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1995 departing at 10:00 
10:30 a.m,, and 

(S40.00,

the complete series, 

information, call I-ACMA Ticket 

sales, (213) 857-6010.

Hor moreWednesday, Jan. 24
5:45 p.nx.- Professional Practice 

Committee 

6:00 p.m.

Practice Committee 
8:00 p.m. - SCI-Arc Lc'cturc 

Series (free)

a.m.,
11:00
S30.00 members.)
For information call

SAH/SCC at (800) 9-SAH- 

5CC.

Janua a.m.

International
Architecture and 
Culture on Central 
Ave.Wednesday, Jan. 17

7:30 a.m. - LA Architect 

Hditorial 

5:45 p.m. - MicroFirm Bu.sines.s 

Committee
8:00 p.m. - SCI-Arc l.ecture 

Series (free)

All meetings will be held in the 

PDC Blue Board Room, unlcs.s 

otherwise noted. * Contact the 

Office at 310.785.1809 to verify 

me«'tin^ and locations.

Board The Society of Architectural 

Historian.s, Southern California 

Chapter (SAH/SCC), the 
National Organization of 

Minority Architects, Los 
Angeles (NOMA LA), and the 

Lt>s
Angeles Conservancy are joining 
forces to present “.Avenues, Arts 
and .Architecture of South 
Centra) Lo.s Angeles.” 
Originally organized by Ron 
Lewis and the Lo.s Angeles 

Conservancy, this bus lour gives 
a detailed history of the archi­

tectural and cultural significance 
of this communitv .starting From 
the Biddy Mason Wall and Park 

downtown and winds south to 
include projects such as the 

Dunbar Hotel by 
Williams and recent mixed-use 
projects by Michaele Pride- 

Wells, AJA of re; Architecture. 

The
Symposium, held in conjunction 
with the bus tour will highlight 
the development of Central 

Ave. from its hevdav to the pre­

sent.

Classifieds
monday, Jan. 29
5:30 p.m. - Interior Dc.sign 

.Auction *
The City of Monterey

Park is seeking candidates 

for three vacancies on the 

Design Review Bctard. 

Candidates must be cither 

architect.s, urban planners, 

civil engineers, landscape archi­

tects and residents of the rity, 

or a person operating a business 

In the city. For applications, 

call the City Clerk’s office at 

(818) 307-1359.

tuesday, Jan. 30thursday, Jan. 4
6:30 p.m. - Urban Design thursday, Jan. 1 8

3:(X) p,m. - Health 

Committee 

5:00 p.m.

Knvironment *

AIA Accent on Architecture

Wednesday, Jan. 31
8:00 p.m. • SCI-Arc Lecture 

Series (free)

monday, Jan. 8
12:00 p.m. IjA Architect 

ExCom, Cbs^ter Office 

5:30 p.m. - Interior Design 

.Auction *

Committee on the

frlday, Jan. 19
AIA/CC Executive Committee,

SAVE THE DATESacramento
tuesday, Jan. 9
6:30 p.m. - Associates Masters of 

Architecture
Project Manager. National 
firm specializing in due diligence 

and amstruction monitoring (no 

design) seeks licensed architect 

or P.E. with exten.sive field 

experience. Good writing skills 

a mu.st. Fax resume; (818) S48- 

0355.

Saturday, Jan. 20
10:00 a.m. “Good Design, Good 

Business” Lecture Series, Edward 

R. NUes’ Office: 29350 PCH, 

#9, Malibu

Paul R.
Wednesday, Jan. 10
6:00 p.m. - AFLA AIA/LA and Los Artels County 

Museum of Art present tlw 

Masters of Architecture lecture 

series this Spring at ffic Los 

•Angeles County Museum of Art. 

Featured .spcaker.s include Pano.s 

Koulcrmos, RIBA, ALA, Pierre 

Koenig. FAIA, Peta- Eisenman, 
FAIA, and john M. Johan-sen, 

FAIA. Thom Mavne kicks off 

the .series with the first lecture 

set for Februarv, 8 19%, 6:30 

p.m. at the Museum’s Bing 

Theatre, 5905 Wilshire 

Boulevard. Tickets are available 

for the individual lectures or for

Central Avenuethursday, Jan. 11
5:15 p.m. - Codes, Ch^ter 

Office
monday, Jan. 22
5:30 p.m. - Interior Design 

Auction *
6:30 p.m. - Home Tour 

Committee
Saturday, Jan. 13
6:00 p.m. - AIA/LA Installation 

(Sec “1996 Installation", page 1, 

for details)

R.M. Schindler Hiiltop 

Residence for lease by original 

owners. Overlooking Silver 

I.akr, and West Los Angeles. 2 

be.droom, 2 bath with 2 studios 

and basement. (310) 821-7184

The Central Ave. Svmposium is 
scheduled for Sunday, February 
4, 1996 at 2:00 p.m. at the 

Dunbar Hotel. (SIO.OO, S5.00 

members.) The Avenues, Arts 
and Architecture bus tour will 

take place Sunday, Februarv 11,

tuesday, Jan. 23
4:00 p.m. - EXCOM, Chapter 

Office

6:00 p.m. - Interiors Committee, 

Universal Contract Interiors;
1212 S. Flowc*r, 5th Floor

monday, Jan. 15
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

Office clased

Art in the Workplace: Frederick 
Fisher Exhibit

Are You Concerned About the $$$$
You Spend on

Workers' Compensation Insurance?

The DPSA Group Workers’ Compensation Plan may 
save you money with its potential to pay dividends if 
claims and expenses are less than premiums!! 
DPSA’s record speaks for itself... over 30% of premi­
ums have been paid as dividends on average over the 
last 14 years! I

The ONLY Workers’ Compensation Program en­
dorsed by the AIA Cslifomis Counclt insurance 
Trustees. If interested, also ask about the AlACC- 
endorsed Group Life arid Health Insurance and Office 
Package/General Liability Insurance policies.

monograph, Frederick Fisher at an open 
reception on Tue.vday, January 16 at 5:30 
at the lobbv of the Los Angeles Area 

Chamber of Commerce building, 350 S. 
Bixel in l.os Angeles. The exhibit runs 

From January 9 - February 2 in the LAJCC 
office adjacent to the lobbv. For additional 

information, contact Bruce Schaaf at (818)

551 7282.
(See critique of Frederick Fisher bv MiebaeJ 

Webb, pige 4)

The Art in the Workplace Committee of 

the Los .Angeles Junior Chamber of 
Commerce (LAJCC) presents an exhibit of 

drawings and models by Frederick Fisher 
& Partners. .Architects. Fisher, who also 

served as visiting professor at the Harvard’.s 

Graduate School of Design, has been twice 
named in Architectural Digest magazine’s 

“The AD 100 Architects." Fisher will 
speak on the subject of art in the work­

place as well as sign copies of his new

For ”One-Stop Shopping* please contact Lee Skillman 
at AA&C by calling toll free 1-800-854-0491, Lee can 
also provide your firm with a quote for Prof^ional 
Liability lnsuj;2uice.

■ TWO INDUSTRY I LEADERS MERGE 
I TO PROVIDE 
I PROFESSIONAL 
I LIABILITY 
INSURANCE AND 

SERVE ALL YOUR 
INSURANCE NEEDS

CROWELL
INSCKANCE AGENCYAA&C, Putting People First

Architectural Metal Arts 
And Signage

LETTERS - LOGOS - SIGN SYSTEMS 714/553-3301
213/620-1775

3D Fabrication & Precision Cutouts Laser & Waierjet 

ALUMINUM - BRASS - BRONZE - SIAINLESS STEE- COPPER - PLASTIC - FOAM etc

TEL: (310) 39B>6292 • FAX: (310)398-6293
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ROBERT CORNELL & ASSOCIATES, INC

AWARD WINNING
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

ARCHITECTURAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
& DESIGN

/aNEED HELP 
FAST?

Robert Cornell
RICHARD J. LEVY. AJA. APA 
1015 N, Kings Road 
Suite 115
Los Angeles. CA 90069
ai3) 654-0335

your sourc* ft>rp«r-prq/«cf profts$iona/s;
■ »nhlt9cts
■ spMe* pltinnwrs ■ pmj*et managers
■ drattara, caddandmanual
■ ancfotttartmmbanofthadoalgn/ 

production taam.

(310) 842-8015 
Fax (310) 842-8018 

License #487085

8780 National Blvd. 
Suite 222
Culver City, CA 90232

■ intariordasignart

Fine Art Quality PhotographyArchitectural Staffing, Inc.
2S01 CHERRY AVE.. STE. 303 

LONG BEACH, CA 90806 
PH.310/86S-5S50 FAX 310/989-5553 

MEMBER: AIA, ASIO

•Historicd •Site & VtckrtHy 
•Presefvatton *1000150000 

•Real Estate

•Architecture 
•Interiors
•CoTistructton •Modete 
•HABS/HAER •Rertderinos •Docurnentotlon

Jacobus 8t Yuang, Inc. MBE/DBE Available 

ICiltrant, lACMTA, 

City of LAIConitrucilon Contultantt
For Use In

•Pi4>Hcations •Displays 
•Brochures •Archives
•Restoration •Drawings

•PoftfoUo/Slldes 
•Design Awarcb 
•Adaptive Reuse

Cobus Malan & Steve Hsieh
Principala aach have 20 years related experience!

PROFIT EYE OF THE PRACTICING ARCHITECT 
EXPERIENCE OF THE VISUAL IMAGE MAKER Cost Estimating • Value Engirteering - Schedulirtg

FROM OVER A 520 So. Grand Avenue. Suite 360, Los Angeles. CA 90071 
Td (213)668-1341 Fax (213) 668-1342

Would you like to... One Of A Kind. Document Imaging, Archiving and Indexing 
CAD Conversion of Construciion Drawings 

Computerized Facility Management 
Contract Drafting and Training

Have more design time and 
reduce production effort? 
Boost your profit?
Increase client satisfaction?

Let us help you reach the next 
level of productivity.

Ill I III
HOLST CAD CONYEiSION, SCANNING AND IMAGING SPECIALISTSFree initial consultation. M R L> T t-i fL H S

Df C441 COMTiACfO I S Glendale, CA 91205 
Fax: (818)551-0321

AECS. Inc. 416 East Broadway, Suite 107 
Tel: (818)551-9668Call 310-204-1338 22135 Fscilic Csasi Hijhwor Suite A Molibu Co 90265 / Tel 3I0-4S6-2563 Fti. 3I0-456-2665

Valtierra & Associates
Computer Consulting

CAD-Documenl ManagemenfProgramming

Group DeVille SMALL ARCHITECTURE + INTERIORS 
PRACTICE FOR SALE.
PRINQPAL WISHES TO MERGE WITH 
FIRM FOR 6-12 MONTHS WITH INTENT 
TO PHASE OUT OF PRACTICE.
SPECIALIZES IN FOOD SERVICE AND 
COMM'L INTRS. AWARD VANNING.
V^ITE TO: ARCHITEQ

6460 aADE AVENUE, CANOGA PARK 91303

Title 24 Energy Specialists Since 1981
Residential and Commercial

We provide design sensitive, cost effective 
solutions for energy code compliance

Prompt turn-around, reasonable rates

There's something 
almost every engineer 
has trouble building.

A strong relationship 
with an architect.

(310) 829-2738 
(800) 995-5662 

Fax (310)453-0869

Douglass C. Taber, Architect 
921-C 16th Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90403

Have you ever wanted to 
establish a great working 

relationship with engineers 
you can count on? At ME^.

that’s the only kind of 
relationship we build. Call us 

for Mechanical, Electrical, 
Plumbing, & Structural.

U MIRADA. CA 90638 
FAX- (714) 739-0983

14800 BEACH BLVD. 
(714) 739-0981SYSCON TECHNOLOGY.INC.

CAD SYSTEMS FOR ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS S DESIGNERS
COMPUTER IPGRADE5 

LASER PRINTERS 
SCANNERS 
DIGHIZERS 
tCTMQRKS

PLOTTERS:
MUTOH - SAI.es/SERVICE 
HENLETT PACKARD 
CALCOFP 
HOUSTON

CAD SOFTHAFE:
POINT Lire
DATACAD
CAOKEY

ON-SITE TRAININGME- 310.474.4790
Engineers for Architects

UNIVERSAL
AEFAO6RAPHICS 
iNCOKPOAATED 

2706 WBMn Bovhvard • lol CA 90067

Yoke: (210) 36S-7750 
Fox: (213) 369-2602 

669 Modem; (213) 360-7902
Free Communlcarrlons Sofrwore

Upcoming Events for the Gas Company's

Hnt-rgv Resource Center 
9240 hirestone Blvd,, Downev

Save Money: Learn Dayllghting Strategies Through a Three-Part ERC 
Seminar Series

11 lo«otiens re Serve You Concepts And Strati-gies of Daylightin 
The properties ot natural <lavlighting can provide significant reduction.^ of utility costs 

as well create an efficient work environment.

J.in. 51 Onlv S45

Diozo Services 
Erigineerfng Xerox 

Photography (ArchBecrurol) 
Xerox Docuie^ (Diglrol Loser Copier) 

Digiroi Color Copying 
Fodliries Monogement 

Digiroi Sconnlng/Archivlng 
CAD Plotring 

pick-up 6 Delfvery 
Blueprinting 
Spec. Books 

Proposals 
Manuob 

Newsletrers 
Dindery 

Lominoring

Feb. 14 Simulating Davlighting with Physical Models 
Learn how to use the architectural nunlel vou are already building to verify and test dif­
ferent davlighting techniques, (fees; S55) Daylighting series Part II

Onlv S35

Feb. 28 

Onlv $35
Lighting and Controls for Davlight Harvesting

diom«f«r, the THIRD HAND con b« roMtd 
ond sforod oosily »n yovt bfiofcoi* or pockol

CtfSTOffliXO ih yOur c pony logo lor promof

Accurately predicting energy savings and properly matching sensors with the control 

system can make or break a project's viability.
Marc Schiller, Professor, University of Southern CaliforniaPresenter: 

Time:
j. Grab

1 - 4 P.M.
Fu6t Toraaroond • Op«n 24 Hourf .



Downtown Culver City 
Makes Committment to 
Planning and Community 
Involvement

>
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New Town Square (Culver Hotel in background)

AfltT this point, the city reaffirmed its com­

mitment to planning.
As a result of the charettc and the earli­

er plan, the Citv anti its Redevelopment 
Agentv acquired and cleared land and 

implemented projecta including;
• the Watseka Parking Garage, which 

would hold up to 325 cars,
• the Meralta Building, a courtyard office 

building with 35,000 sq. ft. of office space,
• the renovation of Ivy Substation and 
Media Park, the historic regional trolley 

system,
• the new City Hall Building*, and

• the new Fire Station No. 1.

and CulverWashingtonreclaimed bv the Citv to redirect and 
improve the traffic How through this busy 

retail development.
Jefferson Blvd. is the much touted Havden 

Track, home of the marriage of Eric Owen 

Moss, architect and Samitaur Constructs, 
developers, whose partnership is responsible 
for projects that have come to be synony­
mous with Culver City Redevelopment. Of 
the many planning projects throughout the 

citv. Downtown is bv far the most ambi­

tious undertaking for the sheer concentra­

tion of events, including new con.struction, 
historic renovation, public art, streetscapes, 
and community partnership that are tran.s- 
forming a ho-hum clu.ster of disparate and 
aging buildings into a vibrant pedestrian

community.
In 1991, members of the Redevelopment 

Agency Board, RDA, City Staff, and more 
than 100 residents participated in a charette 

to determine a vision for the downtown 

area that included economic development, 

land use and design. The charette con­
firmed that the downtown area was suffer­
ing from visual blight, and lack of a focal 

point, built or implied, Rich explained that 
prior to the charettc, sites outside of the 

downtown area were being considered for 

the location of the new Citv Hall, a move 
that would certainly have undermined any 
attempt to unify the area. Lack of adequate 
parking for shop patrons stifled business

growth.
Boulcvard.s, which intersected to create an

ew cities in Southern California

F
can boast of their redevelopment 

and urban planning programs 
like Culver City. Culver City 
takes seriously the commitment

“X” reminiscent of the grandeur of 
Manhattan’s Times Square, were much 
wider than necessary to handle traffic flow 

and were not only confusing, but were sac­
rificing pedestrian sidewalks as well.

The findings of the charettc expressed a 

desire to promote pedestrian traffic, not to 
the extent of a Universal CilvWalk or Third 

Street Promenade, but comparable to the 
carefree city centers of the pa.st. This mod­
ern “Mayberry” would have outdoor plazas 

with public art, outdoor dining, green 
spaces and could support open-air markets 

and specialty shops. Coincidentally, in 
1990 Sony Pictures bought the Culver 
Studios, MGM Studios and Filmland prop­
erties with an interest in similarly redevel­

oping the aging city and began its own 

beautification and construction program in 

concert with the city's.
Culver Citv was once home to cinematic 

giant.s such as Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Cecil 
B. DeMille and Desilu Productions, which

Further still on

to community involvement and has made it 
According to Miriam Mack, 

Redevelopment Administrator of the Culver 

City Redevelopment Agency, Culver City 
has a population of approximately 40,000 
residents who are culturally diverse, well 
educated, politically aware and proud of 

their community. These community mem­
bers aren’t timid about participating in the 
process of government, including redevel- 

Deborah L. Rich, Deputy

work.

opment.
Community Development Director, admits 
that at times, the participation is stifling,

The most impressive undertaking is the 
transformation of the intersection of 
Washington and Culver Boulevards. Traffic 

successfully redirected to reclaim side­
walks and establish plazas and outdoor din- 

set forth in the charette. The

but neither Rich nor the Citv harbor anv
wasdesire to restrict the community’s acce.ss to 

the process. As Mack .stated, “In a city thi.s 

size, everyone is accessible.”
Culver City’s planning and redevelop­

ment projects aren’t timid either. They 

recently completed a new shopping center 
which is home to Circuit Citv and Office 
Depot as well as a Buick dealership on the 
formerly underutilized “Kite Site” at 

Sepulveda Blvd. and Slauson Ave. Across 
from this site, a large residential communi­
ty has been built. Further up Sepulveda 
Blvd. at Jefferson Blvd., portions of the old 
Studio Drive-in movie theater have been

mg areas, as 

new
Culver Hotel succe.sfully connects buildings 

previously jumbled by the awkward inter­

section. The inclusion of several commis-

streetscaping around the historic

produced such films as Ben Hur, Gone With 
the Wind, and the Wizard of Oz. .After 

World War II, Culver City was often 
referred to as “Boom Town USA.” but the

the

sioned public art pieces is a fitting 

testament that Culver City’s commitment to 
planning and community involvement has 

accomplished its goals. RDMcontinued growth eventually wore on 
downtown area. As early as 
als were being made to create a Town 
Center in an effort to revitalize the area.

1976, propos-
* See LA Architect, September 1995, page 

3; “Critique

• f-
A/tec Lansing

AUDIOVISIONS. Inc.
AMXsrECRiTING QESICN *ND rECHNOLOCV

Audio Access

B&WCSS AUDiOVISIONS, Inc. specializes in engineering, installation and integration ol electronic systems in residential and 
commercial environments. We provide a turnkey solution from project conception, engineering and installation to after Carver

include:sale service and support. Our services DirecTV

Lucasfilm THX* home theater HK Citation

Multi-room audio and video Infinity
Multi-zone, multi-scene lighting control

JBL
Automated custom control systems

LutronProjection video and data display
McIntoshVideoconferencing and communications

Boardroom and training facilities Mitsubishi
•V.

Command and control facilities M&K

Our People Bunco

Electrical and mechanical engineers form the nucleus of our creative design team. Our CEDI A trained and THX certified installers 
are perfectionists and true artisans. We pay attention to the little details. Like your needs. Your budget. And your schedule.

NHT

Onkyo
$ $

Panasonic
What sets us apart is the originality of our designs, and the meticulous production

Sonanceand care that goes into every detail. For those with grand ambitions, our wealth
of experience qualifies us to design and install systems of any magnitude Soundstream
imaginable. For those with a craving for quality on a limited budget, our

. Sonyfs. resourcefulness and creativity uniquely positions us to create affordable sys-’.tS.**

•-4^ Stewartterns of lasting value.
Experience the convenience, simplicity and performance of an AUDiOViSlONS

Triad
system, A system that fits your lifestyle, taste and budget.

Yamaha

- 714-753-0503• CALIFORNIA « 92718SUITE 8107 • IRVINE15375 BARRANCA PARKWAY •

'A',>-<V ■py.
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NEW MEMBERS
oping a plan for implementa­
tion. They also typically 
request realistic finished ren­
derings in early design phases 
as well as the 3D CADD fly 
throughs made possible by 
today's computer technology.

Although Asian nations 
have a different sense of urban 
scale and density, many devel­
opers welcome the introduction 
of Western planning concepts 
and ideas tailored to local con­
ditions. Part of this appeal is 
due to the American lifestyle as 
romanticized in television and 
film, and part to the fact that a 
foreign architect brings a level 
of expertise that lends stature to 
a project. This presents 
American firms with the oppor­
tunity to play an integral part in 
the development of complex 
urban design projects and 
planned communities that will 
serve rapidly urbanizing popu­
lations for decades to come.

Within the Asian 
region, there remains a strong 
desire for freshness and designs 
that offer something new. With 
economic maturity, we are also 
seeing a rise in nationalism that 
translates in a design sense to 
regionalism. The sources of this 
regionalism may come from an 
appropriate design response to 
climate, available building 
materials and technology, and 
social-cultural factors that deal 
with lifestyle-and even supersti­
tions exemplified by feng shui.

With 3.4 billion peo­
ple. accounting for 60*^ of the 
world's population. Asia is a 
dynamic market with a desire to 
improve both quality of life and 
modern stature. The strong link 
that
architectural/planning firms 
have forged with clients within 
the region offers the opportuni­
ty to expand our own cultural 
horizon and experiences-to rec­
ognize and work with cultural 
differences, and to gain knowl­
edge in a positive, interactive 
way. Urban sprawl, traffic con­
gestion, environmental issues 
and lack of affordable housing 
are universal concerns. 
Regionalism offers appropriate 
solutions to specific situations 
and may open our minds to bet­
ter solutions elsewhere.

United States, 
development initially occurred 
within major metropolitan 
areas, attention has now shifted 
to new suburban and satellite 
communities. These planned 
new developments are seen 
both as the solution to overly 
congested cities and as an alter­
native. affordable housing 
option for a growing middle

While new government policy throughout 
Asia, in most instances their 
implementation is left to the 
private sector. As with any 
business venture, economic 
success is central to the private 
enterprise partnerships that are 
behind developments ranging 
from major land reclamation 
projects in Japan and the 
Philippines to multi-use inte-

Community 
Planning in 
Asia

AIA
Michael Monaldo 
Malkiat S. Sidhu 
Nathan B. Chorr\’
Kevan Lvnd
HwaHong Nonchi WangThe Pacific Rim is certain to 

remain the global center of eco­
nomic growth for the next 
decade. Private enterprise is 
optimi.stic about the future, and

Associates 
Lisa W. Yan 
Barry U. Talley 
Greg Fowler

Professional Affiliates 
Mark Shear 
ABC Letter Art 
Steve Phipps 
Integral
David R. Blanke 
So. Calif. Gas Co. 
Ronald B. Mclued 
Rolf jen.son & A.s.soc. 
Samuel R. Ramirez

ConstructionTurner
Co.

Student
Elizabeth da Silva

grated developments in China. 
And. while environmental con­
cerns may be voiced, sustain­
able development in most areas 
equates to a balance between 
economics and the environ­
ment. Developers place the 
greatest emphasis on a com­
pelling development concept 
that also has a workable budget 
and reasonable operational 
costs.
American approach which typi­
cally follows a logical sequen­
tial process, Asian developers 
lend to look at the “big picture" 
first-visualizing the design 
product up front, prior to devel-

class market. The governments 
of Indonesia. Malaysia and 
Thailand have recently focused 
on planned satellite communi­
ties in an effort to help check 
the uncontrolled growth that 
threatens the quality of life in 
Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur and 
Bangkok. Malaysia is so com­
mitted to the effort that officials

governments within the region 
are generally pro-growth and 
pro business. The region’s 
growing political stability, 
entrepreneurial leadership, 
plentiful labor force of intelli­
gent, industrious and inexpen­
sive workers, influx of foreign 
investment and an emerging 
middle class population base 
are all helping to drive the eco­
nomic boom.

are planning to relocate the 
national government to the new 
satellite community Putrajaya- 
located between Kuala Lumpur 
and the proposed international 
airport.

In contrast to the
Despite the varied 

colonial pasts of many Asian 
countries, their developmental 
patterns, in many respects, 
closely mirror those of the

U.S.many

Although satellite com­
munities have become a pan of

Robert D. Smith, AIA. APA is 
Vice President & Director of 
Planninfi and Urban Design at 
RTKL Associates, Inc.

Architects' own office building. A. Quincy Jones ar\d Frederick E. Emmons architects and site planners
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considercci, But thi- simpli* point is 
that I must be “on line". Which 

brings me to the issue of The 

Virtual Office.

year the ARE will be offered in the 

current pencil and paper format, 
Beginning February 1997, the ARE 

will be administered solely bv com­
puter. Thinking of taking the writ­

ten portions this June and graphics 

in December? Think again. After 
the June 1996 exam, there will not 

be another opportunity to take the 
exam until the computerized yer- 

sion debuts in 1997. Any candi­

date who has not pas.scd the two 
components of the Division B: Site 

Design by June 1996 will have to 
prepare for a new .single exam ver­
sion. Stressed? Well lest you 

think the NCARB has lost all 

ol compas.sion, they added 30 min­

utes to the Divi.sion B: Site De.sign 
portion of the exam in June 1995.

design he considers a “kick in the 

head." He goes on further, “The 
design by (partners Steve Lott and 

Roland Wiley. AIA NOMA) 
in.spircs all sorts of descriptive 
cliches— post-minimalist, mondo 

blendo, and all that.” (Los Angeles 
Reader, December 8,1995) Who 
says architecture isn’t reaching the 

mainstream?

EssayProduction Editor 

A & 0 Marketing Group

Michael Hricak, AIAMarketing Director 

Lisa Pound What does it mean to work under 
the .supervision of a licenst'd archi­

tect? Does a link via modem count? 

Ls teleconferencing as effective in 
developing skills as sharing the 
same physical space?

Monitors. Headphones and The 

Village Pump:
Overheard Information and Tribal 

Wisdom in the Making of an 
Architect

818.884.2909

Accountant

Usa Pound 

818.884.2909 Barton Myers 
Keynote Speaker
Barton Mvers, FAIA, FRAIC, pre­
sented the keynote address at a 

two-day conference on Theatre 

Architecture: Future Directions, an 
exploration of architecture for the 
performing arts held in New York 

City this past December 8 and 9, 

1995. Myers is architect of the 
Portland Center for the Performing 

Arts in Oregon, the New Jersey 
Performing Art.s Center, and the 
versatile Cerrito.s Center for 

Performing Arts. The conference 
was attended bv architects, theatre 
consultants and acousticians and 

examineil how architecture defint's 

performance halls and theaters as 
well as its impacts on urban plan­

ning.

As office planning in the 70’s and 
80’s moved towards greater effi­

ciency in terin.s of the u.se of space 
and the individual's ninvemenl 

through these thoughtfully planned 
work places, a re<l Hag was raised 

as to the danger of eliminating 
what I will call “the chance 

encounter”. A lew enlighteneil 

clients and designers .saw the bene­
fit and the need for persons work 

ing in a shared environment, but 
often on different projects and/or 

tasks, to “bump into” each other. 

Through these unplanned meetings, 
at a distance from the immediate 

task at hand, we are .somehow bel­
ter able to explore possibilities, 

gather new data and, perhaps 

because of the unstructured nature 
of the exchange, often arrive at 

solutions easier than in a formal 
working session.

Much of what I know from mv 
apprenticeship is based on over- 

hoard information, boss talking 
to a dilMcult client on the phone, 

a project architect handling a crisis 
with a site superinlemlent, a job 

captain motivating a team a bit 
behind on the schedule. This is not 

hard information. It’s tone of 

voice, a balance ol speaking and lis­
tening, a combination ol admoni­

tion and encouragement. I can't get 
that from text or images on a mon­

itor. It’s the stuff that no one will 
actually sit you clown and teach 
vou. It’s the answers to questions 

that I did not know to a.sk. No 

headphones.

Contributors 

Aaron Betsky, 

Barbara Lamprecht, 

Michael Webb
sense

LA Architect 
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Subscriptions: 
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LA Architect welcomes 

your contributions. All

Places in the 
Public Realm
.MA Orange Countv is planning a 
two-dav event in Spring 1996 to 
celebrate successlul public places 

and explore the ideals and process­

es that make the spaces work. The 

lessons learned will be shared with 
design professionals as well as citv 
and countv officials. Those inter­

ested in learning more about this 

symposium, or who are interested 
in nominating a public space in the 

Orange Countv area should call the 
Orange Countv Chapter at (714) 
557-7796 for additional informa­

tion.

Committee
News Jerde Lights Up Las 

Vegas
inquiries regarding adver­

tisements SHOULD be One model for this spontaneous 

exchange of information and opin­

ion is that of the “village pump". 
Briefly, in countless cultures in 

.simpler times vou could .stay con­

nected with the life events and 

activities 
through the ordinary dailv chore of 

visiting the village water 

Here vou come in contact with a 
combination of rumors, gossip, 
hard facts, opinions and exaggora- 

lion.s. It’s a messv, spontaneou.s, 
unplanned, perhaps inefficient wav 

to gather inlormation. In short, you 

receive answers to questions you 
did not know or care to ask.

The LA Architect Fditorial Board 
invites the .MA/LA Board of 

Directors and interested Chapter 

members to join us in a Round 
Table Dis».-u.s.sion Tuesday, February 

6, 1996 at 4:00-5:30 p.m. at the 
Chapter Olfice to discuss the for 

mat and content of the publication.

RSVP B10.785.I813

Commissioned to bring sophistica­

tion back to the aging downtown 
district ol Las Vegas, Los .Angeles 

based architect Jon jerde, F.ALA and 
his Nevada Office, jPl/Nevada, 

designed a linear pedestrian theatre 
along Fremont Street replete with 

2.1 million tights and a 540,000- 

watt sound system. A space frame 

125 feet wide and 90 feet high cov­
ers the street enveloping pedestri­
ans in an outdoor theatre complete 

with the world’s largest compuler- 

generated animation and extraordi­

nary sound quality. The now urban 
arch is not only successful in bring­
ing back the glitter, but also thou­

sands of spectators, to the almost 

forgotten downtown Vegas.

ADDRESSED TO THE

Marketing Director. 

Editorial submissions and

PRESS RELEASES SHOULD BE

ADDRESSED TO THE EDITOR
of vour community

AND RECEIVED FOUR WEEKS

People and 
Projects

well.PRIOR TO PUBLICATION DATE.

LA Architect does not

GUARANTEE ALL ITEMS SUBMIT-

News from 
the CBAE

TED WILL BE PUBLISHED.

Except where noted, the Kudos to ZGF
Zimmer Gunsul Frasca Parim i'liip 
(ZGF) has been .selected as a recip­
ient of a Merit Award from the 

AIA Cabrillo Chapter 199.5 Biennial 

Design Awards jury for the renova­
tion and addition to the Peninsula 
Library in Palos Verdes. Originally 

designed bv architect Quincy Jones 

in the 1960’s, the addition, which 
doubled the size of the building 

was commended for its qualities of 
light, color, space and sequence. 

Good Taste to RAW .Architeclure

OPINIONS STATED ARE THOSE

OF THE AUTHORS ONLY AND DO

Governor Wilson signed a new law 
which prohibits architects from 

commencing anv architectural ser­

vices with a client without first 
having a written contract in place. 
The Assemblv Bill 969 goes into 

effect January 1, 1996 and was co­
sponsored bv the California Board 

of Architectural Examiners (CBAE) 
and the American Institute of 

Architects, California Council 

(AIACC) “to protect consumers 
enhancing the professional stan­

dards of the arc-hitectural profe.ssion 
in Calilornia." (The Examiner, 
California Board of Architectural 
Examiners, Fall 1995)
The ARE: A Thing of the Past? 
Hardly, but 1996 will be the last

NOT REFLECT THE POSITION OF

EITHER THE AIA OR THE LA 
Chapter. The api^arance The making of anv professional is 

a combination of learning in an aca­
demic setting, a training period 
under the watchful eye of an expe­

rienced and skilled practitioner, 

and the constant maintenance of 

expertise through continued study 
and inquiry. Although our office is 
as digitally hip as anyone, 1 have a 
real concern for the future 

exchange of anecdotal and experi­

ential information. I am quite 
aware that I can “log on” and cur­
rently share with thou.sands of indi­
viduals, and potentially come into 
contact with cross cultural points 
of view that I would not have even

OF NAMES AND PICTURES OF

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES, IN jerde, architect of Universal 

CityWalk, Horton Plaza in San 

Diego, and Minnesota’s Mall of 
America, the nations largest mall, 

is known for hi.s spectacular pedes­
trian “villages", but even Jerde him­

self is overwhelmed bv the 

magnificence of it alt. As stated in 
a recent article by Times Staff 
Writer Tom Gorman (.Saturday, 
December 2, 1995 Lo.s Angles 
Times,) he is quoted a.s saying, 
“This is the damnedest project 1 
ever did.”

EITHER EDITORIAL, ADVERTIS­

ING. OR INSERTS, DOES NOT

CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENT BY

EITHER THE AIA OR THE LA
Chapter. 

LA Architect is published 

MONTHLY EXCEPT FOR AUGUST 

BY THE Los Angeles 

Chapter, 

American Institute of 

Architects

by
•Merrill Shimller, noted restaurant 

critic, ventured into new territory 
recently in a review of the new 

restaurant, fusion at pdc, for Los 
.Angele.s Reader. The food critic 
became architecture critic as he 

lauded Raw Architecture for a
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