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A neon sign for a motel on Route 66 In New Mexico, featured In 'Gas, Food. Lodging,' an exhibition of neon road signs 

from 1920 through World War II, at the Community Focus Gallery at 395 Santa Monica Place. The show runs from November 

6 to January 10.

• 8 am-5 pm; Committee on dw 
Envvonment-AL\ National @

Exclusive for the members of The L.A./A.I.A.
archT*

No Points, No Fees Refinance* 
$500.00 Coupon For Purchase Loans 
Free Credit Report
‘Bawd apMi qaatiAcMiM.

t

Architectural Software for AutoCAD*

Realize time savings, increased productivity, 
and outstanding value.

' Siupon your architectural iJesign process.
> Create production drawings and design visuaftzafions.
* Uses industry standard layering form^ or create your own.
• ARCHT comes with over 2,100 pre-defined blocks in plan, eievation. and 3D. 
« On-line help, mvruais and tutorials.

Real Estate Mortgage Exchange, Inc.
525 West Broadway, Suite 420 *Giendale, California 91204

800/451-LOAN ♦ 818/507-0077
Lisa Carletto, Vice President, Western Region Marketing

6601 NETSthCourtA-8 -Portland.Oregon97218 USA
80CM58-0690 / 503-252-3230 / Fax 503-252-3668 / PHOTOGRAPHIC

rC. V SERVICES
ONCE

Subscribe to L.A. Architect the acclaimed review of L. A. architec
ture, urban design and current events, published monthly. For only 
$30 domestic and $48 international. Send a check to: L.A. Architect 
* AlA/LA * Pacific Design Center * 8687 Melrose Avenue » Suite M3 * 
LosAngeles.CA 90069 'Phone: 310*785*1813 * Fax: 310*785*1814

irdiitectural photography - graphic design & praseotatioi - 4 color press printing
end BverYthing in between
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Group DeVilleROBERT CORNELL & ASSOCIATES, INC.
AWARD WINNING

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & CONSTRUCFIONPROFIT Title 24 Energy Speciaiiets Since 1981
Residential and Commercial
We provide design sensitive, cost elective 
solutions for energy code compliance

Prompt turn-around, reasonable rates

FROM OVER A Robert Cornell

(310) 842-8015 
Fax (310) 842-8018 

License #487085

8780 National Blvd. 
Suite 222
Culver City, CA 90232

Would you like to (310) 029-2738 
(800) 995-5662 

Fax (310) 453-0869

Douglass C. Taber. Architect 
921-C 16th StrMi 
Santa Monica, CA 90403

¥9*
Have more design time and 
reduce production effort? 

C/ Boost your profit?
Increase client satisfaction?

Let us help you reach the next 
level of productivity.

Free initial consultation.
Call 310-204-1338

CLASSIFIED:

PROJECT ARCHITECT
MINIMUM 10 YRS. W/HIGH-RISE EXPER.
RESUME TO: AM PARTNERS, INC.
ATTN: KENNETH PARK 
1164 BISHOP STREET. STE. 1000 
HONOLULU, HI 96813 
(808) 526-2828

/EFF CORONADO, S.E,
(^•tUuhmmis

Valtierra & Associates
Computer Consulting

CAD*Document ManagemenfProgramming

MM PBISdLLA DUVE 
WIST COVDU. CA *17*2

There's something 
almost every engineer 
has trouble huildin.c.

A strong relationship 
with an architect. One Of A Kind. Document Imaging, Archiving and Indexing 

CAD Conversion of Consiruclion Drawings 
Computerized Facility Management 

Contract Drafting and Training

Have you ever wanted to 
establish a great working 

relationship with engineers 
you can count on? At ME^ 

that’s the only kind of 
relationship we build, Call us 

for Mechanical, Electrical, 
Plumbing, & Structural.

Ill I III
HOLST CAD CONYEHSION. SCANNING AND IMAGING SPEGAUSTS

AECS, Inc. 416 East Broadway, Suite 107 
Tel: (818) 551-9668 T

R R O X M R R R
OtRtiAt C0wtiaC>O«> ^ Glendale, CA 91205 

Fax: (818) 551-032122235 Pflciiic Coes) High«o|i SuitiA Malibu Co 90255 / Tei. 310-456-2ji3 Foi. 3i0-A55-25&5

Jacobus 8t Yuang, Inc.

Urban Inversion
MBE/DBE AvaMabI* 
[Caltrans. LACMTA, 

City of LAI

ME- 310.474.4790 
Engineers for Architects I5H Conitructlon Contulianis

Books Gifts Cards
For People Who Love and Hate Urban Life

Chris Patrouch
Cobus Malan & Steve Hsieh

Principals aacn Kava 20 yaars ralatad axpehencal
L.^.i

ARCHITECTURAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
4t DESIGN Cost Estimating - Value Engineering - Scheduling

Mi Nonlci Blvd. Vest Hollywood, CA 
213-65L8285 Store * 213-6S4-4211 Offke/fax 
E-mail URBINVERTGAOL.COM

520 So. Grand Avenue, Suite 360, Los Angeles. CA 90071 
Tel (213)688-1341 Fax (213)688-1342RICHARD J. LEVY. AIA. APA 

1015 N. Kings Road 
Suite 115
Los Angeles, CA 90069
(213)654-0335

U MHUDA. CA 90638 
FAX: (714) 739H)9B3

14600 BEACH BLVD. 
(714) 739-0901

Finm Art Quality Photography 

•Historical
•Preservation •Landscape 
•Models
•Renderings •Documentation

For Use In
•Displays 
•Archives 
•Drowtngs

SYSCON TECHNOLOGY,INC.
CAD SYSTEMS FOR ARCHITECTS. ENGINEERS S DESIGNERS

•Site & Vicinity•Architecture
•Interion
•Construction
•HABS/HAER

•Red Estate

COtVUTER UPGRADES 
LASER PRINTERS 
SCAIMERS 
□lenizERs 
NETNORKS

PLOTTERS:
MUTOH - SALES/SERVICE 
HEWLETT PACKARD 
CALCtM>
HOUSTON

CAD SOFTNARE:
POINT Lite
DATACAO
CAOKEY
ON-SITE TRAINING

•PortfoHo/SBdes 
•Design Awords 
•Adaptive Reuse

•Publications
•Brochures
•Restoration

EYE OF THE PIACTIClNe ARCHtTECT 
EXPOttENCE OF 1HE VISUAL IMAGE MAKEB

UNIVERSAL
KEPAOaaAFHICS 

INCOKPOAATED
2706 WHshtrr Lot C4 90057

ViMca: (210) 065-7750 
Pox: (213) 3e9.2»02 

OBS Moclam: (213) 36Q.7902

Five Communtcoirions Sofn^are

Upcominf Events At The Gas Company's

ENERGY RESOURCE CENTER 
9240 E. Rrestone Blvd., Downey

CHILLED WATER SYSTEMS
Practical Understanding of ChiHed Water Systems 
Presenter; Jon Haviiand. P.E., Consultant

Fee: $195Oct. 11
-n

11 Locations to Servo You

Diozo Services 
En9inee<1r>9 Xerox 

Photography (ArcNi^crurol) 
Xerm Docurech (Digital Loser Copier) 

Digital Cotot Copying 
Focillties Management 

Digiroi Scartnktg/Archiving 
CAD Plotting 

Pick-up & DeSvery 
Blueprining 
Spec. Books 

Proposals 
Monuols 

Newsletters 
Dindery 

Lominoting

Oct. 12 DIRECT DIGITAL COWBOYS
Usirrg Dkad Distal Controls in HVAC Systems 
Presenter: Lands & Gyr Powers

INDOOR AIR QUALITY 
Designing and Building "Haalthv" Buildings 
Presenter: Smon Turw, Healthy Buidings Int.

DOE -2 ADVANCED TRAINING 
Adaptoip_DOE -2 toSpeciai Requirements 
Presenter; Marlin Addison, Energy Simulation Spedaiists

To Register or for more Information, call 310-803-7Sm

Fee: $ 25

Oct. 19 Fee: $ 48• n lor
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The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is better known for sink

holes and dead plazas surrounding transit stations than eniightened 

urban design. But MTA's "joint deveiopment" program envisions mixed- 

used development and pedestrian activity on and around station areas. 

The resulting "transit-oriented developments" could be the best thing 

to happen to L.A. in a long time—if MTA has the will to build them.

Holiywood/VIne Metro Rail Station Master Plan Assessment: 

The proposed Metro Rail station Is envisioned as a catalyst to 

revitalize the historic, but distressed. Hollywood Vine area. 

ThrouQh the development of entertainment-related uses 

focused around the station portal's public plaza, a mixed-use, 

24-hour, live entertainment district is proposed In this 240- 

acre area.

Design Team; Urban Innovations Group. (Rex Lotery, FAIA, 

president; Marc Futterman, director of urban design and plan

ning*); Levin & Associates; Gensler & Associates/Architects; 

Kaku Associates; Halcyon Real Estate Advisors. Client: MTA 

(*The firm has since disbanded, and both Lotery and 

Futterman have become principals in their own firms.)

An(«ls ni|h( FUihvty • 
upp«r pomi

Angeis FUght Railwty - 
K>w«r portaJ

Grand Central Market

Enhanced Mid-Bloch
New Opening mto Market

New ‘billboard” structure

New Angels Court New Market Court

Metro Portal
(northeeit)

Hill Street Metrorall Corridor Master Plan: The Market Court is an 

effort to activate pedestrian life on Hill Street between Third and 

Fourth streets. The plan takes advantage of, and helps connect, sev

eral existing attractions on the block: the Metrorail portals. Grand 

Central Market and the Angels' Flight funicular railroad now current

ly being reconstructed. The Market Court, oriented on axis with 

Angels Flight, acts as a visual terminus for the railroad. Part of a wail 

of the Grand Central Market would be removed, allowing the market 

to open directly onto the court. This opening would open the market 

to the view of subways riders emerging from escalators a half block 

to the south, making the market into a beacon for rail commuters.

Design Team: Public Works Design. (Doug Suisman, AIA, Principal) 

Melendrez Associates; Zimmer Gunsel Frasca Partnership; Kosmont & 

Associates; April Greiman Associates. Clients: MTA, Community 

Redevelopment Agency, L.A. Department of Transportation.
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It's chilly, and it's chillin': 
Disney ICE complex in Anaheim, by Frank 0.

Gehry. FAIA Photo: Fred Stocker

<u>
o

lit-scating areas. Wood is again used 
to clad the benches of 
poured-in-place concrete benches, 
where the material literally warms 
up the sttating areas. The lobby and 
pro shop are housed in a rectangu
lar box attached to the south face of 
the Quonset forms. Here, the 
curves are oriented horizontally, to 
form a serpentine skate rental 
counter, .Square skvlights accentuate 
the soft bends of the furniture.

Club 32 Degree.s is located on the 
second level, overlooking both 
rinks, providing parent.s with a 
means for viewing hockey and skat
ing le.ssons with{)Ut enduring the 
cooler temperatures, But the club is 
available for parties and other 
events, too. .Mreadv the area is set 
up with table and phones for the use 
of sportswriters while watching the 
pro team elbow its way through 
daily practice. Within days of its 
opening on September 6. Disney 
ICt had already filled its calendar 
with hockey league practices and 
skating les.sons, obviously tilling a 
need of Anaheim residents. In addi
tion to bringing hockey to the balmy 
.Anaheim, the new Gehrv building is 
also filling a need to provide 
nightlife for the city’s civic center, 
currently a focus in the city’s 
attempt to redevelop its downtown 
area. Having opened in September, 
the building that made pa.ssersby talk 
to each other is now full of people 
and apparently well accepted by 
those meml>ers of the communitv. 
One hopes, however, that Anaheim 
residents do not become so accus
tomed to Gehry’s ice rink that they 
cease to look at it.

capital in all its diversity - grand, 
petty, ferocious, comforting and 
melancholy bv turns. A real citv, 
that is, lovingly assembled by plan 
and chance, constantly changing and 
utterly unpredictable. My favorite 
picture is of the writer Jacques 
Prevert. He sits with his dog at a 
sidewalk table. His face is a mask, 
the glass of wine before him 
untouched, Bevond, is a triple row 
of planes that shade a broad side
walk, with the traffic held at bay. 
The image .speaks of a quieter, more 
civilized era, and a triumph of 
unpretentious town planning, 
contrast, one of the few color 
images in the hook shows a .sterile 
freeway overpass am! barracks-like 
housing of the kind too many 
Pari.sians have to endure. In the 
work of thi.s wonderful, humane 
artist vou can recapture privileged 
moments and enduring values, and 
this book is a treasure in itself.

• M.W.

for controversy. His latest built 
work, the Disney ICE ice-skating 
complex in Anaheim’s civic center, 
is provocative enough to draw total 
strangers into conversation. This 
well-established master, and hockey 
enthusiast, still knows how to pro
voke, and how’ to make people Uxjk.

The controversy, in this case, lies 
in Gehry’s use of a form which has 
served both farmers and the U.S. 
military equally well: the Quonset 
but. In Gehry’s design for Disney 
ICE, two Quon.set- like forms are 
conjoined to form a curvaceous 
M-shaped building occupying a fuU 
city block. The arena is set in the 

conventional 
stone-aml-glas,s-faced high-rise oBice 
buildings along palm-lined streets. In 
contrast, the white metal skin ol 
Gehry’s arena glistens in the sun
light, like a snowy ski slope, enir- 
cled bv yellow, lavender and 
turquoise-ribboned a.sphall. The 
brightly-colored exterior of the 
arena, juxtajxised against the calmer 
and more traditional surrounding.s, 
has raised more than a few' eye
brows among passersby. Yet, dur
ing construction, many people who 
worked in the area could be found 
brown-bagging their lunches on pub
lic benches, anxiou.sly following the 
progress of construction. Children 
would stop con.stniction workers to 
ask when the building would open. 
Provocation has its rewards.

Disnev ICE houses two skating 
rinks within its perimeters. The 
first is an Olympic-sized rink for 
public skating, while an official 
National Hockt^y League rink ser
vices the Mighty Ducks’s practices, 
as well that of the Goals, a 
Oisnev-sponsored hockey league for 
schoolchildren.

Disney Development Company 
built the project, under the 
management of Liam 
Thornton.
Construction and Western 
Wood Structures worked 
closely with Doug 
Robertson ol Langdon 
Wilson, the project’s exec
utive architects, on Gehry s 
innovative design. The ice 
rink’,s interiors undulate, as 
does the elevation. Glu lam

BOOK REVIEWS

Rebecca L, Binder. Introduction and 
text by Eleanor Lynn Nesmith.

Rockport Publishers, distributed by 
AIA Press; $19.95 pb

Thi.s is the second in a new series 
of inexpensive but handsomeiv pro
duced monograpb*, and it comprises 
university and residential buildings, 
plus four projects under construc
tion, by an architect who graduated 
from UCLA and has practiced out of 
Plava del Re\ during the past 1S 
vears. In his prc-face, Stanlev 
Tigerman praises the sureness with 
which Binder connects forms and 
materials, giving her work a unique 
signature. That sureness was evident 
from the start in the Pacific 
Townhouses of 1979, a row of four 
imits in Santa .Monica that are treat
ed as a single, boldly geometric 
composition, and make inventive 
u.se of limited space within. They 
are still among the best of their kind 
in Southern California.

Her UC and Cal State buildings 
are even bolder, with their expres
sive, clustered forms and dramatic 
juxtapositions of steel, wood and 
concrete block. Binder’s home and 
offices are tough and taut, but com
patible with their suburban neigh
bors. Together with her partner, 
Kim Walsh, Binder is currentlv 
enhancing UCLA’s Ackerman 
Student Union, and constructing 
new public buildings that have a 
freshness and muscularitv that seems 
particularly appropriate in this 
region. —MICHAEL WEBB

In
CHAPTER ANGELS

midst of
AlAMos Angeles would 
like to thank the following 
companies for 
their generosity in spon> 
soring our chapter pro* 
grams:

Chapter Sportsors;

National Electrical 
Contractors Association 
and intematiortai 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, Local 11

Eichler Homes: Design for Living, 
Introduction by Sally B.

Woodbridge, text by Ned Eichler. 
Chronicle Books; $29.95

Chapter Patrons:
A livelv, well-illustrated account of 

how Joseph Eichler, an idealistic 
northern California home-builder, 
popularized the stripped po.st-and- 
beam ae.sthetic pioneered by 
Richard Neutra in the ‘30s and bv 
John Entenza’s Case Study House 
program after World War 2. 
Working with Anshen & Allen and 
Jones & Emmons, he .simpIiPied the 
high-art prototypes, and marketed 
varied models clustered in groups 
and landscaped developments from 
the late 1940s on. Each was priced 
at under $10,000 - which even then 
was a good price for a well-

house.
Woodbridge praises Eichler’s com
mitment to the highest standards of 
design, and his ability to make the 
American dream accessible. In his 
son’s account he comes across as a 
stubborn, occasionally cantankerous 
visionary, who fought for his princi
ples, campaigned for Acllai 
Stevenson, and believed to the end 
that good design could be prof
itable. He went bankrupt in 1967, 
and died in 1974.

We could use more like him

Association for Women in 
Afxhftecture 
The Knoll Group 
Pacific Design Center 
Snaidero International

Friends of the Chapter

Associated Administrators 
& Consultant/Acordia 
Brandow & Johnston 
Associates
Patrick Byrne & Associates 
Collins Collins Muir & 
Traver
Commercial Graphics 
Crowell insurance Agency 
Design Professionals 
Insurance Co.
Ford Graphics 
imperial Finance Co.
Leher McGovern Bovis 
Narver Associates 
Pepper West. inc. 
Professional Underwriters 
Agency
RA & MCO Insurance 
Services
RTKL Associates. Inc.
Kevin A. Smola & 
Associates
Western Office Interiors

Robert Doisneau: a Photographer's 
Life. Peter Hamilton. Abbeville

Press; $75 he
Lori Stocker

planned, well-buih
An exemplary biography of a leg

endary French photographer, illu.s- 
trated with duotones of 400 classic 
and unfamiliar images.

Doisneau was born in 1912 and 
died last year. He was a pioneer of 
modem documentary photography, 
chronicling celebrities, fashion mod
els, artisans and the down-and-out 
during his long and prolific career. 
This book is, in part, a picture his
tory of France and especially of 
Paris - which makes it especially 
rewarding to architects who are 
seeking to enrich the urban land
scape. Doisneau could verge on sen
timentality his cunningly staged 
“kisses” are a little too cute for 
comfort - but those crowd-plca.sers 
are atypical. More often, his images 
have a gritty reality, affectionate but 
unsparing. They reveal the French

Matt

ArB You Concerned About 1ho$$$$
You Spend on

Wofiten’ Compensation Insurance?

Th« DPSA Group Workera' Componwiion Plan may 
aava you monay with in potantial to pay dividands If 
daima and axpanaaa ara laaa than pramiumait 
OPSA'a racord spaaks for Itaatf... ovar30%of pramt- 
uma hava baan paid aa dMdands on avaraga ovar iha 
laat 14 yaarall

I
Tha ONLY Workara' Companaatlon Program an* 
doraad by tha AU CaWomia Council Inauranca 
Truataaa. H intaraatad, alao aak about tha AIACC- 
andoraad Group Ufa and HaaHh Inauranoa and OfRca 
Packaga/Qanarat liability Inauranca polldaa.

beam.s shape the walls and 
roof of the rink piercing 
interior walls to create atoday.

For 'OnoGtop Shopping* plaaaa contact Laa Skillman 
at AAAC by calling toH fraa 1*80(>6S4-0491. Laa can 
also provida your firm with a quota for Profatsional 
Liability Inii^anca.

continual How of molded- M.W.

wood. Tlie beams and ply
wood roofing 
exposed to warm the inte
rior with a golden color. 
Architectural concrete lines

remainA GRACEFUL RINK 
FOR THE DUCKS

AAAC, Putting People First<x

The architecture of Frank (). 
Gehry, FAl.A, is a reliable stimulus

the interior walls and pub-
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Big Men on Campus; 
Construction is complete on 

the Student Services Building 
on the campus of Mt, San 

Antonio College in Walnut, 
designed by CHCG Architects, 

Armando Gonzales, principal 
in charge. The firm updated 
the masterplan of the 421- 

acre campus in 1993.
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NEW MEMBERSCity'.s new 
'95),
Architects Inc.: Like much dis
course in and about the public- 
sphere today, the critique largely 
ignored the shaping forces of time 
and nature, anticipating in the 
urban environment, to borrow the 
words of a poet, "enormous 
changes at the last minute." City 
Hall's central square is neither 
large," "un.shaded, nor gran

ite." These descriptions, as every
thing else in the critique, is readily 
legible as a judgement made dur
ing a drive-by on Culver 
Boulevard, The question therefore 
arises, both ideologically and lit- 
crallv, whether Mr, Whitlock ever 
got of his car to look at the build
ing.

things that were going on around 
him. 1 loved going to lunch with 
Sam, usually to a Mexican restau
rant near the office in downtown 
L.A. to hear him talk with passion 
about architecture, his early days 
of practice in L.A. in the late 
1920s, his involvement with civic 
organizations like the Town Hall 
of California, some of his former 
partners, such as the noted 
Pasadena 
Johnson, politics and his grandchil
dren.

The Ahmanson Foundation
has made a grant to SCI-Arc for 
book purchases. The new books 

to fill the shelves of the 
Kappe Library, named for the 
school's founding team of Shelly 
and Ray Kappe. The Kappe 
Library is accessible both to SCI- 
Arc students and to members of 
the public, for the investigation of 
architecture, art and urban stud
ies__

writer," or a “certified roofing con
sultant,” or a “certified cost esti
mator,” or a “certified construction 
manager,” or a “certified value spe
cialist” or a certified whatever, 
Where do all these certifications 
come from? Cannot registered 
architects do these types of work? 
I have been doing them for the past 
21 vears, but as 1 am not “certi
fied,” does that mean I cannot do 
the work in today’s world?

How can we, as Architects, over
come this dilemma? According to 
laws, our licenses as Architects 
qualifies us to do all these things, 
but the problem is that, although 
we are Registered Licensed 
Architects, we are not certified. 
Since the name of the game appears 
to be certification, how can the 
AIA help U.S out of our licenses and 
get us certificates?

Lately, 1 have been reading in 
various AIA publications about 
Learning Units, How about issuing 
a certificate when an architect 
accumulates the required number 
of learning units, giving us the 
means to prove to our clients that 
we are certified interior designers, 
certifiedj estimators, certified spec

ification writers, and so on, I think 
it is a good idea and we will be 
able to cover up our licenses with 
the certificates, and, when the time 
comes to renew the licenses, we 
will let them expire and start a 
new practice with certificates. Just 
think how much money we will 
save on professional liability!

City Hall (LAA, Sept, 
designed by CHCG

AIA:

John T. Friedman 

Mary S. Bohn 

Massami Kukuhara 

CmsTiNA M. Facio 

Nathaniel S. Wilson 

Byung Kook Chd 

George oe la Nuez 

Geoffrey A. Siebens

will g°

M architect Reginald
The Istituto Italiano di 

Cultura has revised the previous
ly announced dates of its exhibit, 
"Vanished Gardens of Rome." The 
new dates arc December 4 to 
January 1 5 at the Farnese Gallery 
in Beverly Hills,

Associate:

ViNH N. Pham 

Shawn P. Burke

When my wife and I were in 
Cape Cod, Mass., on our honey
moon in the summer of 1981, we 
visited Sam and his wife, who 
spent one month of every summer 
in a small cottage they owned 
there. Sam energetically rowed the 
small boat carrying us from the 
shore to the small island where the 
cottage was located. Sam's energy 
and vitality never ceased to amaze 
people. For me, he was above all 
great role model of a highly pro
fessional architect, a civic leader, 
an involved and lively person, a 
gentleman, and a great example of 
how to live a full and active life 
in one's eighties.

Sam gave a lot to the AIA. He 
various local and national 

offices for the Institute. He intro
duced me and spon.sored me for 
membership in the Los Angeles 
Chapter, and was proud not to 
have missed an AIA National 
Convention for several decades. 
His passing is a great loss to Los 
Angeles, the profession and the 
AIA.
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Fred Wallitsch/Pepper 
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Patrick Burne &

Associates

Paul Santangelo^Centex 

Golden

Terry Hiusten/Wesily- 

Thomas Enterprises 

Carl F. Wesely/Wesely- 

Thomas Enterprises 

Amy C. Philups/Cini Little 

International 

Robert E. Wissmann/Millie 

& Severson Inc.

Jessie Robertson/TSL 

Merchant Design Group 

Philip R. Fried/W.E, O'Neil 

Construction

Letters
David Goodale AIA 

Design Principal 
CHCG Architects Inc.

To the Editor:

I first registered as an architect on 
January 30, 1974 and have been 
practicing a.s a professional since that 
day. For the past 15 years, 1 have 
had my own private practice, main
ly in government work from the 
U.S. Department of Defense, state 
agencies and local municipalities. 
We have grown steadily over the 
past years to a mid-size architectur
al firm with a staff of 22 people, 
including nine registered archtitects. 
So, collectively, we have a lot of 
experience in de.sign services.

Recently, when we have not got
ten a job, and we have requested a 
debriefing from the government 
agency in question, to learn the rea
sons why we were not selected and 
to improve our next proposal, I 
have been surprised to hear we have 
been turned down because we do 
not have a “certified specification

Sam Lunden 
Remembered

1 first met Sam Lunden in 1981, 
when he was already well into his 
eighties. He was at that time prin
cipal and part owner of Lyon 
Associates, a Hawaii-based firm 
that had purchased Sam's practice 
along with another L.A. firm. I 
was assigned to be the project 
architect for a project on the cam
pus of the University of Southern 
California, which was one Sam's 
favorite clients. Working with Sam 
was truly an uplifting experience 
for everyone around him, He was 
highly professional, humorous, 
upbeat and energetic, and very 
interested in all kinds of issues and

held

Norberto R. Martinez, AIA Principal 
Martinez Amador Architects Inc.

.Mehrdad Farivar, AIA
To the Editor:

In response to the Tom 
Whitlock's critique of Culver

Former AIA/I.A President Sam Lunden 

died in August at the age of 97. --Ed.
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AIA/LACompetition entry for the New Taichung City Civic Center
International Design Competition by Steven Ehrlich, FAIA. The scheme

received Honorable Mention in the Taiwanese competition. Design
Team: Steven Ehrlich Architects, Design Architect; HCCH & Associates.

Taipei, executive architects; Ove Arup & Partners, Los Angeles, engi
neers; Emmet L Wempie & Associates, landscape architects.

Editor in Chief
Morris Newman

Production Editor
A&D Marketing Group

Marketing Director 
Lisa Pound 
(818) 884-2909 Mutual association and part

nering. Sole proprietors can 
work, under the umbrella of a 
corporation, gaining liability pro
tection while sharing resources. 
Each individual in the association 
could focus on a different special
ty. Job prospects outside your 
specialty could be referred to 
your associate in the appropriate 
specialty. If you're a small-to- 
medium size firm, consider asso
ciating with other firms with 
complementary skills. Sharing the 
cost of administrative .services, 
including marketing, can reduce 
your overhead.

Outsourcing. A popular word 
in business, outsourcing can also 
apply to small architectural prac
tices. If someone else can do a 
task better than you or your orga
nization, you should outsource. 
That strategy may apply to speci
fications, scheduling, estimating, 
even construction administration. 
Your greatest strength may be as 
a manager-’knowing how to put 
together the right team to solve 
the owner's problems.

Focusif focus, focus. Just as 
"location, location, location," is 
the byword in the real estate busi- 

focus

President's 
Message: 
Boom, Bust, 
and the 
Future of the 
Profession

Applicants must be organized and 
motivated self-starters. Telephone 
and fax machine are a necessity. 
No one not meeting the above 
conditions need apply. Further 
information can be obtained by 
calling (310) 476-4593, 9am to S 
pm, Monday through Friday.

Architecture (SCI-Arc) have 
designed and created 10 site-spe
cific "public art bike racks," which 
were installed at different points 
in downtown Los Angel 
October. The students de.signcd 
the bike racks with the assistance

Accountant 
Lisa Pound 
(818) 884-2909

es in
Contributing Members 
Christopher Shanlet: Sarita 
Singh of the Los Angeles Community 

Redevelopment Agency and the 
DepartmentContributors

Aaron Setskt. Barbara

Lamprecht: Michael Webb

city's 
Transportation.

of

What kind of future can we 
expect for the architectural profes
sion in Los Angeles?

Recent economic report.s suggest 
■sub.stantial growth in California as 
we approach the year 2000. Only 
Atlanta exceeds Los Angeles in 
white-collar Job creation expected 
in the decade from 1994 to 2004. 
According to James Flanagan of 
the Los Angeles Times, the state 
"contains more producers of elec
tronics, software, computer net
working, biotechnology and 
advanced scientific goods and ser
vices than any other state. Its basic 
business is brainpower, a com- 
moditv unaccounted for in govern
ment statistics but at the heart of 
every industry today." At the same 
time, we're seeing the collapse of 
small and mid-sized architectural 
practices.

So, if things are so good, what's 
happening to our profession? Do 
you find your clients’ expectations 
rising, while the time to meet 
those expectations is diminishing? 
Can you afford new technology? 
Can you find the time to learn 
about new services or develop a 
specialty? Are you able to provide 
the minimum level of services 
today? Are your drawings well 
coordinated? Arc the details thor-

Last spring, bicycles created by 
SCI-Arc students were displayed in 
"Cvcles of Expression," an exhibi
tion at New York's Grand

People and 
ProjectsAIA/LA Officers

Lance Bird, AIA 
President
Michael Hricak, AIA 
Vice-President 
Cynthia Mabus, AIA 
Treasurer
Seraphima Lamb, AIA 
Secretary 
Nico Solomons 
Executive Director

A1A\LA Chapt 
Lance Bird, AIA, and his firm, 
La Canada Design Group, 
received the International Facility 
Management Association’s Affiliate 
Corporation of the Year award at 
the W’orld Workplace '95 
Conference on September 19 in 
Miami Beach, Fla. The award rec
ognizes the firm's exception con
tributions to the association for 
creating a model educational and 
informational newsletter and by 
actively promoting greater under
standing and cooperation among 
members.

Bird was editor of the IFMA 
chapter newsletter during 1993- 
94, and 
improving the quality of the pub
lication, expanding advertising and 
lowering costs. IFMA has 14,000 
members in 31 countries....

RTKL Associates Inc- ha.s 
recently completed work on two 
regional malls in the San Fernando 
Valley, the firm has designed the 
masterplan for a new "entertain
ment nucleus" to anchor The 
Promenade, a regional mall in 
Woodland Hills. The 120.000- 
square-foot project features a 16- 
screen AMC theater, multi-level 
gourmet food court and .space for 
multi-media retail tenants. Norm 
Garden, AIA is vice president in 
charge of the project. In 
Northridge, an RTKL redesign of 

earthquake-damaged 
Northridge Fashion Center The 
mall opened in September after 
having been closed since January 
1994. According to the architects, 
fast-tracking compressed into 18 
months work which otherwise 
would have required 30 month.s....

Ralph Gentile Architects 
designed the recently opened 
Jackson's Farm, a restaurant and 
bakerv in Beverly Hills. The 
restaurant is the second designed 
bv Gentile for restaurateur Alan 
Ladd Jackson, creator of Jackson's 
restaurant, also in Beverlv Hills..., 

Students at Southern 
California Institute of

er President Central Station__
Trout Studios, the Venice- 

based maker of decorative hard
ware and furniture, has expanded 
its practice to residential and com
mercial design. Principal Sallie 
Trout pledges "clean lines, pro
ductive use of space and subliminal 
hints of wit." She studied at SCI- 
Arc, L.A. Trade Tech, Johns 
Hopkins University and the 
Maryland Art Institute....

Fields &

Architects AIA were selected 
from a group of seven firms 
nationally to complete the renova
tion and seismic retrofitting of the 
Cecil H. Green Memorial Library 
at Stanford University in Palo 
Alto. Built in 1911, the library 
was severely damaged in the 1989 
Loma Prieta earthquake and has 
remained closed for six

Directors
Bernard Altman. AIA 
Beth Comsky, AIA 
Bruce Oe Jong, AIA 
Mark Di Cecco, AIA 
Michael Kaueman, AiA 
Janis Kent, AIA 
Merry Norris 
Sauy Lanoworth,
Wal Representative 
Cynthia Mabus, AIA 
Man Pham, Assogate AIA 
Carmelo Sabatella, AiA 
Virginia Tanzmann. FAIA 
Past President

Devereaux

responsible forness, so should 
maxim among architects who want 
to survive. Don't try to be all 
things to all people. In those so- 
called "strategic alliances," look 
for other people who can do cer
tain tasks better, freeing you to 
focus on what you do best.

Do the last years of this century 
spell boom or bust for our region 
and our profession? Can the 
Institute help us with these mat
ters? 1 suggest solving our own 
problems, then sharing our suc
cesses with the Institute. By so 
doing, we could elevate the entire 
profession.

be a was

years.
Construction is set to begin in 
December 1995, with completion 
expected in June 1998. Separately, 
Fields St Devereaux has complet
ed a 6,500-square-foot residence 
in the Santa Monica Mountains. 
Built for a collector of African art. 
the structure is centered around a 
trabeated hall, which serves as the 
circulation spine for the home as 
well as the owner's private gallery. 
The project is being featured this 
fall in the show, "10 Years Out," 
at the Yale University School of

LJk. Architect is pub
lished by the AIA/LA, 8687 
Melrose Avenue, M 3,
Los Angeles. CA 90069.
Tel. (310) 785.1809.
Fax. (310) 785,1814. 
Subscriptions; $24 domes
tic, $48 foreign.
Editorial submissions 
should be addressed to the 
Editor and sent to L.A. 
Architect. Except where 
noted, the opinions stated 
are those of the authors 
only and do not reflect the 
position of either the AIA 
or the LA Chapter. Tlw 
appearance of names and 
pictures of products and 
services, in either editorial, 
advertising, or inserts, 
does not constitute an 
endorsement by either the 
AIA or the LA Chapter.

oughly developed? Are vour spec
ifications thorough 
representative of the particular 
needs of each Job? Are vou able to 
meet the client's schedule and at

and

the same time meet their needs?
Are you find each job harder to 

get? Are your clients asking for 
fewer and fewer services? Are vou 
being asked to "draft up" the Job 
and sign the drawings, while the 
client's in-house staff takes care of 
preliminary planning and construc
tion administration? When archi
tecture becomes merely a drafting 
service, we become little more 
than a commodity. At that point, 
the only way to compete i.s to pre
sent the lowest bid. Such an envi

ronment can put a practitioner 
into a downward spiral and even
tually into business collapse.

Is there hope? We can he sue- 
ce.ssful by radically restructuring 
the way wc do business.

LANCf Bird, President

School of Architecture__
the

Committees Michael Gruber is the most 
recent winner of the prestigiou.s 
Rome Prize. The SCI-Arc gradu
ate was most recently the direc
tor of the Model Studio for 
Richard Meier & Partners. "What 
interests me is the overlaying of 
patterns in urban settings. I will 
be relating Los Angeles to Rome 
in these overlaps," savs Gruber, 
who adds puckishly, 'Til be bring
ing alittlc of L.A. over there, as 
well a.s a little of Rome back 
here." Gruber was one of 23 peo
ple to win fellowships in a vari
ety of disciplines from the 
Academy of Rome__

L.A. Architect is seeking a new 
ad salesperson.

Would you like to supplement 
vour income by J800 a month, or 
more, in vour spare time? L.A. 
Architect i.s seeking a person with 
contacts in the construction field 
or related industries to solicit 
advertisements sufficient to meet 
the publication's monthly produc
tion costs. There are minimum
requirements as to what a sales- 

earn, but the maxiperson may 
mum is up to vou; the more ads 
you bring, the more you earn.
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New Dean for USC 

Architecture 
Robert Timme, FAIA

reForming SocialentitledHouston-based architect Robert Timme» 
FAIA. is the new dean of the University of 
Southern California School of Architecture. 
He is currently dean of the University of 
Houston College of Architecture, where he 
has taught design and design theorv since 
1972. His appointment becomes effective on 
January 1, 1996. He succeeds Victor
Regnier, FAIA, who plans to return to full
time teaching and research.

Timme is a partner in the Houston-based 
firm of Taft Architects. As Dean, Timme w’ill 
continue to direct the Centre d'Etude 
d’Architecture et D’Urbanisme.

At UCLA, Daniel M. Neuman has been 
named acting dean of the School of Arts and 
Architecture. Neuman joined UCLA last vear 
as visiting proftssor in the Department of 
Ethnomusicologv and Systematic Musicology. 
He succeeds Dean Robert L. Blocker, who 
has been appointed dean of the School of 
Music at Yale University.

competition 
Space.” The intent of the competition was to
address issues in “our changing public realm."

The first place winner was “The Hanging 
Gardens,” bv Dan Pitera and Michelle
Somabi, both of San Francisco. Placing sec
ond was SCI-Arc instructor Mary-Ann Ray 
and Team for “Public Cladding." Third-place 
winner was “Buklran.s,” by Ante Liw and Joe 
Day, both of the Venice-based firm. Hedge. 
In fourth place was “Architecture-Theater: 
proME.THE.US," bv Ben Ledbetter, princi
pal of New Haven, Conn.-based Ledbetter 
Architects. Fifth ranked was “Sparc Parts,” by 
Kevin Tyrcll of Los Angeles. Sixth place 
was “Sydney Harbor Project" by Robert 
Allan Dorgan of Blacksburg, Va.

The competition was conceived bv the staff 
of Suj^ce, a new magazine published by the 
school. The design jury included Coco 
Fusco, Daniel Libeskind, Lars Lerup, 
Mary Miss and Susana Torre.

AIA/LA Bestows 
Design, 
Presidential 
Awards

Nat'l Kudos for
Coliseum
Preservation

Rubio Named 
AWA Prez

Ethel G. Rubio, .As.sociate AIA, assumed 
the presidency of the Association for 
Women in Architecture on October 19, at 
a ceremony at the New Otani Hotel in Little 
Tokvo.

Rubio plans to focus on creation relation
ships between AWA and the civic community. 
She is currently assistant project manager with 
HNTB Architects Engineers and Planners. 
Rubio is past president of the LA/AIA 
As.sociates, and was recently elected an hon
orary member of the Filipino-American 
Chamber of Commerce.

AWA is primarily concerned with fund rais
ing for student scholarships, professional 
development for members and programs to 
enhance the visibility of women in architec
ture and related professions.

A group of Los Angeles-based architects and 
honored in October for their

The Los Angeles Chapter of the AIA rec
ognized design innovators and civic lead
ers alike in its annual design awards 
ceremony on October 17 at the Biltmorc 
Hotel.

Dan Garcia, senior vice president of 
Warner Bros. Studios and chairman of the 
Los Angeles Community Redevelopment 
Agency received The President’s Award for 
his "extraordinary leadership in the devel
opment or urban and economic policy.” 

Receiving Service to the Community 
awards were Richard Koshalek, direc
tor of the Museum of Contemporary Art, 
and David Lavcnthol, MOCA board 
chairman, for the museum's many exhibits 
and educational events addressing architec
tural and urban-design issues.

The same honor went to Ken Williams, 
senior vice president of Sony Pictures 
Entertainment, in recognition of his firm’s 
work in preserving the historic character 
of the Sony Pictures headquarters in 
Culver Citv.

Hucll Howser, KCET producer and 
host of the television series “California’s 
Gold" and “Visiting with Huell Howser," 
accepted the Community award for his 
“down-to-earth optimism” about the peo
ple, places and cultures of Los Angeles.

The Design Award.s w 
the December issue of L.A. Architect.

engineers were 
work in the preservation of the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum. National Preservation
Awards went to a team that included HNTB 

Cordell Corporation, 
Corporation,

Youssef & Associates, the Los Angeles 
Conservancy, the Federal Emergency 
Management 
Resources Group and John Ash Group. 
The award was given by the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation during the 
Nation Preservation Conference in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

The team of architects, contracts and engi
neers collaborated with the Los Angeles 
Con.servancv, the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, OES and FEMA in reviewing 
strengthening alternatives and design decisions 
throughout the process. The Coliseum's land
mark status, a.s well as the use of public funds, 
required the team to follow the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The 
Coliseum reopened in September 1 994.

Corporation,
Tutor-Saliba Nabih

HistoricAgency,

New Landmark at Loyola 
Tbe Conrad N, Hilton 
Center for Business at 
Loyola Marymount 
University opened in 
August. The S21 minion 
structure was 
designed by Arthur 
Golding AIA & 
Associates.

Winners Scratch 
Surface in UCLA 
Competition

UCLA School of Art and Architecture 
announced six winners on October 8 in its

ill be published in

New Deans For 
USC, UCLA

The two largest schools of architecture in 
Southern California each ha.s a new dean.


