o

MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCH]I"

OFFICERS
Clair W. Ditehy, President

TALMAGE . HUGHES
120 Madison Ave, Detrolt

Emil Loreh, 1st Vice-President
William D. Cuthbert, 2Znd Vice-President
Fred Beckbissinger, 3rd Viece-President
Frank H. Wright, Secretary

Talephone CHerry 7660

&y

Andrew R. Morlson, Treasurer Business Manager Richatri- .
Talmage C. Hughes, Executive Secretary E. B. FAUQUIER H. Augustus O°'Dell
Published Weekly. Subscription Price: $2.00 per year (Non-meémlers $5.00)
Eutered as second-cliss matter December 9, 1930, at the Postoifioe at Detroit, Michigan. under the Act of March 3, 1879,
Vol. 9 DETROIT, MICHIGAN, APRIL 2, 1935 ~ No. 14

THE REBUILDING OF WESTERN HIGH SCHOOL IN DETROIT
A TALK BEFORE THE DETROIT BOARD OF EDUCATION, MARCH 26, 1935
By BRANSON V. GAMBER, A. 1. A.

The architectural profession and the construction industry hope that a recently announced™in-

tention of the Detroit Board of Education will not be carried to fulfillment. .
School building would be drawn by architectural de-

that plans for the proposed new Western High

This was to the effect

signers, draftsmen and engineers to be hired by the Board of Education, under the direction of the

Department of Buildings and Grounds; this engi-
neering and drafting force to be augmented by as-
sistants furnished by the local Emergency Welfare
Relief Administration.

If such a plan were to be followed, it would es.
tablish a precedent for every Board of Education
in the state, as well as every other Board and Com-
mission which has the authority to erect, or to
recommend the erection, of public buildings. This
would deal a tre dendous blow to the architects of
this state.

Architects’ Luncheon

32nd Floor, Union Guardian Building
Private Dining Room
Southwest Vista
Tuesday, April 2nd, 12:30 p. m.

A resolution protesting this action was passed by
the Michigan Society of Architects at its annual
convention in Detroit on March 15th, and was sent
to the Detroit Board of Education. It is assumed
that the members of the Board are familiar with
the nature of the protest which was contained in
that resolution.

Architects consider their profession to be as anc-
ient, honorable and dignified as any other profes-
sion. They particularly compare it with the medieal
profession, which is represented on this Board by
two of its distinguished members, The State of
Michigan, like many other states, has established
Commissions to license the practice of architecture,
similarly to other professions.

The important work of planning an:i designing
a building which is to house hundreds of Detroit’s
children, in safety, comfort and in healthful sur-
roundings, should be done by practising architects.

We protest against the employment of those
calling themselves architects who may be on the
welfare rolls. We respectfully ask the two emin-

ent members of the mediecal profession, who are

members of this Board, if they would countenance
the employment of individuals of questionable quali-
fications, selected from the welfare rolls, to perform
the necessary and important medical and surgieal
services required in this locality.

The proposed plan of the Board of Education, as
deseribed above, is another step in the general ten-
dency to socialize business, industry and the pro-
fessions in this country. As such we protest against
it, or any other form of regimentation. )

This protest by the architects’ organizations is
similar to those made by other groups and organ-
izations. For example, we quote the following from
a letter, dated December 18, 1934, which was sent
out by the Wayne County Medical Society:

“We wish to eall your attention to cer-
tain efforts which are being made to social-
ize the practice of medicine. Should these
efforts meet with success, the first stake
in the claim toward general socialization
will have been driven.”

Again quoting the above letter with its inter-
lineation:

“Business men and industrialists should
be the last persons to promote socialization
of business and industry in America.”

Surely both Dr. Shurly and Dr. McClain will ad-
mit that the members of the architectural profes-
sion have an equally valid claim, and an equal
right with the medical profession, to protest against
such methods. Surely the members of this Board
will not deny the truth of this statement, which
applies with equal force, to all professions.

The members of the architectural profession are
also citizens and tax-payers in their respective com-
munities. They object to competition in their own
field by departments of the Government, whether
municipal, state or national. If the Board of Edu-
cation of Detroit carries out its intention, it will
be competing with privately practising architects,

(Continued on Page 4)
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Two Months Figures

Detroit during January and February of this year
showed a building gain of 36 per cent over the
same two months of last year.

The gain in new building was 82 per cent, but the
loss of remodeling, alterations and repairs was 8
per cent.

January and February 1935

No. Prajecls Valuatien
New Buildings .....coceimeima. 236 $072,226
Alterations ... S iiian (PR 505,752
TOTAL 568 $1,477,978
January and February 1934
Neo. Projects Yaluation
New Bulldings, ..o emimoissimss 145 $532,420
AMEPBEIONE .oviassiasintsin s 358 548,915
TOTAL 503 1,081.335

Probably the most startling thing about these
figures is the better showing of alteration work
last year tran this year. With the FHA program
in process it would seem that the repair work
should make a better showing this year. However,
there is another factor which enters into the volume
of this work, namely the aectivity of the HOLC.
This was greater last year than it was during
January and February of this year, and while but
a small percentage of HOLC work is actual repair
construction, that small percentage accounts for the
difference.

Another aspect of these figures of interest is that
during January and February last year we built
approximately one-eighth of the twelve months
valuation of construction which is an unusually large
percentage for the first two months of any year.

While anything may happen during 1935 it seems
logical from the outlook to predict a rising percent-
age of work from now on. In fact, the Parcel Post
project alone will boost the total for this year con-
siderably and the slum clearance project will add
some round millions to the total.

Single house construction is accelerating and the
FHA and other influences are loosening mortgage
money and will continue to do so. The HOLC will
shortly come back into the field with expenditure
of considerable money for repair work.

A general survey of architects’ offices gives one
the impression that the feeling that considerable
work of a private nature will go ahead is much
stronger than it has been in the past. And in fact
such a feeling, so far this year has been backed

up by the news of projects which have progressed.

Predictions, of course, are merely predictions.
There is a big majority who predict considerable
more activity from now on throughout the year. A
lesser number believe there will develop a boom.

Simply as a matter of awakening interest, I here-
with take the big chance of making an estimate of
what will happen this year in comparison with what
actually happened last year.

Detroit My Estimate
Type Valuation, 1934 For 1935
Residences (single) ... $2,351,652 $4,000,000
Residences (2 apt.) ... 32,900 150,000
Stores and apha, o= 10,000 80,000
Stores oo 365,605 350,000
Slum Clearance .... 4,000,000
Office Buildings .................. 36,000 400,000
Public Buildings ........ccocoeaee 1,100,000
Banks . oo
Factories ... .. 1,670,180 2,000,000
Schools 50,000 1,000,000
Clubhouses ............. 48,800
Chirchées oo 33,530
Theatres 80,000 100,000
GRPAPOY o nees omnn e 230,930 100,000
Gag SHtions s 197,100 150,000
SLOTALR s 224,613 200,000
Warthouses .o 256,200 200,000
Garages and Sheds ......... 189,207 200,000
Miscellaneous . 185,000 200,000
$5,061,617  $14,230,000
ARBTHLIONE —covipernnssna 2,874,941 4,000,000
GRAND TOTAL $8,836,658  $18,230,000

The above figures in the left hand column are
actual figures for 1934 from the Detroit City De-
partment of Building and Safety Engineering. The
figures in the right hand column aie merely a guess.

Now here is what I suggest. Put your guess down
alongside mine, and see which one of us is the best
guesser. This is excellent practice for anyone who
has to make out a budget in these stirring times.

OBERBECK—NEW LINE

Ernest Oberbeck Inc., 2539 Woodward Avenue,
through Ernest Oberbeck, well known veteran mem-
ber of the Builders’ and Traders’, announces the
addition to the lines he represents the Blaski sky-
light, a puttyless, ventilating skylight manufac-
tured by Blaski Manufacturing Co.

CLASSIFIED BUILDING TRADES

General Contractors

GEORGE W. AUCH CO.—3848 Mt Klistt,
PLaza 1190.

HENRY M. MARTENS CO.—2111 Wi d Ave

Lumber and Millwork

DETROIT LUMBER CO.—Maln Office: 5801
W. Jefferson. Vinewood 1-2080.

GRACE HARBOB LUMBER CO.—Four Yards.
HOgarth 4913.

CAdlHae 7932

HURD LUMBER C(O.—$435 W. Vernor High-
way, Vinewoed 1-4128

TROWELL CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. — 4349
Cortisnd. HOgarth 7304,

Rugs and Carpets

BERRY RUG COMPANY—1250 Liksary Asa,
Chdillas $34s.

e

MANISTIQUE  LUMBEL
Road. HOgarth 5110.

¢0.—14811 DMeyers

Plumbing, Heating and Ventilating

H. BUCKERIDGE & HON.—15108 Karcheral
Ave., LEnox 2322,

E. B. REID—2317 Meack Ave., PLaza 2537.

Ashestos NU-WAY Insulation

C. STANLEY MORGAN, Manufscturer, Ditroit,

RESTRICK LUMBER CO.—100% West Grand
Blvd. LAfaystia 0300.

F. M. SIBLEY LUMBER CO.—8480 Keraheval
Ave. Fltarey 5100

WALLICH LUMBER CO.—3741 St Audbin Ave.
FTHmple 2-6880.

Ironite Waterproofing and
Resto-Crete

WEATERN WATEERPROQFING CO.—418 Murpky
Bldg.., CAdillas 848,
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THE TRIALS OF AN EDITOR

By Roger Allen, A. I. A.
Editor, Grand Rapids Chronicle

“Complaints are being heard on every side that
The Bulletin frequently prints material marked by
undue levity,” asserted Roger Allen of _Grand
Rapids, owner of a squidget farm and expert viewer-
with-alarm, when interviewed by himself at his pa-
latial summer home, Dandruff on the Knob, today.

“This must cease. The tone of our publication
must be kept high. Architects as a class are stiff
and unbending, although I saw several at the recent
convention who were not stiff . Or at least not
very stiff. Be that as it may, | reiterate that Tal-
mage C. Hughes, editor of ‘I'ne Bulletin, is under-
mining the profession by constantly printing ma-
terial in which it is made to appear that architects
are just folks. Who does he think he is, Eddie
Guest? I am investigating the rumor that Hughes
is in the pay of Moscow.

“My idea of the proper type of material for use
in The Bulletin can be gauged by a survey of the
following list that I have compiled, of articles of
timely interest and in perfect good taste. I suggest
articles on the following subjects:

1. How To Repair Bridges That Cave In; or the

Prevention of [Fallen Arches.

2, Love Among the Logarithms; or Mayhem and
Mathematics,

3. The Design of Municipal Buildings in Odessa,
together with the score of the Odessa civic
song, “Odessa Little Love, a Little Kiss.”

4, The Advantages of Bituminous Aggregate In
Free Standing Pendentive Arches, With or
Without Mustard, or How To Make Distant
Relatives Keep Their Distance.

5. The Advantages of the Old-Fashioned Wood-
shed for Heir Conditioning.

6. Shall We Pay Our Blue Printers or Let Them
Keep Their Amateur Status?

“These few suggestions will suffice to indicate
the type of material that most architects prefer,
especially architects with insomnia. Printing ma-
terial of this nature will satisfy all but five or six
hundred of our five or six thousand readers and I
trust that as much time as possible will be lost in
putting my suggestions into effect. 1 have been
deeply humiliated by the mistaken impression that
has arisen that I, myself, have written articles for
The Bulletin that a person could read without yawn.
ing; this is a base calumny. 1 yield to no man ir
my love of the flag, my reverence for true woman-
hood and my regret for the state we are in, which
I think, is Michigan, but I am not sure, as I have
mislaid my road map.

“Let this warning be sufficient to end an abuse
that, if persisted in, will wreck the ship of state
when the red hand of treason strikes at the root

“@tandard”

= PLUMBING FIXTURES

“Most Modern Complete Display Rooms
in the Middle West”

Murray W. Sales & Co.

MADISON 4200

DETROIT
PONTIAC FLINT
WYANDOTTE

of the Republic and brings the blush of shame tc
the cheek of the Statue of Liberty. What do you
like in the fifth race at New Orleans?” conecluded
Mr. Allen.

WHERE DO EVICTED SLUM
DWELLERS GO?
By G. Frank Cordner, A. I. A.

To those who go about the land speaking on Slum
Clearante and Housing there is put invariably the
query, “When their dwellings are torn down, will
not the slum dwellers move to other parts of the
city and create more slums?” We now have two
definite and accurate answers based on careful sur-
veys in New York City and Cleveland.

In the former place the Lavanburg Foundation
traced the exit of 386 families from the famous
“Lung Block” on the Lower East Side on which
the new Knickerbocker Village was erected, to
their new homes. The results indicated that 86
settled in the blocks adjoining the district they had
just left and the remaining 14% scattered all over
the Metropolitan district, into New Jersey, one
went to Pennsylvania and three families returned
to Italy.

CINDER Specify Cinder Block
BLOCK | For
INC. l Low Cost—Permanent

HOgarth 1140 Masonry Homes

O. W. BURKE COMPANY
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

FISHER BUILDING
Detroit, Michigan
MADISON 0BIO

AIR CONDITIONING
FORCED AIR HEATING
VENTILATING CONTRACTORS

Call Our Estimator Free

M. DEN BRAVEN & CO.

GArfisld 3600 9088 Alpine
TILING ! LIGHTING
FIXTURES
FINE L FIREPLACE

EQUIPMENT

COLLING
CAdillac 1320

PORATH
I 1500 Broadway
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THE REBUILDING OF WESTERN HIGH

SCHOOL IN DETROIT

(Continued from Page 1)

who are desperately striving to maintain their ex-
istence. "If privately practising architeets are re-
tained to draw plans and specifications for Detroit
school buildings, their own assistants will again
receive employment.

The practising architect, like the medical prac-
titioner, is invested with certain responsibilities to
the community. He is responsible for the health
and safety of the individuals who use the buildings
which he designs and supervises, as well as the pro-
tection and preservation of the buildings. His
training and experience qualifies him to find the
proper solution of the problems involved; to plan
and equip the building according to the best and
most modern standards; to consider the factors of
safety, comfort, durability, fire-resisting materials,
sanitation, economical construction, low maintenance
costs and heauty of design.

The Board does not realize, but should be in-
formed, that the proposed hiring of designers and
engineers for periods varying from six to thirteen
weeks would not be sufficient time in which to pre-
pare properly the working drawings, specifications
and details for such an important project. The
amount of money set aside by the Board for this
drafting service, namely $4350.00, will not provide
more than a good start in the preparation of plans
and specifications, made under such conditions.
Furthermore, the use of assistants contributed by
the Welfare Relief Administration limits their serv-
ices to a maximum of twelve hours a week. The
amount of money estimated by the Emergency Wel-
fare Relief Administration for the drafting services
which are to be contributed to the Board, namely
$4316.00, will not appreciably advance the progress
of this work, and represents a waste of the greater
part of such an expenditure.

How could this work be co-ordinated and how
completed under such an arrangement? The prac-
tising architect, with years of experience, can pre-
pare the plans and specifications properly and ex-
beditiously only by using his trained, expert organ-
ization. Furthermore, his experience in dealing
with all elements of the building industry prevents
the vexatious and expensive delays which always

occ%r under such a program as the Board has out-
lined.

We are informed by our legal counsel, that the
Board of Education is obliged to employ, under the
customary contract, a registered architect. We
sincerely trust that the Board will discharge this
obligation in justice to the architectural profession
and because it has this duty to perform in the in-
terest of the tax-paying citizens of Detroit.

JOHN A. MERCIER BRICK CO.

FACE BRAICK
CEOMMON BRICK CONCRETE PRODUOTS

BUILDERS' SUPPLIES

Vinewood 1-0761

A Spring Brenze. Tws Member Interlesking Weatherstrlp Fer Your
D. H. Woed Windews At No Greater Cest Than
A One Member Zine Strip
WE MAVE A WONDERFUL ADJUSTABLE WEATHERBTRIP
FOR STEEL WINDOWS

SAGER METAL WEATHERSTRIP
AND CAULKING CO.

224 DREXEL AVE. LEnex 530 DETROIT, MICH.

WHAT NOW?

Have you ever heard of a builder
WHO spilled creasote on the ground to make a
shingled house “smell right"”?
WHO used a nail punch instead of nails to make
the wood “look near all steal”?
WHO let the rafters run through the flues to
“tie in the chimney”?
WHO used a small flue “to make the smoke go
up the chimney faster”?
WHO used a mix of 1 to 2, “1 shovel to 2
wheelbarrows” ?
HE is the guy who tells the world, “Don’t use
an architect, they ain’t practical”.
—“QUID NUNC,”
Architectural League of
Northern New Jersey.

GOOD
HARDWARE FOR OVER 50 YEARS

RAYL’S

1233 Griswold Street

Monel Metal Tanks From 25 to 1,000 Gallons
Automatic Storage Water Heaters
Monel Metal Water Softeners
Monel Metal Sinks
WHITEHEAD METAL PRODUCTS COMPANY
OF NEW YORK, INGC.

DETROIT OFFICE—4460 CASS AVE. TEMPLE 1(-2150

MERLE C. WEAVER

ARCHITECTURAL CONSTRUCTION

14753 Kilbourne Plngree 1029
Quality At A Fair Price

PUNCH AND JUDY THEATRE
KERGHEVAL AT FISHER ROAD NIAGARA 3888

WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY
= - Two Features - - -

Ramon Novarre in “THE NIGHT IS YOUNG"

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson’s "“"BABOONA"

APRIL 3 and 4

FRIDAY sand SATURIFAY APRIL 5 and 6
Sally Eilers and Lee Tracy in “CARNIVAL"
Saturday, 11 P. M.—John Boles in “MUSIC IN THE AIR"
SUNDAY-MONDAY-TUESDAY APRIL T-3-8

Clark Gable and Constance Bennett in
‘“"AFTER OFFICE HOURS"
Second Issue of “MARCH OF TIME"

MARTIN & KRAUSMANN CO.
@ENERAL CONTRACTORS

965 East Jefferson RAndolph 9865

NELSON COMPANY

DETRIOT — ROYAL OAK — ANN ARBOR

Phone
RAndoiph R. 0. Ann Arber
4182 3480 23701
WHOLESALE

PLUMBING AND HEATING SUPPLIES
Dependable Products—Dependable Service




Agree, Chas. N., 1140 Book Tower, CA. 9263.—
Preparing plans for alteration to 2030 Park Avenue.
Work to begin April 2.

Bennett & Straight, 13526 Michigan, OR. 7750.—
Preparing plans for 5 bedroom residence, corner
Lancashire and Warwick Roads, Rosedale Park. Air
conditioning, oil burner.

Same.—Preparing plans for alteration on 600 seat
theatre, Greenville, Mich. Plans ready about April
22nd.

Same.—Preparing plans for 1500 seat theatre.
Location—Dearborn, Mich. Entrance lobby 60x118'.
Theatre auditorium 146x90°,

Confer, Earl L., 18970 Grand River, RE. 2714.—
Excavating contract on residence, Rosedale Park,
let to Herbert Hulbert; plumbing, Joseph D. Naylor,

Same.—Alteration to apartment building, Webb
Ave,, consisting of modernization of kitchens and
baths, caretaker’s apartment; new steam plant.

Derrick, Robert O., Inc., 35 Fl. Union Trust Bldg.,
CA. 3175.—Plans for Dearborn Post Office ap-
proved in Washintgon.

De Rosiers, Arthur, 1414 Macabees Bldg., CO.
2178.—Plans for church, Allegan, Mich., Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Rev. James Callahan, pastor,
completed about April 1.

Diehl, George F., 120 Madison Ave., CH. 7268.—
Fox Film Exchange plans ready about April 7.

Same.—Preparing plans for new reinforced con-
crete bottling plant, Trenton Valley Distillers’ Cor-
poration. Ready about April 10.

Same.—Preparing plans for chapel building,
Catholic parish. Take bids about May 1. 1,500
seats, stone exterior. Six Mile Road and Livernois.
Spanish tile roof.

Same.—Preparing plans for bottling plant, Tren-
ton Valley Distillers’ Corp. Ready in about three
weeks. Reinforced construction, concrete block.
50x145, 2 stories, estimated cost $25,000, Unit
heaters. Bottling equipment by owner.

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward Ave., CA. 4789.—
One story store, corner Woodward and Willis. Held
over until later.

Same.—Alteration to residence for Dr. B. R.
Hoobler. No contracts let as yet.

Funke, Philip J.—Preparing plans for small the-
atre, Decatur, Mich. Local contracts.

Gould, Nathaniel 0., 301 Boyer Building.—Pre-
paring plans, Storage Building, Eloise Hospital and
Infirmary, Eloise, Mich., for Wayne County Board
of Superintendents of Poor. Fireproof, brick and
reinforced concrete; 3 floors; 80'x240°. Estimated
cost—$282,000.00. PWA loan already granted.

Jameson, L. B., 8581 Jos. Campau, MA. 9146.—
Selected by City of Hamtramek to prepare sketches
for municipal hospital addition and new city hall;
also Slum Clearance and Housing Project, PWA
projects.

Kavieff, Otto H., 425 Cass Ave,, Mt. Clemens,

s
(a
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Mich.—Preparing plans for boat shop and residence,

24’x60°, 2 stories.

Same.—Preparing plans for 60-bed hospital.
Reinforced concrete, 70x112°, 2 stories and basement,
Kuni, Wm. H.,, CA. 8550.—Plans for residence,

Rosedale Park. Ready for bids March 25.

Lane, Davenport, Ine., 610 Donovan Bldg., CH.
6747.—Preparing sketches for library at Plymouth,

Mich.

Same.—Preparing plans for 10 room addition to
school district No. 5, Warren Township, Macomb

County. Dependent upon PWA appropriation,

Malcomson & Higginbottom, Architects, Ralph
Calder, Associate—Contract on lighting fixtures
for Baptist Children’s Home, 13 Mile Road, let to

C. J. Netting Co.; hardware, John Freeman,

Mason, Geo. D. & Co., 409 Griswold, RA. 7850.—
Plans for alteration in north gallery of Woodward
Avenue Presbyterian Church ready for figures

March 29. Bids by invitation.

Merrit & Cole, 1111 Collingwood, LO. 2488.—
Plans for Redford Lutheran Church completed.
Sibe 32x68, full basement, auditoriums. Bids due

March 15. Plumbing and heating separate.

Same.—Plans for Salem Evangelical Church, Pi-
geon, Mich., completed about March 25. To replace

building destroyed by fire.

Mueller, G. A., 1346 Broadway, RA. 3763.—Taking
figures on plumbing and heating for Voight Brew-

ery. No contracts let as yet.

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1123 Lafayette Bldg., CA.
8499.—Preparing plans for theatre and store alter-
ation, Central and Vernor Highway, Owner—Berry

Theatre Corp.

Thompson, G. Harold, R. A., Mullet Lake, Mich.—
Preparing plans for twenty bed, fire-proof hospital,
Cheboygan, Mich. Bids will be asked about March

20th.

Tilds, Paul, 602 Hoffman Bldg., CA. 2610—Bids

for residence, 37x42, about March 21.

Same.—Plans for residence, 34x48 with attached

garage. Bids taken Mareh 22,

Same.—2 store building, 60x60, Woodward Ave.

Contracts let soon.

WANTED—Used drawing tables. Call OR. 7750.

TO ARCHITECTS

Your co-operation in Architects’ Reports will be
appreciated by The Bulletin. It is our policy not
to urge members to give out reports before they
want them released. What we do ask is that you
give your own publication the same opportunity

that you give to others.

Several architects have voluntarily mailed in re-
ports. This is especially appreciated, particularly
from those outside Detroit, whom we do not contact

regularly by telephone.—Thank you,

\

[ —

Wall Enamel Gloss

A practical “One-Coat Enamel” that has proved its
worth in satisfactory service in many Detroit homes.
It is offered in white or a wide variety of pleasing
shades. Easy to use and flows out to a smooth and
glasslike finish.

Prices, details and brepared specifications available

—expert counsel of experienced practical decorators
on request,

RINSHED-MASON COMPANY

5935-5971 Milford Street Detroit, Mich.
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It is also interesting to note that several fam-
ilies. seventeen in number, who resided in the same
tenements in the condemned area moved in groups
to occupy flats in the same houses in new locations,
close to the old. Generally speaking, in their new
locations there has been some improvement as to
physieal facilities, notably an increase in the num-
ber of bath rooms and private toilets.

Another study more recently made covered the
Cedar-Central Slum Clearance district in Cleveland,
the buildings on which have been demolighed, 1
quote from a report by H. W, Green:

857 of the families moved less than a mile

6% from one to two miles

49 two to three miles

5% more than three miles
100

Most of the Negro families, making up 57% of
all the families, relocated nearby. Ninety-four per
cent relocated within a mile; 4°¢ from one to two
miles; and 2% from two to three miles. Of the
white families relocated, 747/ stayed within a mile;
9¢; within two miles; 6% within three miles and
119 moved more than three miles.

The answer to the lead-off question is, therefore,
very definitely, No! The scattred ones are not
concentrated, but are absorbed into the district into
which they move, without any fearful consequences
whatever.

UNIVERSITY 1-3878 ELMHURST 6386

The Insulation Contracting Co.
ATTIC SPECIALISTS

ALL FORMS OF INSULATION
A. G. GRAFF, Sales Mgr.

2929 W. Six Mile Road Detroit
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I NEW

KELVINATOR
'MODELS

Regardless of the requirements of type, size
or price, you will find a Kelvinator model
that exactly fits every job—from the finest
mansion to the smallest apartment. Without
obligation, we will gladly work with you on
your domestic refrigeration and air condition-
ing problems.

KELVINATOR CORPORATION

Factory Branch

West Grand Boulevard at Hamilton
DETROIT, MICHIGAN TEL. MADISON 8348

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

PEERLESS
MORTAR
CEMENT

There are several ex-
cellent mortar ce-
ments. Outstanding
among these is
Peerless.

Peerless Cement Corporation
FREE PRESS BLDG.
DETROIT

Telephone  -:- - - CAdillae 6150

Wnay Nort!

Give Your Client
Complete Satisfaction?

Economy
STl and Luxury
i . Assured

with the

G-E
OIL
FURNACE

Showing how the G-I&
0Oil Furnace traps
heat, makes it pass
three times over heat-

absoibing surfaces,

GENERAL @) ELECTRIC

Air Conditioning Corporation
6150 Second Blvd. MAdison 1450
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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION,
MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS

As Reported by Frank H. Wright, Secretary

President Clair W. Ditchy called to order the 21st Annual Meeting of the Society Friday

morning.

After appointing Messrs: Kressbach and Hoffmaster as tellers on election of officers, he offer-
ed a warm welcome and greeting in his opening address in which he gave a brief outline of the

Society’s ambitions, an outlook of architecture and
the building industry in general. The tendency of
the Society he stated, has always been to cooperate
with the various building organizations. “You have
probably noticed the word Architect is pronounced
more correctly now, as a result of the publicity we
have been receiving,” he said.

Some further notes taken by secretary Wright on
President Ditchy’s talk are as follows:

Avrchitects’ Luncheon

32nd Floor, Union Guardian Building
Private Dining Room
Southwest Vista
Tuesday, April 9th, 12:30 p. m.

It is our duty to serve our public architecturally
to the best of our ability, and by so doing, we shall
all be kept busy. The best buildings have been and
always will be the ones designed and supervised by
architects. The public should know this, and we are
getting this faet before them through better service.

We can take our lessons from the experiences of
other organizations. This, I feel, would make us a
better society and help to sell architecture to the
publie, to educate the public, and those within our
society to protect the weak members and better
serve the high ideals we hold.

Our dues which are now small should be paid by
every member. A portion goes to the A. I. A. who
are solving some very vital problems to help every-

one in the profession. Some of the work in Washing-
ton is now being done by architeets on a salary,
and this is much better than doing nothing at all.

The Michigan Engineering Society is closely allied
to us. They had your president elected on their
board of directors, so this puts us in close contact
with the engineers and their activities throughout
the state.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO
ARCHITECTS

Watch this space for important announce-
ment next week of

CHAPTER-SOCIETY MEETING

Wednesday Evening, April 17th. Keep this
date open for something special.

We are represented on some of the committees of
the Board of Comerce of this city. Just lately the
Detroit Historical Association has asked us to assist
them with a veplica they are making of the old
Fort Ponchartrain and they are relying mainly on
us.

The Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange of Detroit
and the Producers’ Council Club of Michigan and

(Continued on Page 4)
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET

The ideal setting for a real get-together of Detroit’s Building Construction Industry. And—the industry
is going to be there. The reservations so far are very gratifying—architeets, contractors and suppliers,

Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange

Yes, the organization is fifty years old, and a surprising number of the “old timers” will be there.

at the

Detroit Leland Hotel

There will not be so many speeches, but what there will be will be good to hear. Malcolm Bingay, edi-
torinl director of The Free Press will be the principal speaker.

Thursday, April 11, 1935 at 6:30 P. M.

And at six o'clock and from then on to the banquet which will be in the ballroom, the English Room,
whieh will hold three or four hundred, will be open to us as an entertainment room.

In order to make this event a success, reservations must be in before hand. Do not wait to buy vour ticket

that evening.

NATIONAL ESSAY COMPETITION
ON THE SUBJECT “"HOME"

Sponsored by Federal Housing Administration

An important invitation has been issued to all
Industry interested in the Better Housing Program
to participate in a national essay contest with the
aim of far reaching and effective cooperation,

“Jt is believed that this plan will focus the atten-
tion of the vouth of America on its home and will
further the education of many families as to the
benefits of the Better Housing Program with re-
sultent stimulation of the Building Industry,” states
3. J. Flynn, Director, Industrial Division of FHA.

T he Contest

Industries Award Committee
NATIONAL RADIO-ESSAY CONTEST, "HOME”
April 1 to July 4, 1935

Sponsored by
Federal Heusing Administration, Industry, National

Educational and Civie Groups and Radio
Broadcasting Companies
TO THE WEEKLY BULLETIN:

The Building Industry and the Federal Housing
Administration, in cooperation with national educa-
tional and ecivic organizations and radio broadecast-
ing systems, are conducting a radio-essay contest
in the high schools of the country. The subject of
the continuity to be prepared by the students is
“Home"”, and over five and a half million pupils
will have an opportunity to participate.

It is planned to open this contest in all of the
26,000 high schools on April 1st. The schools of
New York, Chicago, Oklahoma, Florida, Maine, the
Southwest and the Pacific Coast have already sig-
nified to the Federal Housing Administration their
desire to cooperate in the endeavor to carry the
story of Better Housing into millions of homes.

The purpose of the contest is to focus the atten-
tion of young America on HOME and should create
a greater interest in Building Activities,

(Continued on Page 23)

CLASSIFIED BUILDING TRADES

General Contractors

GEORGE W. AUCH CO.—3846 Mi.  Ellouw,

Lumber and Millwork

FETROIT LUMBER CO.—Main Office: 5601
I’Laza 1190 W. Jefferson. \ Inewood 1-2080.

Plumbing, Heating and Ventilating

E. B. REID—8817 Mack Ave.,, PLaza 2537T.

2 HOgarth 4913,
HENNKY M MARTENS CO.—2111 Woudward Ave,

— GRACE HARBUR LUMBER CO.—Fuour Yards.

Asbestos NU-WAY Insulation

CAdillac 7432,

TROWELL CONSTRUCTION CO.. INC. — 4444
vortland. HOgarth 7300,

HURD LUMBER CO.—6123 W.
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MANISTIQUE  LUMBER  CO. 14811 Meyers
Road. HOgarth 5110

Vernor High- C. STANLEY MORGAN, Manufacturer, Detroit

Ironite Waterproofing and
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ARCHITECTS' REPORTS

Agree, Chas. N., 1140 Book Tower, CA, 9263.—
Alteration to 2030 Park Ave. Change in plans.

Bennett & Straight, 13526 Michigan, OR. 7750.—
Preparing plans for 5 bedroom residence, corner
Lancashire and Warwick Roads, Rosedale Park. Air
conditioning, oil burner.

Same.—Preparing plans for alteration on 600 seat
theatre, Greenville, Mich. Plans ready about April
22nd.

Same.,—Preparing plans for 1500 seat theatre.
Location—Dearborn, Mich. Entrarce lobby 60x118'.
Theatre auditorium 146x90°,

Confer, Earl L., 18970 Grand River, RE. 2714.—
Contracts let on residence, Rosedale Park. Mason's
supplies, Stockwell Fuel & Supply Co.; rough lum-
ber, Currier Lumber Co.; carpenter labor, Jno.
Graham.

Same.—Plans for furniture store, N. W. Section,
42x100, 1 story, balcony, brick, limestone.

Same.—Alteration to apartment building, Webb
Ave., consisting of modernization of kitchens and
baths, caretaker's apartment; new steam plant.

Derrick, Robert O, Inc., 35 F1. Union Trust Bldg.,
CA. 3175.—Plans for Dearborn Post Office ap-
proved in Washintgon.

De Rosiers, Arthur, 1414 Macabees Bldg., CO.
2178.—Plans for church, Allegan, Mich., Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Rev. James Callahan, pastor,
completed about April 1.

Diehl, George F., 120 Madison Ave., CH. 7268.—
Fox Film Exchange plans ready about April 8,

Same.—Preparing plans for chapel building,
Catholic parish. Take bids about May 1. 1,500
seats, stone exterior. Six Mile Road and Livernois.
Spanish tile roof.

Same.—Preparing plans for bottling plant, Tren-
ton Valley Distillers’” Corp. Ready about April 13.
Reinforced construction, concrete block., 50x145, 2
stories, estimated cost $25,000. Unit heaters. Bot-
tling equipment by owner.

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward Ave.,, CA. 4789.—
One story store, corner Woodward and Willis. Held
over until later.

Same—Alteration to residence for Dr. B. R.
Hoobler. No contracts let as yet.

Funke, Philip J.—Preparing plans for small the-
atre, Decatur, Mich. Local contracts.

Gould, Nathaniel 0., 301 Boyer Building.—Pre-
paring plans, Storage Building, Eloise Hospital and
Infirmary, Eloise, Mich., for Wayne County Board
of Buperintendents of Poor. Fireproof, brick and
reinforced concrete; 3 floors; 80°x240°. Estimated
cost—§282,000.00. PWA loan already granted.

Jameson, L. B., 8581 Jos. Campau. MA. 9146.—
Selected by City of Hamtrameck to prepare sketches
for municipal hospital addition and new city hall;
also Slum Clearance and Housing Project, PWA

B e R NP —— et ST T — —u-u----«-uq—n-‘;-ﬂu—qb

projects.

Kahn, Albert, Inc., New Center Bldg., MA. 7200.
—~Contracts on gear and axle plant, Holbrook Ave.
Structural steel, J. A. Utley Co.; plumbing and
heating, Donald Miller; general contract, 0. W.
Burke Co.

Same.—Contract on Ford Rotunda Building let to
W. E. O'Neill Construction Co., Chicago, Il

Kavieff, Otto H., 425 Cass Ave.,, Mt. Clemens,
Mich.—Preparing plans for boat shop and residence,
24'x60°, 2 stories.

Same,—Preparing plans for 60-bed hospital.
Reinforeced concrete, 70x112’, 2 stories and basement.

Kuni, Wm. H., CA. 8550.—Plans for residence,
Rosedale Park.

Lane, Davenport, Inc., 610 Donovan Bldg., CH.
R‘[T-ﬂ.—Preparing sketches for library at Plymouth,

ich.

Same.—Preparing plans for 10 room addition to
school district No. b, Warren Township, Macomb
County. Dependent upon PWA appropriation.

Mason, Geo. D. & Co., 409 Griswold, RA. 7850.—
Alteration in north gallery of Woodward Avenue
Presbyterian Church being conszidered by owners.

Merrit & Cole, 1111 Collingwood, LO. 2483.—Plans
for Salem Evangelical Church, Pigeon, Mich., com-
pleted about March 25. To replace building destroy-
ed by fire,

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1123 Lafayette Bldg., CA.
8499.—Preparing plans for theatre and store alter-
ation, Central and Vernor Highway. Owner—Berry
Theatre Corp. Ready about April 15.

Thompson, G. Harold, R. A., Mullet Lake, Mich.—
Preparing plans for twenty bed, fire-proof hospital,
Cheboygan, Mich,

Tilds, Paul, 602 Hoffman Bldg., CA. 2610.—Bids
for residence, 37x42, about March 21.

Same.—Plans for residence, 34x48 with attached
garage. Bids taken March 22.

Same.—2 store building, 60x60, Woodward Ave.
Contracts let soon.

WANTED—Used drawing tables. Call OR. T750.

Petterson Shade Company
Manufacturers of
VENETIAN BLINDS
Ross C. Nagle, Representative
CAdillac 0414 i646 First Nat'i Bank Bldg.
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION
MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS
(Continued from Page 1)

all the other building organizations throughout the
city and state are looking more and more to us,
which helps to bind us closer together for the better-
ment of one of the largest industries in America.

We want to extend a most cordial welcome to
our members and friends throughout the city and
state.

We are organizing groups or regional affiliated
societies throughout the state for the reason that
we feel that we will accomplish better and quicker
results with smaller groups. We know that all are
more likely to talk and become better acquainted with
each other and the local problems also will give us
more reasons to hold future M. S. A. conventions
throughout the state.

The sccretary was asked to read several telegrams
and letters to the convention.

The President asked for reports of officers and
committees, and those printed in the Weekly Bulletin
of March 13, 1935 were approved

The minutes of the 20th annual convention as
printed on March 1st, 1934 were likewise approved.

Mr. Marr chairman of resolutions committee
called on Mr. Frank Eurich to read a rough draft
of a resolution regarding the rebuilding of the new
Western High School Bldg. as follows:

THE REBUILDING OF WESTERN
HIGH SCHOOL, DETROIT
A Resolution Passed at the 21st Convention

of the MSA
WHEREAS, the Detroit Board of Education has
recently taken action recommending that the plans

PEERLESS
MORTAR
CEMENT

A good cement scien-
tifically designed to
meet your most ex-
acting masonry re-
quirements,

Peerless Cement Corporation

FREE PRESS BLDG.
DETROIT

Telephone  -:- -:- -- CAdillac 6150
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and specifications for the proposed new Western
High School Building shall be prepared, by assist-
ants furnished by, or secured through, the FERA
who shall function as architects or draftsmen under
the direction of the Director of the Department of
Buildings and Grounds of the Board, and his assist-
ants, and,

WHEREAS, the architectural profession has in
years past enjoyed the confidence of the Board of
Education, and earnestly desires to continue in such
relations of mutual confidence and respect, and

WHEREAS, the architectural profession is today
struggling to maintain its very existence, due to
the unprecedented prostration of the construction
industry, and there ave resident in Detroit many
capable and qualified architects who have long been
citizens and tax payers, and have been without
work for a long period of time, and,

WHEREAS, such qualified trained architects are
readv and anxious to assist the Board in any of its
present and forthcoming construction projects or
programs, which require trained and experienced
technical guidance, and,

WHEREAS, it is to be pointed out that such
action as contemplated by the Board of Education
is in direct violation of the governing clauses of
the National Recovery Act, and,

WHEREAS, it is further to be pointed out that
there exists on the statutes of the State of Michigan
a law which makes it illegal that plans and specifi-
cations for the erection of a public building by
state, county or municipality, be prepared by other
than officially registered architects or engineers,
functioning under their own names, and,

WHEREAS, such action by the Detroit Board of
Education, as herein described, would not only be
a blow to the architectural profession and the entire
construetion industry, but will place the City in the
position of competing with its own citizens, and,
finally,

WHEREAS, such action by the Detroit Board of
Education will establish a precedent for other
Boards, Commissions and Committees throughout
the State, which is inimieal to the interests of the
entire construction industry, now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that The Michigan Society of
Architects, in convention assembled in Detroit, this
fifteenth day of March, 1935, does protest the above
described action of the Board of Education of De-
troit, and respectfully requests that such action be
reconsidered and that regularly registered architects
be employed to prepare plans and specifications and
supervise the construction of this new school pro-
ject, and future school building programs, in the
usual manner and in accordance with the regularly
established code of practice, and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Michigan
Society of Architects instructs and directs its of-
ficers to present this Resolution to the Detroit
Board of Education at its next meeting on Tuesday,
March 26th, 1935, and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolu-
tion shall become an official part of the minutes of
this convention and shall receive full publicity, as
may be directed by the officers of the Society.

Signed: CLAIR W. DITCHY,
President.
Attest: FRANK H. WRIGHT,
Secretary.

The motion was carried.

Mr. Richard Marr called on Mr. Sorenson to read
a resolution concerning a proposed Building Code
for the State of Michigan which was as follows:

PROPOSED STATE BUILDING CODE.

Your committee to which the subject of a proposed
Building Code for the State of Michigan was re-
ferred has given such attention to the details of this
question as the limited time at its disposal would
allow and would report its findings for your con-




sideration.

There are now in the Statutes many laws regulp.t-
ing the construction and use of all classes of build-
ings the responsibility for the enforcement of which
is scattered in a number of departments of the State
Government and these regulations having been
passed at various times are more or less unrelated
te one another as to their application whereas it
would appear that their effectiveness would be in-
creased and their enforcement would be simplified
were they set up under a single code.

Further there are at the present moment laws
looking to the protection of the public against fire
before the legislature which have apparently been
hastily thrown together by those inexperienced in
the consideration of such subjects.

According to published statistics the recorded loss
by fire in the United States for the period from
1916 to 1932 was over 7% billion dollars an average
annual loss of over 480 million dollars to which
staggering sum must be added the unrecorded and
uninsured losses.

Were there to be a disaster each day in the year
equal in the numbers of fatalities to nearly twice
that in the recent disaster in Lansing there would
be a pressing demand on the part of the people of
our country that something be done about it, vet,
published statistics inform us that some 16,000 lives
are lost by reason of fire each year in our country
or an average of some 43 for each and every day.

It is an unquestioned fact that many structures
to which the public is invited or attendance in which
is required by law or circumstances beyond the per-
sons control and which structures embody the most
serious hazards to life by reason of fire or panic
as a result of fire and there is likelihood that more
of such structures will be constructed in the future
unless we are to profit from the lessons of the past,
and take such measures as are necessary to protect
ourselves against this danger by proper regulation
of the construction of such institutions.

Other considerations affecting the health and
safety of the people of our commonwealth are em-
bodied under laws governing housing, zoning, sanita-
tion, ventilation etc., all of which it would appear
should be considered and embodied in a comprehen-
sive building code if any laws covering this subject
should be contemplated in the near future.

Whereas it would appear that this body eomposed
of men trained and experienced in the matters of
this nature and competent to judge as to these
questions would be remiss in its duty to the public
were it to fail to bring those matters to public
attention.

Your committee further realizes that the prepara-
tion of a State Building code is not a matter for
hasty or uncompreliensive consideration but should
be approached with great care and deliberation by
those conversant with the subject in its entirety.

Therefore be it resolved that this convention g0
on record in these matters and recommend that in
the interest of the protection of the lives and health
of our citizens that the subjeet be brought to the
attention of the Honorable Governor of our State
as well as to our representatives in the legislature
and that before any further legislation be passed
on this subject a commission of citizens of our state
conversant with the subject be appointed to examine
fully into the whole subject and to recommend such
legislative action as the facts so found may justify.

1t is further recommended that inasmuch as work
of this nature requries great skill and a thorough
knowledge of the subject besides certain research
involving time and expense that the legislature of
our state appropriate sufficient funds to cover the
cost of the work of such a commission and that this
commission be clothed with authority to formulate
a Building Code for the consideration of the legisla-
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ture should such a eourse be in keeping with its
findings.
Commitiee —
N.CHESTER SORENSEN
HARRY L. MEAD
RUSSELL ALLEN.

The motion was carried. i
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 P. M.

LUNCHEON, FRIDAY

President Clair Ditchy introduced Mr. Frank
Eurich who in turn introduced Mr. Theodore H.
Hinchman of the architectural firm of Smith, Hinch-
man & Grylls,

Mr. Hinchman, vice-chairman of the State Plan-
ning Board of CWA spoke of his work on that board
and secretary Wright’s minutes in part are as fol-
lows: Five or six thousand white collared men must
be taken care of, put to work earning money to
support their families and themselves, So they
first organized an advertising campaign, then the
architects such as Mr. O’Dell, Mr. Cordner and
many others to contact different groups of pro-
fessional men, the social bodies ete., concerning
various projects, from small simple homes up to
great international projects, Airports, Bus Termin-
als, P. W. A. projects ete. The State has been
divided into nine different districts, and they are
getting lists of men such as laborers, white collar,
colored, etc., to determine the kind of employment
needed. The work is divided to go approximately:
537 Highways, 129/ Building, 8% Housing projects
and the remainder Miscellaneous.

They found that in smaller communities the entire
working class were unemployed. In Grand Rapids
807 of the furniture workers are out of work but
only 2% are on relief rolls. They have in mind a
great Saginaw Valley development, forestry, sewer
systems, streams, ete. There is over four billion dol-
lars to be spent and spread over the entire State of
Michigan. He stated that the various councils and
others are opposed to the program because of in-
crease in taxes. o

Work should be done by skilled labor, professional
men and contractors, not by force account. It is
possible to get some doliar-a-year men. with the
government to employ architects and engineers, and
determine which projects have the best possibilities
to help the most people of the state. The commit-
tees are looking for ideas, suggestions, ete., as to
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the best way to solve the problem. The architects
have been left out for the time being, but are not
forgotten.
FRIDAY P. M. SESSION

President Ditchy called for the report of tellers
on election of officers. Mr. Carl Kressbach reported:
President, Clair W. Ditchy, 1st Vice-President, Emil
Lorch; 2nd Vice-President, William D). Cuthbert;
3rd Vice-President, Fred Beckbissinger; Secretary,
Frank H. Wright; Treasurer, Andrew R. Morison;
Executive Secretary, Talmage C. Hughes.

Directors elected are as follows: Wells I. Bennett,
G. Frank Cordner, Branson V. Gamber, H. J. Max-
well Grylls, Walter E. Lentz, Wm. G. Malecomson,
Richard H. Marr, H. Augustus O’Dell.

The report was accepted.

Mr. Marr asked Mr. Bramson Gamber to present
a resolution on “Public Works”. It follows:

PRIVATE ARCHITECTS ON PUBLIC
WORKS

A Resolution Passed at the 21st Convention
of the MSA

During the last three years building construction
has been reduced to a very small percentage of its
former volume. Practically all private construetion
has ceased, and the building industry has had to be
satisfied with the comparatively small program of
Public Works, under the direction and supervision
of departments of the United States Government,
and

Whereas, the architectural profession of this
country has been desperately striving to maintain
its identity, or at least to eke out an existence in
the face of the situation deseribed above and as
well understood by all. The members of this pro-
fession form a substantial percentage of the tax
paying citizenship of this nation, and

Whereas, the present Administration has instruct-
ed the Procurement Division of the Treasury De-
partment, and other Departments of the Government
to prepare plans and specifications and to supervise
the construction of numerous public buildings in
direct competition with privately practicing archi-
tects. Employees of these several bureaus are con-
centrated in Washington, regardless of the fact that
the buildings planned by them are to be erected in
all sections of the country, and

Whereas, a number of architects have been em-
ployed by the above mentioned Procurement Divi-
sion of the Treasury Department, and have been
instructed to work in the office of the Supervising
Architect of the Treasury in Washington, under an
arrangement comparable to the employment of
draftsmen for a monthly salary, and

Whereas, such practices are unjust and unfair to
the privately practicing architects who as citizens
find the Government Bureaus competing against
them, in spite of the greater cost, recognized inef-
ficiency, obsolete methods, delays, and all the other
unsatisfactory and objectionable features of Govern-
ment in business, and

Whereas, the present practice of employment of
architects in a centralized office in Washington,
working under the same conditions as Government
employees, although not subject to the Civil Service
Act, is detrimental to the best interests of the
profession, and mitigates against those who hope
to return to private practice, as well as those now

Monel Metal Tanks From 25 to 1.000 Gallons
Automatic Storage Water Heaters
Monel Metal Water Softeners
Monel Metal Sinks
WHITEHEAD METAL PRODUCTS COMPANY
OF NEW YORK, INC.

DETROIT OFFICE—4460 CASS AVE. TEMPLE 1-2150
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in practice, therefore.

Be it resolved that the Michigan Society of Arehi-
tects in annual convention assembled protests to the
responsible officials of the United States Govern-
ment and to Michigan Senators and Representatives
in Congress, and urge that the publie buildings of
this country be designed and supervised by better
gualified, professionally trained architects in the
localities where such buildings are erected, and

Be it further resolved that the Michigan Society
of Architects protests against the continuance and
maintenance of architectural bureaus in Washington
at additional cost to the taxpayers of this country,
and in direct competition with privately practicing
architects, and urges that such organizations be
discontinued or reduced to perform advisory funec-
tions only, and

Be it further resolved that the Michigan Society
of Architects instructs the officers of the Society
and the Publicity Committee to furnish copies of
this resolution to the above mentioned responsible
officials of the United States Government, to Mich-
igan Senators and Representatives in Congress, to
the American Institute of Architects, to the several
State Societies of Architects, to the Construction
League of the United States, to the Associated Gen-
eral Contractors, to the publication known as the
American Arch.tect, to as many newspapers as pos-
sible, and to the Bulletin of the Michigan Society
of Architects.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Gamber then introduced the following reso-
lution: '

THE SUBMISSION OF FREE SKETCHES
A Resolution Passed at the 2I1st Convention
of the MSA

It is often necessary for an architect to intro-
duce sketches to a possible client to assist in the
solution of a problem, but in such a case there
should be an understanding that the architect will
be employed in ease the project is continued, or
that the owner will pay him for the services which
he renders.

In Article 7 of the Principles of Professional
Practice as adopted by the American Institute of
Architects there is emphatic disapproval of offering
architectural services gratuitously in competition
with other architects.

The sketches which are made by an architect are
most often the solution of the client’s problem, and
in this respect they are the most important part of
his professional services. The donating of such
sketches is an injustice to the architect whe submits
them, and also to the other members of the pro-
fession who are unwilling to offer their services
in this manner. It is also unfair to the prospective
client as the sketches submitted without cost to
him are usually worthless to him, because they are
not studied carefully and are made primarily to
create a favorable impression, thereby assisting in
selling of the architect’s services.

When the architeet willingly and deliberately
enters into competition with other architects in the
submission of free sketches, he is making it in-
creasingly difficult for himself and his fellow prac-
titioners to secure work upon a professional basis,
and is placing himself and the profession in a class
with the speculative house-builder. The owner is,
in this case, obliged to select the architect for
other reasons than that such an architect has suec-
cessfully solved the problem. The American Insti-
tute of Architects has arranged a proper method
of securing architects’ services as a result of a
recognized architectural competition.

Whereas the architectural profession is beset by
many difficulties within its own ranks, and

Whereas the architectural profession is faced
with the necessity for explaining to the public the




nature, character and value of an architect’s serv-
ices, and,

Whereas the interests of the architectural pro-
fession and those of the public can best be served
by architects who are conducting their individual
practices according to the highest prineciples, there-
fore

Be it resolved that the Michigan Society of Archi-
tects maintains its adherence to the Principles of
Professional Practice as adopted by the American
Institute of Architects, and

Be it further resolved that the Michigan Society
of Architects disapproves the practice of offering
architectural services gratuitously, and particularly
condemns the practice of offering such free services
in competition with others, and

Be it further resolved that the Michigan Society
of Architects hereby directs the officers of the
Society and the Publicity Committee to inform the
public of this action and the reasons for it, by con-
tinued publicity through every medium available to
thgse entrusted with this duty.

The motion was carried.

Mr. Ditchy then read the following resolution:

WHEREAS, The construetion of subsistence
homesteads may well become an important element
in the securing of economic stability and the preven-
tion of many of the hardships and privations which
are visited upon the laboring class in time of
economic stress; and,

WHEREAS, The Federal Government has set up
agencies to assist local communities in the creation
of subsistence homstead developments and,

WHEREAS, There has been evinced on the part
of many of the leaders of our local industries an
active interest in this subjeet,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the
Michigan Society of Architects endorses the move-
ment to create homestead projects, and particularly
supports the proposition of establishing Federal
subsistence homestead projects in Michigan.

The resolution was adopted with the provision
that a copy be sent to Judge Laey.

Mr. Marr asked that all of us support and put
into practice all of the resolutions passed at this
convention,

Mr. Ditchy then ealled upon Mr. Ed. Thal, Pres-
ident of the Detroit Building Trades Council. Mr.
Thal brought facts before us concerning the use of
Union labor on building construction. He said if it
had not been for the Trades Unions many of the
C. W. A, and P. W. A. projects would have been
done by welfare labor and welfare supervision.
Three schools were about to be done by others than
architeets, but the Trades Union stopped them. He
called our attention to the late fire of the Western
High School in Detroit. The city has preliminary
sketches started by welfare help and have alloted
the money to the man on the street. The Council
does not want to see this class of building trades
encouraged just because they “say” they know
something about it and they are trying to get the
architects to join hands with them to get before
political and other qualified bodies the means to
bring about a change. The Council does not ask
the architects to use Trades Union labor but to help
toward the betterment of the industry. Mr. Thal
asked that a committee be appointed to cooperate
with them toward getting the facts before the Com-
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mon Council or other bodies,

Mr. Ditehy called on Mr. Wm. Cuthbert of Ann
Arbor, who gave us some interesting thoughts for
the betterment of the M. S. A. as follows:

GROUP OR REGIONAL AFFILIATED

ORGANIZATIONS .

Wm. D. Cuthbert’s Report Given at the-2lst
Annual Convention, MSA

The stress and hardships of the last few years
along with the large amount of forced idleness has
certainly caused a great deal of thinking among
architects as to what steps might be taken to im-
prove their eondition, and especially with reference
to practical long range planning for the betterment
of the profession. A considerable portion- of this
meditation by the architect, I believe it is safe fo
say, has been a mental inquiry, as to how the va-
rious architectural organizations could hetter Serve
and help the individual practitioner along with: the
profession in the abstract. That this is the case
must be evident to all of us who have so often
heard from a fellow architect a remark that the
societies should do something. Just what, no great
number seem to be fully agreed upon. However,
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we see considerable evidence that the profession is
thinking along lines of organization change, in the
articles that have appeared from time to time in the
architectural press. A recent article by Stanley
Worth Hahn of Chicago, appearing in the January
1935 American Architect, has Lgen brought particu-
larly to my attention by numerous favorable com-
ments about it.

For some years 1 have had the conviction that
the various society members scattered throughout
the state should have the society brought to them
and, should further, have the society made for them
a vital part in their professional lives. Some three
or four years ago, when this thought was firs,
brought to the attention of some of the officers, the
idea suggested was that some one of the officers
or perhaps a party of two or three should journey
to various localities and appear before a meeting of
the architects of the several towns in a vicinity
gathered together for a district meeting. This plan
suggested, perhaps, three meetings during the year
held in Kalamazoo or Battle Creek, in Grand Rapids,
in Saginaw or Bay City and, perhaps, in Escanaba
or Iron Mountain. I felt that these meetings which
could be readily attended by men within a radius
of thirty or forty miles would provide a type of
interim minor convention and would have in attend-
ance many men who rarely attend the Annual Con-
vention. It seemed that in this manner these mem-
bers could probably be made to feel that this so-
ciety of theirs was worthwhile, of value to them and
was meant as much for them as for the men in and
near Detroit where necessarily most of the society
activity must center. This thought on my part was
born of knowledge 1 inadvertently acquired that
many of the out-state members have a particularly
detached and listless attitude and a lack of interest
in the state organization.

The depressed conditions existing in architectural
practice no doubt, lack of funds, and absence of any
insistent demand, probably have been factors in
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delaying any serious consideration of the merit_ of
such a plan. Possibly there was a general feeling
that there was no necessity for any such effort.
But during the past year certain activities have de-
veloped which have pointed to the desirability of
stimulating the organization of small reglpna] or
local groups in strategic centers. This sub]evt at-
tracted the attention of the Program Committee for
this Convention and probably on account of my early
interest in the matter, I have been asked to present
some thoughts on this subject of the organization
of local or regional groups. The activities men-
tioned as bearing on this subject is a reference to
the organization of at least three local groups of
architects in various sections of the state. 1 be-
lieve the Ann Arbor Society of Architects, started
in October, 1933, is the oldest of these organizations.
Southern Oakland County Association of Architects
was formed during the past few weeks as is the
case with the group in Flint. At the present time
the Ann Arbor Society of Architects is a strictly
local society with a membership limited to archi-
tects registered in Michigan and resident in Wash-
tenaw County. However, at the March meeting a
motion was passed which was transmitted to the
Michigan Society of Architects and which reads as
follows: “That it is the sense of this meeting that
such re-organization of tka Michigan Society of Ar-
chitects is recommended as may be necessary to
provide for the formation of local member groups
or district affiliated societies in various localities
throughout the state. Also that consideration be
given to a plan whereby three or four full society
meetings would be held during the year; each one
preferably in a different city, and one of these
meetings being designated as the annual general
convention.”

Now what is all this talk of mine leading up to
and what is the value of the local group, to the in-
dividual member: to the profession; and possibly to
the M. S. A.? The value to its own members is prim-
arily in the oppotrunity to put their feet under a
table together, become well acquainted, and to be
able as a recognized organization in the community
to take certain actions for their individual and collec-
tive benefit. You have probably read Edgar Guest's
poem “When You Know a Fellow” in the convention
issue of the Bulletin; also and in case you haven't
read it closely I would like to refer you to Frank
Wright’s report as Secretary of the M. S. A. and
particularly to his statement “That you are not so
apt to do a mean trick to someone you know well
enough to call by his first name”,

It seems that the evidence is ample to prove the
probable value of the local group to the individual.
As regards the profession, the local group can ob-
tain in their community papers certain publicity for
the architect; can appear as a counselling voice in
public matters which touch upon subjects regarding
which the architect is informed and in which he
should be interested; and it can also appear as a
sponsor or aid in many affairs dealing with civic
welfare. As for the state society the value of local
group activities in this sphere can hardly be measur-
ed and placed in specific sentences. However it
seems to be axiomatic that if a lozal organization
can be helpful to the individual practitioner then he
must certainly sense that his state society can also
be a valuable factor in his professional life and he
should have a re-birth of solid and active interest
in his state society. The state society on its part
will be assured that in all its state-wide efforts
they will have the loyal and energetic assistance of
these local group units who can work intimately and
thus effectively with their local legislators in mat-
ters of legislation and who will be a constant ally
in the front line trenches.

Purely as illustrative, I wish to mention some of
the activities we in Ann Arbor as a local society




have carried out. We have obtained the co-operation
and good will of the loeal newspaper and at one
period ran ‘a series of articles for about sixteen
consecutive weeks. These articles appeared on the
weekly building page under a caption identifying
them as being prepared under the auspices of the
A. A. 8. A. We aided in the passing of local legisla-
tion forming a city plan commission, the architect
member of which is Wells Bennett. We have obtain-
ed the sympathetic approval of the city engineer in
an effort now being carried forward to re-write and
re-compose certain sections of the city building code.
The president of A. A. S, A., Lynn Fry, is chairman
of the local committee for the better housing pro-
gram. In connection with this program we organ-
ized a free advisory bureau and had one of our
members on duty at three periods a week in an
office in the Chamber of Commerce Building, We
have adopted a uniform schedule of charges, All in
all our efforts must have been worth while and this
local group must be of value to the individual and
to the profession if for no other reason that that I
am absolutely certain the word architect has been
brought to the attention of scores of people who
would not otherwise have realized there was such
a person.

I have stated my case for the local group organ-
ization. What form such organizations should take
if considered favorably as an affiliated activity must
be decided upon only after further study by the
officers and directors of the M. S. A. It might be
that local organizations with their own individual
names should be sponsored, these groups also being
cited and known as affiliated with the MCS- AL
Possibly the state should be divided into districts
similar to the Wisconsin form of organization with
each district having its own individual organization.
I believe firmly that this convention should take
action at this session looking to the active $DONSOr-
ing of local groups at as early a date as possible,
certainly within the next three months, Organiza-
tions formed during this period would have the
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benefit of the summer season for promotion of
activities of a social nature; and by September
should be able to carry on a definite and helpful
campaign of activities. Therefore before I sit down
I wish to offer the following motion: “That the
president or chairman appoint a committee to study
the matter of local group organizations with instruc-
tions to report back their recommendations at the
Saturday morning session of this Nineteen Thirty
Five Convention”,
The motion was carried.

Mr. Sorenson spoke on the talk of Mr. Thal and
suggested a committee to take up the problems.

Mr. Lentz stated that the general effect would
probably be better if we were quiet rather than to
make a noise about some of the attacks on the wel-
fare. He suggested that our president appoint a
committee to work with other organizations to pro-
test against welfare labor being used where pro-
fessional men and those more capable should be
employed.

Upon comment by Messrs Mead and Kressbhach
President Ditchy asked Messrs Lentz, Mead, Crowe,
Russell Allen and Sorensen, to serve on a committee
to forward a resolution to the Board of Education
at once,

In a recent issue of a Detroit newspaper there
appeared in the classified section the advertisements
of two architectural firms.

One offered to prepare plans for FHA loans. The
other simply stated “Best Architects in Town.”

And why not? There has been so much talk, and
no action, about group advertising that it is no
wonder that individual firms have come to the point
of going it alone.

Both these firms are of high standing and even
if one goes so far as to state “Best Architeets in
Town,” who am I to say they are not?
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RELATION BETWEEN OWNER AND
ARCHITECT
A Talk Over Station WWJ on Friday, March
15, 1935, from 7:00-7:15 P. M. on Home
Building and the National Housing Act
in Connection with MSA Convention
By STEPHEN F. VOORHEES, F.A.LA.

I am going to discuss this evening some of the
relations between the home owner and the architect
and the effect on these relations of the National
Housing Act.

The home owner, either actual or prospective, is
confronted with many problems in that ownership.
Yome are financial, some are social and some are
physical; that is, they arise out of the use of the
house to provide shelter—a home for the owner. It
is in the last class of problems that the architect’s
chief professional interest lies. His concern is the
solution of the problem of providing for the owner's
shelter needs. We have then, on the one hand, the
owner who is seeking a means for satisfying his
needs for shelter and on the other hand the archi-
tect who, by training and experience, is qualified
to devise these means—to design the house.

The recognized architectural relationship is a
professional one and somewhat analagous to the
relationship that exist in medicine and law. If the
owner is sick he goes to the doctor, describes his
ills and the doctor after proper diagnosis prescribes
a remedy. If medicine is required, the prescription
is taken to the druggist for compounding. Likewise,
if the owner is in need of legal services he retains
4 lawyer, who, after an analysis of the case, takes
the indicated legal action. In all of these cases, the
professional man acts as an advisor having an in-
terest identical with that of his client—the doctor
to make him a well man, the lawyer to protect him
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in his rights and the architect to design a house
for him. I

The architect, however, in addition to his prime
responsibility for design, also acts for the owner
in connection with the construction of the house
both as to the technical or structural and the bus-
iness phases. By this service the architect ‘brmgs
about conformity of the constructed house \Vlth the
design and keeps the owner advised on the business
matters of the project. But the architect is not the
constructor. The construection of the house is done
by the builder who manages the operation and as-
sembles the required men and materials. :

With this understanding of the normal ;el.atlon-
ship of owner, architect and constructor, it 1s de-
sirable to consider the basic needs which are served
by shelter—one of the three essentials for physical
lite, the others being food and clothing. These basic
needs of the occupant are protection, comfort and
aesthetic satisfaction. Man needs protection from
wind, rain, fire, dirt and animals, including other
men. The four walls and roof of a mountamn cabin
will serve this purpose in its simplest form. Man
also wants home comforts atfecting his bodily
welfare, such as those which provide for eating,
sleeping and cleansing, and those which please his
senses 1m seeing, hearmng and the like. Agam these
needs may be s.mply satisfied by adding a fireplace
and a tew windows to our mountain cabin. Now
there is a last class of needs which is frequently
not appreciated although historically and racially
it musc be provided for. I refer to the satisfaction
of man’'s aesthet:ic desires. 1t is rare that some
etfort is not made in this direction but all too
frequencly it is quite inadequate. Aesthetic satis-
faction may be obtained in our simple mountain
¢abm by tne color appued to the doors and windows
and the surface cnaracteristics of the materials
used in its construction,

While man’s shelter needs—protective, comfort
and aesthet.c—have been described in their simplest
forms, they are of course elaborated by the home
owner to accord with his taste and means and in a
great variety of ways. Hence the architect must
work out with the owner a clear defimition of his
real needs and wants so that the house when com-
pleted will meet these requirements in the most
efficient manner. This i1s one of the most important
services tnat the architect renders to the owner.
Houses are used for a long time and are not readily
changed, so the determination before construetion
of tne particular needs to be satisfied is of utmost
importance. It is a joint responsibility of the owner
and architect and the success of the house is predi-
cated upon the adequacy of this fundamental solu-
tion ot the shelter problems of the owner.

It is the architect’s responsibility to design the
house around these needs, bringing to bear on the
problem all of his skill in the planning of the parts
and the selecting of suitable materials and methods
of construction and then to describe this design by
drawings and specifieations. The drawings and
specifications must be clear and specific so that they
will be understood by all parties interested in the
project since they serve as the basis of the contract
and for the constructing of the house. After the
award of the contract, it is the normal responsi-
bility of the architect to supervise the work so
that the execution will be in conformity with the
design and to administer the business relationships
established by the contract.

Now 1 have deseribed the relationship between
owner and architect when the house is built to
order but there are many prospective owners who
cannot afford to build a house to order and so
must buy a ready-made house. In this case the
designer—the architect—takes into consideration the
average needs of the future owner based on his
experience and judgment as to the probable demands
of purchasers. The builder constructs the house in
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accordance with this design, using his judgment as
to materials and methods of construction with refer-
ence to the market conditions.

There is another procedure which the home
owner may follow in obtaining a house. He may go
to an architect who has in his possession de_SIgns
and complete working drawings for several differ-
ent types of houses and select from among them
the one that most nearly meets his needs. The pro-
cesses of construction then follow those previously
described for the built-to-order house, This plan
has certain advantages in reducing the cost of the
architectural services and in giving the owner an
opportunity to compare a number of designs and,
very possibly, houses previously constructed from
them,

If the architect and the builder are men of skill
and integrity, the owner will get a good house if
he follows any one of the three methods deseribed.
On the contrary, if either skill or integrity or both
are lacking, the result to the home owner will be
disastrous. There are many other means for ob-
taining a home, such as buying an old house and
altering it, or buying one of the houses which are
built on wholesale basis without the benefit of com-
petent architectural design or supervision. Badly
designed and badly constructed houses are the worst
possible investment for any owner and he cannot be
too careful in his selection. Houses with faddish
or tricked-up exterior, fine tile bathrooms, but of
licht and flimsy construction are bound to be a
grief to either owner or occupant.

The claim is frequently made that an architect
is not required in a simple house operation, although
it is conceded that he is a necessary element in the
construction of mansions and monumental build-
ings. It seems obvious from all the foregoing that
someone must perform the service of design and
it also seems obvious that the one who can best
perform this service is the man who has qualified
himself by training and experience to analyze the
owner’s shelter requirements and to translate them
into drawings and specifications, which are the
language of the construction industry, and thus
furnish the builder with the necessary information
for constructing to meet the owner’'s needs. So
much for new house construction.

There is now a very active field in reconditioning
existing houses which have become obsolete through
changes in modes of living but which if the strue.
ture is in good econdition can he brought up-to-date
by judicious expenditure for minor rearrangement
and the installation of modern equipment. Here,
again, the architect serves by designing changes
for the modern needs and advising on the selection
of equipment and finishes. In the last few years,
architects have been particularly active in this field.
One firm in New York in the last two years has
executed over one thousand such projects ranging
in cost from $100 up and involving the selection of
colors for painting and papering, new roofing, new
heating systems, new bathrooms, sun porches and
the like. The home owner again may go to an ar-
chitect for such services or he may go to a builder
but in any event the element of design is involved
and the owner must select the one whom he be-
lieves is best qualified to serve him. This recon-
ditioning work also presents a problem for the ar-
chitect in the matter of fees. He must find a way
to render these services for small fees hecause the
average project is small.

Now, where does FHA come into this pieture?
Primarily, the National Housing Act, which estah-
lished the Federal Housing Administration, is con-
cerned with the financial phases of home owner-
ship. Under Title I of the Act, provision is made
for insuring the lendor so as to encourage character
loans in amounts up to $2,000 payable in small
monthly instalments. There is no requirement in
the Act that the modernization work done through

these loans should be designed or supervised by an
architect. That matter is left entirely to the home
owner but many home owners and many archltegts
are finding that they can establish mutually satis-
factory arrangements for this work and thousands
of homes are being made more comfortable and
more valuable through this modernizing and restor-
ation to good condition,

The Home Owner’s Loan Corporation has also
been active in this field of reconditioning of proper-
ties covered by mortgages which have been trans-
ferred to HOLC. HOLC also has availed itself of
these technical services generally rendered by ar-
chitects, Altogether these reconditioning efforts
which have been going on all over the United States
have restored homes to good condition and brought
them up-to-date, and in addition have produced a
large amount of employment and activity for other
elements of the building industry.

Under Title II of the National Housing Aect,
mortgages are insured and through this insurance s
number of new features in the field of finance and
construction have been introduced. The mortgages
are amortized by regular monthly payments up to
a maximum of twenty years, thus giving protection
to the borrower in the matter of renewals and fees
for same and to the lender in the case of default.
Because of the long term feature of these insured
mortgages, it is essential not only that the house
should be constructed of durable materials but that
it should have other features to reduce the factor
of obsolesence, and so the Housing Administration
sets up the following requirements as a basis for
determining the acceptable features of design:

“l. The design of a property shall be considered
with reference to its power to retain popular accep-
tance. Distinetion shall be made between passing
fads and definite trends in taste.

“2. Materials shall be used in the manner to
which they are naturally suited with due regard
for their appropriateness in relation to the other
features of the design and to the locality in which
the property is located.

“3. The design shall be appropriate to the section
of the country in which the property is located,
with reference to climate, topography, and to the
mode of living of the probable occupants,

“4. Preferential consideration will be given to
designs which are simple and direct, which rely for
their effect upon mass, scale and proportion, and
which avoid straining for picturesque or unusual
effects through elaboration of motif and ornament,
or a startling use of materials.”

It is apparent from the foregoing that the design
and construction of houses will be greatly improved,
In my judgment, the National Housing Act is the
major federal contribution in the field of housing
in this country and its potentialities for developing
better housing and greater home security are limited
only by the sanctions of the people and the wise
administration of the Act. Of course, this Act is
not going to eliminate the badly designed and badly
built houses but it will give encouragement to those
developers, designers and constructors who have
been striving to produce good houses suited to the
needs and the pocketbooks of home owners,

The architects are alive to the possibilities of
service created by the Act. For example a group
of leading architects in Baltimore, Maryland, have
organized themselves to give service to the owners
of the smaller houses—those costing less than
$7,600. An office has been provided in Baltimore
where the home owner can inspect plans by many
architects, get advice as to the procedure for en-
gaging architectural services and the constructing
of houses. The plan gives the cost of the house,
including the architect’s services, and shows the
monthly payments required under the terms of an
FHA insured mortgage. Also, information is given
as to the approved lending institutions and the
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names of reliable contractors. Lending institutions
and contracting organizations are co-operating with
the architects’ organizations to the end that the
prospective owner of a small house may find good
architectural and constructing services within his
means.

Other cities are organizing in the manner best
suited to meet the local situations but all directed
to improvement of housing, particularly in the low
rental brackets. The FHA program is concerned
only with self-supporting projects. It does give
grants of Federal funds for housing. It does offer
a plan for effective co-operation between the bor-
rower, the lendor, the designer and the constructor.
And so I say a new day has dawned for the home
owner of the small house in the solution of his prob-
lems of finance, design and construection.

SMOKER, FRIDAY EVENING

Friday evening the informal get-together was a
smoker in night club style with music, entertain-
ment, refreshments and a buffet supper. The most
encouraging feature was the appearance of practic-
ally every one interested in the building industry
hareabouts — and they were all in good spirits,
shaking hands with competitors. This is a most
hopeful sign and indicates that the building indus-
try is definitely headed for better days.

SATURDAY MORNING, MARCH 16TH

President Ditchy opened the meeting, which was
a closed business session. Many architects were
present.

Mr. Kressbach reported for the committee on the
possibility and advisability of forming state archi-
tectural smaller organizations or local groups as
follows:

Several local groups of Architeets have formed
local associations, which fills a need in its locality.

The committee finds that sueh organizations are
feasible and desirable.

The objects of local groups should be:

1. To give the MSA local representation and give
to the local groups the prestige of affiliation with
the MSA,

9. To create a local forum for the purposes of
passing on professional problems of a local or com-
mon nature.

3. To bring out, by discussion, subjects for con-
sideration by the annual convention of the MSA.

4. To co-ordinate the State-wide representation of
the Society, by including those architects who are
unable at present to be represented at the conven-
tion.

5. To give added weight to any appeal of the
MSA on any political or professional problem, by
multiplicity of opinions from separate districts.

6. To encourage closer cooperation among archi-
tects in a community, resulting in better profession-
al standards and a better organization for local
publicity and encouragement of public acceptance
of the Architect’s status.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That groups be organized in each sizeable city,
similar to some already organized.

2. That these groups meet weekly or monthly and
devote such meetings to professional as well as
social discussion.
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3. That an officer of the Society make an
occasional visit to these groups at one of their reg-
ular meetings.

4. That aowances for travelling exvenses be
made by the Society for such visits and also for
travel occasioned in organizing the groups.

5. That each group select its name, but such name
be approved by the Board of Directors of the MSA.
Name recommended by this committee is (...
i) Association of Architects, affiliated with
the MSA.

6. That this committee be perpetuated for the fur-
ther study of this problem, with further recommen-
dations and decisions to be submitted to the MSA
Board of Directors before May 1, 1935.

The motion was carried.

President Ditchy called on Mr. Leigh Hunt from
Milwaukee, chairman of the Publicity Committee of
the State Association of Wisconsin Architects to
give an account of what the architectural societies
are doing in Milwaukee and Wisconsin, having
separate groups but working together as a whole,

President Ditchy called on Mr. Andrew R. Morison
who gave his Treasurer’s report.

Frank Cordner and Prof. Geo. M. McConkey
were named as auditors of Mr. Morison’s books.

President Ditchy called on Mr. Jos. Sweeney of
Sweet's Catalog Service. He said that having
traveled throughout the United States getting the
views from different architects under various con-
ditions that he found that the country recognizes
the architect more than ever as an important part
of the building industry. Avchitects are not only
an artistic group, but an economic group as well,

The problem of price cutting must be solved.
There are in this state 150 jobs that are not finished
and probably will not be finished because of not
having an architect.

The President then said that after serving one
vear as president of the society that he had come to
the end of his term and that he had seriously con-
sidered the position for the coming year. It had
cost him a considerable amount of time and money,
he said. He said that it was not a one-man job, but
work for all architeets to do.

He expressed a willingness to carry on the job
for another year with the help of the membership.

The small groups plan will help to get us closer
together and enable us to help each other. Two
definite things must be put before the public, that
is, to serve the public as architcets and to serve
among ourselves. The engineering societies have
snonsored programs that we should have sponsored,
This would not happen if we were not so lazy and
indifferent.

President Ditchy called on Prof. Lorch for a few
remarks in which he told us that architectural
education standards are too low. We should have
a higher standard of education to henefit the publie
as well. Michigan is far more liberal than other
ctates with examinations. We have a three day
examination, others have four days. We should
educate the public through the school teachers, art
teachers, school children, and show them all kinds
of construction, different materials, good and bad
planning. This could be carried on by the various
M. S. A. group organizations to be formed through-
out the state.

" FRamssEaT
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Mr. Herbert G. Wenzel said we should congratu-
late ourselves that our president had decided to carry
on for another year, and we should have more support
from the older men. The matter of free sketches is
almost impossible to iron out, he said. “My con-
clusion is that we cannot get anywhere with rules,”
he said. “We must police rather than have laws
prepared. This idea of getting sketches free is like
getting something for nothing and something for
nothing is not valued as it should be. The M.S.A.
could do something about this. It has been going
on for years, let's do something.”

Mr. Frank Cordner said that the Governor had
stressed the word “planning”. This has prevailed
throughout the country and we should take ad-
vantage of this advertising. We should also spend
some money, as the other professions do, to make
their laws effective.

Mr. Hunt of Milwaukee said that architects of his
state have the same problems as we do. They are
getting out small plans, also making photographs
of ten poor houses and ten good ones, which they
are to show to the public with slides, lectures, ete.

We know if we can get the public to think archi-
tecturally that they will want architects.

Mr. Wm. D. Cuthbert called our attention to the
good of the architects jury now in use in several
states. This would help us in getting before the
public.

Mr. Morisen said, that as our job as architects we
should give all we have, not as little as possible.
If we have a jury we should not set up a minimum,
but a maximum amount of work and complete
services, including supervision.

Mr. Kressbach suggested that we do something
about those who are not registered and yet are
practicing architecture.

Mr. Sorensen stated that he would like to see
every candidate who applies for a state archite:-
tural examination first examined to determine if
he were eligible to take the state architectural
examination.

Mr. Lentz said, that the state board should set
a high standard, since the law states that all candi-
dates should be passed by examination, He stated
that we should stand back of and uphold the board.
Mr. Ditchy called for a vote on the motion and it
was carried.

The meeting adjourned at 12:45 P. M.

LUNCHEON, 1 TO 2:30 P. M. SATURDAY

Mr. Mason P. Rumney, President of the Builders’
& Traders’ Exchange of Detroit was the speaker
and some notes on his talk follow:

Mr. Rumney told about some of the things the
Builders & Traders are doing to cooperate with the
building industry, and how they are also endeavor-
ing to bring about a closer cooperation among the
building trades and the architects, and that it was
highly desirable that the builders and supply people
be personally acquainted with the architects with
whom they are doing business which was one
reason why there had been monthly golf outings
during the summer to which all of the architects
were cordially invited. He also mentioned that on
April 11th the Builders & Traders are to have their
Fiftieth Year Jubilee Dinner, and that the architects
were to be invited as their guests.

He then told about the work of the Builders &
Traders Legislative Committee, who had been doing
considerable work with Senate Bills 51 and 22, and
House Bill 124, all in our state legislative body. He
believes that these Bills are very detrimental to all
industry and the building industry in particular.

He also mentioned the fact that House Bill 234
was up for discussion and that this Bill was for the
purpose of creating a State N. R. A. — that a good
many members were for this Bill, while a good many
others opposed it on the basis of the dangers caused

by the situations arising from paragraph 7-A of
the N. R. A, Bills.

He then touched on the prospects for the building
industry in 1935, and stated that he was optimistic
for the building industry this coming year. He
covered the program of the F. H. A. under Title 1,
and advised of the extensive publicity program
about to start in this connection and stated that
whereas there was very little direct benefit from
this for architects, that he believed it did help general
business which, in turn, would help the architects.

He further stated that Title 2 should be under
way and that under Title 2 considerable residence
construetion could be undertaken as the statisties
showed that the small house and apartment vacancy
in Detroit was under 3% and that on this basis
rents were increasing, which would naturally make
new construction desirable if the financing could
be arranged.

He showed charts of the percentage of types of
building construction in the past four years and the
total building in relation to a base of the average
building from 1925 to 1929,

Mr. Rumney then gave some figures on relative
costs of material from 1933 to 1935 in connection
with some Non-Commissioned Officers Quarters
that were built in 1933 and identical ones to be built
in 1935. Of course, this was only from one locality
and not averages of the country at large.

1933 Cost 19356 Cost % Increase

Reinforcing Steel ... 271.00 311.00 14.7
Masonry 840.00 083.00 17
Lumber .. . 920.00 1133.00 23.1
Millwork 688..00 1205.00 765.
Glass & Glazing .. 131.00 150.00 14.5
Finish Hardware . . 108.00 138.00 27.8
Lath & Plaster ____ ...1290.00 1450.00 12.4
Mise. & Orn. Iron 213.00 298.00 39.8
Panting: —oe = ; 470.00 15.8
Roof & 'S M. oo 2 540.00 5.3
Steel Sash oo - X 1010.00 13.56
Heat & Plumbing ....1290.00 1450.00 12.4
Eleatreal ... ... .. 38000 398.00 4.7
Insulation ... ... .. 68.00 74.00 8.8
8065.00 9610.00 21.6 Av.

The speaker concluded by telling something of
the work of the Committees created to promote the
Substanance Homestead Development—and that they
hoped to get money for about a thousand of these
houses this year. These homes are to be built after
a very careful analysis of the design, and he stated
that in order to insure proper architectural service
they had on their Architects’ Committee, Messrs.
Lorch, Ditchy, Gamber and Ellington.

A HOPEFUL SIGN

In the want ad section of last Sunday’s Detroit
News there were some thirty-seven ads for help
wanted in the building industry. A year or two
ago there were none. These ads covered practically
the entire list of building trades and white-collared
employes. Perhaps we have to thank the “Better
Housing Campaign” under General Heckel and the
FHA under Raymond N. Foley and Lancelot Sukert.
Anyway, it is the most hopeful sign for the indus-
try for many years. The whole country is becom-
ing building-conscious, spurred on by the Federal
Government.

UNIVERSITY |-3878 ELMHURST 6338

The Insulation Contracting Co.
ATTIC SPECIALISTS
ALL FORMS OF INSULATION
A. G. GRAFF, Sales Mgr.

2929 W. Six Mile Road Detroit
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BUILDING STANDARDS FOR THE FHA

Minutes taken by Frank H. Wright, Secretary
of the MSA at the Saturday P. M. Session
of the Society’s 21st Convention

This meeting, the final session of the Annual
Convention of the Michigan Society of Architects,
was the focal point, the climax of the meeting and
was in charge of Mr. Lancelot Sukert, A.LLA., Chief
Architectural Supervisor to FHA in Michigan. The
annual convention was planned so that this meeting
might be held on Saturday afternocon in order that
others who might be interested could attend. The
banking and the building fraternity were invited to
attend inasmuch as the subjeet was of even greater
interest to them than to the architect.

The invitation to Mr. Sukert to preside was not
only as an architect but as an official of the Federal
Housing Administration, whose duty it is to inter-
pret those standards by which it is decided whether
or not a building, old or new, is acceptable as
security for a mortgage loan insured by the Fed-
eral Housing Administration in this State, when
measured by the rules which have been set up as
minimum requirements for such security.

There are a number who are not entirely familiar
with the provisions of the National Housing Act.
It has several chapters o rdivisions, called Titles.
Under Title I, approved lending institutions may
make what are often termed “character loans” up
to $2,000.00 for remodeling or renovizing homes or
places of business, without mortgages, and for not
more than five years. Because past experience has
indicated the bulk of these loans to be 80% sound,
they are insured for 209%. Title I has been in
operation for some time. Designed as an immediate
stimulus and quickly put into operation after the
passage of the act by Congress, it has served not

KELVINATOR
MODELS

Regardless of the requirements of type, size
or price, you will find a Kelvinator model
that exactly fits every job—from the finest
mansion to the smallest apartment. Without
obligation, we will gladly work with you on
your domestic refrigeration and air condition-
ing problems.

KELVINATOR CORPORATION

Factery Branch

West Grand Boulevard at Hamilton
DETROIT, MICHIGAN TEL. MADISON 3848

only to produce considerable business, but to coax
out of hiding a greater sum of money expended
upon modernization and repair, it has been estimat-
ed, than has actually been loaned.

The second chapter of the Housing Act, known as
Title II, provides that the Administration may in-
sure one billion dollars worth of loans on existing
residence properties, and a similar amount on new
construction. The President has the power at his
discretion, to increase either or hoth these limits.
Loans may be insured up to but not to exceed
$16,000.00 and where the lender is willing to take
the risk, the Administration may insure loans up to
807 of the appraised value of the property, includ-
ing land and buildings. Obviously, such risk would
anticipate an absolutely perfect set of qualifications
as to locality, surroundings, tax rate, and all of
those influences which affect a mortgage risk. The
extreme limit of time is 20 years, again dependent
upon a perfect setup. Loans may be repaid in
monthly payments, something after the fashion of
the land contract. In most instances the interest is
set at 5%. The lender is authorized to charge an
additional 1% of 19 for service charges, designed,
we presume, to pay the overhead of the mortgage
department. There is an additional charge of %
of 1% which, as an insurance premium, is paid to
the Federal Housing Administration. The total,
then, amounts to 6%, except in certain instances
which are explained in Circular No. 1, entitled
“Mutual Mortgage Insurance”. Since these involve
refunding of mortgages on existing property they
are not likely to be of interest to the architect. In
no case does the rate exceed 77%, and then only in
certain instances.

In every case the monthly installment includes
the payment of taxes and fire insurance in advance.

There are certain other requirements, such as the
charges made by the lender to cover costs of his own
appraisal, as well as legal and clerical fees, but in
no case may he charge a bonus or pay an agent’s
commission.

The bankers are already appraised, or should be,
of the manner in which the insurance is paid, which
is not in cash, but in debentures of the Federal
Housing Administration which do not fall due until
3 years following the date of amortization of the
mortgage, and which bear 3% interest. However,
those debentures issued for the loans insured prior
to July 1, 1937, are guaranteed by the United States
Government as to principal and interest.

The cost of operations under Title II are met out
of a revolving fund of ten million dollars. The
borrower must pay at the rate of $3.00 per thousand
for the investigation of his security by the Ad-
ministration. It is not intended that the cost of
operations or of the insurance shall come out of
taxes.

The most important provision of the Housing Act
is that which gives a mutual quality to the insur-
ance. One is naturally led to wonder how the various
mortgages are separated into group accounts.
Obviously those which offer the least risk of loss
are grouped together, just as those which offer
greater risk of loss are grouped together. The
question is then asked: “How is the ratio deter-
mined between these risks?”

That brings us to a brief explanation of the or-
ganization and procedure of the Administration's
insuring offices, such as that for the State of Mich-
igan, located here in Detroit.

They are dealing with insurance. Virtually they
are underwriting insurance on mortgages. The pro-
cedure under Title II is, therefore, carried out by
what is called an Underwriting Staff.

The staff is divided into sections, each of which
“rates the insurance risk” from a different point of
view. The ratings are five in number. They cover

T




the rating of the borrower’s credit qualifications
and characteristics, the rating of the mortgage it-
self, including the amount of the loan in relation to
appraisal value and in relation to the time of
amortization, etc., the neighborhood, including
everything that affects or might in the future,
affect the neighborhood, the rating of the relation
of the property to the neighborhood, and by property
is meant the building or buildings as well as the
land, and the rating of the property itself. These
are mentioned in this order so as to lead up to the
property rating as that in which the architect is
most vitally interested.

To go back for a moment to the subject of the
mutual quality of the insurance, it becomes obvious
that, in order to be rated in the group which will
produce the greatest return of premiums to apply
on paying off the mortgage before maturity, the
borrower must have an excellent credit rating, the
characteristics of the mortgage must rate high, the
neighborhood must be well qualified, the house and
lot must be ideally fitted to the neighborhood and
must, in themselves, receive a very high rating.

1t is also obvious that the one rating which the
borrower can control is that of the house itself. An
otherwise high average can be decreased by a poorly
planned, poorly designed, poorly constructed house,
poorly placed on the lot and poorly designed as an
ensemble of house, accessory buildings and planting,
The reverse is equally true. A relatively low aver-
age in other respects can be raised by a well design-
ed, well planned, enduringly built house, which is
well placed on the lot and which, together with
accessory buildings and landscaping offers a well
designed ensemble.

Before going into detail concerning those mini-
mum requirements which are set forth in Circular
No. 2, known as the “Property Standards”, let us
consider design, or let us consider the house, but the
house itself is but a part of the ensemble which
comprises the property, and design considers first,
the ensemble, then its various parts.

We must seek, first, tp consider the property,
consisting of land, buildings, walks, drives and
landscaping as one co-ordinated unit. We must con-
sider its fitness to the neighborhood.

We may next consider the major feature of the
ensemble which is the house. At this point we may
differentiate between the “house” and the “home”.

Primarily the house, like all other buildings, is a
protective envelope whose function is to enclose a
process. In the case of the house, the process is that
of living. We may think of the house as a tool or
utensil with which we are to perform a job. Upon
the degree to which the house .performs its function
as a tool for living depends its architectural success.

You can live quite comfortably in a tent or a cave
or a one room shack, depending upon one's idea of
eomf_ort. As we progress upward on the scale, we
can imagine a large house, with a separate large
room for every function, well constructed, of durable
n}aten:als, with lots of light and adequate ventila-
tmn,l In every way complying with the minimum
requirements of the Property Standards, yet nothing
more, than “just a house”. It may have a satis.
factory heating plant, it may be insulated against
cold and against heat, it may be glazed with plate
glass and have woods imported from the four cor-
ners of the earth, but it is utterly devoid of that
spiritual quality, that permeating personality, that
subtle, intangible charm that makes it a place to
be loved, that gives it a new attractiveness each
day, that abstract character for which we have but
one term: Architecture.

This untangible but mnevertheless recognizable
quality Is enduring, It is gained, usually, by ex-
treme simplicity, by pleasing basie composition. It
1s nothing that can be applied like wallpaper. It
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cannot be gained by doing unusual stunts with
materials. It is basic. It is quite abstract, it cannot
be specified, it depends largely upon good propor-
tion. Whatever it is or is not, however it is acquired,
it is the quality that creates “‘appeal”, and “appeal”
is a quality which very definitely, has value.’

Since it has wvalue, it is definitely considered in
the architectural rating procedure of the Federal
Housing Administration. The presence of this ab-
stract quality will assist in producing a higher
rating.

If 1 may digress for a moment, I wish to com-
ment upon the need for improvement in design of
houses in our vicinity. One is astounded, in visiting
other cities outside of Michigan, to note the great
degree of progress in good taste in house design.
Detroit and Michigan architects and builders gener-
ally have a tremendous opportunity for improve-
ment. Today's designs are not one whit better than
those of several years ago. There is far too great
an effort made in straining to accomplish the
picturesque, resulting not only in a blatant effect
of garishness, but in added expense. The money
wasted might better be spent for better structural
quality and more enduring materials.

To receive a high rating which in turn will help
to group a property in the higher brackets so that
it will be the more likely to create a more favorable
return of insurance premiums, hence an earlier
period when the mortgage is automatically paid off,
it is necessary that the structure be strong, that the
materials be durable, that the cost of maintenance
and repair be minimized,

Houses which are well designed from the stand-
point of appearance and planning and which might,
therefore, seem at first glance to be worthy of a
high rating, may suffer in the final rating when
we discover that, in those features which are least
apparent they barely skin by the minimum require-
ments of the Property Standards.

Automatic Control
Is Essential—

Successful heating, ventilating, or air
conditioning depends upon automatic
coordination of all functions through
automatic control. Complete and cor-
rect application of automatic electric
control to every job, large or small, is
possible with the

MODUTROL SYSTEM

Minneapolis-Honeywell
Regulator Company

DETROIT FACTORY BRANCH
2847 Grand River Detroit, Michigan

RANDOLPH 6250

It would seem that, in the endeavor to save
enough money to pay for gadgets and picturesque
exterior, ves and interior effects, it has become the
habit to use barely adequate sizes of framing lum-
ber and to install unpainted sheet metal of so thin
a gauge as to be certain of early corrosion.

The FHA must rate these things as they are
presented. We cannot make any ratings conditional
upon receipt of an improved specification, Those
architects who design homes which are to be offered
as security for insured mortgages and those who
are connected with lending institutions are supposed
to know the minimum requirements as set forth in
the Property Standards and will do well to present
no applications for insurance on mortgage when
there are obvious violations.

President Ditchy called for a report of the auditors.
This report was unanimously accepted with thanks
to Treasurer Morison. Adjournment.

DINNER, SATURDAY EVENING

The evening informal stag dinner was well attend-
ed, with about 250 present. Music was furnished by
Del De:bridge and Ray Gorrell with singing by the
audience and solos by Tommy Evans and Miss John-
son.

President Ditchy introduced and asked the follow-
ing distinguished guests to rise: Raymond M. Foley,
Michigan Director F. H. A.; Sylvester J. Christie,
State manager H. O. L. C.; Edward G. Heckel,
Chairman, Better Housing, Committee F. H. A,;
Da-id Siegal, Vice-President, Associated Technical
Societies; C. William Palmer, President, Detroit
Cha~ter A. 1. A.; Lancelot Sukert, Chief Architectur-
al Supervisor F.H.A.; Alex Lynn Trout, President,
Construction League; Mason P. Rumney, President,
Builders’ & Traders’ Exchange of Detroit; Ted.
Hinchman, Vice-Chairman State Banking Commis-
sion, Smith Hinchman & Grylls; George B. Wal-
bridge, Advisory Couneil F. H. A.; Paul Marshall,
President, Producers’ Council; Frank Austin, Nation-
al Construction Code Authority; Max Ramm, Pres-
ident, City Planning Commission; Herman Ban-
brook, President, General Contractors; George D.
Mason, George D. Mason & Co.; Leight Hunt, Chair-
man, Publicity Committee, State Association of
Wisconsin Architects; Peter M. Hulsken, Lima,
Ohio.

Each received much applause.

President Ditchy then asked Prof. Emil Lorch,
director of the College of Architecture, University
of Michigan, to act as Toastmaster. Prof. Lorch
ealled unon Mr. Frank FEurich, Jr. to present to
Mr. Voorhees a sketch of Mr. Voorhees which the
M. S. A. wished him to have as a memento of
his visit to Detroit. Prof Lorch then very fittingly
and appropriately introduced Mr. Stephen Francis
Voorhees, speaker of the evening, who gave us an
interesting talk as follows:

UNIFICATION OF THE CONSTRUC-
TION INDUSTRY

A Talk Before the 21st Annual Convention of
the Michigan Society of Architects on
Saturday Eve.. March 16, 1935

By STEPHEN F. VOORHEES, F. A. L A.

For many years efforts have been made to bring
about a unification or integration of the construc-
tion industry. TFollowing the close of the World
War, these efforts became much intensified and
out of them grew such movements as the Building
Congresses, the American Construction Council and,
finally in 1931, the Construction League of the
United States. When the National Industrial Re-
covery Act was signed in June of 1933, a new im-
petus was given to these movements and the Con-
struction League, at a conference of its members on




August 1 of that year, decided to submit one code
for the industry as a whole. The members of the
Construction League are professional and trade
associations—there are no individual members. The
action taken, therefore, by the delegates of these
associations was representative of the entire indus-
try. The definition as first drawn and submitted
to NRA included not only the designers and con-
structors of the industry but also the producers and
distributors. The latter two classes were later
eliminated on the insistence of NRA officials and on
the ground® of expediency rather than logic. Since
the beginning of codification in August of 1933,
the unification of the industry has proceeded in
parallel with the code development, always with
the fundamental concept that successful code oper-
ation is dependent upon the support of the profes-
sional and trade associations and that they must be
continually strengthened. Hence a brief consider-
ation of the Construetion Industry Code from this
standpoint will indicate the progress in unification
during the past year and a half.

By integration I mean industry-thinking as well
as craft-thinking and the development of a state
of mind which sanctions group action for the gen-
eral welfare, as well as fair competitive individual
relations within the group. The National Industrial
Recovery Act declares the policy of Congress to be
among other purposes: “To provide for the general
welfare by promoting the organization of industry
for the purpose of co-operative action among trade
groups.” Provision for this purpose was made in
the general definition of the Industry and in the
definitions of the several chapters of the Code, in
the administrative structure and through the of-
ficial sponsorship by the national professional and
trade associations of the Industry—twenty-five of
them—each with representatives on the Construe-
tion Code Authority. The code definition of the
eonstruetion industry is as follows:

“The term ‘construction industry’ or ‘the
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industry’ as used herein shall include the
designing and the constructing of (and the
installing and the applying, including the
assembling at the site, of manufactured
parts and products incorporated in and to):

(a) Building structures, including modi-
fications thereof and fixed construction ae-
cessory thereto, intended for use as shelter;
and other

(b) Fixed structures and other fixed im-
provements and modifications thereof, in-
tended for use in industry, commerce, sani-
tation, transportation, communication, flood
control, power development, reclamation
and other similar projects or services.”

It is a fact that nationally the industry is mow
integrated, although not completely so. It was not
to be expected that complete unification could be
accomplished in the short space of a year; that this
great sprawling industry—reaching into every city,
town and hamlet, highly individualistic and histor-
ically craft-conscious—could be welded into a com-
pact industry-conscious unit in so short a time.
Nevertheless it is a fact that the representatives
of the national organizations of the industry are
thinking and acting in terms of the industry as a
whole, not only in the Construction Code Authority,
but also in the Divisional Code Authorities. Intern-
ally, more has been accomplished in the way of
unification than the most ardent proponent of the
Code had hoped for a year ago.

Externally, the construction industry has estab-
lished for itself a recognized place in American
industry. The Code Authorities, with the support
of NRA, have successfully turned back many pro-
posed encroachments by other industries on the le-
gitimate field of construction; for example, the at-
tempt to separate residential construction and to
combine it with another code. It has been able,
through integration, to prevent inclusion of con-
struction functions in manufacturing and producing
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codes. The Code Authority is now negotiating with
code authorities of other industries to establish
proper delineation of their respective functions.
Progress has been slow but recent decisions indicate
the acceptance, eventually, of the fundamental pre-
mise that conditions of competition must be equal
between members of the construction industry and
members of other industries who produce construc-
tion equipment or materials and install them in con-
struction work. While much remains to be done,
experience of this past year indicates a successful
continuation of this recognition of the industry and,
in general, the Code is adequate for the purpose.
While the national phase has made much progress,
the local phase of unification and integration has
been spotty. In some localities excellent work is
being done on an industry basis while in other
places there is either indifference or antagonism
among the various groups. Since last August a
committee of the Construction Code Authority has
been making a careful study of these conditions and
preparing a plan for local integration, the Code
Authority having recognized the fact that success-
ful operation of the Code must be based on effec-
tive local co-operation. Because of the importance
and difficulty of designing such a scheme, the Com-
mittee has retained two specialists in governmental
procedure in order to obtain an outside viewpoint
of the problem and the advantage of other exper-
jence in self-government. The plan in its various
stages of development has been approved from time
to time by the Code Authority and now it is pro-
posed to put it into effect in one of the larger con-
struction centers as an experiment, and also to offer
it for consideration by other communities. This
will be the major activity of the code authorities in
the matter of unification for the immediate future.
Under the direction of Professors Carpenter and
Childs of Princeton University, a survey has just
been completed of the professional and trade asso-
ciations and trade unions in the construction indus-

try now operating in the City of New York. It was
found that there are over two hundred such organi-
zations with obviously much overlapping and a very
complex ecriss-cross of inter-relationships. On the
basis of this survey, a plan is being designed for
use at some future date in effectuating local inte-
gration. For the present, the local representatives
of the Construction Code Authority will be estab-
lished by appointment but in the future the local
code bodies may be selected by the processes of local
suffrage.

Parallel with this local integration of code acti-
vities, the Construction League of the United States
has promoted the formation of State Construetion
Leagues. These State Leagues are composed of the
same groups as exist in the national Construetion
League, and are hence wider in their coverage than
the local code groups; that is, they include the pro-
ducers and the distributors, as well as the other
construction elements.

This is a very brief outline of the present status
of unification in the construction industry. I should
now like to take a few minutes to describe the plans
which are under way for the unification of the ar-
chitectural profession, quite independent of any
code effect. I believe that the other members of
the industry will find it profitable to know what
the architects are doing in this direction and per-
haps will suggest to them similar action in the other
major divisions of the Industry.

Interestingly enough, the architects inaugurated
a unification program for the profession at the San
Antonio Convention in 1931 simultaneously with the
initial steps in the formation of the Construction
League of the United States. I had the honor of
presiding at the session of the Convention which
considered this matter and at which a resolution
was adopted directing the Board of Directors of the
Institute to invite state societies to collaborate with
it and to formulate a plan whereby such societies
could be brought into direet unified relationship
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with the Institute, and further to present to the
next Convention the necessary recommendations to
achieve that result. At the 1932 Convention in
Washington the report and by-law provisions, as
recommended by the Board of Directors, were
adopted. The Michigan Society of Architects was
one of the first of the state bodies to be admitted
to the Institute under the new by-law and was repre-
sented at the 1934 Convention by voting delegates.
At this Convention a further step was taken in the
matter of unification by the adoption of a resolu-
tion authorizing the Board of Directors to appoint
a Committee to prepare a program for the unifica-
tion of the architectural profession. This Commit-
tee made its report in December, 1934, to the Exe-
cutive Committee which adopted the report and di-
rected that by-laws be prepared for submission to
the 1985 Convention. The report, somewhat brief,
is published in the February Octagon and the pro-
posed by-laws to give effect to the recommenda-
tions of the report will be published in the April
Octagon.

The plan of necessity is somewhat complex and
I think will be better understood by reading the
Octagon report than from a brief description which
I might be able to give in the short time available
tonight. Its purpose is to unite all the qualified
architects in the United States in order to promote
the aesthetic, scientific and practical efficiency of
the profession and to be in a position to act na-
tionally or by states and localities. With the in-
creasing activities of governmental bureaus in the
construction field and particularly in the profes-
sional parts of that field, it becomes more and
more necessary for the united profession to be in
a position to discuss with officials the proper rela-
tionships and to work out means for developing
them. Furthermore, the profession must be in a
position to meet the other elements of the construe-
tion industry and to act jointly with them as occa-
sion demands.

As an example of this unified action, I point to
an amendment which has been introduced into the
Work Relief Bill, known as Section 7, as follows:
“Wherever practicable in the carrying out of the
provisions of this joint resolution, full advantage
shall be taken of the facilities of private enterprise,”

The Construction League, with the support of its
member organizations, was responsible for this
amendment. Furthermore, the representatives of
the League have been keeping in constant contact
with the various members of the Administration ad-
vocating plans for applying this provision if and
when the appropriations are made available by the
enactment of the Work Relief Bill. A little over
a week ago this message was delivered personally
to the President of the United States by representa-
tives of the League and, as announced in the press
afterwards, a very satisfactory discussion lasting
over an hour took place. There are three commit-
tees of the League now developing programs for
the detailed application of this principle in use of
the facilities of private enterprise. One committee
made up of engineers and architects is working out
a proposed contractual relationship, another made
up of contractors is doing the same thing for their
branch of the industry, and a committee of pro-
ducers and distributors is at work on the problem
from their angle.

. Without unification such action would have been
impossible and the different groups of the industry
would be confronted, as they have in the past many
times, by an accomplished program in which they
had no opportunity to voice their opinions and needs.
Furthermore, by acting jointly group-selfishness is
counteracted and it is possible to give expression to
a proper concern for the general welfare. In New
York City several months ago, united action, through
a joint committee representative of the seven ar-
chitectural societies in the City, was able to present

a program to the City Housing Authority for the
selection of architects in private practice, thus fore-
stalling the establishment by the Authority of an
architectural bureau. This Co-ordinating Commit-
tee in New York is being called upon more and
more by the City Administration to give advice in
connection with architectural matters, in addition to
the Committee’s own initiation of action in the in-
terest of the profession and the general public.

I am sure that you must have in your own ex-
perience many examples of the same sort. It is
hardly necessary for me to emphasize this matter
of unification to your Society. My only excuse for
emphasizing a unification of the profession is be-
cause I am sure you are interested in knowing what
some other parts of the profession and the industry
are doing in this direction.

Looking to the future, I am inclined to the belief
that the efforts of the industry and of the profes-
sion will be directed toward the bureaus of govern-
ment rather than to the legislatures. There is_an
increasing tendency, not only in this country but
throughout the world, to throw more and more re-
sponsibility on the governmental executive. Some
experts in public affairs have been for a long time
advocating occupational representation in legislative
bodies and I go along with them, but as I see the
immediate future I am inclined to believe that our
industry could be more effective in contributing to
the public welfare as well as its own interest by
official representation on executive boards. Such
official representation can only come through uni-
fication, and only through united action ean such a
plan be made effective. For example, suppose the
Mayor of the City of New York were willing to ap-
point a man to an architectural position on the nom-
ination of the profession, who would do the nomin-
ating? Each one of the seven architectural socie-
ties in New York would have a right presumably
to nominate separately hut if these seven societies
are unified, then they could speak with one voice.
And I should like to see that voice an official voice,
and therein to my mind lies one of the great ad-
vantages of the codes. The Construction Code was
submitted by truly representative groups of the con-
struction industry and approved by the President
of the United States, thus giving the Code Author-
ity, established by the Code, an official standing.
Now, because the Construction Code Authority is
an official body, it is called upon by all the De-
partments of Government in Washington for advice
and information on construction matters and we are
not at all hesitant in volunteering advice at any
time, and we have no difficulty in obtaining the
necessary interviews to present our programs be-

cause we are an official body and speak for the
entire industry.

There are many men in the industry who have
told me, throughout the period during which we
have been working on the Codes and in their prepar-
ation, that they feared the loss of the individualism
which has been responsible for outstanding achieve-
ments in the field of construction. Now I person-
ally believe that fear is groundless. 1 think it is
not only possible but absolutely necessary that wn-
selfish individualism should be conserved and pro-
moted in connection with the integrated industry.
There is nothing in the Construction Code nor in
the plan for unification of the construction industry
nor in the program for the integration of the ar-
chitectural profession that restricts any man in the
expression of his individuality, with the one excep-

tion that he must do so without injury to his honest
competitors.

I am absolutely opposed to the regimentation of
the profession or of the industry and I know that
unification and regimentation are far from being
synonymous terms. Of course, there is g danger
whenever ]_arg.e groups of men are brought together
into organization that bureaucracy will develop, and
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that bureaucracy can produce just as much sterility
in private as it does in public affairs. The man of
strong individual opinions and courage, with a pro-
per regard for his conferers, is the only means for
counteracting the growth of such bureaucracy. One
of the greatest obstacles in the unification of the
construction industry is the vested interest of small
groups, both paid and unpaid, who control some
organizations.

I am sure that we of the architectural profession
must act collectively on those matters which affect
the profession as a whole and likewise we must
act collectively on architectural matters of public
welfare. And in the program for the unified pro-
fession a place must be made for the free expres-
sion of individual convictions so that the organiza-
tion may always be kept vigorous and not develop
the impotence of senility.

After Mr. Voorhees’ talk President Ditchy dis-
missed the meeting appropriately by thanking all
for the splendid cooperation received including the
Press, speakers, contractors, dealers, producers,
supply men, the hotel, guests and friends through-
out the building industry. He wished them all
continued success and pledged the cooperation of
the M. S. A.

And so, the 21st Annual Convention was brought
to a successful close.

Frank H. Wright, Secretary.

ARCHITECTS, MEMBERS AND GUESTS
REGISTERED AT THE MSA
21ST CONVENTION

Sam C. Allen, Roger Allen, Russell A. Allen,
Geo. J. Bachmann, August W. Balle, C. Kenneth
Bell, Albert M. Bielawski, Wells Bennett, Lee Black,
Kenneth C. Blaeck, M. R. Burrows, A. B. Channel,
Sylvester J.Christie, Andrew Chubb, Lyle S. Cole,
A. R. Cook, G. Frank Cordner, Norman H. Coughlan,
Clarence L. Cowles, Cyril F. Cox, Frank E. Cox,
C. A. Crowe, Frederick Crowther, William D. Cuth-
bert, George F. Diehl, J. Ivan Dise, Clair W. Ditchy,
Harold H. Ehlert, Adolph Eisen, Frank Eurich Jr.,
F.A. Fairbrother, Howard L. Farley, E.B. Fauquier,
Robert Finn, Raymond M. Foley, Barry L. Frost,
Cornelius L. T. Gabler, Branson V. Gamber; R. V.
Gay, R. S. Gerganoff, Hans Gehrke, Ernest Green-
berg, George J. Hass, Edw. G. Heckel, Theodore H.
Hinrhman, Harvey R. Hoffmaster, Alvin E. Harley,
L. J. Heenan, Talmage C. Hughes, Peter M. Hul-
shen, Leigh Hunt, Arthur K. Heyde, L. B. Jameson,
C. R. Jensen, John Kasurin, Paul Kasurin, Otto H.
Kavieff, Henry J. Keough, Hugh Keyes, Carl Kress-
bach, J. Krul, William H. Kuni, Adrian Nelson, Lan-
gius, Emil Lorch, Walter E. Lentz, Walter G. Pesta,
Jr., Pierre Lindhout, Claus D. Lundblad, Geo. M.
MecConkey, R. H. Marr, P. R. Marshall, W. V. Mar-
shall, George D. Mason, Robt. W. Mason, Harry L.
Mead, G. M. Merritt, J. Lawson Miller, David G.
Mitechell, John L. Mitchell, A. R. Morison, Max A.
Musch, Alfred D. Mitschke, R. C. Nagle, Shirley L.
Owens, C. Wm. Palmer, St. Clair Pardee, Walter
W. Pearl, Earl W. Pellerin, W. P. Rieden, D. Van
Reyendam. Mason P. Rumney, J. Leonard Rush,
Paul R. Sewell, David Siegal, Lewis W. Simpson,
W. J. Slavin, Kieth W. Smith, N. Chester Sorensen,
Joseph B. Stewart, Wm. B. Stratton, Lancelot
Sukert, L. P. Sumarkoff, G. Harold Thompson,
Alex Linn Trout, Charles Valentine, J. Vanden

Bogert, Stephen F. Voorhees, Gardiner C. Vose,

George B. Walbridge, Stanley A. Walker, Harry
F. Weeks, B. C. Wetzel, E. L. Williams, Barton D.
Wood, L. L. Woodworth, Frank H. Wright.

Lancelot Sukert, Chief State Architectural Super-
visor for the FHA (examining plans submitted for
Government insured mortgages)— “Well, if this is
home, where is third base?"
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C. H. Allin, Alfol Insulation Co. — W. T. Andrew
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M. W. Beatty, F. W. Dodge Corp. Al. Beaver,
Plastering Contr. — L. C. Becker, American Seating
Co.—F. 8. Bellaire, General Elec. Co.—E. J. Benson,
Marsh Wall Tile Co. — C. V. Berry, The Lith-I-Bar
Co. C. F. Beickell, Campbell Metal Window Corp.
— Rdwin Booth, Cook Paint & Varnish Co. — Rich-
ard Bragaw, Otis Elevator Co. — Arthur Brandt,
Mich. Contractor & Builder — H. A. Brouwer,
Lith-I-Bar — W. E. Budinger, F. W. Dodge Corp. —
Sam Burtman, Century Brick & Tile Co. — E. J.
Brunner, Builders & Traders Exchange — Henry H.
Burdick, Real Estate & Building — Thos. A. O'Brien,
John A. Mercier Brick Co. — J. M. Campbell, Camp-
bell-Weleh Ine. — W. G. Caswell, F. W. Dodge Corp.
— H. G. Colwell, Mitchell & Smith — J. F. Cootty,
Kurth-Hanson Inc. — W. A. Cory, Otis Elevator
Co. — George C. Cossaboom, Building Accessories
Co. — Jack Cronan; J. N. Cummings, Ironworkers
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Co. — Lawrence Dean, Kawneer Co. — Carl L.
Diegel, . W. Dodge Corp. — Thomas Di Lorenzo;
Fred D. Dunokin, American Seating Co. — Wm. D.
Dethridge, H. H. Robertson Co. — John Edgeworth,
Leh gh Stone Co., Vietor Dolitic Stone Co. — Arthur
C. Eikhoff, Fraser Spec. Mfg. Co. — H. J. Eitel,
Nelson Co. — E. B. Fauquier, Weekly Bulletin —
Claude W. Filer, John A. Mercier Brick Co. — J. T.
Frater; John H. Freeman, John H. Freeman Co. —
Frank B. Gallagher, Restrick Lumber Co. — Jack

Gamber, Revere Copper & Brass Ine. — E. J. Gar-
rett, F. W. Dodge Corp. — Avery C. Gilleo, United
States Gypsum Co. — L. S. Goodsell, United States
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Gypsum Co. — Darwin Gothro, Builders & Traders
Exchange — T. M. Grant, The Grant Floor Co. —
Rowland Guilford, Crane Co. — F. H. Hadsell, F. W.
Dodge Corp. — Roy J. Hard, Architectural Record
— Ed. Harrigan (Barton D. Wood Inc.) “Uni-Flo"
& “Binks” — Floyd H. Heineman, Floyd H. Heine-

man Co. — James C. Hemstreet; Larry A. Hume,
Peerless Cement Corp. — G. Jacobs, Ludowici Cela-
don Co. — H. L. Jennnigs, Certainteed Products
Corp. — C. L. Jenks, Detroit Steel Products —

Albin Johnson, Stafford-Johnson Co. -- Edwin
Krieghoff, Krieghoff Co. — W. F. Lancaster, F. W.
Dodge Corp. — E. L. Leavenworth, Christa Batchel-
der Marble Co. — W. O. LeSage, Rolscreen Co. —
J. C. Little, Cooper-Little Co. — J. J. Lovett, Floyd
H. Heineman Co. — Ed. Lyon, Kohler Co. — Ray T.
Lyons Co., Alfol Insulation Co. — H. A, Hamlin,
Johnston Service Co. — Ralph A. MacMullan, Gen-
eral Builders Association — C. R. Bob MeClellan,
Lehigh Stone Co. John L. McGarregle, Builders
& Traders Exchange — A. Stanley McGaughan,
McGaughan & Ranson — 0. G. McMann, Murray W.
Sales & Co. — D. J. MeMullan, Standard San, Mfg.
Co. — Andrew R. Maglia, Barnet-Phillips Co. —
James J. Marion, Detroit Steel Products — Henry
M. Martens, Henry M. Martens Co. — P. R. Mar-

shall,, Aluminum Co. of America — Henry Mason,
John A. Mercier Brick Co.— E, I. Matsen — Hubert
I'. Meier, Meier Cut Stone — Joseph A. Meier,

Meier Cut Stone — Vincent A. Meier, Meier Cut
Stone — R. K. Milward, U. S. Radiator Corp. —
R. C. Mertz, Mich. Contractor — H. H. Miller,
Masonite Corporation — A. E. Morse, Mitchell &
Smith — Thomas W. Murphy, U. S. Gypsum Co. —
T. W. Murray, Huron Portland Cement Co. — H. S\
Nichols, The Nichols Floor & Tile Co. — W. E.
Nichols, H. H. Robertson Co. — Frank O'Neil,
Kohlis Co. — 0. E. Noftsinger, Det, Eng. & Design
Service Inec. A. L. Oppenheimer, Richmond Fire-
proof Door Co. — Chas L. Parham, Mitchell &
smith — F. R. Patterson, Patterson Engr. Co. —
C. L. Pease, W. T. Andrew Co. — Harold Redfield;
Thomas Reed, United States Gypsum Co. — Edgar
G. Reindel, E. G. Reindel & Co. — Wm. C. Restrick,
Restrick Lumber Co. — Leo P. Richardson, W. E.
Wood Co. — R. B. Richardson, Spencer Turbine Co.
— Robbie Robinson, Robbie Robinson Co. — W. €.
Rohrmoser, W. C. Rohrmoser Co. — Guilford H.
Rothfuss, Mich. Roads & Construction — Horace
Rose, Crane Co. — Mason P. Rumney, Detroit Steel
Products Co. — Norman P. Sanborn, U. S, Gypsum
Co. — Wm. Schumacher, Armoured Floor Corp. —
Wm. F. Seeley, Western Wpfe. Co. — F. C. Solms,
Frederic B. Stevens Inec. — H. C. Sperlich, Crane
Ea, R. L. Spitzley, R. L. Spitzley Heating Co. —
Joe Stewart, Republic Brass Co. — W. O. Stewart,
Erie H. Hyde — 1.. G. Stoops, Mitchell & Smith —
L. P. Sumarkoff, Minneapolis Honewell Regulator
Co. — J. E. Sweeney; Theron Tayler, Tayler Lime
Products Co. — Albert P. Teatzel, Teatzel Co. —
F. Thacher, C. W. Kotcher Lumber Co. — Ed. Thal,
Detroit Building Trades — Walter Torbet, Detroit
Steel Products Co. — V. E. Vallet, Giffels & Vallet
Ine. — Geo W. Van Cleave, American Terra Cotta
Co. — Edw. F. Wallich, Lallich Lumber Co, — T. R.
Wareham, Toledo Plate & Window Glass — Arthur

Wayne, Detroit Mantel & Tile Co. — Merle C.
Weaver; Fred C. Weinert, Chamberlin  Metal
Weatherstrip Co. — John F. Wenzel, Wenzel
Floors Co. — R. B. West, Mitchell & Smith —
Clarence C. Wexelberg, Briggs Mfg. Co. — Barton
D. Wood (Barton D. Wood Inc) “Uni-Flo” &
“Binks”.

But you know I make a lot of calls and as Bill
Corey says, some are social and some professional
(for HOLC), and in practically every home I find
the Bulletin. It's getting to be as bad as the De-
troit Shoplifting News.

HOME LOANING
By G. Frank Cordner, A. I. A.

Uncle Sam is a benevolent relative in these days
of searcity and many of we mortals can thank him
tor a lot of broadening education that never other-
wise might have been granted us. Inspecting sev-
eral hundred dwelling of divers sorts for the Home
Owners’ Loan Corporation has given me some last-
ing impressions that may or may not be worth the
teliing. It all depends.

Take the people for instance. I liked to call on
the Italians. Somehow they always seemed to have
a cellar full of wine kegs and some may have had
some humid contents of which the owner was so
proud that he might insist on demonstrating to the
caller. I had meant, at one time, to shanghai Wirt
Rowland into the work as a rodman, or somethin’,
but, on second thought, decided otherwise on grounds
of caution. The Italian women and children were
the best-lookers of all the foreign-born and were in-
variably cordial. And such smiles, such teeth, such
complexions!

And the dogs. I have held intimate conversations
with collies, German shepherds, spitzes (the only
all-around crab among dogs), terriers of every de-
scription and many beyond description, bulls, Park
Avenue blood-hounds, scotties (the little devils),
mongrels, curs, purps, pups, and pips. And I love
‘em all. 1 remember one belonging to a well-to-do
family, weighing but one pound, five ounces, and
it was the tiniest Pom I have ever seen. I have
visited with clean dogs and dirty dogs, friendly ones
and those not so cordial byt eventually won over,
with wooly ones and mangy ones but, regardless of
description, every one of them loved by somebody,
that is, someone besides myself. I am about to pe-
tition the Federal Government to institute a nation-
wide dog survey to bring out the dirt on dogs. 1
would, of course, become the directing head, or tail,
as the case might be. Everything and everybody
else is being surveyed, why leave out man’s best
friend? Millions of under-privileged dogs still live
in sub-standard kennels. This wrong must be
righted if this nation is to progress.

‘I'his Home Loan repair business has been a great
thing for producers of paint, asphalt shingles, sheet
metal gutters and conductors and porch steps.
(“Make all necessary repairs to front porch, steps,
railing, ete.”). .Curse the manufacturer of those
vividly green asphalt shingles; they knock out both
one’s eyes whenever one goes anywhere in this city.
Apparently the case was, “Oh, yes, you may have
any color shingle you like provided it’s green.”! And
SO 1t goes. hiave you a roof? Get green and get
nutsy-wutsy. This work has also cast its benevolent
shadow on the makers of conerete blocks to be used
in replacing rotted cedar posts under millions of
houses built without basements in the long ago.
“On the level” is a saying that must have originated
with a Home Loan Inspector cussing out a contrac-
tor replacing posts and trying te jack up the old
manse to heights from which it fell many years ago.

It has been great fun learning to pronounce names
such as Czysz, Guido, Trupiano, Smith, Szandomier-
ski, Remisiewicz, Dziurlikowski, Zaffarano, et al.
Time and again the young daughter has to be called
in to interpret the word of the august agent of Uncle
Sam to the worried looking mother who appears to
be resigned to signing for the eighty-seventh time,
her mark on an official looking document.

I found to my regret that all the talk about jerry-
building is not very much exaggerated either., I
recall in particular visiting the home of a widow
working hard to keep her home and family. The
repairs needed to put her house in only reasonably
good condition were beyond polite conversation to
express. Many other houses were so old that it
seemed very wasteful to put any funds into re-
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pairs at all and once started, it was difficult to .

know where to stop. Detroit needs a good demoli-
tion urge to remove these countless structures.

In all my meanderings but two homes stood out
as belonging to families having any sense of esth-
etic understanding. One was the home of a Danish
family in a suburb north of the city and the other
was that of two single women, one of whom was a
teacher, the other a probation officer. Here, I might
possibly have been influenced by several consider-
ations, one of which might have been a very frisky
and friendly wire-haired fox terrier who knew how
to close a door when he was ordered which is more
than most kids of my acquaintance know. There
was also a rather nice looking maid to supplement
the other artistic embellishments. I hope these two
menages get swell jobs on their repairs.

Dear brothers in the great and nubble profession,
please be guided by these choice observations; that
all the masonry porches, absolutely every one I saw,
was falling off its house because of lack of suitable
foundations and the practice of placing concrete
terrace floors on fill; that crock pipes at the bases
of conduetors invariably are kicked into splinters by
irate coal men and others for being in the way
with the resulting filling up of the crock with sun-
dry coal, top soil, ete.; that many old houses within
the Grand Boulevard section still have no inside
toilets (and Home Loan policy says they are not
“necessary repairs”); that if you desire a swell Eng-
lish sag to your roofs, install 2"x4" rafters on 20’
to 22’ spans and then if you desire still more eng-
lish, specify a 2"x8” valley rafter, 22’ long, with a
5” knot on the tension side which produces a grand
erack and lets the roof down at least until papa
puts a broom handle under it to keep the roof out
of the cellar on wash day as it gets in Mamma's
way.

Antique effects are obtained also by using uncured
concrete blocks in the basement so that there will
be lovely vertical eracks the full height of the wall.
This has an additional practical advantage when
the Spring thaw comes as it relieves the hollow
wall of its excess water and thereby prevents it
tumbling over into the basement, from sheer weight.
Another point is to be sure to ecall for non-ringing
door-bells; you know, it's like the AAA policy of
stimulating the Not-raising-hog Business into which
our bucolic brothers have recently gone so heavily.
And so have our editors and funny men, like Rod
Allen, only he has given it another twist, the busi-
ness, not the hog. He has gone into the Not-draw-
ing-plan business and is paid to do that by a news-
paper owner. How’m ah doin’, Rod? Does your
owner need any more hired men?

When building for the Detroit market, I would
strongly recommend building concrete driveways
not over 3/4” thick as they will more quickly pro-
duce the much desired garden stepping-stone effect,
only better, and of course, don't allow for any con-
traction and expansion. It is well, too, to use only
flat grain strawberry box shingles as they will
turn up much faster and, by all means, nail down
only every third or fourth one with a didy pin if
you wish the superultra flavor to your ensembull.

Lastly, but not leastly, in the matter of archi-
teqtural design, I think most of the places were
built in the Reign of Terror style. Few houses had
benefit of architectural clergy. Maybe they would
have been worse; who knows? Later dwellings,
particularly the recent flats; show some compre-
hension of sensible planning but most do not. From
the ~construction standpoint, those of the Middle
Victorian period were probably the best built and
the worst in design; it was the “Modern” of that
day. Usually the brick and stone masonry was of
a superb quality long since departed in home con-
strl{ction. Their planning, while it may have fitted
their day and age, is to our 1935 criteria, very
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wasteful, and most of them because of that fact
have had to be converted into multi-family dwellings.

The high standards of planning, desjgn and con-
struetion established by the recently created Federal
Housing Administration for dwellings and small
flats will, if applicants are numerous enough, have
a very salutary effect in eliminating many past
abuses in our industry and gradually will tend to
raise the standards of practice. The exploititive
era is over. - We have entered the day when real
property will be regarded as an investment and not
as something with which to speculate for a quick
turn-over. ‘Let the buyer beware” is an ancient
axiom but its sphere is about to be severely limited.

Reader, did you know that the canine population
of this state is unbalanced? That there are no dogs
up North? No, vou didn’t. But I study population
trends and I know. When they cut down all the
trees up North, all the dogs came down to Detroit.
Now, there ain’t enough trees to go around here, so
I have founded the Bona Fido Concrete Tree Corp.,
Ltd.; common stock is now ready (adv.). This is
the new industry, long looked for, that will bring
us out of the depression.

BIRTHDAYS OF FAMOUS ARCHITECTS
AND A FEW OF THEIR FRIENDS

as gathered in the autograph books
of our secretary, Frank H. Wright

Jan. 3—Milton W. Pettibone
* 5 C. Grant La Farge
" 6—Fred C. O'Dell
» 11—Edgar Rollin Kimball
” 16—Wm, B. Stratton
" 17—John M. Donaldson
”  19—R. S. Gerganoff
» 22 _Paul Tilds
" 23— Walter Maul
" 94 Harold S. Ellington
v 97 David H. Williams, Jr.
" 29 A, W, Balle
” 30—leo M. Bower
Feb. 2—Alex L. Trout
" §—Edward M. Walker
" 7—Henry F. Stanton
" 8 Richard P. Raseman
" 16—W. E. N. Hunter
» 20—Ernest J. Dellar
" 21—FErnest H. Trysell
Mar. 3—Andrew Clubb
" h—Louis Kahn
» g H.J. Maxwell Grylls
» 10—Alvin E. Harley
" 10—Carl E. Macomber
" 11—Louis Kamper
" 13—L. R. Bennett
" 14—P. R, Peirera
” 15—Mary Chase Stratton
" 16—Harry F. Weeks
" 18—Adolph Eisen
"  18—Bernard C. Wetzel
" 21—John B. Gay
* 21—Albert Kahn
m 27—J. L. Miller
" 928 J. H. Gus Steffens
» 29 George W. Graves
" 30—Robert B. Frantz
Apr. 2—Frederick D. Madison
" 7 W, G. Malcomson
» 8 Frank Henry Wright
" 8 M. R. Burrows
" 10—G, Frank Cordner
» 12— Clair W. Ditchy
? 15—Wm. D. Cuthbert
" 15—Ralph Calder
1=, A. O0'Dell
» 18—Wm. H. Kuni
» 21_Herbert D. Schmitz
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25—George Page
26—Harry L. White
27—Carl Kressback

May 2—J. Philip McDonnell

"
"
1"

”

5—George F, Diehl
5—Paul Kasurin
8—Hugh T. Keyes
15—Andrew R. Morison
17—Ted Rogvoy
21—George Singers

23—J. Ivan Dise

i1
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27—Austin Howe
31—James Spence

June 1—Ely Jacques Kahn

July

1]

"

6—Ernest Wilby
8—Frank Lloyd Wright
14—H. F. Swanson
15—R. Deigert
19—Arthur K, Hyde
22—Frederick Crowther
26—R. B. Pierce
30—C. Wm. Palmer
4—George D. Mason
T—Jos. G. Gwizdowski
10—Frank Eurich, Jr.
11—F. Orla Varney
12-—Alex Thorhm
14—John C. Stahl
18—Frederick Strauss
18—William U. Kaeser
21—Emil Lorch
26—R. B. Merrick
28—Robert O. Derrick
28—FEarl W. Pellerin
29-—R. E. Raseman
30—Albert C, MeDonald
1—L. J. Heenan
3—H. L. Bonnah
11—Fred L. Smith
15—Walter E. Lentz
18—Lancelot Sukert
19—Branson V. Gambher
20—W. E. Kapp
20—Elin Faarim
21—Alex V. Laptaff
22—Andrew R. Cook
23—Ross Van Metyhe
29—Richard Marr
25—George J. Haas

Sent. 2-— Chester Sorensen

3—Roger Baily
4—Thomas W. Moss
5—Bart Wood

6—F. W. Howell
11—Al Frank Herman
11—Andrew R. Lindsay
13—Henry Kohner
14—Lewis W, Simpson
2]1—Peter M. Hulsken
24—George Booth
26—Alger W. Luckham
30—L. Marnus

2—C. Kenneth Bell
11—Howard Simons
13—Charlie Morgan
20—Clarence L. Cowles
21—Don W. Hunter
21—M. R. Williams
29—-Charles T. Olmstead
31-—Harold H. Ehlert
7—E. A. Schilling
M—F. A. Fairbrother
11—Alex G. Donaldson
11-—-E. S. Bowd

15—F.. M. Smith
17—Talmage C. Hughes
27—John C. Thornton
27—Norman W. Krecke
1—Wirt C. Rowland
7—Herb Wenzell
14—0. J. Munson

18 —Harry C. Stevens
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19—Cornelius L. T. Gabler
" 256—Robert Finn

" 30—Ralph D. VerValin

" 381—Jean Hebrard

NATIONAL ESSAY COMPETITION ON THE
SUBJECT “HOME”
(Continued from Page 2)

Oral contests will be given before public audiences,
at which outstanding citizens, prominent in eivie,
welfare and educational affairs, and experts in
housing and industry, will serve as judges.

We, the undersign, have organized ourselves as a
Committee to invite your participation in this tre-
mendous and beneficial concentration upon- Better
Housing—through having Industry establish an
award fund for the winners of the contest. Con-
tests will be held first in the school and then in
the district or community. Semi-finals will take
place in each State and the finals in Washington.

There are to be District, State and National
Awards, and in every contest—elimination semi-
finals and finals—there will be TWO winners—a
boy and a girl—thus insuring a discussion of HOME
from every angle.

It is our thought that Industry, interested in pro-
moting the Better Housing Program, should be in-
vited to contribute $2.00 to this award fund. All
contribution checks should be made out to “Indus-
tries Award Committee, Radio Essay Contest” and
mailed to Mr. Robert V. Fleming, President, Riggs
National Bank, Washington, D. C., who has kindly
consented to aet as treasurer of the Industries
Award Committee.

National announcement of the awards for the City,
State and National Boy and Girl winners is very
important and can only be determined when all con-
tributions have been received. Therefore, it is im-
portant that your check be mailed today, attached
to the enclosed card.

INDUSTRIES AWARD COMMITTEE

This clever little “electric eye”
knows all about good and bad lighting

If you are ever in doubt about the quality
of lighting in a building—whether it is good
or bad or indifferent—here is a little instru-
ment that will quickly help you to find out.
The Sight Meter is a sensitive “electric eye”
that measures light with extreme accuracy.
It tells you exactly how much light is present
at any place in a room. In any well-planned
building today, good lighting is an important
factor, and the Sight Meter will help vyou
determine whether you have adequate light,
regardless of the kind of fixtures used. You
are invited to use a Sight Meter at any time,
without charge or obligation. Call Randolph
6800 and ask for the Lighting Division.

There are no substitutes for the services of an evesight

specialist. but preper liohting helps to protect eyes,
good and bad, young and old.

THE DETROIT EDISON COMPANY




More Work

On the Boards---

Your Uncle Sam is forcing the issue—the FHA is creating business for

architects. This, of course, is followed by business for the lumber,

hardware, brick and cement dealers and manufacturers. But, why go

on. It makes business for the paint and varnish maker too. That’s

where we come in.

Seveniy-seven years and several depressions, panics, etc., are back of

ns. Today, we are in better shape than ever to serve you. Can we

help vou?

ERRY BROTHERS

Vvarnishes Enamels & Lacquers
Detroit, Mich. Walkerville, Ont.
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Nelson Company

aANnnounces

the addition of “BERTOSSA", a new warm air
heating and air conditioning unit to their com-
plete lines of plumbing and heating supplies.

“THE BERTOSSA”

supplies pure, clean, and healthful conditioned
air for winter or summer.

Economical and automatic in operation, sizes
to fit every job, suitable for any kind of fuel.

Nelson Company

2604 Fourth Avenue
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

332 E. Lincoln Ave. 4888 Lakepoint Ave 637 S. Main St
. Royal Oak, Mich Dectroit, Mich Ann Arbor, Mich.

Wny Not!

Give Your Client
Complete Satisfaction?

Economy
and Luxury
Assured
with the

Showing how the G-E G E

Oil Furnace traps OIL

heat, makes it pass
FURNACE

three times over heat-
absorbing surfaces.

GENERAL @@ ELECTRIC

Air Conditioning Corporation
6150 Second Blvd. MAdison 1450
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WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN AND WHY

The business of news paper editing and reporting was brought to the architects
and building profession last Thursday night when Malcolm Bingay, Editorial Director
of the Detroit Free Press spoke at the 50th anniversary of the Builders’ and Traders’

Exchange.

We will leave a lot of the who and what to Ed
Brunner, dubbed the best secretary who ever came
to Detroit. Ed tells you about the personnel of the
meeting on his page in this issue.

Mason P. Rumney, president of the Exchange
presided and introduced Mr. Edwin Krieghoff as
toastmaster. He used a hammer which was used
66 years ago to chisel brick in building the City
Hall of Detroit. The toastmaster introduced Mr.
Albert A. Albrecht, who was one of the first direc-
tors of the Exchange.

The speaker traced the building permits in De-
troit from 1933 when they were $3,000,000 to the

Architects’ Luncheon

32nd Floor, Union Guardian Building
Private Dining Room
Southwest Vista
Tuesday, April 16th, 12:30 p. m.

present when he stated that 64,000,000 had been
pledged yesterday at a luncheon in honor of Mr.
James A. Moffett, Federal Housing Administrator.
This did not include residential work or housing,
he stated.

Mr. Krieghoff stated that fifty years ago there
were three architectural firms in Detroit ten vears
old. They were the firms of Mason and Rice, now
George D. Mason & Co.: Donaldson & Meier, and
Malcomson and Higginbotham. These firms are
still doing business here as leading firms.

There was one firm which he mentioned, that of
Smith Hinchman and Grylls, represented by Mr.
H. J. Maxwell Grylls at this meeting. Mr. Grylls,
he stated had been engaged in the profession in
Detroit for 52 years.

Mr. Grylls made a most touching speech in which
he stated that he had learned much from his friends
the builders and had further enjoyed their friend-
ship.

Ed Brunner, Secretary of the Exchange, drew a
comparison between too close to the down-town
towers to see them and being too close to our prob-
lems to see just what is going on. He stated that
such meetings as these were for the benefit of the

entire building industry, to enable all of us to see
the way out.

The toastmaster introduced Mr. Malcolm Bingay,
that master builder and Architect of the Column in
the Detroit Free Press called The Pelucid Pillar.
Mr. Bingay gave the best brief on why Detroit is
not a mush room town, all washed up, that we have
ever heard. We hove to publish his speech in full
in a future issue of the Bulletin, it's good for the
soul.

SPECIAL NOTICE
To All Architects

You are cordially invited to attend a Past
Presidents’ Dinner at the

Intercollegiate Alumni Club
13th Floor Penobscot Bldg.
Wednesday, April 17th
Dinner at 6:30 P. M.—$1.00

SPUR HOUSING IN HAMTRAMCK

Committee Members Prepare Program; Easter
Parade Is Scheduled

With the organization of a committee which is
lo sponsor its better housing campaign perfected,
Hamtramek has now entered the group of Michigan
cities co-operating with the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration to place before their citizens the op-
portunities offered them by the National Housing
Act.

The program on which the Hamtramck committee
is working contains three points:

1. A dilapidated home located at 8631 Joseph
Campau avenue is to be remodeled according to
designs submitted by L. B. Jameson, architect, to
demonstrated what modernization can do.

2. A house-to-house canvass is to be started at
once to familiarize property owners with the long-
term credit plan of the FHA.

3. An Easter parade is to be held April 23, in
which the better housing program will be featured.
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BUILDERS A

ND TRADERS EXCHANGE OF DETROIT

Mason P. Rumney, President: H. Eugene Webb, Vice-President: Albert Seever, Vice-President: Claude Filer, Treasurer; Edwin J. Brunner, Secretary.

Directors:—Gage Cooper, Herman Banbrook, Leo Rowley, Edward Leavenworth, Walter Trowell

| 439 Penebscot Bldp., RAndelph 5500

An Institution

The construction industry of Detroit paid its
tribute Thursday, April 11 to an instution. This
institution may be described briefly as a continuous
chain of group interest subscribed to by men for
fifty years—a bond of common interest—The Build-
ers’ and Traders’ Exchange of the City of Detroit,
organized in 1885 and incorporated by special act
of the Michigan Legislature in 1891.

The industry paid its tribute in the form of a
banquet, the attendance to which filled not only
the main banquet hall of the Detroit Leland, but
which filled two equally big rooms and then over-
flowed into the cocktail lounge and into several
parties served privately. When it came time for
the speeches, the main hall seated as an auditorium
was packed and beyond the “standing room only.”

Time at the banquet did not permit reading all
the telegrams and letters of regret, and space does
not permit it here. Those for speakers table were
from Frank Fitzgerald, Governor of Michigan;
Frank Couzens, Mayor of Detroit; W. Frank Austin
member of the national Construction Code Author-
ity; George Mason, architect whose letter about
the founding of the Exchange will find a place in
this magazine soon; and John L. Austin and Chas.
L. Bachelder the two ex-presidents who head the
roll of living ex-presidents in point of early office.

At the sneakers table were Paul Marshall, pres-
jdent of the Producers’ Council; Heinrich Pickert,
nolice commissioner of Detroit; Claire Ditchy, pres-
ident of the Michigan Society of Architects: Laun-
celot Sukert, architectural director of Michigan F.
H. A.; Joseph Wolff, commissioner of buildings
and safety engineering; George Thompson, budget
director of the State of Michigan; Murray Van
Wagoner, state highway commissioner; Mason P.
Rumney, president of the Builders’ and Traders’
Exchange: Malecolm Bingay, editorial director of
the Free Press: Edwin Krieghoff; Albert Albrecht:
1, Maxwell Grylls; George Walbridge, chairman of
Michigan Industries: Lawrence Lenhardt, commis-
sioner of public works; E. J. Brunner, secretary of
the Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange; C. William
Palmer, president of the Detroit Chapter of the
A. I. A.; and Harvey Campbell, vice president of
the Detroit Board of Commerce.

Among others called upon and present were:
Harry Holland one of the five surviving signers of
the first membership roll. Mr. Holland broucht with
him a brick hammer used on the City Hall during
the four years of its construction 1869-1873. Pres-

Edited by E. 1. Brunner I
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ident Rumney used this as a gavel; Chester Culver,
executive director of the Employers’ Association;
Al Wallich, president Detroit Water Board; Frank
Fleming, construection supt. of the H.O.L.C.; L. H.
Hoffman district director of Housing; Dr. Emil
Lorch, dean of architecture, University of Michigan;
Dr. Emil Rossinger of the Detroit News; H. A.
O’Dell, Works Committee, State Planning Commis-
sion; the following ex-presidents of the Exchange
who were present; Henry Otis, Jesse D. Stoddard,
Charles Clippert, George R. Cooke, John Haggarty,
E. M. Harrigan, Clyde Crane, Frederick Solms,
Albert Aldinger Sr, John Busby, George Auch,
Ferd Korneffel, Dr. Julius Clippert, Edward Horn-
ing; and the folowing ex-secretaries: Charles
Bowen, Elton Haseall, and L. K. Mahon; and the
following officers and directors: H. Eugene Webb,
vice president of the Builders' and Traders’ Ex-
change; Albert Beaver, vice president; Claude Filer,
treasurer; Gage Cooper, director; Walter Trowell,
director; William F. Seeley, chairman for the build-
ers of the Architects and Builders’ and Traders’
Joint Golf Outings.

The following firms reserved and filled tables
of ten; (not any special order to this list) General
Electric Company; Detroit Testing Laboratory;
Western Waterproofing Company; Detroit Lumber
Company; Detroit Steel Products Company; Krieg-
hoff Company; Albert Beever Company; Kullen
Fuel and Supply Company; Belden Stark Brick
Company; Restrick Lumber Company; Clippert
Brick Company; American Lumber Company; Hurd
Lumber Company; Otto Misch Company; Wire and
Iron Products Company; O. W. Burke Company;
Detroit Ornamental Wire, Bronze, and Wire Club;
W. E. Wood Company; Huron Portland Cement
Commnany; Bryant Detweiler Company; R. C. Mahon
Company; Contracting Plasterers’ Association;
Electrical Contractors Association; Roofing and
Sheet Metal Contractors Association; Aluminum
Company of America; Producers Council; Walbridge
Aldinger Company.

The Entertainment Committee of the Exchange;
Albert Beever: Bill Seeley: Walter Trowell; N.
Rivard; Fred Sumner; and the Banquet Committe;
Edwin Krieghoff, Charles Clippert, Henry Otis,
Jesse Stoddard, Claude Filer; the board of directors,
and the following floor commitee which besides
men whose names already have been mentioned
consisted of Al Saunders: Jim Hemstreet, C. Of-
fenstein; W. C. Restrick, Earl Hurd, Thomas Mur-
ray, A. B. Johnson, and Carl Dambrun.

CLASSIFIED BUILDING TRADES

General Contractors

GEORGE W. AUCH CO0.—36848 Mt. Elliott,
PlLaza 1130.

HENRY M. MARTENS C0.—2111 Woodward Ave.
CAdillac 7932

TROWELL CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. — 4249
Cortland. HOgarth 7300.

Rugs and Carpets

BERRY RUG COMPANY~1250 Libsary Ave,
CAdillac 9347,

Lumber and Millwork

IFETROIT LUMBER CO.—Maln Office: 5601
W Jefferson. Vinewood 1-2080.

GRACE HARBOR LUMBER CO.—Four Yards.
Hogarth 4913

HURD LUMBER C0.—6425 W. Vernor High-
way. Vinewood 1-4129.
MANISTIQUE LUMBER CO.—14811
Road. HOgarth 5110

RESTRICK LUMBER (O —1000 West Grand
Blvd. [L.Afayette 0500.

F. M. SIBLEY LUMBER CO.—§460 Kercheval
Ave. Flizroy 5100.

WALLICH LUMEER CO.—374l St. Aubin Ave
TEmple 2-6660.

Meyers

Plumbing, Heating and Ventilating

E B. REID—8817 Mack Ave., Plaza 2537,

Asbestos NU-WAY Insulation

0. STANLEY MORGAN. Manufacturer, Detroit.

Ironite Waterproofing and
Resto-Crete

WESTERN WATERPROOFING CO.—41¢ Murpht
Bide.. CAdillac 5846
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The President of the Detroit Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects, Mr. C. William
Palmer, is on a committee to judge bird houses
designed and constructed by craftsmen in the De-
troit high schools. He would probably be interested
in knowing of the first fire-proof bird house ever
built by birds.

FIRST FIREPROOF BIRD'S NEST

A news item frem a Southern ecity stated that
“the first fireproof bird’s nest ever seen in this
country, so far as is known, was discovered the
other day on the roof of a hotel. The nest was
constructed entirely of small pieces of wire and
there was not a twig or a piece of string in it.”

One would almost think that the birds that built
this nest had heard of the recommendations of the
National Board of Fire Underwriters, which advo-
cates fire-resistive construction as a primary means
of reducing the great toll in life and property taken
by fire each year. We will always have fires—but
improved construction standards can do much to
mitigate the damage done.

Dwelling houses of frame construction offer an
invitation to fire, as the hollow walls permit flames
to spread throughout the entire structure. Even
such buildings can be made fire-resistive to an
extent by means of comparatively simple precau-
tions. Many fires start in cellars and soon com-
municate with the entire house. This can he pre-
vented by a ceiling in the cellar of cement plaster
on metal lath, extending across from foundation
to foundation. The door at the head of the stairs
should be of sufficiently heavy construction to re-

sist flames for some time. Additional precautions
are fire stops in walls at each floor level and fire-
resistive roofing

Larger buildings, such as factories, warehouses,
office buildings ana those housing mercantile estab-
lishments, should be constructed of as neariy as
possible fireproof materials. It is highly import-
ant that all vertical openings such as elevator and
dumbwaiter shafts and stairways be entirely en-
closed. Any doors into them should be of the self-
closing type. A means of automatically ventilating
such shafts at the roof should be provided.

The first fireproof bird’s nest was news—it will
be bigger news when a town or city can report
that all of its huildings are of fire-resistive con-
struetion.
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O. W. BURKE COMPANY
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

FISHER BUILDING
Detroit, Michigan
MADISON 0810

AIR CONDITIONING
FORCED AIR HEATING
VENTILATING CONTRACTORS

Call Our Estimator Free

M. DEN BRAVEN & CO.
GArfield 3600 9080 Alpine
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CHINESE FIND NEW WAY TO
GET RICH

Out of Ming Kwang has come a strange story
of retribution that smacks of legend. According to
the story, Chang, a farmer, was hepelessly in debt.
So he and his wife decided to hold a “banquet of
death” and commit suicide.

Chang’s wife killed and cooked a chicken in ar-
senic. As they were about to sit down to eat their
farewell meal, bandits appeared at the gates of
their farm. Frightened, they hid.

When the bandits entered they were overjoyed to
find a feast prepared. They sat down and boister-
ously ate the whole of the chicken and drank all
the wine.

Suddenly—just as the last morsel of the grim
meal had been consumed—one of them, writhing in
pain, fell down dead. One by one the whole 13 col-
lapsed, groaning in agony.

Soon all the bandits were stretched dead on the
floor. Chang and his wife came out of hiding. They
searched the bandits and found $600.

The police decided that the money belongs to
Chang, so his financial troubles are now over, the
story goes,

UNIVERSITY 1-3878 ELMHURST 63868

The Insulation Contracting Co.
ATTIC SPECIALISTS

ALL FORMS OF INSULATION
A. G. GRAFF, Sales Mgr.

2929 W. Six Mile Road Detroit

“Ctandard”

» PLUMBING FIXTURES

“Most Modern Complete Display Rooms
in the Middle West"”

Murray W.Sales & Co.

MADISON 4200

DETROIT
PONTIAC FLINT
WYANDOTTE
TILING ! LIGHTING
FIXTURES
FIN® L FIREPLACE

EQUIPMENT

PORATH
1500 Broadway

COLLING
CAdillac 1220




THE COLUMN-—AGAIN

Now that Malecolm Bingay has received signal
honors because of his outstanding work on the
Good Morning Column in The Detroit Free Press
we are moved to move back into our old sphere of
columning and to give you a little of the low-down
on matters architectural and otherwise hereabouts.

As Lancelot Sukert said to me recently, “What's
the matter with the Bulletin lately? I don’t read
it any more because it isn’t funny; that's why I
didn’t know about this meeting tonight.” At the
same time he was at the meeting and my answer
was, “How would you like to work for the govern-
ment for eight hours a day and then go home and
write something side-splitting?” He works for the
Government, I work for the Government, and who
doesn't? As Will Rogers says the Government is
the only agency spending any money at the present
and the only thing to do if you are not in accord
with the plan is to refuse to take any of the tainted
money.

Sukert is not the only one who has chided me
about the neglect which the Bulletin has felt of
late. None other than our Richard Marr has said,
“Give us something funny, even if it is only a few
lines.”

All of these communications have had their effect
and there are hopeful signs that the Bulletin may
yet come back to its old time form. Even mnow [
find myself drawing up to the curb to jot down
some note before I forget, which reminds me that
I must have my brakes adjusted soon.

I don’t know for what reason, but the attendance
at the Union Guardian luncheons has not been so
good lately. We are always glad if the attendance
is good—it shows that they are interested. If it
is poor it shows that they are busy. Perhaps some
were scared away by the meeting some weeks ago
when the place changed hands and did some adver-
tising. One could hardly get into the elevator
lobby. This condition has not existed since, however.

This question of the locale of the weekly lunch-
eons is an important one, since attendance is of
first importance. If any one has any suggestions
concerning this matter they will be placed in a hat
and dropped down the dust chute. Personally, I
don't see why the Intercollegiate Alumni Club in
the Penobscot Building would not answer every
requirement. By the way, the next Chapter meet-
ing, the April meeting, which will be held in con-
junction with the Michigan Society of Architects,
will be held at the Intercollegiate Alumni Club on
the 13th floor of the Penobscot Building and it is
going to be something extra special. Frank Eurich,
Jr. will be toastmaster and the oceasion is to honor
the past presidents of the Detroit Chapter of The
American Institute of Architects. The whole pro-
gram will be in a humorous vein and two minutes
only will be given to each past president to tell
his stuff about what happened during his admin-
istration. You can, no doubt, picture the possibil-
ities of such a program. It will be too bad—for
you—if you miss this program.

Dinner will be served at 6:30 P. M. at the Inter-
collegiate Alumni Club, 13th floor of the Penob-
scot Building on Wednesday, April 17th, 1935 at

CINDER Specify Cinder Block
BLOCK For
INC.

HOgarth 1140

Low Cost—Permanent

Masonry Homes
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$1.00. All architects are invited to attend.

Art Hyde, Chairman of the Chapter program
committee, has passed the word to me that I should
write something that will “bring them out.” This
is a pretty big order, but here's how! This is going
to be the biggest event of the year for the Chapter
and we want to see all of the architects there.

This is getting to be like a news broadecast, be-
cause most of this dope is carried in other columns
of this issue.

The Slum Clearance takes first place in the in-
terest of architects at present. Some newspapers
are so anxious to be the first to publish the list
of 18 architects selected that they are willing to
use a good guess, but after all, what good is a
guess? It was hoped that the Bullet.n would be
the first to publish the list, but we would not envy
the one charged with selecting the eighteen.

There were two architectural firms during the
past week who called this office for draftsmen.
And do you know that good men are hard to get?
This is a good omen for the building industry.

The Union-Guardian luncheons have been drop-
ping off in attendance lately. Maybe this too is a
good sign. We are glad when a large number attend
because it makes the affair more worth while. We
are also glad when a few attend because we think
perhaps they are busy. But don't forget your or-
ganizations because they are trying to help you
to solve your problems.

GOOD
HARDWARE FOR OVER 50 YEARS

RAYL’S

1233 Griswold Street

JOHN A. MERCIER BRICK CO.

FACE BRICK
COMMON BRICK CONCRETE PRODUCTSE
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MARTIN & KRAUSMANN CO.
QENERAL CONTRACTORS

955 East Jefferson RAndolph 9885

NELSON COMPANY

DETRIOT — ROYAL 0OAK — ANN ARBOR
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ARCHITECTS’

Agree, Chas. N.. 1140 Book Tower, CA. 9263.—
Alteration to 2030 Park Ave. Change in plans,
Mechanical bids due April 15.

Bennett & Straight, 13526 Michigan, OR. T750.—
Preparing plans for 5 bedroom residence, corner
Lancashire and Warwick Roads, Rosedale Park. Air
conditioning, oil burner.

Same.—Alteration on 600 seat theatre, Greenville,
Mich. General contractor, S. Copeland.

Same.—Preparing plans for 1500 seat theatre.
Location—Dearborn, Mich. Entrance lobby 60x118’.
Theatre auditorium 146x90".

Confer, Earl L., 18970 Grand River, RE. 2714.—
Plans for furniture store, N. W. Section, 42x100,
1 story, balcony, brick, limestone.

Same.—Alteration to apartment building, Webb
Ave, consisting of modernization of kitchens and
baths, caretaker’'s apartment; new steam plant.

De Rosiers, Arthur, 1414 Macabees Bldg., CO.
2178.—Plans for church, Allegan, Mich., Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Rev. James Callahan, pastor,
completed.

Diehl, George F., 120 Madison Ave., CH. 7268.—
Fox Film Exchange, bids due April 15.

Same.—Preparing plans for chapel building,
Catholic parish. Take bids about May 1. 1,500
seats, stone exterior. Six Mile Road and Livernois.
Spanish tile roof.

Same.—Bottling plant, Trenton Valley Distillers’
Corp. Bids due April 12. Reinforced construction,
concrete block. 50x145, 2 stories, estimated cost
$25,000. Unit heaters. Bottling equipment by
owner.

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward Ave., CA. 4789.—
One story store, corner Woodward and Willis. Held
over until later.

Same.—Alteration to residence for Dr. B. R.
Hoobler. No contracts let as yet.

Funke, Philip J.—Preparing plans for small the-
atre, Decatur, Mich. Local contracts.

Gould, Nathaniel 0., 301 Boyer Building.—Pre-
paring plans, Storage Building, Eloise Hospital and
Infirmary, Eloise, Mich., for Wayne County Board
of Superintendents of Poor. Fireproof, brick and
reinforced concrete; 3 floors; 80°x240’, Estimated
cost—$282,000.00. PWA loan already granted.

Jameson, L. B., 8681 Jos. Campau. MA. 9146.—
Selected by City of Hamtramck to prepare sketches
for municipal hospital addition and new eity hall;
also Slum Clearance and Housing Project, PWA
projects.

Kavieff, Otto H., 425 Cass Ave., Mt. Clemens,
Mich.—Preparing plans for boat shop and residence,
24’x60’, 2 stories.

Same.—Preparing plans for 60-bed hospital.
Reinforced concrete, 70x112’°, 2 stories and basement.

Kuni, Wm. H., CA. 8550.—Plans for residence,
Rosedale Park, being revised.

REPORTS

Same.—Preparing plans for wood and metal fur-
niture and filing equipment for Alpena County
Court House.

Same.—Preparing plans for early American brick
veneer residence, Grosse Pointe. Owner withheld.

Same.—Preparing plans for English type resi-
dence, Bircherest Drive. Owner withheld.

Lane, Davenport, Ine., 610 Donovan Bldg.,, CH.
6747.—Preparing sketches for library at Plymouth,
Mich.

Same.—Preparing plans for 10 room addition to
school district No. 5, Warren Township, Macomb
County. Dependent upon PWA appropriation,

Mason, Geo. D. & Co., 409 Griswold, RA. 7850.—
Alteration in north gallery of Woodward Avenue
Presbyterian Chureh being considered by owners.

Merrit & Cole, 1111 Collingwood, LO. 2483.—Bids
for Salem Evangelical Church, Pigeon, Mich., ex-
tended to April 16.

Same.—Heating contract on Redford Lutheran
Church let to Gar Wood Co.; plumbing, Albert De
Witt.

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1123 Lafayette Bldg., CA.
8499.— Preparing plans for theatre and store alter-
ation, Central and Vernor Highway. Owner—Berry
Theatre Corp. Ready about April 15.

Thompson, G. Harold, R. A., Mullet Lake, Mich.—
Preparing plans for twenty bed, fire-proof hospital,
Cheboygan, Mich.

Tilds, Paul, 602 Hoffman Bldg., CA. 2610.—Bids
for residence, 37x42, closed.

Same.—Plans for residence, 34x48 with attached
garage. Bids closed.

Same.—2 store building, 60x60, Woodward Ave.
Contracts let soomn.

Your co-operation in Architects’ Reports will be
appreciated by The Bulletin. It is our policy not
to urge members to give out reports before they
want them released. What we do ask is that you
give your own publication the same opportunity
that you give to others,

Several architects have voluntarily mailed in re-
ports. This is especially appreciated, particularly
from those outside Detroit, whom we do not contact
regularly by telephone.—Thank you.
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DETROIT, MICH., APRIL 23rd, 1935

“MY OWN HOME TOWN”

A Study of the Forces Making Detroit the Fourth City of

An address delivered at the Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange of Detroit at their 50
April 11th, 1935

By MALCOLM W. BINGAY
Editorial Director, The Detroit Free Press

(Copyrighted by The J. L. Hudson Co.)

DETROIT was founded bhecause an ancient King
of France wore a beaver hat,

From that day, in 1610, when Louis XIII walked
the streets of Paris proudly showing off his new
chapeau, this spot has been one of the storm centers
of the world.

No other American city has a more ancient or a
more glorious tradition or one more vibrant with
drama involving the destiny of empires; the throb-
bing beats of progress that keep time to the eternal
march of Man.

Architects’ Luncheon

32nd Floor, Union Guardian Building
Private Dining Room
Southwest Vista
Tuesday, April 23rd, 12:30 p. m,

Our history refutes the thoughtless observer who
looks upon Detroit, the Dynamic, as creation of
this day, as a mere machine shop, as a boom town.

Detroit was a city with a soul, an identity carved
and shaped from a heroic heritage, long before the
honk of the motor horn was heard on any hill.

French voyageurs came here at the dawn of the
Seventeenth Century to wrest from this wilderness
a great colonial empire for the kings of France. No
new land is ever settled without an economic im-
pulse to motivate the people who are to pioneer it.

D’Etroit (of this strait) was known to them as
the home of the beaver, Teuscha-Gronde. The heaver
skins grew in value as King Louis XII set the style
and the rich of Europe insisted on having them. It
was very much as is today with the Garbos, the
Dietrichs, the Barrymores and the Gables—kings
and queens of movie land—making popular certain
styles.

The first great trading post of the French was
at Mackinac. Here the Indians came from hundreds
of miles away to trade their beaver skins for brandy
—fory every Indian headache, a noble’s headpiece.
The craze for the high hats spread to England.

From Fort Orange, now Albany, the English fur
traders moved to the land of the beaver. The Eng-
lish were utilitarian. They traded the Indians
molasses rum for their skins, Made in the colonies
it was much cheaper than the imported brandy of
the French. To the poor Indian it was all “fire-
water.” He began deserting the French for the
English. The French were alarmed over the fate of
their dream of empire.

Cadillac, who had been commander at Mackinae,
was ordered to find an ideal place for a fort on the
lower lakes to stem the tide of the English. He
picked this site, a half century after others had
touched its shores. Here, in 1701, he erected Fort
Pontchartrain. Here—on June 5—Detroit was born
and it has been on the map ever since as one of
the significant cities of history.

* * *

Why Detroit?

That question has been asked throughout the
world for the past 25 years. Detroit has been the
mecca of all the great students of our times; eco-
nomists, industrialists, sociologists, scientists, his-
torians, philosophers; they have poured here from
Europe, South America, the Orient to learn from
us and to find answer to the riddle: Why Detroit?

The answer cannot be gleaned from any set of
facts. To understand Detroit we must consider the
intangible values that go to make up life itself.

The existence of all other American cities can be
easily explained. Boston, New York, Baltimore,
Philadelphia just had to be. The trade of the seven
seas finds natural harbors. Chicago was inevitable.
Chicago grew like a callous on a hand, from the
mere friction of westward travel. So did Buffalo,
Cleveland, Toledo. But not Detroit.

Here was a city more ancient than all the rest,
far up in a Peninsula, away from the natural paths
of trade. Yet through the long hloody vears of
warfare it was prized because of its strategic value.
And it is a characteristic of an Englishman that he

(Continued on Page 4)
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Mason P. Rumney, President; M. Eugene Webb, Vice-President; Albert Beever, Vice-President; Claude Filer, Treasurer; Edwin J. Brunner, Secretary. ‘
Directors:—Gage Cooper, Herman Banbrook, Leo Rowley, Edward Leavenworth, Walter Trowell

439 Penokscot B!da., RAndolph 5500

Clearing the Tables

This final column will clear our Golden Anni-
versary Banquet. There are a few important points
:0 dwell upon briefly and a mighty important let-
ter from George D. Mason which we in this space
last week promised to print. HOW OLD ARE WE?
It has not been made clear to many how we could
celebrate our Fortieth Anniversary in 1931 as we
did with a big banquet, and then celebrate our
Fiftieth Anniversary in 1935. A few have jokingly
accused us of being opportunists.

Well, it's this way: According to our official
records, we were organized in January, 1885. At
that time the first official minutes begin, and the
first roster was signed and the first by-laws adopt-
ed. But not until 1891 did we receive our charter
by a special act of the Legislature of the State of
Michigan. The charter was forty years old in 1931.
So therefore in 1941 we can azain logically cele-
brate a fiftieth anniversary.

As a matter of fact, there must have been forma-
tive meetings prior to January first, 1885, but there
are no existing records so far as we know of those
meetings. To this point the letter of regret of his
inability to attend sent to uz by George D. Mason
is very interesting. It is published herewith in full:

Tuesday, April 9th, 1935
Mr. E. J. Brunner, Secretary
Builders & Traders Exchange,
439 Penobscot Building,
Detroit, Michigan.
Dear Mr. Brunner:

Because of an important engagement out of the
city, that 1 am obliged to keep, I find it a keen
disappointment that makes it impossible for me
to meet with you on Thursday evening to join in
honoring my old and life-long friend, Albert A.
Albrecht.

Please extend to him my most cordial greetings.
When the firm of Mason & Rice planned the D.
M. Ferry Seed Warehouse, then the largest building
in Detroit, in 1879, Albert’s father was the mason
contractor and his son his most active assistant.

Thereafter no contractor has been held in higher
esteem, nor has had a finer reputation for honesty,
fair-dealing and friendliness than Albert. Such
traits of character have been conducive to the active
continuation of his firm to the present time.

On March 23d, 1884, the first meeting of archi-
tects was held for the purpose of forming a Chap-
ter, and at the second meeting on April 3d, 1884,
in the office of E. E. Meyers, No. 7 Moffatt Block,
E. E. Meyers was elected President, Mortimer L.

Edited by E. J. Brunner

Smith, Vice-President, Zack Rice, Secretary, Gor-
don W. Lloyd, Treasurer, Board of Finance—John
M. Donaldson, W. E. Brown, Julius Hess and George
D. Meson, Examining Board—Gordon W. Lloyd,
Julius Hess and John M. Donaldson. The Charter
Members were as follows: Gordon W. Lloyd, E. E.
Meyers, Robert T. Brooks, John Scott, John M. Don-
aldson, Peter Diedrichs, Jr., W. E. Brown, Wm.
Scott, A. B. Cram, Richard E. Raseman, Zack Rice,
A. E. French, George D. Mason, Julius Hess, H. J.
Meier, Mortimer L. Smith, Carl Schmid, Fred H.
Spier, Alfred Wood, and Wm. C. Rohns.

At this meeting and following its organization,
as recorded in my diary of that date, the very first
resolution that was offered proposed the formation
of a Builders Exchnage. Thereupon a Committee
was appointed to confer with Alexander Chapoton
and Ernest R. Nuppenau, not only to accomplish
this purpose, but to find a location that would be
a suitable meeting place for all of us. Co-operation,
you see, was the order of the day, and I am happy
to state has continued ever since.

We have Mr. Albert Albrecht and many of our
older builders who co-operated with him, to thank
for the beginning of the high standing of the Ex-
change today; and long may it prosper!

Sincerely yours,
GEO. D. MASON.

And now space permits just one more short ani
pertinent observation. After figuring our total ex-
penses for the banquet including entertainment and
balancing these against revenue we find the ban-
quet is in the black exactly $11.63, which is a
mighty good record for anv banquet.

Giffels & Vallet and L. Rosetti, associated archi-
tects and engineers announce the removal of their
sffices from 606G Marquette Building to 1000 Mar-
quette Building. The telephone number remains the
same, CA. 33563. Many will recognize the address of
1000 Marquette Building as that formerly oceupied
sy Albert Kahn, Inc.
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Agree, Chas. N., 1140 Book Tower, CA. 9263.—
Contraects on alteration to 2030 Park Ave.; kitchen
equipment, Albert Pick Co.; front, James A. Moynes
Co.; air conditioning, Kelvinator Co.; Macotta, Maul
Macotta Co.; plastering, Charles Rouse; electrical
wiring, M. Wasserman; lumber, Braun Lumber Co.

Same.—Air conditioning and ventilating on Capi-
tol Theatre, 7915 West Vernor Highway. Bids due
April 23rd.

Bennett & Straight, 13526 Michigan, OR. 7750.—
Preparing plans for 5 bedroom residence, corner
Lancashire and Warwick Roads, Rosedale Park. Air
conditioning, oil burner.

Same.—Alteration on 600 seat theatre, Greenville,
Mich. General contractor, S. Copeland.

Same.—Preparing plans for 1500 seat theatre.
Location—Dearborn, Mich. Entrarce lobby 60x118".
Theatre auditorium 146x90°,

Confer, Earl L., 18970 Grand River, RE., 2714.—
Plans for furniture store, N. W. Section, 42x100,
1 story, balcony, brick, limestone. Plans ready soon.

Same.—Alteration to apartment building, Webb
Ave,, consisting of modernization of kitchens and
baths, caretaker’s apartment; new steam plant.

Same.—Selected as architect for Methodist
Church, Alma, Michigan.

Same.—Small residence, Ann Arbor Road, under
construction. Heating, Bovd & Cooper; masonry
and carpentry, day labor.

De Rosiers, Arthur, 1414 Macabees Bldg., CO.
2178.—Plans for church, Allegan, Mich., Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Rev. James Callahan, pastor,
completed,

Diehl, George F., 120 Madison Ave., CH. 7268.—
Fox Film Exchange, bids closed April 15.

Same.—Preparing plans for chapel building,
Catholic parish, Take bids about May 1. 1,500
seats, stone exterior. Six Mile Road and Livernois,
Spanish tile roof.

Same.—Bottling plant, Trenton Valley Distillers’
Corp. Bids closed April 12. Reinforced construetion,
concrete block. 50x145, 2 stories, estimated cost
$25,000. Unit heaters. Bottling equipment by
owner,

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward Ave., CA. 4780.—
One story store, corner Woodward and Willis, Held
over until later,

Same.—Alteration to residence for Dr. B. R.
Hoobler. No contracts let as yet.

Funke, Philip J.—Preparing plans for small the-
atre, Decatur, Mich, Local contracts.

Giffels & Vallet, Inc. and L. Rosetti, Associated
Engineers and Architects, 1000 Marquette Bldg., CA.
3353.—Preparing plans for addition and alteration
to plant for Soy Bean Installation at Ford Motor
Car Co.

Same.—Bids being taken on marble, tile and ter-
razzo for Newburgh plant.

fi
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Gould, Nathaniel 0. 301 Boyer Building.—Pre-
paring plans, Storage Building, Eloise Hospital and
Infirmary, Eloise, Mich., for Wayne County Board
of Superintendents of Poor, Fireproof, brick and
reinforced concrete; 3 floors; 80'x240°. Estimated
cost—§282,000.00. PWA loan already granted.

Jameson, L. B., 8581 Jos. Campau, MA. 9146.—
Selected by City of Hamtramck to prepare sketches
for municipal hospital addition and new city hall;
also Slum Clearance and Housing Project, PWA
projects.

Kavieff, Otto H., 425 Cass Ave., Mt. Clemens,
Mich.—Preparing plans for boat shop and residence,
24’x60%, 2 stories.

Same.—Preparing plans for 60-bed hospital.
Reinforced concrete, 70x112’, 2 stories and basement.

Kavieff, Otto H., 182 N. Walnut St., Mt. Clemens.
—Revising plans for recreation building, 80'x100°.

Kuni, Wm. H., CA. 8550.—Plans for residence,
Rosedale Park, being revised.

Same.—Preparing plans for wood and metal fur-
niture and filing equipment for Alpena County
Court House.

Same.—Preparing plans for early American brick
veneer residence, Grosse Pointe. Owner withheld.

Same.—Preparing plans for English type resi-
dence, Bircherest Drive. Owner withheld.

Lane, Davenport, Inec., 610 Donovam Bldg., GH.
gi(:l?l'l.——l’reparing plans for library at Plymouth,

icn.

Same.—Preparing plans for 10 room addition to
school district No. 5, Warren Township, Macomb
County. Dependent upon PWA appropriation.

Same.—Preparing plans for auditorium, Paw Paw,
Michigan.

Same.—Preparing plans for City Hall, Benton
Harbor, Michigan.

Mason, Geo. D. & Co., 409 Griswold, RA. 7850.—
Alteration in north gallery of Woodward Avenue
Presbyterian Chureh being eonsidered by owners.

Merritt & Cole, 1111 Collingwood Ave., LO. 2483.
—General contractor for Salem Evangelical Church
o be selected April 23.

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1123 Lafayette Bldg., CA.
8499.—Preparing plans for theatre and store alter-
ation, Central and Vernor Highway. Owner—Berry
Theatre Corp. Ready about April 15,

Thompson, G. Harold, R. A., Mullet Lake, Mich.—
Preparing plans for twenty bed, fire-proof hospital,
Cheboygan, Mich.

Tilds, Paul, 602 Hoffman Building.,, CA. 2610.—
2 store building 60x60. General contractor—Camp-
bell Construction Co.

Same.—Residence, 37x42 being refigured.

The firm of Giffels & Vallet, Inc. and L. Rosetti,
Associated Architects and Engineers replaces the
firm of Giffels & Vallet, Engineers, and Louis
Rosetti, Architect.

M
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“MY OWN HOME TOWN"
(Continued from Page 1)

cherishes anything for which he has had to fight.

But the heart and soul of Detroit will not be
found in the mere recitals of the endless wars that
waged around her. Detroit was unique as a frontier
city, Detroit had an established culture before it
was ever incorporated as a city. While other pio-
neer communities were of necessity, uncouth, il-
literate, ruthless, the seed of better things was
planted within this soil before the matrix of our
being became solidified.

Three great men gave Detroit its present unique
personality in those formative years after the flags
of France and Britain had been swept from our
shores.

First, there was Father Gabriel Richard, heroic
French priest, brilliant scholar and humanitarian.
He it was who brought the first printing press to
the Northwest. He printed our first newspaper. He
organized schools. After his mass on Sunday morn-
ing he would gather the people of other faiths into
the assembly hall and preach to them simple, in-
spiring, non-denominationl sermons. He died a
martyr’s death in the streets of our eity while nurs-
ing the stricken in the greatest of the cholera
plagues that swept Detroit.

Second, there was an equally heroic figure, the

Rev. John Montieth, Presbyterian. This rugged
Calvinist worked shoulder to shoulder with his
Roman brother in Christ. They brought to the

Indians His Message and kept alive the divine spark
among those of all faiths.

Third in Detroit’s spiritual and cultural trinity
was Judge Augustus Brevort Woodward, for whom
our main street is named. He was not a religionist
in the denominational sense. He was a friend of
Thomas Jefferson, an acquaintance of Ben Franklin;
a follower of Voltaire and Rousseau. He was a
world traveller, a cosmopolitan holar, a great
lover of the Greek and Latin classics.

These three remarkable men worked together in
this little clearing torn from a primeval forest.
They organized debating societies, lectures, a li-
brary, schools. Finally they founded the University
of Michigan—and were the entire faculty.

When the great fire completely destroyed Detroit
in 1805, they were the ones who placed on the seal
of our city that imperishable and still untarnished
motto:

“Gperamus Meliora; Resurget Cineribus”
(We hope for better days; It shall arise
from its ashes)

And we have never ceased to hope, to struggle,
to achieve. Blow after blow has been rained upon
this city throughout its histtory and always it has
arisen from its ashes—cleaner and finer and better
because it has conquered adversity.

Detroit was born in battle. It has triumphed over
Indian massacres, over cholera epidemics, over fires
and many wars. It has stood the test of time.

The archives at Washington are filled with ree-
ords from federal examiners, who were sent here
in the early days, saying that Michigan was unin-
habitable. People were warned not to come here.
Detroit was a marshland, under water. So they said
then. And for the past year other government ex-
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aminers and other crities of Detroit have been say-
ing that we are still “under water!”

No railroad passed Detroit. Any steam line that
reached this city had to build side tracks to get
here. Detroit was the historical example of the
Emersonian dictum on the merits of a superior
mousetrap. Detroit did not have to be. Detroit IS
_despite every obstacle that has been thrown into
her path.

The only answer is in the intangible seeds of
culture, the imponderable things of the spirit.

The mighty timber industry opened in Michigan,
the world’s richest ore deposits were found in the
upper ranges, the great salt deposits in and around
Detroit poured forth their riches. The pioneer De-
troiters, whose names mark so many of our streets,
wrested from this soil their fortunes and their faith.

Detroit was known in those early days as the
loveliest city in America; it was world famous as
Detroit, the City Beautiful. There is no river in
all the world quite so fine. Great shade trees cooled
our streetts. There was a poise, a maturity, a dig-
nity that set this community apart. We were known
everywhere even then for our stoves, our chemicals
and drugs, our iron and steel and shipyards. We
had here an established wealth invested in the
markets and industries of the world.

And vet our critics speak of Detroit as a magni-
fied machine shop. :

* * *

Even the automobile, the invention of which
chaneed the entire tempo of the human race and
revolutionized civilization, is a creation of Detroit, by
Detroiters; conceived here, born here, financed here.

The great pioneers who changed the world by
their inventive genius were either of Detroit or of
its environs. Olds, from Lansing and Tecumseh;
Ford from Dearborn; the Dodges, from Niles—the
list is endless. Only one of the early giants sprang
from other than Michigan soil. That was the late

This little gadget is pretty wise
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evesight specialist. He can fit you with per-
fect glasses—and the glasses make seeing and
reading and working easier. But you must
also have good lighting. The SIGHT METER
(shown above) knows all about good and bad
lighting. It is a sensitive instrument designed
to measure light. It will tell you exactly how
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Henry M. Leland. He came west to make his for-
tune, and landed in Chicago on the day of the Hay-
market riots. He saw police and citizens blown to
pieces and he said, “This is no town for me.” He
took the next train to Detroit, fell in love with its
quiet beauty, its solid substance and said, “Here is
where I begin.” His machine shop became the
cradle of a great industry. Thus is the motor car
ind’genous to our soil.

Word swept over America about a new strange
thing that was happening in Detroit. A group of
Detroiters were making wagons that could run
without horses! American youth responded to the
call of great adventure, just as our sons of today
are responding to the call of the air and our fore-
bears hearkened to the whisperings of the sea.

Detroit became the rallying point of the finest
mechanical brains of the Republic; sturdy, self reli-
ant manhood. We need but mention the Fisher
brothers, coming out of Ohio to win fame and for-
tune, as of the type.

This new inrush of youth and high courage found
a city with an established matrix. The s=ons of the
pioneers—the Joys, the Algers, the Newberrys, the
Mc¢Millans—the endless host, blended with them.
The money was here to establish the factories. And
the banks finarced these new comers in their homes.
They married into the older families, they became
a part without ever blurring the outlines of the old

Detroit.
They built not only automobiles but something
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else. They revolutionized industry by creating mass
production because of the world wide demand for
Detroit’s produects.

#* * *

Detroit did expand prodig ously. Overnight, farm
lands yielded great crops of beautiful homes and
wide paved streets. A boom town? Hardly. It was
the flowering of a seed that had been planted cen-
turies ago. Detroit was still a city with a vision
and hope of better things.
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Because of this, great sewage and water systems
were stretched out in anticipation of that growth.
This foresight has had its reward. Detroit has stood
yvear after year, according to the United States
government statistics, as the healthiest community
on the continent.

Our schools were not allowed to lag and Detroit
is proclaimed today as possessor of the finest com-
plete system of public school education in America.

Though our city had grown like a green bay tree,
there has never been a major municipal scandal.
Again there must be a reason for this and again
we must find the answer in the intangibles.

The world is filled these days with talk of a New
Deal, a new ideal of government and business. And
the thoughtless, as they prate of such things, do
not stop to realize that even the so-called New Deal
was, like the motor car, born in Detroit.

The man who started the New Deal in polities,
the great reformation of our governmental institu-
tions, was Hazen S. Pingree. As mayor of Detroit,
this shoe manufacturer was laughed at. Yet his
fame spread and he was frequently mentioned for
the Presidency. He had an old-fashioned idea of
honesty and fair dealing in public office. He was
the first to fight the fight and he still stands
peculiarly alone as the First Progressive.

As Governor he fought the powers that sought to
corrupt our legislatures. LaFollette and others out
of Wisconsin came here to sit at his feet and learn
wisdom. Tom L. Johnson, promoter and public util-
ity lobbyist, came here to fight him, but like St.
Paul on the Road to Damascus, he saw a great
light. Johnson gave up his connections and re-
turned to Cleveland to be the historic reform mayor
of that city and to spread the gospel of clean
government not only in Ohio but throughout the
Nation.

Theodore Rooseveit, a young hero of the Spanish-
American war, heard of this strange man Pingree
who knew how to fight. He adopted all of his pol-
icies. He even followed Pingree’s technique of slip-
ping away to Africa to shoot big game. Pingree
did it deliberately. He went to Africa because he
thought the people were tired of him, and he wanted
to get away where they would miss him. He died
in London on the way home to a mighty triumph.
Roosevelt played the same game, and came b{ick
to the greatest ovation ever given a returning
American.

But not alone politically did Detroit contribute
to this New Deal.

Everybody knows that 20 years ago Henry Ford
startled the industrial and economic world by an-
nouncing that he would pay all emplo_yees f_we
dollars a day. It was so amazing an innovation
that he was denounced as the destroyer of the
capitalistic system, and, on the other hand, wor-
shipped. And the world’s wonder grew when all

0. W. BURKE COMPANY
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Detroit, Michigan
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the other companies did the same thing.

The whole NRA philosophy pertaining to higher
wages and shorter hours was born in Detroit; born
in high vision and sound common sense; on the
solid ground of practicality and not emotionalism.
Detroit has always led the world in high wages
for its workmen.

For 25 years Detroit has been the talk of the
world. European writers on our ecivilization even
coined the word ‘“Detroitism,” meaning the new in-
dustrial age. Detroit has been the pioneer, the
precursor of a new order of life on this earth.
From all parts of the globe they have come to our
doors to gain knowledge and inspiration. Detroit
has been hailed by mankind as Detroit, the Dynam-
ic; Detroit, the Wonder City.

And then, last year—the Crash!

How our rivals howled with glee! The balloon,
they said, had burst. The boom city was through!
Detroit was no more! A deserted city! A mush-
room had wilted! From all over the world corre-
spondents rushed here to be in on the death.

Detroit was stricken in tne great national bank
crash. We need not go into that. It might have
been Cleveland, St. Louis, Chicago—any other eity.
Fate decreed that it should be Detroit to receive
the initial blow.

But a year has passed. Proudly, gloriously De-
troit stands forth—a city on a hill—to answer its
traducers by its deeds of courage.

As our forebears said when the city lak a black-
ened ruin, utterly destroyed by fire, “We hope for
better days; It shall rise from its ashes,” so said
we in the darkest hours of our history a year ago.

And today we hear the tramp of the feet of men
on our city's streets as they swing through the
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great doors of mighty factories. The wheels of
industry are humming their old familiar tune. De-
troit has come back into its own. But more than
that: Detroit is again the great pioneer leader.
Detroit is again setting the pace for the tempo
of our Nation. Detroit is leading America out of
the depression.
* * *

It was the ancient Pliny who gave voice to an
idea which will be heard on the lips of men as long
as life lasts on this earth. He said: ‘“Home is
where the heart is.”

This is our home: Detroit. Our beloved ones
are buried in its soil. Our children sprang from it.
All that we have, all that we ever hope to be, is
wrapped up in our city's destiny. We are the soil
of this soil. Our streets are touched with sacred
memories and traditions; our dreams of a finer life
to come are a hallowed heritage.

If our hearts are not in Detroit, then we are not
Detroiters, for home IS where the heart is.

Here we take our stand, unafraid; proud to be
citizens of our city, proud to be Detroiters; and yet
seeing afar off—even as did our Fathers—a city
that is yet to be. And we who now labor in the
cause may lift up our heads with a song in our
hearts—seeing unfolding before us Detroit, the City
Magnificent.

Clair W. Ditchy

Michigan Society of Architects
703 Fisher Building

Detroit, Michigan

Dear Sir:

We of the Electrical Contracting Industry wish
to thank the Architects for their cooperation in the
past, and ask for a continuation of that coopera-
tion to aid us in the enforcement of our Code
requirements,

Through operation of our Code, we feel we can
help cure many of the ills of our industry by the
enforcement of our Fair Practice Rules. To this
end, we would ask that plans and specifications be
as definite as possible, having few alternates, or
opportunities to substitute.

We are insisting that Contracztors obey the fol-
lowing Code Rules:

1. Have a definite closing date and time.

2. Deposit a copy of all bids in a Bid De-

pository.

3. Make no alternate proposals unless called

for by plans or specifications.

4. Prepare a complete estimate of cost of all

work to be performed.

5. Make no verbal bids.

We believe that in complying with the above
Code requirements, we will get more uniform costs
and thereby enable all in the Industry to benefit
through its operation.

We know your Association is interested, and
would benefit as much as any one in the Industry,
if you knew you were going to get the kind of a
job you have specified. With your full cooperation,
we believe we ean be of assistance to you, and also
protect ourselves against the well known chiseler,

May we count on your further cooperation?

Yours very truly,
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
FOR THE DETROIT TRADE AREA
C. C. Cadwallader, Acting Secretary

MICHIGAN ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF
THE DIVISIONAL CODE AUTHORITY FOR
GENERAL CONTRACTORS. INC., ISSUES
WARNING TO GENERAL CONT.

Mr. Ralph A. MacMullen, Secretary of the Mich-
igan Administrative Agency, states that it is very
imperative that all General Contractors take note
of the following executive order that provides:
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“No agency of the United States and no Govern-
ment contractor or supplier shall hereafter accept
or purchase for the performance of any contract
or purchase order or enter into any subcontracts
for any articles, materials, or supplies, in whole or
in part produced or furnished by any person who
shall not have certified that he is complying with
and will continue to comply with each code of fair
competition which relates to such articles, materials,
or supplies, or in case there is no approved code
for the whole or any portion thereof, then, to that
extent, with an agreement with the President as
aforesaid.”

An instance has come to our attention where a
general contractor purchased and paid for a con-
siderable amount of material without obtaining the
certificate of compliance from the supplier. Before
the government agency would allow payment for
this material, the general contractor was requested
to produce the certificate of compliance which
should have been filed with him by the supplier.
The general contractor did not have, and could not
obtain a -certificate and, therefore, the government
agency would not allow payment to the general
contractor for the materials furnished by this par-
ticular supplier.

Mr. MacMullan further states that general con-
tractors engaged in the performance of contracts
involving Federal funds, either in whole or in part
should be very careful to observe every provision
of the above order.

MICHIGAN ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY
Ralph A. MacMullan, Secretary

The U. of M. College of Architecture has just
opened an exhibition of water colors by Henry F.
Stanton, well known Detroit architect, past presi-
dent of the Detroit Chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects, They will remain on exhibition
until the end of next week.
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PAST PRESIDENTS' MEETING APRIL 17, 1935
INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNI CLUB

Present: Messrs. Gamber, Snyder, Stanton, Burrowes, President Palmer, Mason, Clarence
Hubbell (guest), Stratton, Ditchy, Hyde, Clarence Day, John Kasurin, Pettibone, McDonell,
Lorch, Williams, Thornton, McConkey, Hebrard, Hammett, Fairbrother, Eisen, Paul Marshall
(Producers’ Council), Hunter, Marr, Harley, Cuthbert, Eurich, Frank Wright, Roland Gies, C.

F. J. Barnes, Wells I. Bennett, Cordner.

Dinner was served at 7:30.

At 8:30 President Palmer opened the meeting
with a few remarks regarding its character and
regretting that more past presidents were not with
us, but expressing pleasure at seeing many who
of late had not attended meetings.

At this juncture, the president noted that the
secretary was absent. An unprecedented occur-
ence which quite upset him for the moment. He
decided, however, that the presence of so many

Architects’ Luncheon

32nd Floor, Union Guardian Building
Private Dining Room
Southwest Vista
Tuesday, April 30th, 12:30 p. m.

past presidents in no way could overcome the han-
dicap of one absent secretary. His discomfiture
was not in the least dispelled by the polite but
firm refusal of Mr. Hyde, an able past secretary of
high repute, to accept the temporary appointment,
This worthy mumbling under his breath that he
had done his hitch or words to that effeet. The
president at length was reduced to the extremity of
appealing to a past secretary of much older vintage
who relieved the tension of the situation by acced-
ing to the president’s request.

The president then called on Mr. Gamber who
reported with his usual, or perhaps a little more
than his usual vigor, the activities of the Public

Works Committee. Mr. Gamber described the ef-
forts of his committee in conjunction with repre-
sentatives of the other elements of the building
industry to persuade the Detroit Board of Educa-
tion to obtain architectural services for the new
Western High School building in the customary and
established manner, and not through FERA. His
committee also appeared before the City Council
in the same cause. At a later date, Mr. Harley
appeared before the Council to protest the prep-
aration of plans under FERA for an addition to
Receiving Hospital. In both of these instances the
Council voted to have the work done by registered
architects in the normal manner.

Mr. Gamber stressed the necessity for vigilance
lest a violation of established custom become a
precedent. He also mentioned the appearance of
his committee before the City Council when that
body was considering the location of a new city
hall,

The president called on Mr. Williams, Chapter
treasurer, who avoided the highly debatable sub-
ject of inflation and confined his remarks to the
insistent need for funds to cover the activities of
the Chapter and its participation in various import-
ant movements with other groups.

The president spoke of the coming A. I. A. Con-
vention and the nominations for Regional Director.

Prof. Lorch moved that Mr. McCornack of Cle-
veland be nominated by the Chapter and Society.

(Continued on Page 4)
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BUILDERS’ AND TRADERS' EXCHANGE OF DETROIT

Mason P. Rumney, Prasident; H. Eugene Webb, Vice-President; Albert Beever, Vice-President; Claude Filer, Treasurer; Edwin 1. Brunner, Seeretary.
Directors:—Gage Cooper, Herman Banbrook, Leo Rowley, Edward Leavenworth, Walter Trowell

439 Penobscot Blde, RAndelph 5500

Practical and Beneficial

The comm.ttee representing the Builders’ and
Traders’ Exchange on the matter of trying to have
the Detroit Slum Clearance Project divided into a
number of group units to the end that there will
not be one huge general contract but a number of
smaller general contracts has held several meet-
ings, is in communication with Washington, and be
it said has not completed its task.

The committee consists of Herman Banbrook,
Mason P. Rumney, George Walbridge, Fred Auch.
Walter Trowell, H. Eugene Webb, and E. J. Brunner,

To ascertain the practicability of such division
the committee has studied the plans and spec.fica-
tions of the Indianapolis project and the Cedar
Central Cleveland project and in both cases it is
apparent that division would not be impractical.
In faet, groupings are apparent in the plans them-
selves. This is what naturally would be expected
because a slum clearance project is not all one unit
but consists of a number of un__i:cs spread over a
ground development. Such featires as central
heating plants, etc. offer no problem because a
central heating plant for example makes a logical
unit for a contract, and the heating lines can be
run to the connection point with the several
buildings.

1f the plans and specitications are drawn with
the intent to let as several contracts, the bidding
procedure would naturally be that a contractor
might bid on one unit or as many as he could
qualify for and desired to bid upon. The outcome
of the bidding might be of course that one con-
tractor would be low on all the units or each might
go to a different contractor.

Provision regarding alternates could be made so
that the item affording the lowest cost considering
all the units would be used on all the units. For
example if wood trim was low on some of the units
and steel trim low on others, the procedure would
be to figure the gross lowest and use that on all
the units.

Not all contractors, of course, would use the
same manufacturer’s products, but what they used
would have to conform to the specifications and
even if several makes of say plumbing fixtures
were used, the result would not be inharmonious,
nor would the matter of obtaining repair parts
be a problem.

The supervision of the Detroit project divided
into parts could be held to approximately the same

Edited by E. J. Brunner l

cost as if it were all let in one contract.

The advantages of division in part are as follows:

By division, the time for construction could be
shortened, because each contractor on a unit wouid
have only that unit to see to and as a matter of
fact there would be a certain rivalry among the
contractors to see which could nifake the most
progress. When time of construetion is eut down
it simply means a shorter unproductive period for
the property. It would mean that the renters could
get the benefit quicker and the government would
receive small rentals sooner. It would mean also
more men at work at one time. It would mean a
egreater spread of employment.

Naturally, the number of bidders would be in-
creased, and all questions of economy would be
settled by the results of the bidding. If one con-
tractor could bid in all the units, why nothing more
is to be said except that smaller sized firms were
also given a chance.

As a matter of tact there are to be many slum
projects throughout the United States and if the
work is confined to only those firms which can
qualify on projects running into many millions,
there may well come a time when all such firms
will be filled up with work.

Dividing the project into group units will not
only give a chance to the responsible contractors
of ordinary proportions, but will also spread the
chance for work right down the line. Sub-contrac-
tors will be given much more chance and so will
suppliers. All this too produces a civie effect,
namely that the moneys from the construction will
be more widely circulated and hence the circulation
of such relief money will be accelerated.

The Q Is Silent.—OFTEN MISPRONOUNCED:
Architect. Pronounce ar-ki-tekt, a asi ,h a n aoiet-
oshrdetaoshrAOQ as in ah, i as in it, accent first
syllable, and- not arch-i-tekt.—Charlofte (N. C.)
paper.
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Agree, Chas. N., 1140 Book Tower, CA. 9263.—
Remodeling Savoy Theatre, Flint, Mich. New front
and marquise, reconditioning, new sign. To be com-
pleted in 80 days.

Same.—Contracts on alteration, 2030 Park Ave.:
carpentry, Charles Larsen; furniture, Brower Fur-
niture Co.; earpets and linoleum, People’s Outfitting
Co.; marquise, Peerless Bronze & Aluminum Co.;
structural steel, Palm & Holmburg; glass and
glazing, Ohio Plate Glass Co.; painting, Jacob
Hansen.

Same.—Air conditioning and ventilating on Capi-
tol Theatre, 7915 West Vernor Highway. Bids due
April 23rd.

Bennett & Straight, 13526 Michigan, OR. 7750.—
Preparing plans for 5 bedroom residence, corner
Lancashire and Warwick Roads, Rosedale Park. Air
conditioning, oil burner,

Same.—Preparing plans for 1500 seat theatre.
Location—Dearborn, Mich. Entrance lobby 60x118’,
Theatre auditorium 146x90’,

Burrowes, Marcus R., 415 Brainard St.—Plans and
specifications for an addition to the office building
of Maxon, Inc. have been completed.

The addition will be 85 feet wide and 88 feet
long; one story high and basement; walls of solid
brick construction with face brick and stone trim;
composition roof; linoleum floors; metal lath and
plaster; steam heat; oil burner.

Contractors are estimating upon invitation only.

Confer, Earl L., 18970 Grand River, RE, 2714.—
Plans for furniture store, N. W. Section, 42x100,
1 story, baleony, brick, limestone. Plans ready soon.

Same.—Alteration to apartment building, Webb
Ave,, consisting of modernization of kitchens and
baths, caretaker's apartment; new steam plant.

Same.—Selected as architect for Methodist
Chureh, Alma, Michigan.

De Rosiers, Arthur, 1414 Macabees Bldg., CO.
2178.—Plans for chureh, Allegan, Mich.,, Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Rev. James Callahan, pastor,
completed.

Diehl, George F., 120 Madison Ave., CH. 7268.—
Fox Film Exchange, bids closed April 15. Contracts
will be awarded by May 1.

Same.—Preparing plans for chapel building,
Catholic parish. Take bids about June 1. 1,500
seats, stone exterior. Six Mile Road and Livernois.
Spanish tile roof.

Same.—Bottling plant, Trenton Valley Distillers’
Corp. Bids closed April 12. Reinforeed construction,
concrete block. 50x145, 2 stories, estimated cost
$25,000. Unit heaters. Bottling equipment by
owner. General contract let to Culbertson & Kelly;
plumbing and heating, Otto Wurm; electric wiring,
W. D. Gale.

ARCHITECTS’ REPORTS

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward Ave., CA. 4789.—
One story store, corner Woodward and Willis. Held
over until later,

Same.—Revised plans for alteration to residence
of Dr. B. R. Hoobler being figured. Bids by in-
vitation, L

Funke, Philip J.—Preparing plans for small the-
afre, Decatur, Mich. Local contracts.

Giffels & Vallet, Tnc. and L. Rossetti, Associated
Engineers and Architects, 1000 Marquette Bldg., CA.
3353.—Preparing plans for addition and alteration
to plant for Soy Bean Installation at Ford Motor
Car Co.

Same.—Bids being taken on marble, tile and ter-
razzo for Newburgh plant,

Gould, Nathaniel O., 301 Boyer Building.—Pre-
paring plans, Storage Building, Eloise Hospital and
Infirmary, Eloise, Mich., for Wayne County Board
of Superintendents of Poor. Fireproof, brick and
reinforced concrete; 8 floors; 80’x240'. Estimated
cost—$282,000.00. PWA loan already granted.

Jameson, L. B. 8581 Jos. Campau. MA, 9146 —
Selected by City of Hamtramck to prepare sketches
for municipal hospital addition an(r new city hall;
also Slum Clearance and Housing Project, PWA
projects.

Same.—Preparing plans for additions and altera-
tions to a B50 seat theatre. Adding new lobby with
larger rest rooms and new balcony to seat 484,
Size 60’x100 and 20'x40. All fireproof. New cool-
ing system, acoustical treatment. Ready June 1st.

Same—Residence, 24’x27’, two stories and base-
ment, brick veneer, detached garage. Contract let.

Same.—Residence, 25'x41'x"”, two stories and base-
ment, brick veneer. Waltham Street, Detroit. Ready
May 7th.

Same.—Residence, Grosse Pointe, T4’x30, two
stories, part basement, attached garage, fireproof
alternate, air conditioned heating. Ready May 31.

Same.—Four family apartment building, Lansing,
Mich. Fireproof, 28’x5(’, two stories and basement,

Same.—Pallister Sanitarium. Bids closed April
15th. Decision April 30th.

Kavieff, Otto H. 425 Cass Ave., Mt. Clemens,
Mich.—Preparing plans for boat shop and residence,
24'x60", 2 stories.

Same.—Preparing plans for 60-bed hospital.
Reinforced concrete, 70x112’, 2 stories and basement.

Kavieff, Otto H., 182 N. Walnut St., Mt. Clemens.
—Revising plans for recreation building, 80°x100'.

Kuni, Wm. H., CA. 8550.—Bids closed, residence,
Rosedale Park.

Same.—Preparing plans for wood and metal fur-
niture and filing equipment for Alpena County
Court House.

Same.—Preparing plans for early American brick
veneer residence, Grosse Pointe. Owner withheld.

o -

Where R-M Paint and
Varnishes Are Made

This modern plant located at 5935-5971 Mil-
ford Street is equipped with the most up-to-
date and scientific methods of controlling the
gquality of the R-M produet.
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vou specify any R-M finshing material you
can depend that its formulation has been care-
fully and accurately worked out and that the
ingredients used in the manufacture are right.
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Same.—Preparing plans for English type resi-
dence, Birchcrest Drive. Owner withheld.

Lane, Davenport, Inc., 610 Donovam Bldg., CH.
6747.—Preparing plans for library at Plymouth,

Same.—Preparing plans for high school, Three
QOaks, Mich.

Mich.

Same.—Preparing plans for 10 room addition to
school district No. 5, Warren Township, Macomb
County, Dependent upon PWA appropriation.

Same.—Preparing plans for auditorium, Paw Paw,
Michigan.

Same.—Preparing plans for City Hall, Benton
Harbor, Michigan.

Merritt & Cole, 1111 Collingwood Ave., LO. 2483,
—Qeneral contractor for Salem Evangelical Church
to be selected April 23.

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1123 Lafayetie Bldg., CA.
8499.—Preparing plans for theatre and store alter-
ation, Central and Vernor Highway. Owner—Berry
Theatre Corp. Ready about April 15.

Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, 809 Marquette Bldg.,
RA. 8825.—General contract bids being taken on
Woodward Avenue Baptist Church. Due May 2.
Bids by invitation.

Same.—General contract on Warehouses 4-5-6,
Hiram Walker & Sons, Inc., awarded to Lundofi-
Bicknell Co., Chicago, IlL

Thompson, G. Harold, R, A., Mullet Lake, Mich.—
Preparing plans for twenty bed, fire-proof hospital,
Cheboygan, Mich.

Tilds, Paul, 602 Hoffman Building,, CA. 2610.—
Residence, 37x42 being refigured.

PAST PRESIDENTS MEETING APRIL 17
INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNI CLUB

(Continued from Page 1)
This motion was lost for want of a second.

Mr. Harley moved that Prof. Lorch be nominated
for Regional Director by the Chapter and Society.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Hyde, and carried.

The chair mentioned a letter received from the
“American Architect” concerning the matter of a
concerted national “group advertising” campaign
for the profession. The letter will be published in
the “Bulletin” and will be considered at the May
meeting. Everyone is urged to read this commu-
nication which has been sent to all architectural
organizations throughout the country, in order that
the Chapter and the Society may voice in its reply
a true expression of the majority.

At this point the president turned the meeting
over to Mr. Eurich, who he characterized as the
sgilver-tongued orator of the HOLC.” Mr. Eurich
graciously accepted the charge and immediately
launched forth upon the burden of his theme. In
his golden mellifluent accent, he intoned a gripping
litany of the gallant historians of the past who
had preserved for us the records of the valiant and
the vanquished, of the good and the unregenerate.
He touched lightly upon the contributions to eccle-
siastical, political, architectural and criminal his-
tory, and then by way of contrast, referred to the
meagre history and historian of the Detroit Chap-
ter, A. I. A. The inference was obvious. The Chap-
ter historian was visibly moved, and no doubt re-
gretted that the past presidents of the Chapter
were not immortalized in the same racey manner
as the French kings to whom the toastmaster so
glowingly referred. When Mr. Eurich reached back
into antiquity and described the time when “Wil-
liam the Conqueror landed on English soil,” the
historian who by that time was considerably
piqued, was heard to mutter that “he (meaning
the speaker) would land on something beside Eng-
lish soil if T had him in the corridor.”

Mr, Eurich noted that of the seventeen known
past presidents four are deceased, six were present
and four who were absent sent letters to the meet-

ing which were read by Mr. Cordner. These let-
ters were from Messrs, John M. Donaldson, Rich-
ard Raseman, Sr., Frank C. Baldwin and Alex
Donaldson.

Mr. Eurich called on Mr. Mason who recounted
his early experiences in the office of Mr. Brush
who finally gave him a one-third interest in the
firm, as an arrangement preferable to paying him
a regular salary. Mr. Busch set Mr. Mason and
Mr. Zack Rice up in business, guaranteeing Mr.
Mason $500.00 the first year and giving them an
office in the old Merrill Building rent free for a
year. The office was equipped with a cast iron
stove for which Mr. Mason's accounts show that
they bought a third of a cord of wood.

After three months, however, they were attracted
by the handsome and commodious quarters avail-
able in the new Bank Chambers, corner of Griswold
and Larned. They moved into this building on
Dec. 15, 1878, paying $25.00 a month. Their land-
lord observing that they paid in cash each month,
suggested that they start a checking account which
they did. Most offices had a safe for keeping money
and papers, and Mr. Busch had furnished them
with one.

Mr. Mason’s first commission was a stable. Their
first year in business, Mason and Rice made $800.
They entered a competition for a *“poor house” at
Mason, Michigan. Eleven architects competed. Mr.
Mason who had helped with competition drawings
for the Court House when he was with Mr. E. E.
Meier, decided to use his skill with colors. He
made a beantifully colored rendering with a Med-
iterranean sky, a red brick poor house, and ver-
dant foliage. All other renderings were in pen
and ink. A bill of materials had to be submitted
as well as a guarantee that the building would nnt
cost more than $10,000.00. Mr. Mason won the
rompetition.

Mr. Mason recalled the first meeting of archi-
tects for the purpose of forming an architectural
association in April, 1884, At this first meeting
the subject of a standard fee was broached, and
several architects refused to join because they could
not get 5% for their work. One in particular did
plans for $50.00 a set and chased all over town on
his bieyele for jobs and incidentally made a com-
fortable fortune.

Mr. Stratton remarked that when he was elected
there was to be a great change. He was in England
during most of hiz administration, which consti-
tuted about the only change from well-established
precedents. Detroit contributed much in the way
of improving the standard documents of the Insti-
tute and of course the 8%%"x11” standard catalog
system was started by Leon Coquard of Detroit.

Mr. Rurrowes remembered old 80 Griswold St.,
where Mr. Mason’s office was. He saw Mr. Mason
twice. once when he hired him and again when he
paid him off. Mr. Burrowes detailed the boxes in
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the old Opera House.

Leon Coquard was father of Sweet's catalog and
invented the 8% "”x11"” filing system. Leon Coquard
and Mr, Burrowes were president and secretary of
the Chapter at the same time. They consequently
spent much ‘time together discussing Chapter af-
fairs, usually at the Old Cabin Bar. Mr, Coquard
was very religious and abhored any famous archi-
tect whose immorality brought stigma to the pro-
fession—his favorite theme after the second glass.

Meetings were convivial affairs held at Richter’s.
One of the old members had a cork leg and some-
times at the conclusion of the meeting required a
little assistance. One evening as they departed it
was raining and Mr, S , stopping in the alley
as was his wont, apparently was unaware of the
rain. Mr. Burrowes who had acted as his escort
waited for him as long as seemed right and cour-
teous and then left him. A long time later the
bartender discovered him and finally persuaded him
to go home. It seems that Mr. S was con-
fused by the rain dripping from the eaves.

Dalton Snyder (1922-1923) was impressed by the
deadly seriousness with which the affairs of thé
Chapter were conducted. It had been decided that
the younger men should assume the duties and re-
sponsibilities of running the Chapter. After his
administration they reverted to the old timers again
which could only be construed in one way. Prob-
lems before the Chapter then were the same as

UNIVERSITY I-3878 ELMHURST 8388
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now, i. e., free sketches and educating the publie.

It was decided that a good secretary was more
important than a good president, so they elected
as secretary a man who was very faithful in at-
tendance and an important member of the Chapter.
After his election, he failed to attend a meeting
or six months.

Henry F. Stanton (1929-80) remarked that all
presidents of the Chapter have assumed office with
the idea of rejuvenating the profession or reform-
ing it. Mr. Stanton attempted to reintroduce archi-
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tecture to the profession to replace the tendency
toward commercialized talks on materials, ete. Dur-
ing his regime, the Honor Award Medal was finally
inaugurated. It is to be hoped that the annual
award may soon be resumed.

Branson V. Gamber (1931, 32, 33) was inspired
by the high ideals and fine example of his predeces-
sor, Mr. Stanton, and was filled with enthusiasm
to carry on his policies. One of the outstanding
meetings during his regime was the one at which
Mr. David Knickerbocker Boyd spoke. This meet-
ing occurred during a convention of the American
BEducational Association where many nationally
known architects were in attendance. The majority
of these architects came to the Chapter meeting.

Mr. Gamber spoke tenderly of a certain Board
of Directors’ meeting held at a summer cottage on
the Canadian shore. The movelty of a meeting in
a foreign land, augmented by the advantages which
Canada offered at the time made it a most pleas-
urable affair. Somewhere in the archives (which
it is hoped the Chapter historian will some day
peruse and use) Arthur Hyde, then secretary, has
committed to black and white in meticulous and
expressive phrases the minutes of this meeting.

Mr. Eurich called on Mr. Clarence Hubbell as a
representative of the Detroit Engineering Society.
Mr. Hubbell remarked that he felt he was in fast
company. He met Mr. Burrowes as he entered the
meeting, who greeted him with, “What are you
doing here? You are not an architect,” to which
Mr. Hubbell retorted, “No, thank God|”, Burrowes
replying, “You should.”

Mr. Hubbell admitted that his penchant for de-
tail derived from the fact that he originally came
from Missouri, He worked at the Water Board
under Frank E. Kirby. Mr. Kirby once showed
him a truss with members on both sides of center
all going in the same direction. He blamed it on
the architect and formed his opinion of architects
from it. Later he drew plans for his own house
and left out the stairs, which incident led him to
be more tolerant of people in other professions.

Mr. Eurich with a few of the famous Eurich
flourishes signed off and returned the meeting to
Mr. Palmer. Mr. Palmer reeretted that Mr. Grvlls
had failed to put in an appearance, and after find-
ing, by a show of hands, that the Intercollegiate
Club was very acceptable as a meeting place, the
meeting was stood adjourned.

CAPITOL ARCHITECTS BURN MIDNIGHT OIL
AS ORDERS FLOOD OFFICES

The unusually large quantity of building in
Washington in the last few weeks, especially in the
small home construction field, has flooded the of-
fices of Capitol architects and designers with work.

Better housing activities have uncovered a large
amount of modernization and alteration work, and
in addition building statistics show that more than
100 homes were listed for construction in the first
three weeks of March.

One architeect who said his office had been
swamped with work was unable to obtain a drafts-
man to assist him. In most all the architects’
offices the “midnight oil” is being burned freely.
—Washington Post.
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FREE PRESS RESUMES REAL ESTATE
AND BUILDING PAGE

The Detroit Free Press now has a full page or
more in the Sunday edition for real estate and
building news, gossip and pictures.

In the past, when they had only a real estate
column, it was impossible for them to use much
material. Now, it is going to be different and they
want wash drawings or line drawings of houses
and other buildings.

They are desirous of getting items concerning
architects’ meetings, luncheons, committee reports
and other affairs of architectural organizations or
of the individual architects.

U. OF M. COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE
WINS G. E. PRIZE

A number of Michigan graduates and former
students distinguished themselves in the nation-
wide competition sponsored by the General Electric
Company. There were 2040 designs submitted for
houses in four classes, A, B, C, and D, all of which
required economical planning and design, and the
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incorporation of the most modern mechanical and
electrical equipment.

The second prize of $1250 in Class B was won by
John E. Dinwiddie, ’25A, of San Francisco, holder
;)51;2the George G. Booth Traveling Fellowship in

T:

The second prize, $1250, in Class A, also a Men-
tion and $100 in Class B, were won by Richard C.
Hoyt of New York, member of the class of '26A,
in association with two others.

A Mention and $100 in Olass C were awarded to
Byron E. Laidlaw, member of the class of '23A, of
New York.

The designs of the following former students of
the College of Architecture were also selected for
publication: Verne H. Sidnam, '33A, Detroit; Liv-
ingstone H. Elder, '28A, New York; Wallace E.
Wilson, class of ’33A, Lansing.

The prizes, mentions and selected drawings are
published in the Architectural Forum for April,
1935.

Mr. C. William Palmer, President,
Detroit Chapter A. I. A.,

120 Madison Avenue,

Detroit, Michigan.

Dear Mr. Palmer:

Will you help us obtain the opinion of the archi-
tectural profession on a matter of common interest
by polling members of your organization and re-
urning to us their answers to the two questions
given below?

. These questions are intended to test the feasibil-
ity of a specific plan for stimulating work through-
out the profession. The idea started with an article
in the February issue of AMERICAN ARCHITECT
(page 42) which suggested that sound publicity for
the profession could be made effective and could

e accomplished at low cost. Response to the sug-

gestion was so favorable that we obtairzd an
article by Harry A. Bruno, a professional publicist
which outlines a specific plan of aetivity. This is
appearing on page 30 of the April issue, a copy
of which should reach your office within a few
days.

%Ve believe there is enough merit in the sugges-
tions made by Mr. Bruno to warrant a test vote
among as many architects as we can reach. In
substance, the proposal is to set up a group of
trustees to receive small contributions from archi-
tects and to supervise the operation of a profes-
sionally conducted publicity campaign. There exists
a widespread belief that architects would benefit
greatly if the lay public were better informed as
to the value and nature of architectural services.
Some even say the profession is losing ground and
must take concerted action to preserve its exist-
ence. The objective of this program would be to
improve the relation of the profession to the gen-
eral publie.

The ouestions are simple and direct;

1. Will you cooperate with a majority of all
other architects in sponsoring a nationally
organized public relations eampaign to edu-
cate laymen as to the value and nature of
architectural services and, if necessary, act
locally under direction to further it?

2. If a vrogram for such a camvaign were
properly formulated under direction of ac-
ceptable trustees, would you help support

GOOD
HARDWARE FOR OVER 50 YEARS

RAYL’S

1233 Griswold Street
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it for a year by contributing a maximum
of twenty-five cents a week?
We urge you to present this matter to all of

your members and to secure answers to these ques- -

tions from each individual. Needless to say AMER-
ICAN ARCHITECT has no ulterior interest in the
question. It could not sponsor a publie relations
campaign, nor ecould it properly determine the pol-
iey of such a program. There is no obligation to
employ Mr. Bruno should this plan materialize. All
we can do is to present the idea to the profession.
If the response warrants further action, we shall
turn over our preliminary work to whatever body
is selected to administer it.

This request for cooperation is being sent to the
heads of all architectural bodies in the United
States. In order to tabulate the response nationally
we recommend the following procedure:

(a) Submit the two questions, together with
whatever explanation seems desirable to
vou, to each individual in your organiza-
tion.

(b) Ask him to answer each question yes or
no either in letter form or in any ballot
form you may choose. Comments or sug-
gestions may be added.

(e) Mail the letters to the undersigned, or if
you prefer, ask members to mail them
direct,

Please make it clear that only an expression of
opinion is desired. This vote will entail no obliga-
tion of any sort either expressed or implied. Re-
plies of individuals will be held strictly confiden-
tial until they can be turned over to properly elected
trustees of the program.

This request for your cooperation is designed to
supplement the general request for opinions which
appears in our April issue. Of course, if any mem-
ber of your group responds to the general pub-
licity appeal, it is not necessary for him to vote
again as a member of your organization. An early
response is requested as this matter may come up
for discussion at the A. I. A. Convention in Mil-
waukee,

Sincerely yours,
ROGER W. SHERMAN
Managing Editor

(Editor's Note:—Members are requested to mail

letters direct to Mr. Sherman.)

IRON FIREMAN COMPETITION

The Iron Tireman Mfg. Co. is launching an archi-
tectural prize contest, sponsored by Pencil Point,
a leading magazine of those interested in the var-
ious phases of architecture,

The Iron Fireman Mfg. Co. realizes that the
possibilities of reaching that part of the American
public who are interested in new home construction
are better through the architectural profession.

So in recognition of such, they are offering 28
prizes, totaling over $3,000.00—for the best design
incorporating an Iron Fireman Automatic Coal
Burner in a home,

All members of the local organization, Ernst
Combustion Engineering Co., 51 Temple, Randolph
1277, who handle the Iron Fireman Automatiec Coal
Burner, are more than willing to cooperate with
local architects in making any suggestions neces-

sary. CARL E. CARLSON.

MUrray 3697 CAdillac 4041
172 N. Drexel Ave. 5 W. Larnsd, 5th Floer

MABEL NEUMEYER

PUBLIC STENOGRAPHER
NOTARY PUBLIC

Specializing in Architectural Work
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADERSHIP

From Address of President Thomas R. Kimball, to
the 53rd Convention of the A. 1. A.

“Let us keep in mind the fact that while The
American Institute of Architects is still far from
being numerically representative of the profession,
it has from its birth furnished to the profession the
ideals and examples after which the architectural
practice of this country has been patterned, and
has always been the court of last resort before
whose bar all its serious and most important ques-
tions have been decided. Wherefore, in assuming
for the Institute the credit of such leadership, we
are debarred from disclaiming our share of the
blame, where blame exists, for conditions that are
not consistent with what should be present-day
architectural heritage.”

Your co-operation in Architects’ Reports will be
appreciated by The Bulletin. It is our policy not
to urge members to give out reports before they
want them released. What we do ask is that you
give your own publication the same opportunity
that you give to others,

Several architects have voluntarily mailed in re-
ports. This is especially appreciated, particularly
from those outside Detroit, whom we do not contact
regularly by telephone—Thank you.

A Spring Brenze, Twe Member Interiecking Weatherstrip For Yowr
D. H. Woed Windews At Ne Greater Cest Thanm
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WE HAVE A WONDERFUL ADIUSTABLE WEATHERSTRIP
FOR STEEL WINDOWS

SAGER METAL WEATHERSTRIP
AND CAULKING CO.

1926 DREXEL AVE. LEnex 1530 DETROIT, MICH.
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KELVINATOR
MODELS

Regardless of the requirements of type, size
or price, you will find a Kelvinator model
that exactly fits every job—from the finest
mansion to the smallest apariment. Without
abligation, we will gladly work with you on
your domestic refrigeration and air condition-
ing problems.

KELVINATOR CORPORATION

Factory Bransh

West Grand Boulevard at Hamilton
DETROIT, MICHIGAN TEL. MADISON 8844

PEERLESS
MORTAR
CEMENT

Obviously unit ma-
sonry walls can be
no stronger than
the mortar.

Peerless Cement Corporation
FREE PRESS BLDG.
DETROIT
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Portable Room Cooler
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A completely self-contained room cooler re-
quiring only n water connection and a plug-in
electrical commection to place it In operation.
It cools, dehumidifies, and circulates the air.
It is equipped with large, diameéter concealed
wheels so that it can he moved from room to
room. Modern architectural design, dull satin
walnut finish, quiet operation.

Air Conditioning Corporation

6150 Second Blvd. MAdison 1450




