was 
reported that the range of fees was so 
wide as to cause much confusion. For­
tunately, in this case, a sufficient number 
of board members were convinced that 
low fees might cause embarrassment 
later. 

Few such boards are, in their entirety, 
familiar with the complexities involved in 
preparing complete plans and speci­
fications. Few are aware of the fact that 
building costs, building operation and 
maintenance costs are related to the 
thoroughness with which the architect has 
prepared his studies, his plans, his docu­
ments, and supervised his work. 

No schedule of fees can fit exactly every 
individual project. However, the Society 
has conducted a comprehensive study of 
costs of preparing complete documents 
and carrying out a creditable service, h 
has also prepared a Schedule of Recom­
mended Minimum Fees, which is con­
tained in its brochure, "Organizing to 
Build. " This booklet also explains in 
language understandable to a client the 
duties of the architect, the responsibilities 
of the owner, and much other valuable 
information. 
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ALLIED STEEL AND COm'EYORS, i.c 

1 7 3 3 3 H E ALY AVENUE - TELEPHONE TW I N B R O O K 2 3 040- DETROIT 12. A/IC/flGAN 

D e s i g n e r s 
F a b r i c a t o r s 
E r e c t o r s 

A l l M i s c e l l a n e o u s M e t a l 

F u r n i s h e d f o r S u b s t r u c t u r e 

o f C i t y - C o u n t y B u i l d i n g 

D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S I R O N W O R K 
D O O R F R A M E S • S I L L S , L I N T E L S • 

C U R B A N G L E S . R A C K S • L I G H T T R U S S E S 

S T A I R S . L A D D E R S . F I R E E S C A P E S • 

C R A N E R U N W A Y S • 

C O N C R E T E F L O O R S 

CURED & HARDENED 
IN 

• No Wax or Resin 
• The Perfect Curing Material Under 

Asphalt or Rubber Tile 
• Resistance to Salt and Chemicals 
• Permanent Dustproofing 
• Use Direct From Drums—No Mixing 

operIation 

MCMillan products co. 
2045 E. 8 MILE RD. 
HAZEL PARK, M ICH. 
Send full details and prices on Demxon Cure-Hard to: 

Name 

Firm 

Address 

City . . . Zone State 

APPROX. C O S T 

%c per Square Foot 
Contractors 
Total Labor and Material 
Cost for Demicon Cure-Hard 
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New $26,000,000 City 
County Building, Detroit, 
Michigan. Harley, Elling­
ton & Day, Inc., Architects 
and Engineers; Bryant & 
Detwiler Co., General 
Contractors. 

Nepco header ducts con­
nected to top surfaces of 
Fenestra structural steel 
panel subfloor enable all 
of the large-area cells to 
be used as electr ical 
raceways. 

The Challenge: "PROTECT THIS BUILDING INVESTMENT!" 

The Answer: "AN ADVANCED ELECTRIFIED FLOOR S Y S T E M ! " 

Here, an advanced new floor system—Fenestra-

Nepco Electrifloor . . . is protecting this great 

new tnultiniillion-dollar building from juture 

electrical obsolescence—electrical outlets can be 

installed any time... in any or every square foot 

of floor space . . . for any future change in 

electrical needs! 

It s a v e d 1 , 0 0 0 t o n s of s t ructura l s t e e l ! T h e 

cellular steel floors with their integral wir ing 

system, combine such great structural strength 

with such light weight, that both structural 

steel and foundation costs were slashed. 

It s a v e d 6 m o n t h s ' b u i l d i n g t i m e ! A s many 

as 7 floors went in at the same time—as soon 

as a few of the cellular floor panels were laid 

and interlocked, that part of the floor served as 

material storage space and a w o r k i n g platform. 

N e w Fenestra-Nepco Electrif loor was de­

veloped jointly by Fenestra* (Detroit Steel 

Products C o m p a n y ) and Nepco (Nat ional 

Electr ic Products Company)—two great names 

in the construction field. 

I f you want to protect a bui lding investment, 

write to Detroit Steel Products Company, Dept . 

P A - 2 , 3409 Gri f l in St., Detroit 11, M i c h . 
•Trademark 

E l e c t r i f l o o r 
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to save on structural steel 
to "autoinatically'- obtain smooth^ finished ceilings 
lo assure a liisfli decree of fire resistance 
to lessen wall height without sacrificing headroom 
lo insure rapid, money-saving erection in all kinds of weather 
to reduce weight without reducing strength 

Specify F L E X I C O R E , 

A partial list of architects ivJio 
have recently specified FLEXICORE: 

H. E . Bcysler & Asscciales, Inc., Del roil 

Roberl C. Wakely, Delroil 

Malc'oiiisoii, Fowler & Haiiiiiioiid. Iiir., Delroil 

C. William Palmer, Delroil 

T H E LONG-SPAN, PRECAST CONCRETE 
ROOF AND F L O O R SLAB. 

Price Brothers Company 
MICHIGAN flexicore DIVISION 
1 2 6 5 1 N e w b u r g R o a d 
L i v o n i a . M i c h i g a n 
w o o d w a r d 5 - 6 3 7 6 
G a r f i e l d 1 - 4 0 3 G 

1 

central plant 
mixed concrete 

accurately batched and completely mixed 

under the supervision of a concrete technician 

moans: 

controlled consistency 
improved uniformity 

elimination of retempering and remixing 
plant inspection of concrete 

the architectural profession is cordially invited to inspect 

these facilities now producing concrete for The Detroit Edison 

Company's Rouge Power Plant. 

THE W I N K W O R T H COMPANY 
10065 W. Jefferson Ave. - River Rouge VI. 2-4000 
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D e t r o i t - W a y n e 

C i t y - C o u n t y B u i l d i n g 

The ultimate in design, materials 
and craftsmanship are combined in 
the nation's newest and finest 
seat of local government, 

Harley, Ellington and Day, 
architects; Bryant and Detwiler, 
general contractors; R. L. Spitzley 
Heating Co., mechanical 
contractors. 

' 'I 'i l\ • 
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R - L . S P I T Z L E Y H E A T I N G C O 
Spitzley-Rettenmier Sheet Metal Company 
1 2 0 0 W E S T F O R T S T R E E T D E T R O I T 2 6 , M I C H I G A N 
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ALEXANDER-STAFFORD 
means 

INDUSTRIAL INSULATION 
Alexander-Stafford Corporation 

Phone GL - 6-8685 1 Ionia Ave., N.W. Grand Rapids, Mich. 

JERrS 
D e t r o i t ' s Newest 
Fine Res tauran t 

Food Prepared in 
ALL-GAS Kitchen 
Jeri's Restaurant and Cocktail Lounge, at 18200 Woodward 
Ave. in Detroit, is brand new and handsomely appointed. The 
quietly efficient service and excellent food complement its fine 
appearance. Steaks, chops and lobster are featured on a broad, 
varied menu. 

Capable chefs prepare the restaurant's appetizing dishes in an 
all-Gas kitchen. Equipment includes ranges, fryers, broilers, 
bake and roasting oven, urns, dishwasher, steam tables and 
water lieaters. Gas equipment was chosen because it is fast, 
flexible and economical. 

M I C H I G A N C O N S O L I D A T E D G A S C O M P A N Y 

Serving 785,000 customers in Michigan 

10 
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O R I V A M E T A L 

1^1 E T A L S 

The versatility and imF>ortance of Ornamental Metals 
has never been more clearly exemplified than in the 
manner of its use in the new City-County Building. 
The Architects used it wisely and the Moynahan 
Bronze Company executed the final result. 

The actual photographs shown on this page are a 
clear indication of the important part we played in 
the execution of this fine addition to Detroit's new 
Civic Center. 

To enter this building you must pass through our 
aluminum doors regardless whether it be from Wood-
v/ard Avenue, Jefferson, Lamed or Randolph. 

After you enter, either the Courts Unit on the west 
or the Office Unit on the east, we supplied the alum­
inum and glass partitions dividing the numerous pub 
lie areas on the first floors. 

You find it necessary lo conduct your business on 
one of the upper floors, we provided directories and 
bulletin boards for your convenience. 

Should you find yourself in the Courts Unit and dis­
cover you should be in the Office Unit, you may pass 
through our aluminum doors and across the connect­
ing link at each floor whose exterior walls of alum­
inum and glass were also done by us. 

If you are to attend a function in the Auditorium or 
find it necessary to use one of the buildings many 
stairways, our railings will be there to assist you. 

Even a possible unhappy court appearance may 
be made less so by your being able to read the en­
lightening bronze inscriptions and studying the sculp-
toring we supplied on the marble walls behind the 
judges benches. 

We could go on and on describing the part the 
Moynahcn Bronze Company played in the execution 
and completion of this fine building. Yes, we played 
a prominent part and are proud to describe it. May 
we pay tribute to Harley, Ellington & Day, the Archi­
tects and Bryant 4 Detwiler, the General Contractors 
for selecting us as the Ornamental Metal Contractors. 

m o y n a h a n 

b r o n z e 

C O . . i n e . 
flat rook, iiiich., dii. 2-3234 detfroit offline, 9545 grand river, ge. 4-2198 

michigan society o( architects 
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MEMBER 

MARBLE INSTITUTE OF AMERICA. INC. 

W O L V E R I N E M A R B L E C O . 
D O M E S T I C & IMPORTED M A R B L E S F O R A L L FINE BUILDING P R O J E C T S SERVICE 

SINCE 
1923 

O F F I C E 4 F A C T O R Y 

14269 F L E M I N G A V E . 

A T D E T . T . R . R . 

DETROIT 12. M ICHIGAN 

T O w n i e n d 8 - 7 1 1 3 

C o n t r a c t o r s f o r 

V E R M O N T S T R U C T U R A L S L A T E 

P E N N S Y L V A N I A S T R U C T U R A L S L A T E 

V E N E E R G R A N I T E 

V E N E E R G R E E N S T O N E 

P R E C A S T A R T M A R B L E 

THESE MATERIALS 

INSTALLED 

BY 

OUR 

MARBLE SETTERS 

AUDITORIUM LOUNGE ENTRANCE TO MAYOR'S OFFICE MAYOR'S OFF ICE 

We are proud to have had a part in the erection 
of the magnificent City-County BiiiWiiig, Detroit^ Michigan 

S E R V I C E A R T P L A S T E R I N G COMPANY 
Contractor for 
• F I R E P R O O F I N G 
• L A T H I N G & P L A S T E R I N G 
• A C O U S T I C A L T I L E F R A M I N G 

12 

I 6 12 W o o <1 H a r (I A v e ii ii e 

D e t r o i t I , M i e h i a ii 

T E 111 p 1 e 3 - 9 0 1 3 
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Architects and Consulting Engineers in rapidly 

increasing numbers are specifying Westinghouse-

Sturtevant Air fo i l Fans. 

The successful operation of these fans at City-

County Building, and many other Installations 

throughout the country, explain the growing pref­

erence for Westlnghouse-Sturtevant Airfoi l Fans. 

These Installations have p r o v e d that no other 

type of fan can equal the superior combination 

of quiet operation and lower power cost than 

these Sllentvane Air fo i l Fans offer. 

Westinghouse-Sturtevant 

Airfoil Fans . . . 

Outstanding Feature 

Of High Velocity 

Air Conditioning System 

At 

City-County Building 

Detroit, Michigan 

W e are proud that Spitzley-Rettenmier Sheet 

Metal Company, hieating & A i r Condi t ioning 

Contractors for this building, selected West lng­

house-Sturtevant Fans, A i r Handling Units, and 

Coils. 

For all the facts on "Putt ing Air To W o r k " 

with the most complete product line In the 

Air Handling industry, simply call your West ­

lnghouse-Sturtevant Engineer. You will f ind him 

well qualified to assist you without cost or ob­

ligation. 

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CORPORATION 
S T U R T E V A N T D I V I S I O N 

5757 Trumbull Avenue, Detroit 32. Michigan — 'Phone TRinity 2-7010 

Main Offices & Works: 

HYDE PARK, B O S T O N 36. M A S S A C H U S E H S 
Other Plants: 

L A S A L L E . I L L I N O I S — B E R K E L E Y , C A L I F O R N I A 

michigan society of architects 
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^•Vit GOT tVHAT IT TAKES TO MEET YOUR 
" ^ ^ t O f CATIONS J y 

Whatever your need may be, there is a 
C O N C R E T E PIPE made to fit it. Concrete 
Pipe Association Companies produce a 
complete range of sizes from 6" to 144" 
diameters as well as FIVE different strength 
specifications. 

Nine member companies stand ready to 
meet your specifications with C O N C R E T E 
PIPE delivered W H E N A N D W H E R E the 
contractor wants it. Write Association for 
full details. 

ASSOCIATION OF 

M I C H I G A N 

E N D U R I N G BEAUTY 

Another Edifice 
Utilizing tlie All-Purpose 
Cliem B r i c l ( . . . 
Tlie New 
City-County Building 
Detroit, Miclilgan 

> ^ B R I C K 
Lf DETROIT B R I C K & B L O C K C O M P A N Y 

95 South St. Jean 

11 

Detroit 14 • VAl l ey 2-4880 
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• 
,W p!!- BUS 

ING • TOR THh neiROlT 

Foundation e x p l o r a t i o n 

of the character 

of the Bed-Rock 

underlying the 

City-C o u n t y Building 

Detroit^ Michigan 

was made by 

Diamond Drilling 

by 

MICHIGAN DRILLING COMPANY 
1391 I PRAIRIE A V E N U E • DETROIT 38. M I C H I G A N • WEBSTER 3-8717 

michigan society of architects 
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B O N D E D 
G U A R D 
S E R V I C E S 

Unijonued Police 

W e are proud 

to be employed by 

Bryant & Detwiler Co. 

for the profection 

of their many 

fine construction projects 

including the 

City-County Building 

Detroit, Michigan 

441 E. G R A N D BLVD.. DETROIT 7. M ICHIGAN 

LORAIN 8-4150 

Mif/iiyaJi s Largest Supplier of New Construction Guards 
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City -County B u i l d i n g 
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llarley^ Elliii|iiimi & llay. Iiie. 
A r «• l i i i <̂  €* i » a n f l K i i i i i 4̂  r w 
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The S y m b o l W a l l 

B Y M A L C O L M R . S T I R T O N , A. I. A. 

The City-County Building is the second 
bui ld ing to be built in Detroit's new Civic 
Center. It is located on the two-block area 
bounded by Woodward, Larned, Randolph 
and lefferson Avenues, and closes off Bates 
Street between Larned and Jefferson. The 
same Architects and Engineers, Harley, 
Ellington and Day, Inc., designed the first 
bui lding in the Civic Center (the Veterans 
Memorial Building) and the new City-
County Building is designed in harmony 
with that building. In fact, the new build­
ing has been planned in relation to al l of 
the proposed buildings of the Civic Center 
in such a way that it wi l l become an in­
tegral part of it when the Center is com­
pleted. 

The building is occupied by Municipal Of­
fices of the City of Detroit and the County 

of Wayne and provides for the Courts of 
the County of Wayne, exclusive of Re­
corders Court and Traffic Court. It was 
erected under the direction of the Detroit-
Wayne Joint Building Authority, a non­
profit organization incorporated under the 
laws of the State of Michigan. 

The Authority is composed of three mem­
bers, one selected by the Board of Super­
visors of Wayne County, one selected by 
the Common Council of the City of Detroit 
and the third selected by mutual agree­
ment of these two organizations. These 
men are Postmaster Jesse Ziegler of Livon­
ia, Councilman Eugene I . Van Antwerp of 
Detroit, and the Mayor of Detroit, Albert E. 
Cobo. The present manager of the building 
is a former authority member, Charles G. 
Oakman. They work without renumeration 

and it is because of their great interest in 
the project and untiring efforts for civic 
improvement that the building is a reality. 
This Authority has the right to issue reve­
nue bonds to defray the cost of the build­
ing, these bonds being secured by a rental 
agreement between the City of Detroit and 
the Authority, and the County of Wayne 
and the Authority. Certain funds were 
made available as advance rents by these 
two municipal bodies to the Authority, 
which enabled it to prepare the drawings 
and commence construction. Subsequently 
the necessary bonds were sold to complete 
the financing of the entire building. The 
total cost of the project is approximately 
$26,000,000, including all land and im­
provements as well as the Architects' and 
Engineers' fees. The actual building itself 
cost approximately $22,600,000. 
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Exter io r f r o m W o o d w a r d <S L a m e d 

The building is composed of two units, the 
Courts Unit and the Office Unit. These units 
are organized into one common build­
ing by a glassed-in structure commonly 
referred to as the "link." The organization 
of the two units, the Courts Unit and the 
Office Unit, has been predicated on the 
general arrangement of the Civic Center 
but also on the physical problems en­
countered in the site. Planwise the Courts 
Unit is set forward toward Woodward Ave­
nue and to the north of the Office Unit 
which thereby forms an interior corner, 
tying across Jefferson Avenue to proposed 
buildings of the Civic Center and the new 
Ford Auditorium. The link is so placed 
that it exactly straddles the location form­
erly occupied by Bates Street. This is done 
because of the presence in Bates Street, 

some 21' below grade, of a large 13'-6" 
diameter inverted-syphon sewer. In order 
to avoid loading this sewer which is of 
strategic importance to the downtown 
area, the link has been designed to bridge 
this area and is supported from the courts 
unit on one side and the office unit on the 
other. 

Structurally speaking, in general the build­
ing foundations are of the caisson type 
ranging in diameter from 4'-6" to 7' and 
drilled to a depth of approximately 125' 
below sidewalk level. This gives them a 
bearing directly on rock and insures the 
life-long stability of the building. 

The elevator banks, toilets, stairways, and 
service shafts are grouped in the interior 
of each unit. The floors of these service 
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T h e W o o d w a r d A v e n u e En t r ance 

cores and the first floor are of reinforced 
concrete. The remaining floors are of cell­
ular steel flooring which w i l l also serve 
for electrical and telephone raceways. This 
cellular steel floor is covered by a 2'/2" 
light-weight concrete f i l l specified not to 

exceed a weight of 80 pounds per cubic 
foot and has a compressive strength of not 
less than 1,000 lbs. per sq. inch at 28 days. 

In addition to the use of cellular steel floors, 
light-weight materials are used to save 

weight wherever possible. Fireproofing of 
structural steel, except in service cores 
where reinforced concrete slabs were 
used, is of light-weight aggregate plaster. 
This, in conjunction with the saving in 
weight due to cellular steel floor construc­
tion results in a dead load of about 80 
pounds per square foot less than if con­
ventional concrete floor slobs and concrete 
fireproofing had been used. It is estimated 
that by the use of this Ught-weight floor 
construction and fireproofing, a saving of 
1,000 tons of structural steel was made as 
well as a material reduction in the cost 
of foundations. 

The building frame is, of course, structural 
steel except for the extended portions of 
the basement areas. The roof of the ex­
tended basement areas is designed for 
total load of 1,000 pounds per square foot 
to provide protection in case of bombing. 
These extended basement areas are cov­
ered with 3 to 4 feet of soil for landscap­
ing. 

There are 3,756 tons of structural steel in 
the courts unit and 4,430 tons in the office 
unit, a total of 8,186 tons. Framing is, in 
general, conventional beam-and-girder 
floor construction. Notable exceptions to 
this are the story-high trusses concealed 
in basement walls carrying the "Link" 
over the Bates Street sewer, and the roof 
trusses over the Council Chamber on the 
13th floor of the office unit. These story-
high steel trusses are supported on com­
bined caissons of the courts unit on one 
side and the office unit on the other. Only 
four columns support this link and as there 
is an expansion joint between the end of 
the link and the courts unit special care 
was taken in the bracing and framing to 
make this part of the structure stable and 
rigid. 

The trusses over the Council Chamber 
span 84 feet but have a depth of only 
5'-6" because of the architectural and me­
chanical requirements and the desire not 
to have this area of the roof project above 
the surrounding roof areas. Because of 
the shapjes and height of the two units 
the column loads varied from 1,706 to 
3,311 kips in the courts unit and 908 to 
2,516 kips in the office unit. Al l the col­
umns were 14 WF sections with the 
heaviest base column composed of 14 WF 
320 and two plates 22' x 1 3/455 for a total 
weight of 582 lbs. per foot. 

To help provide rigidity the base of all 
columns was designed with moment con­
nections with 4-2 1/2 inch anchor bolts. 

Typical floor framing consists of 18" WF 
55 girders and 12 ' WF 27 beams for the 
office unit. As each bay size is different 
in the courts unit, the girders are of a 
variety of sizes, but generally 21 and 24 
inch and the floor beams 12 and 18 inch. 
Al l connections are riveted although the 
specifications gave the contractor the op­
tion of both shop and field welding. 

In the wind analysis of this structure the 
entirely different shape and height of the 
two units posed a problem in providing 
the proper stability, strength and rigidity. 
This was accomplished by using the con­
tinuous frame portal method on the office 
unit as this unit has, in general, standard 
bays and framing and thus this method 
gave the desired results. However, in the 
court unit no two bays are the same in 
either direction and because of the height 
and change in story heights the portal 
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The " L i n k " Ent rances — A b o v e : Je f fe rson A v e n u e . B e l o w : L a r n e d S t r ee t 

method would not be satisfactory. Hence, 
the centilever method of analysis was 
used. The wind connections are, in gen­
eral, split-tees. However the heaviest wind 
moments (max. 500 foot kips) require 
heavy brackets. The shear in all cases is 
taken by standard beam connections. 

In reality, the building is definitely a 
single building with common mechanical 
services but the two units do have pe­
culiarities which seem to distinguish one 
from the other. The courts unit is the tall­
est portion of the structure and contains 
twenty floors plus a basement and meas­
ures 317' from the ground to the top of 
the elevator penthouse. This unit is 76 
wide and 155' long. The office unit, on the 
other hand, has a greater floor area, be­
ing 110' wide and 262' in length It is 198' 
from the ground to the top of the elevator 
penthouse and contains fourteen stories. 
The link connecting the two units is ap­
proximately 40' square in floor area and 
is the same height as the office unit. 
There are over 10 million cubic feet in 
the structure and nearly 3/4 million square 
feet of floor space. An example of its size 
is indicated by the fact that there are 5 
miles of marble base in the public cor­
ridors. 
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A b o v e a n d Acros s Page : Po r t i ons oi the F i r s t F l o o r L o b b y 

Externally the building is faced with the-rRaThe casting will be made in Denmark this 
^winter and erected in the spring oi 1956. 

The grounds around the building are to 
be landscaped in keeping with the Civic 
Center and on the end of the property to­
ward Randolph where the future expan­
sion is provided, a parking lot is provided 
to accommodate at least a few of the cars 
belonging to occupants of the building. 

In general, every provision has been made 
to give this new City-County Building 
every advantage from the standpoint of 
modern, progressive, building practice. 
The building has cellular steel floors which 
are used as race-ways for electrical and 
telephone wiring so that flexibility of fur­
niture layout can be achieved easily by 
making electrical and telephone outlets 
available in any portion of the building 
in very short order. 

same white Vermont marble as the Vet­
erans Memorial Building except that the 
east end of the Office Unit is brick in an­
ticipation of future expansion. Provision 
has been made at this end of the building 
for expansion up to 120' to accommodate 
future departmental needs or to house ad­
ditional units of the City Government. 

At the Woodward Avenue entrance there 
is a free-standirig curved pylon some 45' 
in height and 36' in width which is known 
as the Symbol wall. On this background 
there are carved the seals of the City 
and of the County and an inscription from 
the Bible, "And the Lord is the Spirit and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is there is 
liberty." The nationally famous sculptor, 
Mr. Marshall Fredericks, has been com­
missioned to design an outstanding bronze 
statuary group in front of this symbol wall 
and this group will become one of the 
focal points of the entire Civic Center. 

The partitions, in general, in the building 
are movable metal, interchangeable and 

can be adjusted to form new floor plan 
patterns. The arrangement of the windows 
in the building has been in modular fash­
ion so that typical room sizes can be ac­
commodated against the exterior wall by 
the grouping of various members of win­
dow units to form varying sizes of rooms. 
The vertical window mullions have been 
designed to receive the movable parti­
tions and each window has its own cool­
ing and heating unit directly below it. 
The lighting is fluorescent recessed into 
the ceiling and so arranged as to pro­
vide the maximum flexibility in partition 
arrangement. 

The building is entirely air conditioned 
and although the windows can be opened, 
they will only be opened to be washed. 
These windows are unique in themselves, 
in that they are aluminum, pivoted, and 
can be completely reversed and washed 
from the inside without being left open 
during washing. No outside window wash-
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Below: A T y p i c a l O f f i c e F l o o r C o r r i d o r 

ing facilities are necessary. 

The air conditioning system is an im­
portant step forward in comfort cooling. It 
is the Buensod-Stacey Duo-Duct system 
and employs high-pressure ducts deliver­
ing hot and cold air to either window 
units, or ceiling units in the interior spaces. 
All outside and recirculated air is centrally 
filtered, heated, cooled and dehumidified 
before being distributed to the conditioned 
space. This system is also the winter heat­
ing system so that 12 months of the year 
the occupants have the benefit of con­
ditioned air. Each office and departmental 
area has its own selective temperature 
control both summer and winter. 

The refrigeration plant consists of two 960-
ton centrifugal compressors producing 
chilled water which is circulated through 
the coils in the nine central air handling 
systems which condition and heat the 
building. 
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A b o v e : The M a y o r ' s O f f i c e 

A t R igh t : The M a y o r ' s C o n f e r e n c e R o o m 

(Furnishings by the Architects; 

There are also two 30-ton direct expan­
sion systems one of which cools in sum­
mer, and heats and ventilates the base­
ment snack bar in winter. The other du­
plicates this service for the photostat and 
photocopy department. 

In addition there is a 20-ton unit which 
uses chilled water from the main refriger­
ation system and cools air for the mechan­
ical equipment room where the 960-ton 
units are located. A total of 2,000 tons of 
refrigeration is provided for the building. 
Condenser water for the 960-ton machines, 
the 30-ton machines, and the after-coolers 
on two 20-h.p. compressors producing air 
for the pneumatic control system for build­
ing air conditioning is taken from the De-
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A b o v e : The C o m m i t t e e of the 
W h o l e M e e t i n g R o o m 

A t L e f t : A T y p i c a l C o u n c i l m a n ' s 
O f f i c e 

Iroit River, and is supplied to the building 
by a new pumping station designed by 
the Detroit City Engineers office, and lo­
cated at the foot of Randolph Street at the 
Detroit River. The water is screened and 
chemically treated for algae and pumped 
to the building through underground 
mains a distance of four city blocks, and 
after passing through the condensers is 
returned to the Detroit River. This system 
will also furnish river water for other 
buildings in the Civic Center. 

The building has been designed for the 
utmost ease in maintenance and has 
marble-lined corridors from floor to ceil­
ing, with marble floors. 

The ' Courts Unit." of course, contains the 
Court rooms, of which there are 36. These 
rooms vary in size to accommodate differ­
ent requirements. There are 18 Circuit 
Courts, 4 Circuit Court Commissioners, 9 
Common Please and 5 Probate Courts in 
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the Building. These court rooms have been 
so designed as to provide natural day-
lighting and are usually grouped four on 
a floor. Arrangements have been made 
for the judge's chamber, his secretary, and 
jury rooms to be served from a secondary 
corridor apart from the main public cor­
ridors. Inasmuch as these court room 
stories have higher ceilings than ordinary 
office floors, they are all grouped together 
in the upper half of the building so that 
the typical office floors can continue 
through and tie in with the similar floors 
in the office unit. The court rooms have 
been planned after extensive study of ex­
isting court rooms in various parts of the 
country, and include the latest develop­
ments. The importance and dignity of the 
courts have been maintained but the ex­
travagance of ornate decoration and 
wasteful room sizes has been avoided. A 
private elevator has been provided to 
serve these court room floors for the con­
venience of the judges and so that the 
prisoners can be brought in to the cell 
block adjacent to the Circuit Courts. This 
elevator will serve as a utility elevator 
for the entire building when not in use 
by the judges. 

The office unit has a variety of de­
partments functioning in it but perhaps 
the most spectacular is the Council Cham­
ber and Meeticig Room of the Board 
of Supervisors which is located on the 
13th floor. This room is lighted from the 
north by a window 25' high and 98' long. 
The room has been specially designed to 
accommodate the specific needs of the 
Common Council in which there are only 
9 elected officials and the contrasting re­
quirements of the Board of Supervisors 
whose membership is 97. The room will 
seat approximately 500 persons so it can 
be used for public meetings and meetings 
of a special nature. The floor is arranged 
in an amphitheater type so that good visi­
bility and perfect hearing is possible from 
any part of the auditorium. A large lounge 
room is provided under the seating area 
and affords a perfect view of downtown 
Detroit. In addition to this room, whose 
use will be regulated according to the 
needs of both the City and the County, 
sufficient other meeting rooms have been 
provided on this floor for the Committee 
of the Whole, a function of the Common 
Council, or for the subcommittee of the 
Board of Supervisors. 

The 9 offices for the Common Council, to­
gether with common reception room and 
secretarial offices, are also provided on 
this floor so that all the requirements of the 
Common Council are provided in close 
proximity to each other. Throughout the 
rest of the building and extending on into 
the lower 8 floors of the courts unit are 
the individual departments of the City 
and County. All of these spaces are plan­
ned in accordance with the needs of the 
various departments. The following list 
gives some idea of the type of depart­
ments housed in the building. 

CITY: 
Office of the Mayor, Common Council, 
Clerk, Treasurer, Controller, Corporation 
Counsel, Civil Service, Purchases and Sup­
plies, Building and Safety Engineering, 
Public Works, Election Commission, Plan 
Commission, Telephone Operators, Auditor 
General, Police License Bureau, Municipal 
Credit Union, Reference Library, Board of 
Assessors Parking Meters, Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 

I 

The B o a r d of Supe rv i so r s ' L o b b y 

(Furnishings by the Architects) 

COUNTY: 

Board of Auditors, Board of Supervisors, 
Register of Deeds, Clerk, Treasurer, Board 
of Education, Board of Health, Drain Com­
mission, Road Commission, Civil Service 
Commission, Purchasing. Bureau of Tax­
ation, Retirement System, Circuit Courts, 
Circuit Court Commissioners, Circuit Court 
Probation, Probate Courts, Common Pleas 
Courts, Prosecuting Attorney - Civil Divi­
sion, lury Commission, Sheriff - Civil Divi­
sion, Telephone Operators, Photocopy and 
Microfilm. 

GENERAL: 

Receiving, Maintenance, Mechanical E -
quipment, Cafeteria, Storage, Press Rooms, 
Auditorium, Legal Library. First Aid, Build­
ing Manager, Building Employees. 

One of the underlying motives in erecting 
this building for the use of the City and 
County has been the hope that a great 

deal of duplication of effort could be a-
voided and that a common use of facili­
ties could be made possible. With this 
thought in mind every opportunity was 
taken to develop common spaces which 
could be used by the City and the County 
without interference or inconvenience. 
These spaces would be shared in use as 
v/oll as in rent and their use regulated by 
mutual agreement. Such spaces are the 
Common Council Chambers, jointly used 
by the Board of Supervisors, certain ex­
amination rooms to be used by both the 
County Civil Service and the City Civil 
Service, the development of a legal library 
combining the present libraries of the 
Corporation Council, the Circuit Court and 
the Prosecuting Attorney; the rooms set 
aside for the use of the press and similar 
developments. 

Naturally, in a building of this type which 
houses offices and services devoted to the 
interests of the public, it is very important 
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A u d i t o r i u m fo r the 
C o u n c i l a n d the 
B o a r d of Supe rv i so r s 

A t Lef t : Foye r , w i t h 
C a n t i l e v e r e d 
A u d i t o r i u m Sea t ing 
a b o v e 

A b o v e R i g h t : A u d i t o r i u m , 
s h o w i n g " F l o a t i n g " 
C e i l i n g 

B e l o w R i g h t : Foye r , w i t h 
w i n d o w s o v e r l o o k i n g 
D o w n t o w n Det ro i t 

(rurnishings by Architects) 

lo have these services organized to be 
within easy access of that public. Obvi­
ously, it would be desirable to have all 
departments to which the public had ac­
cess situated on the first floor within easy 
reach of each other. It is also necessary 
that the first floor accommodate, at times, 
all of the people in the building. There­
fore the corridors and public spaces must, 
in turn, be greatly amplified over those on 
other floors, leaving less office space than 
on a typical floor. As a consequence a 
great deal of selection and discussion en­
tered into the determination of which de­
partments should be on the first floor. It 
was felt that the Treasurer's Department 
of the City and the Register of Deeds of 
the County, together with the Police Li­
cense Bureau and the Tract Index Depart­
ment of the Board of Auditors were best 
suited to the space available. 

In order that easy access may be had at 
the times of voters registration and lo 
better serve the public in their contacts 
with the County Treasurer's Office, both of 

which are on the second floor, a reversible 
escalator has been pr.-ivided in the Office 
Unit between the first and second floors. 
The population of the Building is some­
thing near 4 000 persons, including visitors, 
and so a great deal of attention was given 
to means of access and the relationship of 
elevators and stairs to the traffic pattern. 
A bank of six elevators in the courts unit, 
plus the special elevator previously men­
tioned, are designed to handle the popu­
lation of that unit. At the same time a 
bank of eight elevators in the office unit, 
together with the single service elevator, 
are provided for the traffic in that build­
ing. 

The arrangement of the building is such 
that it is possible to cross from the office 
unit to the courts unit at every floor 
through the link and therefore the elevator 
loads can be balanced if one occupancy 
is greater than the other. These elevators 
are large, designed to handle large groups 
of people, and ore the very latest in de­
sign and operation. They travel 800' a 

minute with a rated capxacity of 3500# 
end are as fast, if not faster, than any 
passenger cars in Detroit today. Provision 
has been made for operator-less control 
of these elevators which is definitely the 
latest development in automatic operation. 
It is believed that with this facility avail­
able, the building will be one of the most 
economical to operate that can be de­
signed. 

Because this building is so large and has 
so many people in it, there are a great 
many requirements for the successful 
operation of the building. Among these 
facilities, which are primarily housed in 
the basement floor, are a large cafeteria-
type dining room; lockers and toilet rooms 
for all the people required to operate the 
building, that is cleaning women, janitors, 
engineers, guards etc.; first-aid rooms; 
building maintenance, such as carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing; all of the mechanical 
equipment rooms require for the entrance 
of the telc-phone, electrical, water, steam 
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F o u r of the t h i r t y - s i x C o u r t r o o m s , f e a t u r i n g v a r i o u s w o o d s a n d m a r b l e s 

(Sculpture by Marshall Fredericks) 

and other facilities, as well as a large re­
ceiving and shipping dock accessible from 
the grade by an outside ramp. Another 
facility in the basement is the micro-film­
ing room of the County which will reduce 
the tremendous amount of storage space 
previously required for files to an average 
type file space. Because of these space 
requirements, the basement area extends 

beyond the upper building line to the 
property lines of Jefferson and Larned. 

Another unit of Government, which is 
rather unusual but requires space, is the 
store room required for parking meters 
and facilities for the money so collected 
to be counted and banked. 

The building was begun on July 11, 1951, 

and the cornerstone laid June 22, 1953 
Many difficulties were encountered in al­
location of materials during the Korean 
War, but the program was adjusted to 
suit, and no long periods of inactivity re­
sulted. From an architect s standpoint, it 
has been a true challenge, almost over­
whelming at times, to fit into this btiild-
ing the special needs and functions of all 



of these departments. 

As more and more departments adjust to 
their new surroundings, and find they can 
communicate more directly with each 

other and the pubhc, their comments lead 
us to believe we have met the challenge. 
If we have, it is due to the cooperation of 
hundreds of people, in our office, in the 

City and County departments and the con­
tractors and workmen on the job. The 
building is another step in the realization 
of Detroit's dream of a Civic Center. 



1 

Mechanical Room 
Basement Corridor 
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The Annual Midsummer Conference of 
the Michigan Society of Architects at the 
Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island has each 
year become better in attendance, with 
better programs, and with better financial 
results. 

The Twelfth Annual Conference, August 
4-6, 1955 was no exception, and no small 
part of the credit is due Frederick E. Wig-
en, A.I.A., of Saginaw, Chairman of the 
event. 

Our thanks go to Owens-Illinois Glass 
Company and Detroit Steel Products Com­
pany for spxjnsoring the reception and 
cocktail party, opening the Conference 
Thursday evening; to the Portland Cement 
Association for the continuation of its 
President's Reception, cocktail pxjrty and 
"Man of the Year" award, on Friday eve­
ning, and the Producers' Council, Michigan 
Chapter for its sponsorship of the Satur­
day evening cocktail party. 

Harvey Campbell, Executive Vice - Presi­
dent of the Detroit Board of Commerce, 
was the principal (one and only) speaker 
at the banquet, concluding event of the 
Conference. Speaking on "Where is Mich­
igan Going?" Mr. Campbell told the archi­
tects that they had a basic commodity— 
shelter—and he stated that they were in 
a position to help solve the problems fac­
ing Michigan—notably that of providing 
sufficient water for the many industries 
that are interested in locating in this 
State. 

Gus Langius as toastmaster was in fine 
form and everything he said was right to 
the point. He turned the tables on Gard­
ner Martin of the Portland Cement Associ­
ation by awarding him what Harvey 
designated as the figure of a pregnant 
squaw. Gardner had previously awarded 
President Elmer Manson a skiing trophy 
as "Man of the Year." 

A new feature at the banquet was the 
Besser Teen Tunesters, under the direction 
of Mr. Ralph Mechaud, Besser chorus di­
rector. The six girls presented a ten-
minute program that was a delight. 

President Manson, presiding, presented 
distinguished guests representing the na­
tional body, including George Bain Cum-
mings, F.A.I.A., President of The A.I.A.; 
John N. Richards, F.A.I.A., Second Vice-

TOP: Toastmaster Langius, Speaker Harvey Campbell, A.I.A. President Cummings, Great 
Lakes A.LA. Director Kastendieck, Conierence Chairman Wigen, Society Secretary Mori-
son and Treasurer Haughey. BOTTOM: The Linn Smiths, the Dilchys, the Cummings 
and the Mansons. 

President; Clair W. Ditchy, F.A.I.A., im­
mediate Past President, and Raymond S. 
Kastendieck, A.I.A., Great Lakes Regional 
Director. 
The part of the program devoted to 
"Adventures in Time" was on a high plane 
and was most enjoyable. The series of 
twelve paintings on display at the Con­
ference were done by Marvin Beerbohm, 
Detroit muraUst, with text by Dr. George 
Lechler of Wayne University. The series 
had been published ip twelve issues of 
the MSA Monthly Bulletin during 1954. 
Both Messrs Beerbohm and C. Allen Har­
lan, sponsor of the project, spoke on the 
ideas and ideals back of the series. 

The illustrated lecture by Prof. Ralph W. 
Hammett, A.I.A. on his recent year in 
Europe was just the kind of material that 
is most suitable for such a Conference as 
this. Prof. Hammett explained that he had 
looked at Europe and its architecture not 
only from the standpoint of history but 
also as to what they are doing today. 
Functionally, he said we are doing better 

than they are, while structurally some of 
each is better. Esthetically, he said, they 
are ahead of us. This is due in large part, 
he believes, to the fact that we don't care, 
since we feel that we must be practical. 

Amos Ruddock and his associates from the 
Dow Chemical Company gave an interest­
ing and valuable demonstration and talk 
on the Future of Plastics in Buildings, 
which was as modern as tomorrow. This 
is the kind of information that architects 
can use to advantage, for it shows what 
is ahead and what we can expect from 
research in industry. 

The Board of Directors of the Society met 
at breakfast Friday morning, and one of 
the notable actions was the approval of 
an outline specification for concrete 
masonry worked out by the Concrete Pro­
ducts Association of Michigan, together 
with the Society's Technical Problems 
Committee headed by Eberle M. Smith, 
A.I.A. The specihcation was presented by 
Chester A. Sirrine. A.I.A. Executive Secre­
tary of CPI. 

BELOW, LEFT: Man of the Year Manson receiving trophy from Portland Cement Association's Dick Backus. Olie Ohman and Gard­
ner Martin. RIGHT: Conference Chairman Wigen, Mrs. W. (left) and Mrs. Haughey. 
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NOTE: The 8:00 P. M . program wi l l consist 
primarily oi the jury's critical evaluation 
of all submissions. 

Detroit Chapter, The American Institute of 
Architects wil l give public recognition to 
excellence in architectural achievement by 
members of the Chapter at its dinner meet­
ing in The Detroit Institute of Arts on the 
evening of Wednesday, September 21, 
1955. 

This wil l be the culmination of the Detroit 
Chapter, A.I.A. Honor Awards Program for 
1955, the first such competition held by the 
Chapter since 1931. Wells I. Bennett, 
F A.I.A. is Chairman. 

Entries wi l l be on exhibition at The De­
troit Institute of Arts from September 20 
through October 16, and members are in­
vited to view the exhibition during the 
afternoon of September 20, then attend a 
reception, with refreshments, in the Ro­
manesque Hall of The Institute, at 6:00 
P. M. 

A buffet dinner wi l l be served at 6:30 P. M. 

in the Institute's new Educational Depart­
ment Work Room, newly designed by our 
Chapter President, Suren Pilafian. At 7:30 
the Chapter w i l l hold a brief business 
meeting and induct new corporate mem­
bers. 

At 8:00 P. M. there w i l l be a presentation 
ceremony for the Chapter's 1955 Honor 
Awards Program. Certificates w i l l be pre­
sented to both architects and owners, with 
First Honor Awards and Awards of Merit 
in each classification. 

The Chapter Board wi l l meet at the Insti­
tute of Arts at 3:00 P. M. Attention of mem­
bers is called to the fact that a l l events in 
connection with this meeting w i l l be held 
at The Detroit Institute of Arts instead of at 
the Rackhara Memorial Building as usual. 
The buffet dinner wi l l be catered by Walk­
er and Company, and they promise us a 
delightful menu. The price w i l l be the 
same as usual—$3.00 per person. 

MS4 
B I D D L E H O U S E 

The Biddle House Restoration Committee 
has received contributions from members 
of the Michigan Society of Architects, 
reaching a goodly portion of the Society's 
quota. Contributions have ranged from 
$5 to $250, and the overage is about $36. 
It wil l be appreciated if those who have 
not yet contributed wi l l do so soon. 

Following is a list of contributors to Aug­
ust 18, 1955: Clark R Ackley, Charles N. 
Agree, Inc., Roger Allen, H. S. Baines, 
John P. Baker, H. A. Beam, Byron H. Beck­
er, Gordon A Belson, G. A. Binda & Asso­
ciates, Edward E. Bissell, Lee Black & Ken­
neth C. Black, John O. Blair. 

Ralph R. Colder, Jerome Robert Cerney, 
Louis Chesnow, Erroll R. Clark, John K. 
Cross, J. & G. Daverman Co., Stan J. Davis, 
Derrick & Gamber, Diehl & Diehl, Clair W. 
Ditchy, Alden B. Dow, Alden B. Dov/, Inc., 
Florence Dyer. 

W. Hawkins Ferry, Harford Field, R. S. 
Gerganoff, Harry W. Gjelsteen, Giffels & 
Vollet, Inc. <S L. Rossetti, Joseph C. God-
deyne, Herman G. Gold, Victor Gruen As­
sociates, Inc. 

Ralph W. Hammett, Harley, Ellington & 
Day, Inc., Haughey & Black, Warren 
Holmes Co., Don Hougen, H. F. Howe, 
James B. Hughes, Talmage C. Hughes, 
Arthur K. Hyde, Oscar Janssen, Paul Frank 
Jernegan, Albert Kahn Associated Archi­
tects 6r Engineers, Inc., Paul Kasurin, Louis 
C. Kingscott & Associates, Inc., Alvin Kolm, 
Krauss & Farnsworth, Norman Krecke, Adri­
an N. Langius, Walter E. Lentz, Emil Lorch, 
Charles B McGrew, M. Brice McMillen, 
Molcomson, Fowler <& Hammond, Earl G. 
Meyer. 

Manson & Carver, Alden S. Marvin, O. J. 

Imichigan society of architects 

Munson Associates, Gustave Muth, S. A. 
Nurmi 6t Associates; O'Dell, Hewlett & 
Luckenbach; George R. Page, C. Will iam 
Palmer, St. Clair Pardee, Earl W. Pellerin, 
Louis G. Redstone, Richard M. Robinson, 
C. H. Rosa, M. R. Rosetti, Arthur O. A. 
Schmidt, John Schurman, Michael Shanay-
do, Eberle M. Smith Associates, Inc.; Linn 
Smith; Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, Inc.; 
Stapert-Pratt-Bulthuis & Sprau, Inc.; Wi l l ­
iam A. Stone, Clair A. Stuchell, Matt Sum­
ner, S. Howell Taylor, Karl O. Van Leuven, 
Jr., Vernon L. Venman, Frederick E. Wigen, 
Albert E. Williams, A. J. Zimmermann. 

speaker 

ADCRAFTER TED SEEMEYER, advertising 
director for the Michigan Society of Archi­
tects A I A Bulletin, did a story on Mack­
inac's Grand Hotel, under the pen name 
of Gustavus Arnold, The hotel folk liked it 
so much that they ordered 3,000 reprints in 
booklet form to hand out to guests Next, 
The Detroit Free Press used the story as a 
basis for an article in their magazine sec-
Uon. —THE ADCRAFTER. 

B p I o w : Messrs. Harlan and Beerbohm at 
the Grand Hotel. 

HARVEY CAMPBELL, executive vice-presi­
dent of the Detroit Board of Commerce, as 
principal speaker at the Michigan Society 
of Architects' 12th annual midsummer con­
ference at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac 
Island recently, pointed out that food, 
clothing and shelter were basic necessi­
ties of life, and he added: 

"Not the least important of these is shelter 
—your basic commodity." 
Speaking on the subject, "Where is Michi ­
gan Going?" he predicted that the State 
wi l l have a tremendous increase of popu­
lation within the next decade, and w i t h 
regard to income he said: 

"Today the average Michigan fami ly has 
an annual income of $7,250. Wi th in ten 
years it w i l l undoubtedly be $9,300." 

The speaker said that many important 
industries are being attracted to Mich i ­
gan, but the biggest problem is obta ining 
sufficient water. This, he said, is a para­
dox, since in our Great Lakes and the 
many smaller Lakes of Michigan there is 
such an abundance of water, a n d lie con­
cluded that architects can help solve this 
problem. 
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• Sam's Department Store 
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impostor 
From Detroit Travelers Aid Society to 
Boston Travelers Aid Society: 

We understand that there is a well-known 
Boston architect named John Freeman 
Bradley. Would you consider it within 
your function to notify him that his name 
is being used fraudulently in Detroit, Wind­
sor, Ont., and in cities throughout Michi­
gan. 

We had our first contact with the 63-year-
old man who used the name on July 28. He 
approached our worker at the bus station 
that morning, demanding money, and 
stating that he and his wife were living 
in a downtown hotel, but needed food, and 
that he had been referred to Travelers Aid 
by a priest at a Roman Catholic Church 
just across the street from the bus terminal. 
Our worker was extremely busy with 
other clients, but the fictitious Mr. Bradley 
was insistent that she take care of him 
immediately. He went into detail about his 
broad association with the Boston Council 
of Social Agencies and the Boston fund-
raising group. He also spoke about having 
lost a large investment in a New Jersey 
housing project. Later, on clearing with the 
priest, we found that no such person had 
been there. 

We have since learned that he has been 
known under this name to the Salvation 
Army in Detroit, Windsor, Ontario, and in 
several Michigan cities . 

Today we were informed by the local 
Community Information Service that he 
had gone to them for help. He was de­
scribed as "handsome, intelligent, well-
spoken " He told the same story of the 
New Jersey housing project and stated 
that he had just come from Boston, though 
he gave our worker an address in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. The Information Service 
executive was so much impressed by him 
that she secured appointments for him with 
three architectural firms and the archi­
tectural division of the S. S. Kresge Co 

These people all report that he is evidently 
an architect—and perhaps a good one. 
Three jobs were offered him. A partner in 
one of the firms was so impressed by him 
that he not only offered him a job but was 
wil l ing to advance him $500 personally 
However, the partner decided to check 
with The American Institute of Architects, 
and there he learned that the real John 
Freeman Bradley is a much younger man 
with an entirely different physical descrip­
tion. 

This was reported to the Information Ser­
vice, which also learned that the pseudo 
Mr. Bradley is wanted by the police for 
fraud and embezzlement in Salt Lake City 
and in Denver. This has been reported to 
the firms which saw the man, but he has 
not returned to any of them despite the 
job offers. He evidently made an excellent 
impression, since two of the men who in­
terviewed him expressed willingness to 
give him the jobs previously offered to 
"try to work with him on his personality 
difficulties." 

We are writ ing you, since we feel it is in 
justice to the real Mr. Bradley that he 
should know of the misuse of his name 
and his reputation. It is possible that he 
might meet some extremely puzzling situ­
ations if he did not know of this. Perhaps 
you may want to send him the carbon 
copy of this letter. 

Imichigan society of architects 

HENRY G. GROEHN, executive secretary of the Michigan Slate Board of Registration 
for Architects, Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors, is shown hero pointing out 
to Board members the new offices into which the Board had just moved. A l l seven mem­
bers of the Board were present. 
Besides Groehn, those shown in the picture, from left to right, are Richard Van Praag, 
investigator for the Board; Robert B. Frantz, F.A.I.A., of Saginaw; Talmage C. Hughes, 
F.A.LA., of Detroit; Wells I . Bennett, F.A.I.A., of Ann Arbor; Henry T. McGaughan, Board 
Chairman, of Pontiac; Wil l iam H. Harvie, of Birmingham; Wilf r id C. Polkinghorne. of 
Houghton, and Angelo Marino, of Monroe. 

S T A N D A R D C O T T O N I N S U L A T I O N 
IS M O I S T U R E R E S I S T A N T 

C o t t o n is p l a c e d i n b e a k e r 
filled w i t h w a t e r l e v e l t o 
b l a c k b a n d . 

6 m o n t h s l a t e r , w a t e r h a d 
e v a p o r a t e d t o l o w e r b l a c k 
l i n e ; c o t t o n s t i l l f l o a t e d . 

T h e c o t t o n w a s p a r t i a l l y s u b m e r g e d b y t y i n g i t t o a s t r i n g 
w h i c h w a s a t t a c h e d t o a w e i g h t . A f t e r 6 m o n t h s , t h e c o t t o n 
s h o w e d n o e v i d e n c e o f d e t e r i o r a t i c m . 

T h i s r e s i s t a n c e t o m o i s t u r e is d u e t o t h e n a t u r a l c o a t i n g o f 
w a x o n t h e fibres o f S t a n d a r d C o t t o n I n s u l a t i o n . 

T h i s is b u t o n e o f m a n y a d v a n t a g e o u s f e a t u r e s f o i m d i n 
S t a n d a r d C o t t o n I n s u l a t i o n . O t h e r s a r e : fire r e s i s t a n c e , l i g h t ­
w e i g h t , n o i s e d e a d e n i n g , s u p e r i o r i n s u l a t i n g q u a l i t i e s , r e p e l s 
v e r m i n , w o n ' t s e t t l e n o r sag c e i l i n g s . 

S p e c i f y S t a n d a r d C o t t o n I n s u l a t i o n a n d y o u s p e c i f y the b e s t . 

Distributed by 

W A R R E N F I B R E 
P R O D U C T S C O . 

1 4 2 9 0 M e y e r s R o a d , De t ro i t 2 7 , M i c h . 

M a n u f a c t u r e d b y 

STANDARD 
COTTON PRODUCTS CO. 

Flint, Mich. 

The big, 

n Flint. 
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P R E S T R E S S E D C O N C R E T E , I n c . 

DESIGNERS and MANUFACTURERS of 

PRESTRESSED CONCRETE MEMBERS FOR 
BRIDGES. BUILDINGS. FOUNDATIONS AND PILINGS 

P r e s t r e s s e d c o n c r e t e is t o d a y ' s prac t ica l answer to g rea te r load c a p a ­

c i t y . . . less weight . . . notable e c o n o m y and f i reproof construct ion. 

6 4 9 7 E . 1 0 M I L E R O A D , C E N T E R L I N E , M I C H I G A N • S L o c u m 7 - 3 9 4 5 

P A G E L ' S 
I N C O R P O R A T E D 'avers jPlt o to (^n g r 

for 

WonlUj B J U 641 M O N R O E A V E N U E 

D E T R O I T 26 , M I C H I G A N 

W O . 1-0472 — 1-9239 

COMPLETE W O O D FLOOR INSTALLATIONS 
ironbound* Continuous Strip* Hard Maple — Edge Grain — Flat Grain 

Hardwood Flooring in Maple, Beech, Birch and Oak 

For Gymnasiums, Classrooms, Industry, Ballrooms, Shops, Apartments 
• R e g . U . S . Pot . O f f . 

W H I T C O M B - B A U E R F L O O R I N G , I N C . 
1 0 3 0 1 L y n d o n a t G r i g g s • D e t r o i t 3 8 , M i c h i g a n • W E B s l e r 3 - 4 3 2 0 

F o r 2 7 Y e a r s S p e c i a / i s f s /n Indusfrlal and Fine Wood Floor Installafions 
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eoncrete 
inaisoiiry 
u n i t s 
By C. A. SIRRINE, A.LA., 
Executive Secretary, 
Concrete Products Association, before 
tlie Detroit Chapter, A.LA. 

C . A. SIRRINE, A.LA. 

It should. I believe, be a matter of clear 
understanding at the outset that any ex­
ploratory view to be taken by concrete 
masonry producers of the manner in which 
their products ultimately find use wi l l , 
for the most part, be centered upon certain 
practices normally employed in building 
with concrete masonry. 

Such extraordinary interest is occasioned 
by an understandable concern regarding 
certain conditions inevitably to be en­
countered subsequent to manufacture and 
prior to final completion of construction in 
which concrete masonry units have been 
incorporated. 

Despite the degree of perfection known to 
have been attained in its manufacture, the 
producer is continually aware of the fact 
that performance of his product, after being 
laid in a wall, is the real criterion by which 
its excellence w i l l ultimately be deter­
mined. He is equally aware of the closely 
related and inescapable fact that, not only 
must he relinquish a l l further control over 
his product at the point of its departure 
from his storage yard, but also that a num­
ber of other conditions, entirely beyond 
his control, are to be encountered during 
the subsequent construction period. 

Once the products of a manufacturer's 
skill have passed from his to other hands, 
it is not possible for him to exercise the 
same degree of control over the handUng 
and care of units delivered to the job site, 
for example, that is readily available to 
him as a part of normal production pro­
cedure. Adequate protection of stored ma­
terials against dirt, ground moisture and 
inclement weather, as well as protective 
covering for uncompleted construction on 
which no work is being done, are some 
of the precautions well known to be neces­
sary to satisfactory concrete masonry con­
struction. Yet a careful observance of these 
and other good construction practices must 
be the direct responsibility of the builder, 
under a guiding mandate from the archi­
tect. 

An equally important condition claiming 
the manufacturer's keen and continuing 
interest, although he is practically without 
means to do anything about it, result.-? 
from the manner in which concrete mas­
onry units are placed in a wal l and the 
extent to which protective measures, ade­
quate to a conlniued well being of the 
material, have been made a part of com­
pleted work. Proper handling of this mat­

ter involves, among other items, an ap­
propriate use of control joints and longi­
tudinal joint reinforcement. 
An element of interdependence becomes 
apparent from this necessary division of 
responsibility for carrying out protective 
construction requirements in a satisfactory 
manner. With this thought in mind, and 
at the risk of digressing briefly, I should 
like to refer to a quotation encountered in 
the official publication of the Kansas City 
Chapter of The American Institute of Archi­
tects. This thought - provoking statement, 
made before a seminar of that group by 
a prominent Kansas City builder, in part 
emphasized the necessity for the bui lding 
industry to serve its own best interests by 
means of adequate design, sound ma­
terials and correct construction procedure. 

Such an obviously intelligent expression 
is, it seems to me, incomplete insofar as it 
would appear that not only the interests 
of the building industry but also those of 
the architect and the manufacturer can 
be best served as a result of a l l three 
working together as a team, wherein the 
architect, the builder and the manufacturer 
each willingly accepts and fully discharges 
his share of responsibility for good con­
struction. To this should be added, how­
ever, that no team should be expected to 
function smoothly and faultlessly unless 
and until the members thereof have a 
reasonable knowledge and, perhaps even 
more imjxjrtantly, a sympathetic under­
standing of the individual capabilities and 
limitations involved. 

So, aside from an occasion for pleasa.nf 
social relationships, of which there is some 
evidence, it is with a desire on the part 
of member producers located in the Detroit 
Chapter area, to contribute something in 
the way of better understanding that the 
intended purpose of this meeting may 
be identified. 

The importance to be attached to this pur­
pose is clearly evidenced in the case of 
concrete masonry, where construction in­
corporating units of questionable quality 
can deny success to the most intelligent 
design or exacting construction require­
ments. Conversely, and equally true, the 
most excellent example of concrete mas­
onry production wil l contribute to the suc­
cess of a construction operation only to 
the extent permitted by the manner in 
which the material is handled in both de­
sign and construction. 

Added importance is given to this purpose 

by the fact that, aside from the influence 
destined to be exerted by the builder in 
his use or unfortunate misuse of the ma­
terial, the desirable future of concrete mas­
onry lies, in a marked degree, on the 
drafting boards of the nation. It is wi th in 
the relatively restricted area of the archi­
tect's office where original determinations 
are made as to what materials shall be 
used and just how extensive that use 
shall be. It is there that new and/or im­
proved materials receive first, important 
recognition and where original and imagi­
native ideas for their use are created. 

This is not intended to imply however, that 
concrete masonry should necessarily be 
considered as one of a host of new bui ld­
ing materials constantly being developed 
and brought to the hand of the designer 
and builder; although the products of pre­
sent day concrete masonry machinery and 
manufacturing processes, by reason of a 
steady development, might very properly 
be included among the most recently of­
fered items. 

It is to be noted, in this connection, that 
concrete masonry's basic ingredient—con­
crete—was fairly well known to architects 
and builders in the days of the Roman 
Empire; and, further, that truly native 
Americans were turning out a prototype of 
concrete masonry, i n a manner entirely 
adequate to their needs, for quite a 
while prior to any concept of concrete 
masonry as it is known today. Inciden­
tally, history has a curious way of repeat­
ing itself in this present era of modern 
machinery. Concrete masonry producers 
located in several of our western states 
are again producing adobe units, but 
largely for a so-called design effect rather 
than the design-worthy, uti l i tarinan rea­
sons which brought adobe bricks into orig­
inal use. 

Much later than the periods just mentioned 
but early in the history of the concrete 
masonry industry as it is presently known, 
there was a period when any one who 
had access to a gravel pit and a hand 
tamping machine was in the cement block 
business. 
Before, during, and for a long time after 
that period the architectural profession 
concerned itself with structures, particular­
ly public ones, designed in the image of 
ancient monuments. Those were the years 
when a bank had to be a Greek or Ro­
man temple; when big business, contem­
porary in all its other aspects, was housed 
in Gothic skyscrapers and when an archi­
tectural student who dared to stray from 
the confining fold of archaeology was a 
dead pigeon. This was an era in which 
the accumulation of worldly goods was 
measured by the size and grandeur of 
the family home, and when the nation's 
residential thoroughfares were dotted wi th 
massive stone structures attesting to the 
affluence of their owners. 

Small wonder then, that such influences, 
at work upon an industry, were productive 
of panel-faced and pseudo - vermiculated 
blocks reminiscent of the Italian Renai'i-
sance, along with the universally popular 
rock-faced units that, among other uses, 
supported the front porches of the nation, 
and today continue to be manufactured 
and sold for repair and alterations lo 
many of the original installations. 

All of this presents an early example of 
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The NATURAL HOUSE 
by Frank L loyd W r i g h t 

the magnificent new book on smal 
houses by the great architect 

THE NATURAL HOUSE is the book of most 
practical interest for architects and builders 
ever written by Frank Lloyd Wright—the 
first he has done on low cost and moderate 
cost houses. 
In this long-planned contribution towards 
solving the building problem for people of 
limited means, he gives a step-by-step de­
scription of the construction of the concrete 
block house, the renowned "Usonian Auto­
matic"—in text, photos and drawings. He 
also answers such questions as: where to 
build . . . insulation . . . roof . . . heat, etc. 
Many other famed small Wright houses are 
described and illustrated with photos, draw­
ings, plans and costs.—116 illustrations in all. 

8" X 10" $6.50 
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A I A Monthly B u l l e t i n 
120 Madison Avenue • Delroi t 26 , Mich igan 
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know about 

motel planning 
and design! 

268 pages , 
over 600 photos and plans, 

9 " x l 2 " . $12.00 

M O T E L S 
The only C O M P L E T E , up-to-date 

book for architects on the subject 
of motels exclusively! 

W i t h over 600 photos and plans, 
the authors cover in full detail all 
the factors the architect must be 
familiar with in order to plan and 
design a motel that has all the ele­
ments essential to successful opera­
tion. You'l l find hundreds of fresh 
new ideas to guide you in pro­
ducing sound, original designs. 

Share in this fast-growing, prof­
itable f ie ld—don' t fail to send for 
this valuable book! 

order directly from 
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Now! For better design 
of secure prestressed 
concrete structures 

' T ' H I S practical aid offers methods 
for improved design and applica-

tion of prestressed concrete. Tests of 
•["•̂  / prestressed concrete are discussed, in-
O i / t . ^ - v eluding studies of creep of steel and 
concrete, behavior of beams tested to breaning point, and 
problem of buckling during prestressing. More than 50 
applications of prestressed concrete, drawn from the au­
thor's own experience, are described in detail, and illus­
trated by photographs, diagrams, and plans. 

P R E S T R E S S E D C O N C R E T E 
By Gustave Magnel 

Professor of Reinforced Concrete at the 
University of Ghent, Belgium, and Director of the Laboratory 

Third Edit ion. 352 pages, 6x9. 330 illus. $8.00 

Y O U get clearly-explained princi-
pies, methods, and applications of 

prestressed concrete in this practical 
guide. You are given important data 
on statistically-determinate beams and 
continuous beams. 
The book tells how to calculate amount 
of reinforcement required in the zone 
where cables or bars are secured . . . 
and gives a simple method which 
makes it easier to design a continuous 
beam in prestressed concrete than in 
ordinary reinforced concrete. 

• G i v e s d e a d 
weight and a c ­
c e p t a b l e work­
ing l o a d for 
vary ing s p a n s 
a n d depths of 
beams . 

• Presents nu­
mer ica l app l i ca ­
tions of great 
h e l p to de­
signers . 

N A T I O N A L A R C H I T E C T 
120 Madison Avenue Detroit 26, Michigan 

•40 

Save Time! Avoid Costly Mistakes. 

B U I L D I N G 

C H E C K L I S T 
by B E N J O H N S M A L L . A . I . A . 

158 p a g e s . 6V2"x8V2". $3.50 

Expertly compiled by the famous author of Stream­
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attempted team work, in which industry 
tried to give to the builder for his use what 
the designer so graphically indicated to 
be his choice. 

The failure to recognize concrete masonry 
in the single light of its basic qualities 
and to understand its limitations as a 
building unit, without attempting to make 
it appear to be something else is, undoubt­
edly, one of the reasons for the amount 
of time that elapsed before manufacturers 
sensed the necessity for producing con­
crete masonry in the simple, design-worthy 
forms in which it is to be found today. 

Other and more important reasons include 
the fact that conclusive results of research 
are not obtained over night; that improved 
manufacturing techniques are products of 
long-range planning and experience; and 
that important advances in production ma­
chinery have constantly taken place over 
the years. 

It is somewhat coincidental that these 
years of constant improvement in ma­
terials, machines and production know-
how, responsible for bringing concrete 
masonry to its present, but by no means 
final, point of perfection, are paralleled 
to an unusual degree by the time con­
sumed in architecture's struggle to free 
itself from those ties to antiquity to which 
common sense and sound reasoning de­
nies a present day usefulness; and for 
the profession to move forward to a point 
of realization that honest architecture must 
recognize a proper and necessary relation­
ship of form to function. 

It wil l very likely be in this friendly clima*e 
that concrete masonry, in company with 
other sound materials, may anticipate a 
further healthy development, nourished by 
proper use in a manner consistent with 
inherent advantages to be gained there­
from, and within clearly understood limita­
tions. 

At this point a question might logically 
arise as to what the architect-member ot 
the triumvirate should consider a prop.e.-
course of action to obtain maximum bene­
fit from an advantageous use of concrete 
masonry. 

The material should, it seems to me, be em­
ployed by the architect in the same hone.;t 
manner by which sound principles of con­
temporary architecture dictate that his de­
signs shall be created. At no time should 
concrete masonry be called upon to per­
form in excess of the natural and known 
limitations of the material, or to lose its 
identity in representation of something 
else. 

Demand of quaUty is mandatory at all 
times. Not only is this a fundamental prin­
ciple of good professional practice but, in 
addition, industry wi l l be aided substan­
tially in its continuing program of self 
improvement by every instance of refusal 
to permit the use of sub-standard units. 

The quality of craftsmanship in construc­
tion must be no less than the quality of 
concrete masonry units to be built into a 
structure. This, too, must be a direct re 
sponsibility of the builder who, in certain 
instances, has resorted to a practice of 
blaming the products manufacturer when­
ever a concrete masonry wal l he has built 
begins to show signs of impropjer con­
struction. 

There must, it seems to me, be taken into 

account the fact that all materials are su:;-
ceptible to change in some degree by rea­
son of "drying out" processes and/or ex­
posure to variation in temperature. Pro­
visions to care for stresses set up by such 
conditions are a part of customary prac­
tice with respect to nearly all materiaU. 
However, for some unidentifiable reaso.n. 
there appears to be a disposition in the 
case of concrete masonry to consider pre­
cautions normally taken with other ma­
terials as unnecessary, and any resultant 
failure to be a direct responsibility of tho 
producer of the units used. 

I was recently asked to serve as a con­
sultant on a job where failures had oc­
curred and where the manufacturer had 
been accused of furnishing sub-standard 
units as a reason for the unfortunate re­
sults obtained. Investigation failed to sup­
port the contention that structural failures 
had taken place in the units. Further ex­
amination did disclose, however, that a 
wall had been erected 160 feet in length 
and approximately 18 feet high without a 
single provision for relieving stresses that 
might develop; that construction had taken 
place during the winter months, and that 
a protecting roof had been built over the 
wall only a short time before the inspec­
tion. Yet, in the face of an obvious ab­
sence of correct construction procedure, 
the manufacturer was charged with sup­
plying inferior materials. 

Completely objective surveys of concrete 
masonry construction requirements, to 
which the immediately preceding observa­
tions and the earlier expressed concerns 
of the producer have an obviously close 
relation, lend strength to an opinion that 
a most impxjrtant source of corrective mea­
sures lies within the architect s sphere of 
influence. It becomes abundantly clear 
that the extent to which recognition of re­
quirements normal to the product hnds in­
telligent expression in specifications and 
working drawings issued by the architect 
will be an accurate measure of concrete 
masonry's construction success. 

The foregoing statement is based upon a 
sincere belief that the great majority of 
reputable builders are amenable to intel­
ligent direction; that they are desirous of 
obtaining and wil l use any construction 
procedure which provides a satisfactory 
solution to their job problems, and that 
architects are equally zealous in their 
desire to attain perfection. 

It is then an obvious conclusion that the 
architectural profession, so important to 
the successful use of concrete masonry, 
must be provided with sound and work­
able information at every opportunity, if 
the manufacturer is to make a reasonable 
contribution to actual construction and is 
to deny to the builder or the architect a 
questionable privilege of screaming "in­
ferior materials" at the first crack of the 
block. 

Accordingly, it may be of pertinent interest 
to first briefly examine the matter of con­
crete masonry specifications. In this con­
nection I wil l hazard a guess that if, at 
this moment, we were to examine speci­
fications obtained from six local offices, we 
would find, included under concrete mas­
onry, six widely varying statements by 
which it was hoped to obtain substantially 
the same thing. This may sound a little 
rough on specification writers, but let me 
give you an example. An architect with 

whom I have had a long acquaintance and 
know to be a capable and talented prj:r-
litioner, was recently commissioned to do 
a school building. In his specifications for 
light weight concrete masonry units to 
used in this structure, I read the follow­
ing: "cinder blocks as manufactured by 
the Detroit Cinder Block Company." The 
specification writer may have asked for 
exactly what he wanted—but I doubt i l . 
The Detroit Cinder Block Company ceased 
to exist 25 years ago. This was, a glowing 
tribute to the age-old custom of clipping 
specifications from former jobs, but hardly 
adequate if it is desired to obtain best 
results from the use of concrete masonry. 

In recognition of situations similar to tha 
one just mentioned and, much more im­
portantly, in further recognition of a far 
too frequently disregarded fact that the 
architect, as only one human being, can 
hardly be expected to know in detail 
everything about everything, the Michigan 
Society of Architects and the Concrete Pro 
ducts Association of Michigan have joint­
ly undertaken the development of a mini­
mum standard specification for concrete 
masonry, intended for general use in the 
State of Michigan as a reference speci­
fication. A Committee appointed from the 
Society working with the Association's 
Technical Problems Committee form a team 
to produce a specification which w i l l be 
technically accurate, all-inclusive and, it is 
believed, of inestimable benefit to al l con­
cerned; in that the architect, the builder 
and the manufacturer w i l l , at long last, 
be provided thereby with a common lang­
uage for the expression of concrete mas­
onry requirements. 

An unusual amount of time and effort has 
been put into preparation of the proposed 
document because, intended as a stan­
dard, it must reflect a maximum of ac­
curacy, coverage and clear understanding. 
There have been undesirable and, at the 
same time, unavoidable delays encounter­
ed in its preparation. As the one to whom 
preparation of original drafts of the speci-
lication was assigned, I must take per­
sonal responsibility for these delays. How­
ever, it is possible to report at this time 
that the specification is now ready for re­
view and decision by the joint committee. 

Comparable in importance to that of prop­
er specifications is the development and 
use of correct construction procedures for 
concrete masonry. Although research on 
the subject and study of results obtained 
by practical field application are by -no 
means at a point of f inal conclusion, there 
are those who feel that some progress has 
been made in Michigan through the Asso­
ciation's action in developing and making 
available what is believed to be a helpful 
control joint procedure. At the outset, the 
necessity for keeping such a procedure 
as simple as possible, and the cost of 
carrying it out to a minimum without sacri­
fice in the protechve value of the joint was 
clearly recognized. 

In Michigan where, at the present time, 
high-pressure steam-cured units represent 
a very minor portion of total concrete mas­
onry production, an opinion was encoun­
tered which had developed in certain guar 
ters to the effect that use of this type of 
unit in construction made control joint ing 
unnecessary. The fact of the matter is that 
the difference between using high-pres­
sure steam-cured units and other, far more 
available types, is one of degree rather 
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than one which would permit a total elimi­
nation of control joints in concrete masonry 
walls 

Another opinion encountered as to how 
the use of control joints might be elimi­
nated, proposed a substitution of horizontal 
joint reinforcement for control joint con­
struction. Here again, the facts in the case 
call for emphasis to be placed on the im­
portance of using joint reinforcement; but 
only for its intended purpose and within 
its known limitations of use which do not 
include the role of replacement for con­
trol joints. 

It is then necessary to point out the valu3, 
so clearly indicated by results obtained in 

the field, of employing both horizontal 
reinforcement and control joints, in proper 
combination, and to warn against the 
fallacy of considering one as a replace­
ment for the other. 

A very substantial amount of engineering 
research and testing is being carried on 
by the more important manufacturers of 
horizontal joint reinforcement. From these 
programs, undertaken as an industry ser­
vice, must and wi l l come a great majority 
of the answers to horizontal reinforcement 
problems. Consequently, any comment on 
the subject offered at this time must neces­
sarily be considered as a general refer­
ence based almost entirely upon field ob­

servation of wall behavior. 

In the interest of accurate reporting, it 
must be said that any apparent resistance 
to the use of control joints in Michigan 
has, for the most part, been offered by 
members of the designing group. This 
stated reluctance appears to have de­
veloped largely from the designer's feel­
ing that the apF>earance of control join!s 
in the facade or on the interior w a l l sur­
faces of his architectural creation would 
have a tendancy to dilute the aesthetic 
quality of his design. Actual experience 
amply demonstrates that control joints look 
far more formidable on the working draw­
ings than they appear in the finished wal l . 

MARVIN BEERBOHM 

If you have consulted your programs, you 
no doubt have noted that this time has 
been allotted to something referred to as 
a "Discussion of the Philosophy" of the 
group of paintings on exhibition here. I 
sincerely hope that wasn't as alarming to 
you as it was to me, for I am no philo­
sopher, and am not interested in a lot of 
metaphysical double - talk. If you have 
examined the paintings, and read the ex­
planatory copy so ably composed by Dr. 
George Lechler, our special consultant for 
this project, you already have a good idea 
what they are all about. 

I am here not only in my personal role 
as the artist, but also as a sort of "reader," 
as was used in the old Greek plays . . . 
describing, commenting, and pointing up. 
The inception of this project was very 
simple—the result of an informal discus­
sion over coffee on a Sunday afternoon 
at the Harlans. Mr. Harlan's facile imagi­
nation was quickly fired by the impli­
cations of Dr. Lechler's descriptions of 
ancient techniques and technology. At 
that time, none of us fully realized just 
what an exciting and rewarding project 
this was to be. Each of us was seeing in 
his mind's eye his own goal, but we could 
not foresee the ultimate results of our 
collective endeavor. 

As a working artist, I was thrilled at the 
idea of documenting the debt of today's 
technology to the past, but I didn't anti­
cipate the impact of the ideas implement­
ed in each assignment. The hackneyed 
phrase, "there is nothing new under the 
sun," was muttered under my breath, not 
in disgust but in awe, as the material was 

adventures 
In time 
An Address by Marvin Beerbohm. Muralist. 
before the Michigan Society of Architects 
Midsummer Conference al the Grand Hotel 
on Mackinac Island, Michigan, August 4, 
1955. 

assembled each month, and I marveled at 
the unfolding of man's efforts to solve his 
most pressing problems . . . not today's 
man, standing in the ful l light of his con­
quered environment, aided by the able 
tools of science, technology, and history 
. . . but that man of 150,000 years ago, 
hunting his food with the bolo he had 
fashioned . . . and the slave of 3500 years 
ago, quarrying the obelisk, utilizing the 
brute strength of his back and arms in a 
disciplined way, dictated by carefully 
thought-out plans for the most effective use 
of that power to move "immovable" stone. 

We named the series "Adventures i n 
Time," and it has proved to be apt. An 
Arab poet once said, "Time is not mea­
sured by clock or calendar, but by the 
intensity of experience." 

Certainly, this has been true of this pro­
ject, for I , who have always been so 
pressed by the simple mathematics of just 
one lifetime that I have taken to ly ing 
about my age . . . have become so im­
mersed in the activities of the man on that 
long road back to 70,000 years ago, that 
my own horizons have been expanded and 
amplified. 

We have long been aware that the hu­
man denominator is inherent in all pro­
gress, in the sometimes slow but steady 
surge of civilization and growth of cul­
tures. In a project such as the one we 
are discussing, we are constantly remind­
ed of this as we see the primitive results 
of that tremendous power, the mind of 
man. And we wonder about them . . . 
primitive scientists and dreamers and 
artisans, who bravely experimented, intro­
duced, yes, even projected hitherto un­
known ideas to their contemporaries. We 
owe them a tremendous debt, and it was 
the awareness of this debt, and the keen 
interest and pride in the techniques and 
technology of today, that led Mr. Harlan 
to sponsor this project . . . first, as drama­
tic documentation for the Harlan Electric 
Company's advertising in the Michigan 
A.I.A. Bulletin, and ultimately as a perm­
anent collection of paintings in a special 
field. 

The function of an artist is to express ideas 

and ideals through his own media . . . 
brush, pigment and canvas. He must be 
honest, sincere, hard-working, and not 
afraid to acknowledge his dreams. He 
must fit into the scheme of things, and 
use his talent wisely wi th in the needs of 
his community . . . that is my personal 
measuring stick, for my own self. 

Allan Harlan, industrialist, community-
minded, and generous giver of himself, 
his time, his financial resources, and his 
know-how, must have a king-size measur­
ing stick that he uses, for this project is 
just another of the many he h,as evolved 
and shared with so many. His enthusiasm 
and whole-hearted interest in this series 
has been a constant source of stimu­
lation. His robust praise of the paintings 
themselves recalls to me the young woman 
painter who was to exhibit a canvas for 
the first time at the Metropolitan Museum, 
and was elatedly discussing it at home. 
Her small daughter, who had been f i rmly 
guided through the halls of that institu­
tion, and knew it was f i l led wi th impres­
sive old masters, thought for a moment, 
and then asked. "Mother, does that make 
you an Old Mistress?" 

Seriously, it has been a great pleasure to 
work with Mr. Harlan and Dr. Lechler on 
this project and to see if progress from an 
idea to an actuality. Someone once said 
of Columbus, that he wasn't such a much, 
since when he started out, he didn't know 
where he was going, when he got there 
he didn't know where he was, and when 
he got back he didn't know where he 
had been. 

Well, when he started out we didn't know 
for sure where we were going, but, un­
like Columbus, we do know where we are, 
and we certainly know where we have 
been. We hope that these paintings may 
prove to be not just documentation of 
Adventures in Time, but inspirational as 
reminders that our debt to the past is a 
complex chain of many things . . . that 
our luxurious, over-size bed of today, wi th 
its foam rubber mattress, is the logical 
successor to that narrow hard shelf of 
clay, cushioned with dry moss, of 8,000 
B. C , and in a larger way, that our great 
dynamos, smelters, illumination, drills . . . 
indeed, a l l the tools of industry and com­
merce, technology and culture, had their 
beginnings in the dreams of many gener­
ations behind us. 

As the past plucks at our sleeve, we may 
well paraphrase Ecclesiastes, "To every 
thing there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven . . . that 
which hath been is now . . . and that 
which is to be hath already been." 
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B u i l d e r s ' H a r d w a r e 
W i t h the Completion of the City-County Building There Is 

A d d e d to Detroit's Downtown Skyline Another Fine Building 

Equipped with Builders' Hardware 

Supplied by 

JOHN H. FREEMAN CO. 
3627 CASS AVENUE DETROIT. M I C H I G A N 

Harley , E l l ing lon 
& Day, Inc. 
Arct i i tects and 
Engineers 

We' re proud of our selection as Ironite Waterproof ing Contractor 
for the Ci ty-County Building, Detroit Michigan 

WESTERN WATERPROOFING COMPANY 
O u t s t a n d i n g C o n s t r u c t i o n S e r v i c e 
3 8 t h Y e a r o f C o n t i n u o u s S e r v i c e 

9 9 6 0 F R E E L A N D , D E T R O I T 27, M I C H I G A N - T E X A S 4 -5550 

l O r ^ M I T C FOR BELOW-GRADE D CQT^^ D CTC FOR WATERPROOFING c p n A V * ^ D CTC ^O'^ " " ^ H STRENGTH WATER 
I IN I I C WATERPROOFING K C O I V > J - ' ^ K C I C » BUILDING RESTORATION J ' • v ^ l ^ C I C RESISTANT COATINGS » TOPPINGS 

"Above Trade Marks Reg. U.S. Pat. O f f . " 

CITY-COUNTY BUILDING 
D E T R O I T , M I C H I G A N 

C A N O P Y 
FACIAS 
SOFFITS 
STAINLESS STEEL C O L U M N S 

By 

AAaul-AAacotta Corp. 
1640 E. Hancock Avenue, Detroit 7, Michigan 

W R I T E F O R O U R N E W A T A L O G 

Main Office: 
1486 GRATIOT 
D E T R O I T 7 

We are proud to have participated in the 
construction of the beautiful and monumental 
City-County Building with our Ready-Mixed Concrete 

K O E N I G 
C O A L & S U P P L Y C O . 
R E A D Y - M I X E D C O N C R E T E 
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Telephone 
WOodward 
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHI­
TECTS is conducting a survey to determi.ie 
to what extent its members are partici­
pating in planning and zoning activities 
in cooperation with the various planning 
agencies throughout the country. 

Detroit Chapter oi the Institute has sent 
questionnaires to such agencies in this 
area to determine their architectural per­
sonnel. 

Included are the Detroit Metropolitan Area 
Planning Commission; the cities of Birm­
ingham, Detroit, Dearborn, Grosse Pointe, 
Lansing, Pontiac, Ann Arbor, Ferndale, 
Highland Park and Royal Oak. Also In­
cluded are the counties of Oakland, St. 
Clair and Washtenaw. 

Architectural personnel on these commis­
sions are Ray C. Eastman, Ann Arbor; 
Harry M. Denyes, Birmingham; Richard B. 
Fernbach (Director), Highland Park; J. 
Robert F. Swanson (Chairman). George J. 
Bery. Oakland County. 

Harold S. Ellington, Engineer, of Harley. 
Ellington & Day, Inc., Architects and Engi­
neers, is on both the Detroit Metropolitan 
Area Planning Commission and the Grosje 
Pointe Park Planning Commission. He is 
chairman of the latter. 

The Detroit City Plan Commission has for 
its director-secretary Charles A. Blessing, a 
member oi the A I.A., and for its consultant 
Eero Saarinen, a Fellow of the Institute. 
Also on the Detroit Commission are Francis 
P. Bennett, A I A.; Frank A Barcus, A.I.A.; 
Helen L. Fassett and Edward ]. Hustoles, 
associate members of the Detroit Chapter, 
A.I.A. 

Advisory to the Detroit City Plan Com­
mission is Detroit Chapter's Committee on 
Civic Design: Louis Rossetti, Chairman; 
Malcolm R. Stirlon, Vice-Chairman; James 
H. Barr, Eugene T. Cleland, Clair W 
Ditchy, Amedeo Leone, Thomas H. Hewlett, 
Eberle M. Smith, Minoru Yamasaki, Ed 
ward H. Laird and Lawrence G. Linnard. 

WAYNE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF BUSI­
NESS ADMINISTRATION announces that 
its evening course in Construction Finance 
and Accounting wi l l be offered on Mon­
day evenings from 7:30 to 9:30 p. m. for 
16 weeks beginning September 19, 1955 

The course given this fall for the fourth 
time, is designed for those who occupy or 
seek executive positions in the building 
field. It is also of interest to those in the 
financial field of the building industry, 
such as bankers, public accountants, of­
ficials of surety comixinies, suppliers and 
contractors. 

Registrations at $35 each may be made 
through Ihe Division of Business Service 
at the University, 692 Merrick, telephone 
TEmple 1-1566. 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL EN­
GINEERS, Detroit Section w i l l hold the 
first of a series of meetings on Nuclear 
Science, in cooperation with the Detroit 
Nuclear Council, at The Engineering So­
ciety of Detroit, Tuesday, October 4, 1955. 
Dinner wi l l be served at 6:00 P M , and 
reservations for dinner should be made 
with Mr. D. W. Anderson, Parke, Davis <S 
Co., LO. 7-5300, Ext. 246, by Oct. 3. 

The meeting w i l l be a panel discussion 
on Radiation Chemistry in which Mr. Ber­
nard Monowitz oi Brookhaven National 
Laboratory; Dr. J. J. Martin of the Depart­
ment of Chemical Engineering, University 
of Michigan, w i l l participate. There w i l l 
also be an eye-witness report of the 
Geneva Nuclear Conference and of the 
Atomic Industrial Forum Conference held 
in September. The panel meeting wi l l be 
held in ESD auditorium at 7:30 P. M. the 
same evening. 

NEW CORPORATE MEMBERS OF THE 
A I A wl l be inducted into the Institute by 
Detroit Chapter Membership Chairman, 
Maurice B. Hammond at the Chapter's din­
ner meeting in The Detroit Institute of 
Arts, September 21, 1955, 

The eighteen new members are Theodore 
V. Bacon, Douglas K. Bloetscher, Frederick 
Brauning, Elden P. Eroh, Fred D. Farra.-, 
Irvin D. Feig, Maurice B. Kimmins, Louis W. 
Klei, James H. Livingston, Francis P. Lynch, 
Yochizo Machida, Phillips B. Marcellu.^-, 
Jr, Robert C. Metcalf, Willard A. Oberdick, 
Richard J. Pavlicek, Stuart D. Rodgers, 
Arthur H, Sercombe and George E. 
Thomas. 

CLEMENT E. MASON, an associate mem­
ber of the Detroit Chapter, American Insti­
tute of Architects, has just been elected 
District Governor of Lions International, 
for District HE of Michigan. 

Mason, experienced as commercial artist 
and architectural designer with General 
Motors Corp. and Ford Motor Co , is now 
with the Besser Company, of Alpena, 
Mich., in charge of product design and the 
company's exhibits at regional, national 
and international expositions. He also is 
responsible for his company s construction, 
modification and building expansion pro­
gram. 

CLARENCE L. WATERS, A L A . has trans­
ferred his membership in The American 
Institute of Architects from the Detroit 
Chapter to the Saginaw Valley Chapter 

Waters and David F Oeming recently es­
tablished a partnership for the practice of 
architecture at 218'/2 South Hamilton Ave 
in Saginaw. 

Both are graduates of the University of 
Michigan formerly employed in the office 
of Swanson Associates, Inc., of Bloomfield 
Hills, Mich. 

FREDERICK G. STICKEL, A.LA., chief archi­
tect for the Detroit office of Victor Gruen 
and Associates, Architects, was a recent 
speaker before the Saginaw Rotary Club. 

Sticke! showed color slides and motion 

pictures of his firm's Northland Shopping 
Center, and he described in detail some 
of the philosophy behind the design and 
execution of this project. 

The program was arranged by Peter 
Frantz, A.I.A., of the Saginaw firm of 
Frantz & Spence, Architects, 

NEWLY ELECTED NON-RESIDENT MEM­
BERS of the Michigan Society of Architects 
are Oscar Stonorov of Philadelphia, Calli.< 
E Miller of Indianapolis, Arthur N. Stein-
mark of Pittsburgh; Wil l iam M. Cooley, 
Walter H. Sobel and Alfred Shaw, al l of 
Chicago. 

James B. Morison, Society secretary, an 
nounces that a l l of those newly elected 
are members of The American Institute of 
Architects, and all are registered to prac­
tice in Michigan. 

LEONARD H, GUSSOW, electrical engi­
neer announces the removal of his offices 
to 1112 Charlevoix building, 2233 Park 
Avenue, Detroit 26, Mich. The telephone 
number remains the same — WOodward 
5-6336. 

Gussow was formerly at 1229 Majestic 
building, Detroit. 

LEINWEBER, YAMASAKI & HELLMUTH, of 
Detroit, and Hellmuth, Yamasaki and Lein-
weber of St. Louis, Mo., w i l l henceforth 
practice as independent architectural 
firms. 

The Detroit organization w i l l continue to 
practice as Yamasaki, Leinweber & Asso­
ciates, Architects and Engineers, at the 
firm's present address, 112 Madison Ave. 

SMITH, HINCHMAN & GRYLLS, I N C , 
ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS, have been 
appointed for the design of a 1,700,000 
square foot metal stamping plant for tho 
Ford Motor Company, to be located near 
Chicago, Illinois. The plant w i l l be situated 
on a 140 acre site, as part of the Com­
pany's recently announced $625,000,000 
expansion program. 

C. ALLEN HARLAN, Chairman of the Ma­
jor Commerce, Trades and Professions unit 
of Detroit's Torch Drive, is just get t ing 
unaer way wi th his campaign. John W. 
Armstrong, is a co-chairman, as is Gerald 
G. Diehl, A.I.A., for the architects' division. 

The Building Trades Division last year 
raised some $380,000 for the Torch Drive. 
Goal for this year wi l l be announced soon. 
This "Give Once For A l l " drive w i l l begin 
October 18 and run through November 10. 

ARCHITECT in northern location would 
like to purchase a going practice in a 
southern state or enter into a worthwhile 
partnership in a more southerly location, 
possibly Texas or Florida.—Monthly Bul­
letin Box No. 150. 

ARCHITECT desires connection, lull or 
part time, with established Detroit office. 
—Box 151, Monthly Bulletin. 
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you'll see AGITAIR everywhere . . . 
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the world. 
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HARLEY, ELLINGTON & DAY, INC. 
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Detroit's New 
City-County Building 
JAMES A . MOYNES & CO. 
Specialists in Fine Woodivork 
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HARLEY. ELLINGTON & DAY, INC , Archi­
tects and Engineers announces that Paul 
B. Brown, Frederick J. Hildebrandt and Al ­
fred H. Mitschke have been elected vice-
presidents of the firm. 

Brown, a graduate of the College of Archi­
tecture, University of Michigan, was win­
ner of its Booth Traveling Fellowship in 
1940. He is now a director of the Detroit 
Chapter, American Institute of Architects. 
As project administrator for HE&D, he has 
had charge oi such projects as the Univer­
sity of Detroit's expansion program, Mich­
igan National Guard Armories, Michigan 
Life Insurance Company building. Na­
tional Bank of Detjoit branches, and other 
educational and institutional projects. 

Hildebrandt, also a U. oi M. graduate, is 
a registered professional civil engineer. As 
construction manager for the firm, he has 
been in charge of field forces located from 
Newark, N. ] . to Los Angeles, Calif., also 
in Toronto and Montreal, Canada. 

Mitschke is a member of The American 
Institute of Architects, its Detroit Chapter, 
and The Engineering Society of Detroit. 
He received his early training in various 
Detroit offices, including that of the late 
William B. Stratton, F.A.I.A. He also took 
special courses in structural engineering 
at the University of Wisconsin. 

DONALD F. WHITE, A.I.A., member of the 
Detroit Chapter, American Institute of Ar­
chitects, is now in Harbel, Liberia-West 
Africa, with the United States agency, FOA. 

The assignment is a joint operation of the 
Government of the U. S. and the Republic 
of Liberia, to assist the Prairie View Agri­
cultural and Mechanical College in de­
veloping Booker Washington Institute into 
a technical school patterned after the land 
grant college system of the U. S. 

White, senior member of the Detroit archi­
tectural Hrm of White & Griffin, writes that 
there is a great deal of work involved in 
developing the physical plant of the col­
lege as well as curricula innovations, and 
he adds: 

"At present we are working on a campus 
development and expansion site plan, and 
making detailed studies for a trades build­
ing with a number of shops. The school 
was founded in 1928 by the Phelps Stokes 
Fund of New York, and it is now supported 
by the Republic of Liberia. Firestone has 
its rubber plantation in the vicinity, and 
also there is a subsidiary of Republic 
Steel Corporation." 

LOUIS G. REDSTONE, A.I.A., was architect 
for Detroit Public Library's newest unit, 
the Henry Chaney Branch at Grand River 
and Mansfield Avenues. 

Mrs Hedley V. Richardson, president oi 
the Library Commission, presided at the 
dedication ceremonies, and taking part 
were Mayor Albert E. Cobo; Counc! 
President, Louis C. Miriani, and other mem­
bers of the Library Commission and De­
troit Common Council. 

Lynn D. Bartlett is branch librarian of 
the new unit, the ninth opened in the past 
six years. 

Charles M. Mohrhardt, Associate Director 
of The Detroit Public Library, said: 

' We are extremely well pleased with Mr 
Redstone and the building which he de­
signed for us. It was with pride that we 
introduced him to the audience in attend­
ance at the time of the dedication." 

FRANK REESER, well-known portrait artist, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, who is spending the 
summer at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac 
Island, completed a number of pastel por­
traits of ladies attending the Michigan So­
ciety of Architects Midsummer Conference 
there August 4-6, 1955. 

Among them were Mrs. Gardiner Vose of 
Bloomfield Hills, Mrs. Eberle M. Smith of 
Grosse He; the Misses Carol and Bonnie 
Beltz, daughters of the Charles R. Beltzes 
of Grosse Pointe, and granddaughters of 
the American Ambassador to the Philip­
pines, the Honorable and Mrs. Homer Fer­
guson; Miss Anne Fuchs, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert L. Fuchs of Huntington 
Woods, and Mrs. Tyler Riggin of Kalama­
zoo. 

Mr. Reeser is expected in Detroit the latter 
part of November when he w i l l complete 
other portraits commissioned at Mackinac 
Island. 

CLAIR W. DITCHY, F.A.I.A. was a speaker 
at the recent annual convention of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects 
m Detroit. 

Ditchy stressed the fact that in a new era 
v/o are privileged beyond our forbears to 
enjoy the fruits of an inventive age, with 
modern architecture combined with land­
scape architecture offering standards of 
living never before knov/n, and he added: 

"Our people have become disciples for 
better public parks, b e t t e r schools, 
churches, public buildings of a l l sorts, and 
through them the value of our combined 
services is accentuated." 

Ditchy has just retired as president of The 
American Institute of Architects, after serv­
ing two terms. 

SITUATION WANTED — Registered Archi­
tect with Master's Degree, long experience, 
wants free lance work: Modem design, 
presentations, renderings, working draw­
ings etc.—Box 149, Monthly Bulletin. 

WANTED—University graduate architect-
engineer with ability to engineer, design, 
prepare plans for new buildings, supervise 
construction through contractors, handle 
maintenance of present structures. Excel­
lent opportunity to join an aggressive 
organization with operations extending 
throughout Middle West and East. Givo 
age, education, past experience and salary 
desired.—Monthly Bulletin, Box No. 148. 
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Organization Meeting, July 19, 1955, 
Kingsley, Inn, Bloomfield Hi l l , Mich. 
Reported by Alger W. Luckham 

Following dinner, Wil l iam E. Kapp, F.A.I.A., 
who had agreed to act as temporary chair­
man, was introduced by one of the organ­
izing committee. Mr. Kapp explained why 
he is a member of C.S.I, g iv ing many rea­
sons for continuing that membership, and 
his strong feeling regarding the formation 
of a chapter or chapters in Michigan. One 
of the many points stressed by Mr. Kapp 
was his opinion of The Specifier. Copies 
were distributed and the chairman drew 
attention to the nature of the material 
covered, manner in which it was presented 
and the fact that much of it is not to be 
•ound elsewhere. He added that the Insti­
tute quarterly is the outstanding publi­
cation of its kind and that its high stand­
ing speaks well for the place the Institute 
is assuming in its field. 

The chairman welcomed those who had 
come after their day's work on a hot and 
humid July evening, and he expressed for 
the committee its feeling that the attend­
ance of twenty-seven was far beyond its 
tondest hopes. Introductions of the C.S I . 
members present, consisting of six of the 
eight or nine considered as local members, 
were made. The organizing committee 
members were then introduced and each 
in turn was asked to explain some phas3 
of the work of C S.I. and something of the 
plans for this area. The members and 
some of their comments were, briefly, 
cbout as follows: 

Al Luckham explained the requests which 
had come from Mr. Barrows, A.I.A., Na­
tional Director from the Metropolitan New 
York Chapter, who is now heading the 
committee for chapter organization of the 
national body These requests had ex­
tended over the period from last November. 
Luckham reporied that good wishes for 
the success of the meeting had come from 
President McGinniss of C.S.I., Mr. Barrows 
and Chicago Chapter. Mentioned also wa.? 
the fact that Mr. Barrows had asked the 
latter chapter to have a representative 
present at this meeting. However, it was 
vacation time and v/e could scarcely ex­
pect every planned arrangement to work 
to our advantage. It was learned the 
Secretary of Chicago Chapter had been 
on vacation, returning to his desk just the 
day before this meeting; even so, an able 
assistant. Miss Marie Van Cise, had com­
plied with our request and forwarded 
promptly a copy of the chapter By-Laws 
which should prove very valuable to us. 

Mr. Kapp read a telegram from President 
McGinniss, which had been sent to the 
Inn, in which the officers and directors of 
the Institute expressed their greetings, 
congratulations, and promise of help in 
the efforts being made in Detroit. 

Les Larkin commented on his membership 
in the C.S.I., mentioning some of the things 
he had found worthwhile. He discussed 
various items which had app>eared in The 
Specifier, many of which had supplied him 
with specifications material. One especi-
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For Modem Motel Drives and Parking Areas - - -
ASPHALT PAVING IS PREFERRED 
• l+'s Economica l . Conven ience of appl icat ion permits construction 
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ally singled out was an article which ap­
peared in April 1952 entitled, "The New 
Development in Conductive Ceramic Tile 
Flooring for Hospitals," by E. J. Filsinger. 
Also mentioned was the much needed in­
formation regarding present day paints. 

Henry Wilcke followed and explained thot 
while he is a member of the organizing 
committee he is only now applying for 
C.S.I, membership. Wilcke believes very 
strongly that the exchange of ideas among 
men in the construction specifications field 
wi l l be of great help. The many new ma­
terials and methods being used in pre­
sent day construction cause him to feel 
that there must be a clearing house for 
presentation and discussion of these as 
they affect specifications. Wilcke also 
drew attention to the specifications of some 
years ago which had but eight sections or 
divisions to cover the entire construction, 
whereas today it is not usual to deal witn 
40 or more in the general construction. 

Charles Scripture mentioned his having re­
cently asked C.S.I, to reinstate his mem­
bership so that he might be active in the 
work now being done and share in the 
advantages offered. Scripture pointed out 
that the specifications writer is really the 
buyer for the owner and, as such, should 
be constantly in touch with the latest and 
best information dealing with construction. 
He felt the exchange of ideas, both locally 
and nationally, is of the utmost importance. 

Frank Couch, an Institute member, stated 
that in this group he felt perfectly safe in 
saying that specifications were really more 
important than the drawings. He gave j 
resume of the work of other chapters and 
indicated what fine projects were under 
way. Frank then touched on the program 
of the national organization, and the work 
of the Metropolitan New York Chapter, 
stressing the contributions of such men as 
Ben Small, Harold R. Sleeper, Ben H. Dyer 
and others. 

Chesley Ayers, an Institute member since 
1949, was next to emphasize the benefits 
from the all-important Specifier, (the latter 
must be pretty puffed up by now) and 

i) said he would belong to C.S I . to get tho 
Specifier, if for no other reason. Chesley 
had used such a view to influence others 
to become interested in the Institute. He 
mentioned also the work of the National 
Joint Committee of A.I.A. and C.S.I., in 
which Mr. Sleeper is co-chairman. 

Les Lowery, who had handled many of the 
arrangements for the meeting, emphasized 
that he was very new in C.S.I, work, in 
fact he was just about to apply for mem­
bership. He really had come hoping to 
learn more about the Institute and its 
work. Les commented on the differences 
in specifications writing between large and 
small offices, and that in large offices 
there was need for closer cooperation be­
tween those who draw and those who 
specify. A field for work by C.S.I., accord­
ing to Lowery, is open in causing large 
corporations and their representatives to 
change with the times and accept new 
materials and methods as well as to show 
a willingness to approve specifications 
conforming to local conditions and customs. 

At this point, the chairman introduced the 
guest of the evening, Suren Pilafian, Presi­
dent, Detroit Chapter A.I.A., explaining 
he had waited purposely until our guest 
had heard those who had been engaged 

actively in the preliminary work to date, 
and asked Mr. Pilafian to comment on 
what he had observed during the meet­
ing and give any ideas he had regarding 
the work being undertaken. Mr. Pilafian 
observed that in the average architect s 
office there are just four main divisions of 
the work, one being design, another work­
ing drawings, third specifications and 
fourth supervision; and of these the speci­
fications are but a small part, both in time 
involved and money spent. In view of the 
fact that those handling the other division.^ 
of the work have not organized in any 
way, it was the hope of our guest that 
specifications writers d id not have any 
illusions as to their work out-ranking in 
importance that of the others. A further 
comment by Mr. Pilafian dealt with the 
proposed C.S.I. Chapter from the viewpoint 
of A.I.A., calling attention to the local 
committees of the latter which deal with 
architectural practice and Architect-Con­
tractor relations, but which can devote so 
little time to the field of specifications. In 
the belief that collaboration between A.I.A. 
and C.S.I. Chapters would be welcomed, 
Mr. Pilafian expressed the hope that C.S.I, 
would develop a program locally which 
would prove helpful to a l l concerned. 
Evidence of such collaboration on a na­
tional scale was cited by Mr. Pilafian by 
reference to the work of the National Joint 
Committee of A.I.A. and C.S.I, in the pro­
posed specification service to architects. 

Following Mr. Pilafian's remarks, the chair­
man announced it was his desire to have 
an open meeting for a fuller discussion 
by all in attendance. He reviewed what 
had been presented and then, as a start, 
called on Mr. C. A. Graether, of Smith 
Hinchman 6. Grylls, considered the dean of 
specifications men in Detroit. 

Mr. Graether felt C.S.I, along with A I.A. 
chapters would be of great help, and that 
the exchange of ideas could mean much 
to architects as well as the men who 
write specifications. It was Mr. Graether's 
feeling that investigations of materials 
carried on by C.S.I, could be made avail­
able to all offices and would place resul's 
before those who must make decisions and 
decide on those best suited for the work 
at hand. Major assistance in all sjDeci-
fications matters could reach various of­
fices in areas served by C.S.I, chapters, 
as Mr. Graether saw it. 

Paul Ketelhut questioned the possibility of 
overlapping of A.I.A. and C.S.I, in the 
broad field of architecture, but was quick 
to accept the chairman's explanation on 
this point. Mr. Kapp read the list of ad­
visors to the Institute to indicate the vari­
ous fields from which opinions are asked 
for C.S.I, purposes, and explained it was 
his view that these sources went far be­
yond the normal practice of archiecture as 
represented by A.I.A. 

The chairman then asked for some indi­
cation of the feeling of those assembled 
relative to the formation of a chapter of 
CS.I. 

On a motion of Paul Ketelhut, seconded 
by Henry Wilcke, it was voted unanimous­
ly to have the present organizing commit­
tee members, together with four additional 
men from the younger group, continue 
until such time as all material can be pre­
sented for action at another meeting; the 
committee to decide on time and place of 

the future meeting, and be prepared with 
assembled, applications for membership, 
slate of officers and anything which may 
require clearing with the national organi­
zation. The committee referred to w i l l be 
composed of the following: 

Will iam E. Kapp, Chairman 
Leslie G. Larkin 
Henry G. Wilcke 
Charles M. Scripture 
Frank L. Couch 
Chesley Ayers 
Leslie M. Lowery 
O. R. Bellucci 
Neal Smith 
Gene St. George 
Glenn Dailey 
Alger W. Luckham 

Another motion was made by Charles 
Scripture and seconded by Frank Morgan 
to the effect that the naming of the chapter 
and scoF>e of operations at present be left 
to the committee. This was passed un­
animously. 

Les Lowery then took up the question of 
applications for prospective members. He 
suggested the blanks on hand be distri­
buted. Since it was evident that a l l i n at­
tendance could qualify, blanks were dis­
tributed. 

Mr. Dailey, United States Gypsum Com­
pany, the lone representative of prospec­
tive associate members, was asked to 
comment. He was of the opinion a la rg ' i 
number would desire to join a local chap­
ter as associate members. Mr. Dailey said 
further he is quite sure manufacturers who 
subscribe to the idea of C.S.I, nat ionally 
would be interested in having local repre­
sentation. (Note: The committee had de­
cided earlier to invite but one represen­
tative of a manufacturer to the in i t i a l 
meeting, and it was agreed that Mr. Dailey 
should be asked to be present because of 
the interest he had expressed at an earlier 
date.) 

Frank Couch then paid tribute to the hard 
work Bill Kapp had done and the masterly 
manner in which he had handled tho 
meeting. (Applause) 

Les Lowery announced any desiring to 
mail in applications could do so, sending 
them to A l Luckham without checks for 
dues for the present. After review, checks 
w i l l be requested and the assembled ap­
plications forwarded to the Institute at 
one time. 

Mention should be made also to the p rowl -
ings of an expert photographer dur ing the 
meal. A number of shots were taken by 
our C.S.I, specialist, Frank Couch, using 
a very complicated looking Graphlex, cr 
equal. We can only hope for the best. 

There being no further business, the meet­
ing was adjourned at 10:00 P.M., w i t h 
Scripture's definition fresh in our minds: 

"It is the province of the specifications 
to state what is to be done and how 
it is to be done; while the drawings 
are to show where and how much. " 

The next meeting is planned for about 
September 15th. 

Look for a brief report of the organization 
meeting in the August number of T a l 
Hughes' Monthly Bulletin. Tal very k ind ly 
offered to do this. 

Reported by Al Luckham 
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letters 

The American Institute of Architects, De­
troit Chapter has taken a stand with re­
gard to the "debate on modern art" that 
arose around a sculpture in bas-reHef 
which Probate Judge James H. Sexton ask­
ed to have removed from his courtroom in 
Detroit's new City-County building, be­
cause he said "it is indecent " 

In a letter to Charles G. Oakman, custo­
dian of the building, Louis G. Redstone, 
A.I.A. wrote: 

"As chairman of the Allied Arts Commit­
tee of The American Institute of Architects, 
Detroit Chapter, I am much concerned 
over the controversy originated by one of 
the Probate Judges regarding the removal 
of the bas-relief sculpture installed in his 
courtroom. 

"This Committee is particularly interested 
in seeing sculpture used as an integral 
part of any architectural project, especi­
ally civic and public buildings. In this 
case it was used with the idea of giving 
the room a human touch, by expressing 
moral values and symbolizing historical 
events. 

"This bas-relief by the distinguished sculp­
tor Marshall Fredericks is an excellent 
portrayal of the symbol, "Kindness, Gen­
tleness and Charity,' which should please 
the followers of both modern and conser­
vative art interpretation. 

"The kind of sculpture to be installed in 
a civic building, which is to stand for 
generations to come, should not be dic­
tated by temporary occupants, whether 
a present judge or his successors. 

"In the final analysis, the artist, once 
commissioned, should be given ful l free­
dom of expression, and guided by the 
architects and owners only. Any others 
may be expected to approve or disap­
prove—that is the democratic way—but 
not to the extent of disqualifying the work. 
I am sure that a judge would not tolerate 
in his court unqualified advice on legal 
matters. 

"It is the expressed opinion of this Com­
mittee that, not only should this bas-relief 
remain in place, but other locations should 
be found for additional sculptures express­
ing the dynamic events of our present-day 
living." 

Enclosed herewith are some of the obser­
vations I have sent out as a part of my 
duties as Chairman of the UN celebration 
which wil l take place October 24, 1955. 

I have just witnessed the most dramatic 
experience of my life. Emillo Nunez-Por-
tuondo. Delegate from Cuba, had the floor 
and, in the process of delivering a blasting 
attack upon the Soviets, was ruled out of 
order by the chair. 

Thereupon, General Carlos P. Romulo 
charged the chair, shouting that Molotov 
had made an attack upon the U. S. A. For 
a moment, I could see myself back in uni­
form, for, from the explosion, I thought that 
World War I I I was on the way.—C. ALLEN 
HARLAN, from San Francisco, during the 
UN's Tenth Anniversary Celebration. 

Few men hove been as generous with 
their time, and as unselfish in their de­
votion to the young men of the architec­
tural profession, as has Robert M. Wright, 
who passed on recently. He wi l l be re­
membered by many. 

For years he directed study in the Archi­
tectural Atelier in Cleveland, Ohio, wi th 
unwavering devotion, and m a n y able 
architects, now practicing throughout the 
United States, wi l l happily credit "Bob" 
with the essence of their success. 

It is not pleasant to lose a stanch friend 
of superior character, but it is a satis­
faction to know that he derived great 
pleasure in his work, and devotion to the 
boys, and that he was the inspiration and 
constructive guilding spirit to countless 
fine young men.—HENRY P. WHITWORTH, 
A.I.A., Winter Park, Fla. 

I am going to ask if you could let me have 
two additional copies to be mailed by your 
office direct to Mr. George Lacine, New-
comb-Macklin, Inc., 400 North State Street. 
Chicago, 111., my picture framers. I am 
going to ask them to disassemble the two 
books carefully and frame under glass 
the pictorial story which you have so 
nicely done, that it may be given a promi­
nent place on our archive walls for po.s-
terity to enjoy as I have today.—W. S. 
WOODnLL, President, Grand Hotel. 

WOW! You certainly did a job. That is 
the best presentation I have ever seen 
turned out on Grand Hotel. I love it. 

WAYNE COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL 
and Infirmary is planning to construct a 
500-bed general hospital. Would you kind­
ly submit to us a list of architects known 
to you in the State whom you believe to 
be qualified to design, plan and super­
vise the construction of such a building. 
We already have the roster prepared by 
the American Hospital Association, but 
wish to supplement that with any other 
quahhed firms.—S. D. JACOBSON, M.D., 
General Superintendent and Physician-in-
Chief. 
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obituaries 

FREDERICK CROWTHER, well-known De­
troit architectural delineator, perspective 
artist and water colorist, died in the Livo­
nia Convalescent Hospital on August 14 at 
the age of 75. 

Born in Manchester, England, he was edu­
cated there and he came to this country as 
a young man, going to Chicago where he 
was engaged by architects, working as a 
Iree lance delineator. He came to Detroit 
in the 1920s and continued his specialty, 
and he served a wide clientele of archi­
tects for the past 30 years. 

Being talented in his field, he was con­
sidered an authority on perspective draw­
ing and rendering, and he contributed 
articles to architectural magazines. An Ed­
itor's Note in connection with one of his 
contributions to American Architect and 
Architecture, stated; "The author of this 
article, Mr. Frederick Crowther, is in the 
forefront of America's architectural illus­
tration artists in perspective and water col­
or." This was in 1937, when Henry Saylor 
was editor of that publication, and the 
Crowther article was in connection with a 
portfolio edited by Detroit architects. 

He leaves a brother, George, 14414 Whit-
comb Ave., Detroit, recently retired from 
The Detroit Edison Company; three sisters, 
Mrs. Ernest Ashford of Hobbs, New Mexi­
co, Mrs. Albert Speke and Mrs. Jack Kilroy, 
both of Manchester, England. 

FRED W. LANGHENRICH. a member of the 
Detroit Chapter, A.I.A., died in Columbus 
Hospital, Chicago, 111. on July 25, after a 
long illness. He was 56 years of age. 

Born in Liepsic, Saxony, he received hi3 
early education there and came to this 
country as a young man. He studied ct 
Chicago's Art Institute, the University of 
Michigan and University of Illinois. 

He was a veteran of World War I , and he 
had traveled widely in this country. His 
early experience was gained in leading 
architects' offices in Philadelphia, Detroit, 
Dallas and Chicago. Mr. Langhenrich be­
came registered to practice architecture 
in Michigan, by examination, in 1930, and 
he entered his own practice in 1932. 

He was also a member of the Michigan 
Society of Architects, Illinois Society of 
Architects, Society of American Military 
Engineers, the national and Illinois Society 
of Professional Engineers, Germania Lodge 
No. 82, A. F. & A. M., of Chicago. 

He leaves his wife, Sarah. The family 
home is at 4541 W. Washington Boulevard, 
Chicago. 

E L M E R L. ASTLEFORD, distinguished 
architectural photographer, died at his 
home, 16864 Chatham Street in Detroit, on 
July 30. He was 66 years of age. 

Elmer Astleford was born on an Iowa farm, 
and he received an architectural educa­
tion at the University of Michigan. He 
was employed in the Detroit architectural 
offices of Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, Albert 
Kahn, Malcomson <& Higginbotham, and 
Robert O. Derrick. 

He roamed France wi th his camera and 
by combining his knowledge of architec­
ture and photography he became one of 
t h e outstanding architectural photo­
graphers of the country. His work was 
widely published and much of it appeared 
in this publication. 

It was our privilege to work with him in 
earlier days as a draftsman and more re­
cently, since 1933, when he gave up his 
architectural career and devoted himself 
exclusively to photography. 
Surviving are his wife, Josephine, a daugh­
ter, Mrs. Andre de Saint-Rat, and three 
grandchildren. 

JOHN E. KINSELLA, secretary of the De­
troit Chapter, Associated General Contrac­
tors of America, died suddenly in Mount 
Carmel Hospital, Detroit on August 11, at 
the age of 50. 

Mr. Kinsella was born in Webster, Minne­
sota on October 1, 1904. He was educated 
there and at St. Thomas Mili tary Academy 
and St Thomas College of Law in St. Paul, 
Minn. He was admitted to the Bar of Minne­
sota in 1934, and after a brief practice as 
a lawyer, he became employed by Foley 
Brothers, Inc. and Walbridge, Aldinger Co., 
on the Lake City Ordnance Plant in In­
dependence, Mo. 

He joined the staff of the Detroit Chapter, 
A G.C. in 1934, specializing in labor rela­
tions. He was secretary of the Detroit 
Building Employers Labor Relations Coun­
cil, and the Power House Contractors As­
sociation. 

One of his great pleasures was his mem­
bership in the Detroit Bar Association Glee 
Club, as those who have heard his voice 
w i l l know. 
He leaves his wife, lane, two daughters, 
Mary and Sheila, and six sisters. The 
family honie is at 23861 Roanoke, Oak Park, 
Michigan. 

J . P H I L I P M C D O N N E L L , Detroit architect, 
died in Veterans Hospital, Dearborn on 
August 13 at the age of 66. 

A native of Detroit, Mr. McDonnell became 
registered to practice architecture in Mich­
igan in 1916. For many years he had con­
ducted his own practice and he was archi­
tect for many fine residences and other 
buildings in the Detroit area. 

In recent years he had been connected 
with several of the leading architectural 
offices in Detroit. 

Mr. McDonnell had been a member of The 
American Institute of Architects, its De­
troit Chapter and the Michigan Society of 
Architects, the Detroit Athletic Club and 
Lockmoor Country Club. He leaves a son, 
Ralph. 

lichigan society of architects .•,.1 



N E O N W M E T A L L E H E R S 

P O R C E L A I N STAINLESS ALUMINUM l o n g 
^ P H H H H I r 6209 HAN 

S I G N CO. 
HAMILTON A V E . 

D E T R O I T 2 , A A I C H . 

T h e D u n n - R a i n e y C o m p a n y 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s 

" D U R A - G L A Z E " E L A S T I C G L A Z I N G C O M P O U N D S 
" D U R A - S E A L " E L A S T I C C A U L K I N G C O M P O U N D S 
M E T A L A N D W O O D S A S H PUTTY 

4 4 6 1 W . J e f f e r s o n A v e . 

D e t r o i t 9 , M i c h i g a n 

T e l e p h o n e T A . 5 - 7 1 5 6 

R O M A N Y 
G L A Z E D W A L L 

& F L O O R TILES 

R. C. F A U L W E T T E R 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

UNITED STATES CERAMIC TILE COMPANY 
THE SPARTA CERAMIC COMPANY 

S P A R T A 
C E R A M I C M O S A I C 

& PAVERS 
D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n 

936 Book Building woodward 1-2321 111 

THE LATEST AND MOST ADVANCED DESIGN IN 

AIR CONDITIONING REGISTERS AND GRILLES 

Local Representatives: 

J . H. KELLER C O . 
10523 Puritan Ave., Detroit 38, Mictiigan 
UNiversity 2-1919 

STEWART MFG. CO., INC. 
C E D A R G R O V E , N . J . 

I n s t a l l e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e C i t y - C o u n t y B u i l d i n g 

For over hol^ o c«nfury Dofroft't qualify roofer 

R O O F I N G A N D S H E E T M E T A L C O T N T R A C T O R S 

632 PORT ST. E. • DETROIT 26 O WOODWARD 2-107* 

J O H N S - M A N V I L L E P R O D U C T S 

(Bdck & OiL Co. 
1 4 3 6 0 L i v e r n o i s A v e . 

D e t r o i t 4 , M i c h i g a n 

Telephone 

TOwnsend 8-1354 

F A C E BRICK — G L A Z E D 
BRICK — P A V I N G 
BRICK — A C I D BRICK 
— R E F R A C T O R Y BRICK 
AND C E M E N T S — C U P -
PLES A L U M I N U M W I N ­
D O W S — W A R E A L U M ­
INUM W I N D O W S 

E s t . 1 8 9 6 
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national 

architect 
€»ffirial pnblication, naii«»nal council of arciiitcctiirai rcj4isiraii<»n b<»arci« 

OFFICERS: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

Fred L. Markham, President, Provo, Utah. Aforementioned officers and 
Edgar H. Berners, 1st V-Pres.. Green Bay, Charles E. Firestone, F.A.LA., Canton, O. 
Wis. 

COUNCIL BOARD OF REVIEW: 
Joe E. Smay, 2nd V-Pros., Norman, Okla. 
Walter F. Martens, 3rd V-Pres., Charleston, Lucius R. While, Jr.. Chm., Baltimore, Md. 
W. Va. 

William L. Perkins, Sec.-Treas., 736 Lucas 
Ave., Chariton, Iowa. 

Ralph Edward Winslow, Troy, N . Y. 

A. Reinhold Melander, Duluth, Minn. 

bulletin 
board 

ARCHITECTS SIGN THEIR BUILDINGS in 
the cities of some foreign countries, nota­
bly in Paris, France. 
It was Francis Onderdonk, associate mem­
ber of the Detroit Chapter, A.I.A., who dis­
covered the following item in Newell D. 
Hillis' book, "The Quest of Happiness" 
(MacMillan's): 

Sostratus, the Egyptian architect, was 
commanded to carve the name of the 
Pharaoh upon the palace he was 
building. Fulfil l ing the decree, the 
architect first carved his own name 
deep into the granite, and then filled 
it in with plaster and engraved thereon 
the name of Ptolemy. After a century 
the plaster peeled off and took with it 
the name of the monarch, but left the 
name of Sostratus. the builder. 

Incidentally, Frank has offered the United 
Nations a new design for its flag. It con­
tains a border consisting of miniature 
flags of the 55 member-nations. In the 
center is a map of the world surrounded 
by on oval of stars, each representing c 
member-nation. 

ARCHIVES OF THE DETROIT CHAPTER 
American Institute of Architects contains a 
"Schedule of Charges and Professional 
Practice of Architects as Usual and Prop­
er," adopted by the A.I.A. October 23, 
1884, and by the Western Association of 
Architects, November 14, 1884. 

The document states that it was reaffirmed 
by The A.I.A. upon the consolidation of 
the Western Association of Architects and 
The American Institute of Architects, No­
vember 20, 1889. 

The schedule states that charges are "For 
full professional services (including super­
vision) Five Per Cent upon the cost of 
the work." 

Charges for preliminary studies are cover­

ed in a sliding scale, beginning with work 
costing from $50,000 to $75,000, for which 
the fee is $559.00 and ending with work 
costing between $4 million and $5 million, 
which bears a $5,000 fee. 

A note at the bottom adds: 

"The rate is equal to 2'/2 times the square 
root of lowest cost." 

DEFINITION OF A PROFESSION—issued 
by a Supreme Court: 
"A vocation involving relations to the af­
fairs of others of such a nature as to re­
quire for its proper conduct an equipment 
of learning or skill, or both, and to warrant 
the community in making restrictions i n 
respect to its exercise." 

And then we find in the program of a 
meeting of the American Institute of Elec­
trical Engineers the following: 

2:00 P.M.—Conferences on Ethics 
CP.*' Teaching Ethics to Engineering Stu­
dents. H. W. Bibber, Union College. 

CP.** What Ethics? 

To which the New Yorker Magazine adds 
"Quiet please!" 

WHEATSTAKES was the title of a com­
petition conducted by two Americans to 
select the best samples of wheat grown in 
Australia, with $25,000, $10,000 and $5,000, 
respectively, offered for first, second and 
third prizes. Australian authorities could 
find nothing illegal about the contest. 

A condition of the competition was that 
each entrant submit two bushels of his be^t 
wheat. Fifty thousand farmers entered 
and the Yanks had 100,000 bushels of the 
best wheat, worth two dollars per bushel. 
After paying the $40,000 prize money and 
all other expenses they netted more than 
$100,000. 

Seems to be vaguely reminiscent of some 
architectural competitions. 

COLOR IN ARCHITECTURE, too, can be 
overdone. To drive a black car today i ^ 
!o be conspicuous. 

A large woman wearing a violent purple 
dress and many jewels came to the salon 

of Jacques Fath, the couturier, to order 
some clothes. 
"What color should I wear?" she asked 
him. 

Monsieur Fath looked at her and shrug­
ged. "Madam," he said, "when God 
created the butterfly and the humming 
bird. He made them of brilliant colors, but 
when He created the elephant, madam, 
in his wisdom He made it gray." 

EDWIN BATEMAN MORRIS, SR., A.I.A 
says he use to be referred to as the hus­
band of Faith Morris, but now he is better 
known as the father of Edwin B. Morris, Jr. 

Undoubtedly he has seen his predictions 
on the future of architecture come true 
because he had Faith. 

Eddie tells about a gir l who said she 
would do anything for a fur coat, and he 
adds, "she did, and when she got tho 
coat it didn't f i t ." 

Shocking! 

MISS JEANNE DAVERN, Associate Editor 
of Architectural Record, had an interesting 
article in that publication's June issu-j 
giving information about chapter publi­
cations. 
Surprising is the number now in existence 
and tho wide field of information covered. 

It's a safe bet that the Institute's public 
relations program and Ketchum, Inc. gavo 
a great deal of encouragement to thi.s 
trend, for a l l of them stress public r ;̂-
lations, what to do until the architect 
arrives, etc. 

ARCHITECTS' PICNICS were held this 
summer by some chapters. 

It was such an occasion that a member 
of the Women's Architectural League met 
a wolf who, she said, "was over six feet 
in his stalkings." 

SIGNS ON 
ISLAND: 

THE ROAD TO MACKINAC 

Deal Here. Try our Easy Payment Plan: 
100 Per Cent Down. Courteous Self Service. 
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M O E N H A N D L E C O N T R O L 
M I X I N G F A U C E T S 
T h e s e uniciue fauce t s put an end to 
"faucet fiddling." 
• Finticr-lip action of tlic '•ingle handle 
selects and gives bot, cold or any "in-
between" temperature water—at any 
des ired rate of f low. C h a n g e vo lume 
without changing temperature, change 
temperature without changing volume or 
dial the desired temperature before turn­
ing the water o n . Moen faucets a r c 
available for kitchen and lavatory sinks; 
tub. shower or combination in a variety 
of types for every purpose. 

WrH», phone or wire for lUeratirr* and your ntorxf wMtaling lovrc* 

T . L . O S B E R G E R C O M P A N Y 
10226 WOODWARD AVE. • TALBOT 8-2600 • DETROIT 3. MICH. 

Architects-Attention ! 
Statistics prove that Water Softeners are 
as much in demand as Garbage Disposals 
and other "Built-in" Appliances for new 
home construction. 

LET US S H O W Y O U H O W O U R S T A I N L E S S -

S T E E L S O F T E N E R S C A N BE I N C L U D E D IN 

Y O U R " P A C K A G E D E A L . " 

Phone or W r i t e for Full Details 

NATIONAL PUMP AND SOFTENER 
12911 Artesian, Detroit, Michigan 

BRuadway 3-6149 

WALTER L 
COUSE & CO. 
E n g i n e e r s & C o n t r a c t o r s 

12740 L Y N D O N A V E N U E 

D E T R O I T 27. M I C H I G A N 

B R o a d w a y 3 - 2 5 0 0 

VALVES — PIPE — FITTINGS 
AND STEAM SPECIALTIES 
INDUSTRIAL INSULATION 
AIR FILTERS 

Many of these products installed in the C i t y - C o u n t y Building 

Detroit, Mich igan 

The Coon-DeVisser Co. 
2051 W. Lafayette 

TAshmoo 5-6000 

• Detroit 16 

THE NICHOLS COMPANY 
A C O U S T I C A L C E I L I N G SPECIALISTS 

" A c o u s t o n e " Furnished for 
The City-County Bui ld ing 
Detroit, Mich igan 

The Public Address System 
In The A u d i t o r i u m of The New Detroit 

C i t y - C o u n t y Bui ld ing 
Designed and installed under supervision of 

•
our Project Engineering Division. 
O u r technica l staff is always ready to serve 
both architect and engineer in the matter of 
Sound by Electronics. 

TRinity 4-1100 

3240 PURITAN A V E N U E 

DETROIT 21. M I C H I G A N 

D IAMOND 

1- 2 4 9 1 

K. L. A . Laboratories, Inc. 
7422 Woodward Avenue • Detroit 2 

Charles J . Rogers, Inc. 
• G E N E R A L E X C A V A T I N G 

• R O A D C O N T R A C T O R S 
C I T Y - C O U N T Y B U L D I N G 

14836 Grand River Ave. 
Detroit 27, Michigan 

VE. 6-2160 

56 

BOSTON TILE & 
TERRAZZO CO. 
. T E R R A Z Z O FLOORS 

You are invited to 
inspect our work at the 
new Ci ty -County BIdg. 

23740 Grand River Ave. 

Detroit 19, Michigan 

KEnwood 5-7700 
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areliiteets 
In the news 

GEORGIA CHAPTER, A I.A., is now ap­
pearing weekly on television, on Helen 
Parris' show "Memo to M'Lady". The first 
program starred Grilf Edwards and John 
Portman discussing the function and ser­
vices of the architect. Each succeeding 
week members of the Chapter were guests 
on this program. 

Credit for this thirteen-weeks project goes 
to Frank Bull and his TV subcommittee of 
The Public Relations Committee which has 
been ably guided by George Heery. 

University including the new Margaret 
Mulvane Memorial. 

titled Windows in Modern Architecture, 
Shopping Centers, and Motels. 

Illinois 
The Department of Architecture, University 
of Illinois, in cooperation with the Division 
of University Extension, announces its 
Fourth Annual Conference for Architects, 
to be held in Urbana on October 18, 19. 
and 20, 1955. 

The title of this year's conference is "In­
tegration of Contemporary Aesthetics and 
Building Techniques," "Psychology of Aes­
thetics," "Color," "Form," "The Importance 
of Form and Space in Architecture," "Aes­
thetics and the Building," and the pres­
entation of individual projects by well-
known architects. 

In charge of the Conference for Architec­
ture is Professor Robert J. Smith, and for 
Extension, Robert K. Newton. 

BENJAMIN F. OLSON, was reelected presi­
dent of the Illinois Society of Architects. 
Harold Bradley was elected 1st vice-presi­
dent and George H. Dubin, 2nd vice-presi­
dent. Virgil E. Gustafson was reelected 
treasurer, and Gerald L. Palmer, financial 
secretary. T. Clifford Noonan and Ray F. 
Houlihan were named directors. 

lowa 
HAROLD W. HIMES, A.I.A.. has been ap­
pointed associate professor of architecture 
at Iowa State College. Mr. Himes has been 
a member of the firm of Ramey and Himes 
since 1947. He is a graduate of the Uni­
versity of Michigan, a member of the 
study group coinmitte of the City-County 
Zoning Commission and a member of the 
Board of Examiners and Appeals with the 
city of Wichita, Kansas. 

kaiisas 
WILLIAMSON, LOEBSACK 6, ASSOCI­
ATES, Topeka's oldest architectural firm 
has announced a reorganization taking in 
three new junior partners and one associ­
ate engineer. 

New partners are Glenn A. Horst, David E. 
Nichols and Orville O. Rice. Joseph C. 
Weakly is the new associate engineer. 
The firm has designed a number of Topeka 
buildings including Jayhawk Hotel and 
Theater, National Bank of Topeka, First 
Methodist Church, Topeka High School, 
five junior high schools, 11 elementary 
schools and three buildings at Washburn 

k 4 ' l l i l l 4 * i l . T 

ALBERT B McCULLOCH & JOHN H. BICK-
EL, A.I.A., have formed a new architectural 
hrm, with offices at 1115 S. Fourth St., 
Louisville. Mr. Bickel is president of the 
West Kentucky Chapter, A.I.A. Both men 
received the Alpha Rho Chi Medal. Mr. 
McCuUoch is a graduate of Cranbrook 
Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills, Mich., 
and Mr. Bickel was a graduate of the 
University of Michigan's College of Archi­
tecture. 

liiiiisiaiia 
I WILLIAM RICCIUTI, A.I.A., announces 
that J. Buchanan Blitch, A.I.A,, has become 
a partner in the firm of Ricciuti Associates, 
Architects & Engineers, at 302 Q 6, C Bldg., 
New Orleans. 

luiehit^aii 
MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF REGIS­
TRATION FOR ARCHITECTS, PROFES­
SIONAL ENGINEERS AND LAND SUR­
VEYORS has just held its hrst meeting 
in the board's new and larger quarters 
at 1604 Cadillac Square building in De­
troit. The board's offices were formerly 
at 705 in the same building. 

Announcement was made that the board 
would add to its staff another investigator 
to assist Richard Van Praag who has been 
with the board for several years. 
Board members Henry T. McGaughan of 
Pontiac and Wilfr id C. Polkinghorne of 
Houghton were named as delegates to 
the annual convention of the Nahonal 
Council of State Boards of Engineering 
Examiners to be held in Washington, D. C , 
October 20-22, 1955. 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN conducted a 
special program on Michigan, its art and 
architecture, labor and industry, during 
the past summer months. 
Alden B. Dow, A.I.A., of Midland, Michigan, 
was the speaker on July 27, when he dis­
cussed the subject, "The Architecture of 
Michigan." 
On August 8, Charles E. Wilson, Secretary 
of Defense of the United States, spoke on 
a topic of current imp>ortance. 
In connection with the series, there are 
exhibitions and motion pictures concerning 
Michigan, its natural resources, recreation 
and transportation. 

new york 
BRUNO FUNARO, A.I.A., has been appoint­
ed assistant dean of the School of Archi­
tecture at Columbia University. 
An assistant professor of architecture, Mr. 
Funaro has been in charge of the school's 
evening course program since he joined 
the Columbia faculty in 1953. He is a 
partner in the New York office of Howard 
T. Fisher & Associates. He and Geoffrey 
Baker were co-authors of the books en-

«»klahonia 
W. ALVA FRY. an officer in the Oklahoma 
Chapter of the A.I.A., has recently assumed 
the duties of Executive Administrator in 
the ofhce of Leon B. Senter, A.LA. 

tcxas 
WILLIAM M. COLLIER, JR., A.I.A., an Abi ­
lene architect has been appointed to the 
Texas Board of Architectural Examiners by 
Gov. Allan Shivers. He was past president 
of the Fort Worth Chapter and the West 
Texas Chapter, A.I.A. Mr. Collier is now 
chairman of the Board of Appeals of the 
building code of the city of Abilene and 
he is a member of the Board of Adjustment. 

died 
CHARLES O. CHROMASTER, A.I.A., 64, at 
his home in Ft. Worth, Texas, on July 29th. 
Mr. Chromaster, in 1954, was named ch,air-
man of the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Commission. 
RUSSELL G. deLAPPE, A.I.A., prominent 
East Bay architect, at his home in Oakland, 
Calif., on Aug. 11th. Mr. deLappe was a 
partner in the firm of Russell Guerne de 
Lappe and Mitchell Van Bourg, architects. 
Mr. deLappe who had suffered from a 
heart ailment for several years, was the 
originator of a specially designed house 
for the bedridden heart patient, a project 
which has since gained national recog­
nition. 

GEORGE W. HUBBARD, 78, who was the 
designer on many of Chicago's great bui ld­
ings, including Marshall Field's, American 
Museum of Natural History and the Union 
Station. 
WILLIAM N. JACOBS, A.I.A., at his home in 
Brookline, Mass., on July 3rd. Mr. Jacobs 
was head of the firm of W. Nelson Jacobs 
Associates.Among the buildings his firm 
planned were the Center Theater in Fall 
Hiver; the Hotel Bradford in Boston; Fal l 
River Drive-In; recently he was working on 
the New Bedford's central junior high 
school now under construction. 
GEORGE R. LAIDLAW, 93, in his home 
city of Elkhart, Ind., on Aug. 4th. Mr. Laid-
law helped draw the plans for Elkhart 
High School, the municipal building and 
numerous other structures in the city. 

JOSEPH M. LAWLOR, 90, at his home i n 
New Rochelle, N. Y., on Aug. 8th. Mr. Law-
lor designed the buildings of Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and numerous apart­
ment buildings in New York City. 

EDWARD F. NEILD, F.A.I.A., prominent 
Shreveport, La., architect on July 6th. Mr. 
Neild was a senior member of the f irm of 
Neild, Somdal and Associates. He was 
associated wi th the f irm of Gentry & Vos-
kamp on the Harry S. Truman Library. Mr. 
Neild had designed numerous public 
buildings, office buildings and hospitals, 
including the Veterans administration hos­
pital in Shreveport He was a special con­
sultant to President Truman on the remod­
eling of the White House in Washington 
D C . 
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E N G I N E E R I N G M A T E R I A L I N S T A L L A T I O N 

N.W, 
Caulking 
Tuck-Pointing 
Weatherstrips 

1430 E A S T LARNED ST. 
DETROIT 7 
w o o d w a r d 1-0534 

ATLANTIC METAL PRODUCTS. INC. 
• Hollow Metal Doors & Frames 
• Kalamein & Tinclad Doors 
KANE M F G . C O . 
• Light Proof Shades 
VENTILOUVRE C O . 
• Louvres 
SEAPORCEL METALS, INC. 
Architectural Porcelain Enamel Work 
STEELBILT. INC. 
Steel Horizontal Sliding Glass 
Doorwalls & Windows 
THE KAWNEER COMPANY 
Institutional Entrances 
Aluminum Flush Doors 

Shaw Electric Co, 
E L E C T R I C A L C O N T R A C T O R S 

I n d u s t r i a l 
C o m m e r c i a l 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

P O W E R 
L I G H T 
& W I R I N G 

33200 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mich. • KE.'5-5190 

THE TAUBMAN CO. 
G E N E R A L C O N T R A C T O R S 

1 2 7 4 1 C a p i t a l A v e n u e 

O a k P a r k 3 7 . M i c h i g a n 

U J O r d a n 4 - 6 8 1 8 

Q U A L I T Y C O N S T R U C T I O N 

R. E . L E G G E T T E CO. 
E s t a b l i s h e d 1 9 3 2 

Acoustical & Building Specialty Contractors 

S A N Y M E T A L M E T A L 

T O I L E T P A R T I T I O N S 

F U R N I S H E D F O R 

C I T Y - C O U N T Y B U I L D I N G 

D E T R O I T . M I C H I G A N 

9335 St. Stephens Ave.. Dearborn, Mich., LUzon 4-2000 

Heineman & Lovett Co. 
WATERPROOFING ENGINEERS AND 
CONTRACTORS 

I GENUINE 
R O N BOND 

SYSTEMS 
For Basements, Pools, Tanks 
and Otiier Sub Strtictiires 

H 
C 

I-TEX 
EMENT 
OATINGS 

Restoring Concrete & Masonry 
Super Structures, Cement Coating 
For Waterproofing & Decoration 

5327 Tireman Ave., Detroit 4, Michigan 
TYler B-I226 

Transit Mixed 
Concrete 
Face Brick 
Sand and Gravel 
Complete Line of 
Building Supplies 
and Agents for 
Ceco Steel Sash 

B O I C E B U I L D E R ' S SUPPLY 
Manufacturers of Brick — Block — Concrete 

545 TELEGRAPH ROAD PONTIAC 19- MICHIGAN 
FEDERAL 5-8186 

B & L E L E C T R I C 
C O M P A N Y 
E L E C T R I C A L C O N T R A C T O R S 

1 8 4 2 4 F i t z p a t r i c k A v e . 
D e t r o i t 2 8 . M i c h i g a n 
V E r m o n t 7 - 3 8 0 0 

E N G I N E E R I N G & C O N S T R U C T I O N 

OUR 35th YEAR 

Mechanical 
Contractors 

H E A T I N G • PLUMBING 
Specialists in 

W E S T I N G H O U S E 
AIR C O N D I T I O N I N G 

M e c h a n i c a l Heat & Cold Inc. 
1 2 3 2 0 H A M I L T O N AVE. , DETROIT 3 

PHONE TO. 8-9600 
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teachers^ 
manual 
The American Institute of Architects has 
announced pubHcafion of a manual of 
suggestions for the presentation of archi­
tecture in the primary, elementary and 
junior-lvgh school years. "At Home With 
Architecture" is a guide for teachers in 
these early grades on the subject of better 
living for the whole family through better 
architecture. 

With the manual is a kit of twenty-five 
photographic panels of outstanding Amer­
ican architecture—historical and contem­
porary. The panels are lor the purpose 
of exhibit in the classroom. 

Text for "At Home With Architecture" is 
by Anson Campbell, who worked with 
the National Public Relations Committee 
of AIA and educators throughout the 
country to bring the book to its present 
form. Mr. Campbell is AIA Account Ex­
ecutive at Ketchum, Inc.. Pittsburgh, the 
Institute's national public relations coun­
sel. The Architectural Guidance Sub-
Committee of AIA, which reviewed the 
manual and approved it: Lawrence B. An­
derson, Sidney W. Little, and Lawrence 
S. Whitten. Illustrations and lay-out for 
the manual are by John Arnold and John 
Shubelka. 

Photographs are by some of the leading 
A m e r i c a n architectural photographers. 
These include: W. A. Fleischer, Alexander 
Georges, Hedrich-Blessing, J. Alex Lang-
ley, Samuel A. Musgrave, Rondal Part­
ridge, Ben Schnall, F. W. Seiders, Julius 
Shulman. Ezra Stoller, Roger Sturtevant 
and Lawrence S. Williams. 

The manual's bibliography includes sev­
enty-seven books and periodicals on all 
aspects of architecture. 

General objectives of "At Home With 
Architecture" are to help the student: (1) 
observe the architecture that is a l l around 
him; (2) understand the influences that 
tradition, culture, weather and the habits 
of man have on the history of architecture; 
(3) recognize the best in general design 
and interior design; and (4) understand 
how architecture meets man's needs. 

In the kindergarten and second school-
years, nature is used as a starting point 
since the child is interested in the homes 
of animals and birds. The third and fourth 
school-years feature, the building of a 
home by a typical family, and the fifth 
and sixth years deal with observing some 
of the primary advantages of good design. 
The section devoted to the seventh, eighth 
and ninth school-years includes the na­
tural and educational requirements for a 
career as an architect and the role of the 
architect in society. 

The manual wi l l be tested first in Texas 
and wil l cover three cities there: one under 
15 000 population; another under 200,000; 
and one larger city. 

The University of Texas wi l l conduct an 
evaluation measure of the manual's effec­
tiveness as a teaching aid. A return ques­
tionnaire for the teacher w i l l go out with 
each kit. 

Since this is a public relations tool direct­
ed to a specific educational public, there 
will be no general distribution of the 
manual outside that field. 

arehitfeetural school 
accredited 
By National Architectural Accrediting 
Board, for 1955-56 (total 46) 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
University of California 
Carnegie Institute of Technology 
Catholic University 
University of Cincinnati 
Clemson A. & M. College 
Columbia University 
Cornell University 
University of Florida 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Harvard University 
Howard University 
Illinois Institute of Technology 
University of Illinois 
Iowa State College 
Kansas State College 
University of Kansas 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Miami University (Ohio) 
University of Michigan 
University of Minnesota 
University of Nebraska 
North Carolina State College 
University of Notre Dame 
Ohio State University 
Oklahoma A. & M. College 
University of Oklahoma 
University of Oregon 
University of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania State University 
Pratt Institute 
Princeton University 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Rhode Island School of Design 
Rice Institute 

University of Southern California 
Syracuse University 
Texas A. & M. College 
University of Texas 
Tulane University 
University of Utah 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
University of Virginia 
Washington University (St. Louis) 
University of Washington (Seattle) 
Yale University (provisional) 

d e t r o i t F I B E R G L A S 
i n s u l a t i o n d iv is ion ' ' 

acomstical 
and 
insmlat ion 
con t rac to r s 

14360 l ivernois avenue 
detroit 38, michigan 

D I S T R I B U T O R S O F O W E N S - C O R N I N O F I B E R G L A S C O R P O R A T I O N 
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Be sure f i r s t . . . 
Call us for 

• BORINGS 
• FIELD ANALYSIS 
• LAB. SOIL TESTING 
(Housel method). 

18720 P L Y M O U T H RD., DETROIT 28. M I C H I G A N 
PH. B R O A D W A Y 3-1620 

OTTO H. SAUER CO. 
General Buildiug Contractors 

Churches, Commercial, Custom Residential 

5735 Rolms Avenue 
Detroit 13, Michigan 
W A l u i i t 1 - 3 0 5 4 

M. H. W I L K I N S C O . 
Struclural Steel n i i f / Steel Joists 
Fabricated and Erected 

20501 HOOVER, DETROIT 5 

LAkeview 6-1000 

b e n t . y o u n g 
waterproofing co. 
W A T E R P R O O F I N G 
A N D 
D A M P P R O O F I N G 
F O R 
C I T Y - C O U N T Y B U I L D I N G 
D E T R O I T . M I C H I G A N 

19929 Exeter at W. State Fair. Detroit 3, Michigan 
TWinbrook 3-8272 

V U N D E R W R I T E R S ' L A B O R A T O R I E S A P P R O V E D 

A U L T D O O R N 
G R O U T O R N O N - G R O U T 

Complete SERVICE Facilities 

Diebold 
I N C O R P O R A T E D 

4105 Cass Ave. Detroit I. Mich. TE. 3-4477 

GYPSUM ROOF DECKS 
Fireproof 
Lightweight 
Insulating 

hoge - w a r r e n - z i m m e r m a n n co. 
E . C . H O G E — I . H . H O G E 
5300 Vine S I . , CincinnaU 17. Ohio 
Avon 5621 

A L F R E D W. W A B R E N 
111 Washington St . Chicago 1. Illinoii 
Stale 2-8029 

JOHN S. M. ZIMMERMANN 
4500 E . Nevada Ave. . Detroit 34. Mich. 
TWinbrook 2-5421 

*MOSAIC TILE FURNISHED BY: 
THE MOSAIC TILE CO. of ZANESVILLE. OHIO 

S p e c i a l A r c h i t e c t s S h o w r o o m : 

20230 S H E R W O O D , D E T R O I T 34 

T W . 3-1254 

Insta l lat ion by: 

THE C. J . PAGE TILE CO., 
2715 C H E N E . D E T R O I T 7 

L O . 7-01 10 

* lnsta l led throughout the C i t y - C o u n t y Building, Detroit 

CO 

ouerina an cl .y^couAlicai C^onlracti 

9910-30 D E X T E R B O U L E V A R D 

D E T R O r r fi, MICHIGAN 

TOwnsend 8-2470 
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I I V 

M i l l m m HOUSING A U T H O f i i n 

LINDEN HOUSES 
NIW YORK CIT>^«0USIN6 AUIHORII^LINOPN HOUSES BROOKlYN.tJ.Y' JOSEPH enH VIADECK orch,u\u 

linden limises 
brooklyn. n. y. 

JOSEPH & VLADECK, of 1841 Broadway 
New York City, are architects for Linden 
Houses illustrated here. The 1590-unit 
housing project wi l l consist of sixteen 8-
story and three 14-story buildings located 
at Stanley and Schenck Avenues, Brook­
lyn, N. Y. The owner is New York City 
Housing Authority. 

The three 14-story structures included in 
the project wil l be "Y" shaped, with the 
three wings joined at the hub by a narrow 
central core containing connecting hall­
ways and terraces. This is a new type of 
unit and wil l be the first of its kind in 
housing projects. This design wi l l insure 
a maximum of light, air and privacy to 
the occupants of each wing 

Every floor will feature an op>en terrace, 
serving as an outdoor l iving room for the 
tenants. These terraces are enclosed with 
steel mesh as a safety measure, and are 
intended as convenient sunning areas for 

Joseph vlaileek 
areliiteets 

infants in carriages and toddlers. 
Open breezeways paved with flagstone, 
located at the bottom of each central hub 
in the Y-shaped buildings wi l l serve as 
entranceways to the wings of the bui ld­
ings. An additional design feature w i l l be 
the extension of the flagstone flooring into 
the separate, enclosed lobbies of the in­
dividual wings. 

Planned primarily for families with child­
ren. Linden Houses wil l contain 1092 four 
and a half room apartments and 336 five 
and a half room apartments. There w i l l 
also be three and a half room units. Rents 
wi l l average about $20 to $22 per room a 
month. 

The new project w i l l cover an area of six 
square blocks, a total of 32.68 acres. The 
buildings wi l l cover only 12% of the land 
and the remaining 88% w i l l be land­
scaped with walks, lawns, benches, park­
ing space and five play areas. 

bnichigan society ol architects 



atomic 
architect 
Reprinted from Time Magarine 

Who wil l design the atomic world — the 
technologist or the architect? As the 
world's top atomic scientists headed home 
from Geneva, leaving heady hints of a 
new atomic age behind them, Swiss Archi­
tect Rudolf Steiger was ready with an 
answer. "When mankind got electricity 
and steam," says Steiger, "factories sprang 
up, and residential sections were thrown 
around them without planning. That s 
what we must avoid in the atomic age. The 
architect should be Number One." 

Steiger, 54, a blunt bundle of energy, is 
Switzerland's No. 1 architect. Last week 
he and his partner-son, Peter Steiger, were 
busy checking blueprints for a mammoth 
Steiger-designed atomic laboratory near 
Geneva. Commissioned by the twelve-
nation European Council for Nuclear Re­
search, the laboratory w i l l cover 90 acres, 
wi l l incorporate such new-age elements 
as a synchro-cyclotron and a 25 billion 
electron-volt proton-synchrotron (Time, Oct. 
20, 1952). 

Specialists' Hash. Steiger is convinced 
that architecture has failed to keep pace 
with technological progress and, as a re­
sult, is sacrificing its supremacy in the 
world abuilding. His answer has been lo 
learn more basic technology himself, and 
to plug for more emphasis on balanced 
technological t r a i n i n g in architectural 
schools. 

Building by committee, says Steiger, leads 
to an undistinguished hash. "Today, when 
something must be built, a building com­
mittee is formed. The committee calls in 
specialists to work out their incompetent 
ideas. There's a specialist for concrete, 
a specialist for electrical engineering, a 
specialist for air conditioning, and finally 
what you might call a specialist for esthf-
tics. That's the architect. Al l he gets lo 
do is present the board with six or seven 
facade projects, and the worst is picked." 

Mixed GrilL Scorning the committee ap­
proach, Steiger designed everything down 
to the laundry truck for a recently com­
pleted, $20 million Zurich hospital. Every 
purchase order for the hospital, no matter 
how small, passed across his desk. When 
a surgeon objected to his unorthodox 
arrangement of the operating rooms, he 
said perhaps the doctor would be happier 
elsewhere. The doctor stayed, and eventu­
ally approved. 

Before taking on his Geneva job, Steiger 
made a tour of U. S. atomic installations, 
found Brookhaven and Oak Ridge "like 
gold-miners' settlements, because they 

were planned and built in stages, with 
no overall design." The model of a Soviet 
atomic-power plant on exhibit at the 
atomic-energy conference in Geneva of­
fended him even more; "It's a mixed gril l 
of Hellenic and Spartan styles." 

New Concepts. On his own Geneva 
atomic project, Steiger insisted on personal 
control of all details, called in experts to 
advise him on unfamiliar technological 
problems. His blueprints for the Geneva 
laboratory are uncompromisingly function­
al, yet harmonious. The steel and rein­
forced concrete buildings wi l l be low, 
plain, widely spaced, and devoid of eye­
sores. Ruling out eyesores meant rede­
signing many installations. For example, 
physicists assumed that the control room 
for the synchro-cyclotron should be perch­
ed atop the giant magnet; Steiger insisted 
that, for esthetic reasons, the controls 
should be in a shielded room on the 
ground floor, adjacent to the magnet. 
'There's no reason," he explains, "why 
modern technical requirements should de­
generate architecture." 

When he completes his present job, Steiger 
wil l plunge into an even more challenging 
assignment: building Switzerland's f i r o t 

"atomic city" in Zurich Canton. The project 
calls for a power-reactor plant surrounded 
by factories, and a complete town for the 
personnel. "If it works," Steiger says 
brisky, " I hope it wil l show that the archi­
tect can have a big, responsible position 
in the atomic age." 

engineer 
architect 
From the Milwaukee Journal 

To the Journal: Recent articles regarding 
a permit for alterations to a local fire 
station cause suspicions that there is a 
lack of intelligence in Wisconsin regard­
ing buildings, architects and professional 
engineers. 

The writer has an architect's license, by 
examination, in an adjoining state but is 
not registered in Wisconsin so he consi­
ders himself an informed neutral. 

An architect is a person who prepares con­
tract documents (drawings, specifications, 
etc.) which are intended to secure for the 
owner, with a minimum of expsnse, the 
building he requires. 
So an architect is a designer of buildings, 
whose shores! route to an architect's l i ­
cense is now Hve years of schooling, afte-
high school, and at least three years rf 
education" working under the supervision 

of an accredited architect. 
According to the last statistics I have seen, 
out of 11.000 freshmen who blithely entered 

architectural schools, only 700 were gradu­
ated. At the end of the three-year appren­
ticeship, the student may take a state 
board examination, which a high percent­
age flunk. 

The Wisconsin law registers all designing 
engineers as "professional engineers" re­
gardless of whether they are civil, struc­
tural, marine, electrical, chemical, me­
chanical, hydraulic, heating and air con­
ditioning, illuminating, petroleum, electro­
nic, refrigerating, railway, aviation, high­
way, etc. There are probably 57 varieties 
or more. Each of these subdivisions is o 
ful l man-sized job so it is obvious that 
Wisconsin's laws are ridiculous in classing 
them in one group. 
Illinois had a similar engineers' license 
law. Some engineer there undertook some 
work that was not in his branch of engi­
neering and made a mess of it so the own­
er refused lo pay him. The engineer sued 
the owner and the court threw the case out 
because the license law was—well, like 
Wisconsin's. 
As a result of this case, all Illinois "pro­
fessional engineers" had their licenses 
cancelled and were required to re-register 
as civil , mechanical, structural, etc. Wis­
consin should do this, loo. 
Architects often employ structural engi­
neers to design the frame or 'skeleton " cf 
a building but they have to spend so much 
time co-ordinating the framing with the 
other parts of the building that it is usually 

cheaper for the architect to design the 
framing himself. 
A young, arrogant structural engineer re­
cently pointed to a large commercial 
bulding then under construction and said: 
"Take out the structural work on that build­
ing and what have you left? Nothing." 
He was told: "The architect on that build­
ing was paid 6% of the cost and the struc­
tural designer received about one-half or 
five-eights of 1%. The owner of that build­
ing has built dozens of similar building^ 
and doesn't throw money away." A struc­
tural engineer is not even a half trained 
architect. 
It is seldom that a direct comparison can 
be made on the relative value of building 
designers Several years ago, I helped 
design a fire station in a medium-
size city. Some engineer had prepared 
drawings and specifications for this build­
ing and several building contractors sub-
milted bids. The city decided to build on a 
larger lot and to employ an architectural 
firm. The resulting fire station was not 
only much neater in appearance but was 
10% larger, was divided into more rooms, 
had a kitchen that was not in the original 
design and it cost 10% less than the 
original design. 
If an engineer wants to design buildings, 
all he has to do is pass the exams given 
to architects and get an architect's license 
—C. W. IRWIN, 2422 E. Bradford Ave., 
Milwaukee 11, Wise. 

turner 
engineering 
company 

D E P E N D A B L E 
E L E C T R I C A L 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
F O R 38 Y E A R S 
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products; 
mews 

producers' roiint'il 
caJejidar of coming events 

Sept. 19—Business Meeting Dinner, Fort 
Shelby Hotel, Detroit. 

Oct. 3—Cocktail Party, TuUer Hotel, Detroit. 
(In connection with Producers' National 
Convention). 

Nov. 14—Flooring Material Dinner, Fort 
Shelby Hotel, Detroit. 

Dec. 12—Architects - Producers' D i n n e r 
Dance, Fort Shelby Hotel, Detroit. 

Jan. 9, 195G—Insulation Dinner, Fort Shelby 
Hotel, Detroit. 

Feb. 13—"Mechanical Trades Night" Heat­
ing Dinner, Fort Shelby Hotel, Detroit. 

Mar. 12—Cocktail Party, Hotel Statler, De­
troit. 

(In connection with M.S.A. Convention) 

Apr. 9—Architects Dinner, Fort Shelby Ho­
tel. Detroit. 

May 14—Harvey Campbe l l Dinner, Fort 
Shelby Hotel, Detroit. 

June n—Election of Officers Dinner. Fort 
Shelby Hotel. Detroit. 

BRIGGS MANUFACTURING COMPANY of 
Detroit, Michigan, announces a new simp­
lified system of specification sheets is now 
available for architects. 

Replacing the old system of individual 
pages or paste up cuts, Briggs has devel­
oped new condensed sheets which provide 
a check system of al l individual items se­
lected. 

According to Briggs' officials, an advance 
survey with architects has indicated strong 
approval of the new specification sheets, 
which provide a l l descriptive and rough-in 
information in a limited number of pages, 
thereby enabling the assembly of a com­
plete selection portfolio simply and quick­
ly. Previous systems of separate pages or 
cuts required the laborious collection of 
pages and illustrations, and the insertion 
of certain information, roughing-in data, 
etc. 

The new specification system is particular­
ly valuable to architects for their prospec­
tive clients. Nothing impresses a prospect 
more than to receive immediately a com­
plete portfolio specification of his selec­
tion of bath and kitchen fixtures. 

The new specification forms are available 
through Briggs wholesale distributors, or 
from Briggs Manufacturing Company, 300 
Buhl Building, Detroit 26, Michigan. 
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E . A . M I L L E R 

E. A. MILLER has been made general man­
ager of the Fenestra Building Panel Divi­
sion, of Detroit Steel Products Company, 
in charge of sales, engineering and pro­
duction for light gage steel and aluminum 
structural products, according to H. D 
Palmer, president. 

Miller, moves to his new position from the 
post of sales manager of the Panel Divi­
sion. 

Holder of both a master's and bachelor's 
degree in civil engineering from Cornell 
University, Miller joined the Panel Division 
of Detroit Steel Products Company in 1943 
as a research engineer. 

In 1946 Miller was appointed chief engine­
er of the Buffalo plant of Detroit Steel 
Products Company and in 1949 he was 
given the post of sales manager of the 
Panel Division. 

Miller's new duties wi l l include coordina­
tion of production in three Panel Division 
plants in Pittsburgh. Buffalo and Baltimore, 
as well as national sales and engineering. 
He will remain i n Detroit. 

Miller is also secretary-treasurer of the 
Metal Roof Deck Technical Institute and a 
director of the Acoustical Materials Asso­
ciation. 

THE INTERIOR STEEL EQUIPMENT COM 
PANY, manufacturers of lockers, cabinets 
and other office and factory equipment, 
announces that S. A. Rothman has been 
placed in charge of the company's factory 
branch at I680I Wyoming Ave., Detroit 21. 
The new telephone number is University 
4-1556. 

Rothman has been associated with the 
company for a number of years, and pre­
vious to that he was with other companies 
in the same field. 

SCHIEBER "MOBIL-FOLD ', folding porta­
ble table and bench units lor lunch hour 
seating, distributed nationally by Schieber 
Sales Company, Detroit 39, Michigan, are 
now available in 12 foot models in addition 
to the 14 foot model. 

The new Schieber unit consists of two 
tables and four benches, each 12 feet long, 
with a total seating capacity for 32 adults, 
folds to 6 feet and wi l l clear al l passages. 

Only window today 
that's designed and 
engineered for 

t o m o r r o w ' s 
modern living! 

ALUMINUM H O R I Z O N T A L 
GLIDING W I N D O W 

only window today 
with all these features — 
• New V-shope twin interlock for 

perfect weather seal 
• needle roller-bearings on 

stainless steel pins 
for permanent feather-glide 

• streamlined "invisible" handle with 
automatic tomper-proof bolt-lock 

• double-glazed—no storm 
windows needed 

• built-in rust-proof aluminum screeri 
• Lifetime wear due to heavy 

extrusions, double I-beam sill, 
integral jamb flanges and fin. 

. . y o u r w i n d o w f o r t o m o r r o w ' s 

LIVINGROOM . 

Mail Coupo 
FREE Bra 

WHIZZER PRODUCTS CO. 
50 S. Sanlord, Pontlac, Michigan 

Send BROCHURe on GUDCMASTeR Windows. 

( N A M E ) 

( N U M B E R . S T R E E T ) 

(CITY - Z O N E - S T A T E ) 
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S AV E $ 3 . 0 0 ! Special combination offer saves you 20 
on two famous time and work savers! 
The simplest, fastest nay to master perspective . . 

F U N D A M E N T A L S 
of P E R S P E C T I V E 

3 0 g i a n t fu l l -page 
p l d t c i . * l l> / ] " , 
t each e v e r y type of 
p e r s p e c t i v e d r a w i n g . 
E x p e n i i v e 4 -co lor print­
ing with e a c h p e r s p e c ­
t ive l ine n u m b e r e d and 
Hs d ' r e c t i o n shown by 
arrows m a k e s every step 
c l e a r l y u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . 
By t r a c i n g these plates 
w i t h c o l o r e d p e n c i l , 
you qu ick ly unders tand 
the step - by - step se­
q u e n c e of e a c h o p e r a ­
t i o n — a n d r e m e m b e r it 
that way. 

Kularged 2nd Editiini 
by THEODORE A . DE POSTELS A.I.A. (E) 
Most of the difficulty in perspective drawing comes 
from not knowing the sequence of the various steps. 
De Postels takes all the mystery out of the process. His 
common-sense use of COLORS, NUMBERS and AR­
ROWS makes every step clear and simple. You'll be 
amazed how easily you acquire real professional skill 
with this tested and proven method of self-instruction. 
Includes many tricks and short-cuts of the most suc­
cessful delineators. 
Handy loose-leaf format enables you to use pages sep­
arately or in groups for study or resultful group in­
struction. Handsome lifetime binder of extra tough 
forest gi'een linen. 

Price, if sold separate ly , $5.00 

i f " ; ' 

Dratv perspective quickly, easily, accurately . . . 

T h e P E R S P E C T O R 
Amazing fime-saver invented by 

THEODORE A. DE POSTELS 
Nothing like this unique device has ever appeared. 
Make perspective drawings, angular and parallel, of 
exterior and interior views in a fraction of the time 
normally required. With this efficient tool, you can 
quickly draw as many different views as you wish— 
all from the same plan and elevation . . . all with exact 
mathematical precision. Indispensable for the busy pro­
fessional, yet so simple that anyone who knows the 
fundamentals of perspective can use it profitably. No 
other device combines such accuracy with low price, 
speed and ease of operation! 

Price, if sold separate ly , $10 .00 

I l lustrat ion many times 
r e d u c e d . D e v i c e i l full 
10" X 11" heavy g r a d e 
c l e a r a c e t a t e pr in ted in 
s p e c i a l permanent red 
ink, p r o v i d e d with han­
dy t h u m b - t a c k i n g holes 
p l u s f l ex ib le rad iant 
ruler . Inc ludes s imple 
1-2-3 instruct ions for 
fast p rec is ion use. 

T H E O D O R E A . D E P O S T E L S . A . I . A . ( E ) 
. . . in ternat ional ly known a r c h i t e c t , art ist , 
wr i te r , inventor , ho lds the d e g r e e of M a s ­
te r D r a f t s m a n and is an emer i tus m e m b e r 
of the A m e r i c a n Institute of A r c h i t e c t s . 
S i n c e 1923 he has worked in the U. S . A . 
H i s work a p p e a r s under A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
a s a d e s i g n i n g a n d consul t ing a rch i tec t . 
R e n d e r i n g in the E N C Y C L O P E D I A BRIT-
T A N N I C A a n d much of it h a s been wide ly 
e x h i b i t e d here a n d a b r o a d . 

SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER: BOTH of these valuable work­
ing tools for only $12,001 

Send Your Order JSOW to 

The M O N T H L Y B U L L E T I N 
I '2 0 M a d i s o n A v e n u e D e t r o i t 2 6 M I c h i g a n 
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To get Qual i fy castings 
use Electric furnaces 

City Pattern's two 80 kilowatt, 60 cycle 
induction furnaces have virtually eliminated 
pinpoint porosity.* That's why electric fur­
naces are preferred. 

There are other reasons, too. Electric fur­
naces are easier to operate and easy to install 
—give quicker, more uniform heats, and hot 
metal is always available for sudden and un­
expected requirements. Yet, crucible costs 
are materially lower, and because electric 
furnaces permit cool and quiet surroundings, 
worker efficiency is higher. 

*Comparison of metal quality of test samples. 
Vacuum cooling magnifies pinpoint porosity caused 
by gases in suspension in the aluminum samples. 
Both samples were degassed once. Sample on left 
was melted in the electric induction furnaces. 

Yom- shop or plant, too, may be able to get a job 
done better with electricity. You can find out by 
contacting a Detroit Edison Representative with­
out obligation. 

Electric Melting Improves Quality 
of Aluminum Castings at City 
Pattern Foundry and Machine 
Company, Detroit. 

for HELP WITH 
Air Conditioning 
Industriol Process Heating 
industrial-Commercial 
Electric Cooking 
Industrial-Commercial 
Lighting 

Commercial Electric 
Water Heating 
Wiring Layout 
Electric Space Heating 
Materials Handling and 
Power Applications 

• Ultra-violet Radiation 

Telephone WO 2-2100, Ext. 9866 in Detroit. 
Elsewhere phone your nearest Edison office. 

D E T R O I T E D I S O N 
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W I O E - F I A N G E DOUBLE RIB 

h :— H 

l O N G SPAN M-OECK 

S E C T I O N M1-G 

l O N G SPAN M-DECK 

S E C T I O N M 2 - A 

The illustration a b o v e shows Mahon W i d e - f l a n g e Double Rib Steel 
Deck installed over bowstring trusses of a new roller skating rink. 
Y e a r af ter y e a r , Steel Deck roofs a g r e a t e r percentage of new con­
struction . . . a n d , it will continue to do so, because it weighs less and it 
costs less than any other t ype of permanent roof construction. Mahon 
Steel Deck is now a v a i l a b l e in the five Sections shown at left. The 
Long S p a n M-Deck Sections c a n b e e m p l o y e d either with flat p late up 
or flat plate down . . . they s p a n from b e a m to b e a m , eliminating roof 
purlins, and , when installed with flat p la te up, they produce an at trac­
tive b e a m e d ceiling effect. In either position, the bottom metal can 
be per forated and sound absorb ing mater ia l inserted in the C e l -
Beams to provide a highly effective acoustical cei l ing. S e e Sweet 's 
Files for information, or write for Mahon C a t a l o g s D -56 and M-56 . 

T H E R. C. M A H O N C O M P A N Y • D e t r o i t 3 4, M i c h i g a n 
SALES ENGINEERING OFFICES !n N E W Y O R K and C H I C A G O • Representatives in Principal Cities 
Manufacturers of Steel Deck for Roofs, Partitions, and Permanent Floor Forms; Insulated Metal Walls ancJ 

Wal l Panels; M-Floors {Motion Cel-Beom Floor Systems); Rolling Steel Doors, Gril les and Underwriters" 
Labeled Automatic Rolling Steel Fire Doors and Fire Shutterj. 

n 
l O N G SPAN M-DECK 

S E C T I O N M 3 - A 


