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Installation Ceremonies

PDC II (The Sequel

Eight years ago, the collection of shops serving
the design community in West Hollywood was
shoved into the background by a controversial
leviathan known as the Pacific Design Center.
Preposterously bulky, nakedly modern, and blue,
it shattered the scale of the decorated sheds in the
surrounding neighborhood, and ended forever the
area’s provincial calm. Nevertheless, its improb-
able presence was somehow beguiling, and its
impudence was so startling that it wasn't long
before wags identified it as a fish out of water,
and named it the “Blue Whale.” It immediately
became a “‘must see” on everyone’s LA list, com-
peting for honors with the Matterhorn, Jaws and
Grauman'’s Chinese Theater.

A year later, with its ascension to glamor as the
setting for a Lauren Hurton feature film, the PDC’s
mythic stature was assured. The seductive twinkle
of thousands of puffy little blue-glass panes in the
moonlight was simply irresistible. It was the per-
fect accompaniment to the swoop down La Cie-
nega Boulevard from Sunset, the glittering mea-
sure of the horizon for lovers on Mulholland Drive,
and a symbol of the renaissance of design in Los
Angeles.

The attendant commercial success is legendary.

West Week has become an international event,
drawing an impressive litany of designers and
architects to Los Angeles, often for the first time.
Within the building, the showrooms are often dis-
tinguished installations by otherwise inaccessible
celebrity designers. Where else does the work of
Michael Graves and Massimo Vignelli stand side
by side? Where else can one stroll from Dan Flavin
to Ron Rezek, or from Mario Botta to Richard
Meier? The place is bursting with activity.

In fact, there is such a rush for space that plans
for a vast expansion, masterminded by Gruen
Associates, are already underway. Triple hexag-
onal towers, rising from an elevated plaza, will
more than double the leasable area of the original
PDC and add a much-needed hotel. A rambling
plinth will abut the little-used north terrace; there
will be a circular, free-standing museum at ground-
floor level; and a new, multi-level parking struc-
ture will be built at the eastern periphery of the
site.

No doubt, it is all the product of some pon-
derous logic which genuinely seeks to enhance the
utility of the place, aided by some enlightened
obstructionism by the Los Angeles Board of
Continued on page 2

Bird's eye view of proposed PDC addition (source: environmental impact report)

Installation ceremonies for the Los Angeles Chap-
ter’s new president, Martin Gelber, AIA, and other
new officers and directors for 1984 will take place
Saturday, January 21, at the Biltmore Hotel in
downtown Los Angeles. In addition, Ruth Bown
will be installed as president of the Women’s
Architectural League.

Admission, by prepaid reservation only, is $35
per person. Reservations must be received at the
Chapter office on or before Monday, January 16.

The installation program will start at 6:30 p.m.,
with a no-host cocktail reception in the Renais-
sance Room of the Biltmore. Dinner will be served
at 7:30 p.m., followed by installation and award
ceremonies at 9. For those who wish to attend the
ceremonies only, the doors will be opened and
chairs provided after 9.

Paul Neel, AlA, will act as installation officer
for Gelber. Neel, a professor of architecture at
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, is immediate past-
president of CCAIA and a California director on
the National AIA Board.

Gelber is principal of Martin B. Gelber, AIA &
Associates of Santa Monica. He has served the
Chapter as vice-president/president-elect; board
director, CCAIA director-delegate; chairman of
the Education Committee, and coordinator of the

first student design competition. He is also a
member of the CCAIA planning and finance com-
mittee. A graduate of USC, Gelber is a professor
of architecture at Los Angeles Pierce College and
a visiting lecturer at the USC School of
Architecture.

Robert Tyler, FAIA, immediate past-president
of the Los Angeles Chapter, will serve as installing
officer for the WAL. In addition to the installation
ceremonies, five awards or honors will be
presented.
® Certificates of commendation will be given to
Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley and to the West-
ern Los Angeles Regional Chamber of Commerce.
® John Entenza, the original editor of Arts &
Architecture, will receive an honorary AlA
membership.
® Robert Jamieson, Los Angeles, and Jordan
Knighton of JCM Associates, Las Vegas, will
receive first and second prize certificates, respec-
tively, and cash awards for their winning Olym-
pic Gateway arches.

Following the ceremonies, a live dance band
will entertain. Attire is optional black tie. The
Biltmore Hotel is located on the west side of
Pershing Square on Olive Street between Fifth and

Sixth Streets.

Several public hearings were held last summer

concerning the proposed expansion of the Pacific - =

Design Center to add more showroom space, a i 1 "= i
. 3 L ! ' ' '

hotel and a six-story parking structure. The tittH! 1 i jilssateis)

required zone change was presented to the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors on Decem-
ber 15 and approved. e

Due to the sensitivity of the PDC management :
over the issue of zone change approval, LA Archi- b o
tect was unable to secure any photographs of the k. ;“ ", ]
model showing the proposed expansion prior to ;
publication. It is, however, on display in the man-
agement office of the Pacific Design Center, where
interested parties may examine it.
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Editorial Notes

This Year

Along with the expansion of LA Architect to 12
pages, the editorial board has formulated ambi-
tious editorial plans for 1984. A major theme for
the vear will be a topic of importance to everyone
in Los Angeles: housing,.

This year, LA Architect will publish three fea-
tures on housing, beginning with the current issue.
This month, Jim Matson explores manufactured
housing, analyzing existing products on the mar-
ket, and speculating about the involvement of
architects in the process. Later in the year, John
Mutlow will write about single family houses, and
Richard Katkov will examine new approaches to
multiple housing. Other major features will include
an article on ambulatory clinics by Don Axon, an
issue devoted to architect-designed interiors coor-
dinated by the interior design committee, and a
feature by the Associates on Colorado Place and
the role of the architect as developer.

LA Architect will continue to look at individual
new buildings in our Additions and Deletions col-
umn, as well as review books, conferences and
events, and publish news relevant to the Chaprer
and local architectural concerns.

The editorial board is always looking for arti-
cles which will interest AIA members. We wel-
come contributions from the architectural com-
munity, and would like to hear from you. If there
is a particular issue you are interested in writing
about, please get in touch with LA Architect
through the Chapter office.

Barbara Goldstein
Editor

LA ARCHITECT
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Banner Competition

LA Architect invites architects, students and
designers to submit proposals for anew banner.
® [t should be 10" wide, and be read horizontally
at the top of the folded newspaper.

® [t incorporates the date, price and publication
information presently included with the banner.
® It is easily reproducible in black and white.
The prizes for the competition are the following:
first prize, $100 and the chance to see your banner
used in LA Architect; second and third prizes,
$25 book certificates and a one-year subscription
to LA Architect. The judges will be editorial board
chairman John Mutlow, editor Barbara Gold-
stein, past-president Robert Tyler, and LA Archi-
tect design committee member Lester Werthei-
mer. The judges reserve the right not to use any
of the banners proposed.

Submissions must be made by March 15, 1984,
Winners will be announced in the May issue of
LA Architect. For complete information and reg-
istration, send $10 to Banner Competition, LA/
AlA, 8687 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90069.
Checks should be made payable to LA Architect.

Correction

The text on Turf Town’s density in the December,
1983 LA Architect was stated incorrectly. It should
have read, “*Altogether, the town provides per acre
80 dwellings, 60,000 square feet of commercial
space, and parking for 300 cars.”

Comment

PDC II

Continued from page 1

Supervisors. But it is also, sadly, a hopelessly
muddled companion to one of our more eccentric
architectural obsessions.

After all, the PDC doesn’t stand up. It lays down.
Everyone knows that. And it’s not really a build-
ing, because real buildings have parts. And fronts
and backs. The PDC simply—exists.

As a result of an unorthodox effort to eliminate
superfluous detail and produce a building whose
envelope was uninflected, regardless of orienta-
tion or context, the PDC became the prototype
for a new breed of minimalist building, Its vocab-
ulary of extrusion rather than assembly distin-
guishes it from any and all building types in
southern California. Yet the developers have
apparently embraced a scheme to graft a conven-
tional expansion onto its flank, blissfully ignorant
of the fact that, except for further extrusion along
the established axis, the slightest alteration to the
building is strictly a job for, say, Hieronymus
Bosch. The issues are morphological as well as
functional, mythical as well as practical.

That the Pacific Design Center is hardly a great
building and is, at most, an inspired one-liner is
beside the point. The PDC exists in our collective
memory as a landmark, a symbol, and one of the
few truly unforgertable images in Los Angeles.

Gruen Associates must be aware of this, but in
their eagerness to “solve™ the considerable func-
tional requirements implicit in doubling the
showroom area, integrating a new hotel designed
by Denny Lord, and finding room for a vastly
larger contingent of automobiles, they have reduced

the role of Cesar Pelli’s building to that of a mere
fagade for the complex, and failed to create a cor-
respondingly memorable image for the addition.

Where Pelli has been disciplined, they have been
ingratiating. Worse, where the original building
is most clear and uncompromised, at the entrance
gallery, the proposed expansion offers a muddy
transition which not only maims the original, but
confuses the intent of the resulting space. There
is a kind of maw where the old entrance used to
be, but that’s for cars on their way to a six-story
parking lot. There is a chopped-up, folksy plaza
out front “for the neighbors,” one supposes, and
a glittery, skylit court for receptions. But there is
nothing to suggest that one is about to enter any-
thing more committed to principled design than,
say, the average airport hotel lobby.

Neither the chance to extend and refine the
original building nor the opportunity to remedy
its admitted flaws was addressed. So we're going
to get a sequel. You know the kind: like Airplane
11, or Jaws Il and III or Chainsaw XXX (The
Sequel). Somehow the same stars are unavaila-
ble—the original architect is teaching somewhere
in Connecticut—but it’s still Hollywood.

Craig Hodgetts
Mr. Hodgetts is an award-winning designer,

Plan of proposed PDC addition (source: environmental impact report)
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Report

Islands 1in the Stream

This year, the Queen Mary was again the setting
for Voyage, the design festival sponsored by Los
Angeles, Orange County and Cabrillo chapters of
the AIA Associates. This vear’s festival, subtitled
“Islands in the >tream,” was a visual feast. Some
speakers showed visions of what the world can
be; others what it should be. Most addressed the
role of technology in art and architecture, if not
directly then through its use as a tool. Many dis-
cussed contextual issues, or the relationship
between their work and human events and values.
Disappointingly few addressed issues central to
the program—the isolation of the architect from
mainstream thought.

Mark Stetson began the program with slides of
elaborate miniature constructions for the movie
“Blade Runner.” He walked the audience through
the technical aspects of the film in order to explain
ideas behind the imagery. Conceptual drawings
presented by Syd Mead were a reflection on what
cities can become if they develop without reason
or order. The claustrophobic, never-see-sky land-
scapes are the grim result of ruthlessly applied
technology.

Shortly afterward, Michael Hayden presented
his “lumetric sculptures,” constructions of painted
argon tubes that respond to the presence of humans
or their activities. A monumental installation of
colored tubes, forming the ribs of a linear domed
skylight, signals the direction of arriving and
departing trains at a Canadian station. Another
installation, at the International Jewelry Center
in Los Angeles, responds to the body heat of
passersby. The most successful works embrace
sophisticated computer technologies to make
people more aware of their environments.

Jim Corcoran’s movies spoofed lay people’s
inattention to architecture—and perhaps the
architect’s seriousness—by asking out-of-context

questions of an unsuspecting public in unlikely

settings. Who can speak well of daylighting or
dream-homes when surprised at Disneyland or
the local swap meet? It was an ironic parody; the
awkward responses should only be caricatures of
public indifference, but they were in fact real.

After lunch, Bernard Zimmetman presented
some thoughts that elicited response from later
speakers. His talk, “Post-Modernism is Dead—
Thank God!,”

and righteous anger. In it he outlined terms of

exhibited both wishful thinking

the Modernist/Post-Modernist argument—spe-
cifically, that Post-Modernists are contributing to
the isolation of the architectural profession, be-
cause the decorative aspects of their work do not
solve real problems.

Steve Ehrlich followed, describing his work as
an ordered “response in form” to conditions of
the environment. A studio in Los Angeles and a
house in Santa Cruz are handsome works that
respond to the parameters of the program, as well
as to the history and physical qualities of the site.
He considers his work to be a celebration of these
parameters, an architecture “tied to place and
time.” Mr. Ehrlich also spoke about decoration
in architecture, stressing its importance, but in
deference to Mr. Zimmerman he allowed that
decoration is not architecture.

Mark Hall most directly addressed the issues
posed by the Voyage festival. He optimistically
urged that architects can reduce their isolation
and regain control and prestige if they pay atten-
tion to pressing social issues. His areas of concern
were the conservation of resources through pres-
ervation; re-use and infill; design for the elderly;
design of public spaces; the possibilities presented
by new technologies. He closed by emphasizing
the necessary balancing of art and business in our
protession.

Toward the end of the day, Ed Carpenter, a
stained glass designer from Oregon, presented
work with a consistent respect for context. This
was a response to the particular settings of his
works as well to place in a larger sense, the moods
of the Northwest environment. In his architec-

“Some speakers showed visions
of what the word can be; others
what it should be... . Dis-
appointingly few addressed
issues central to the program—
the isolation of the architect
from mainstream thought.”

tural installations, Carpenter works to establish
a relationship between the surrounding landscape
and the inhabited space, one that promotes an
awareness of human environment relationships.
But he also is concerned with more abstract issues
of form and symbolism, aspects of which are often
derived from an analysis of the physical functions
and processes of the inhabited space.

There were other messages, too. Bill Fain argued
that architects will reduce their isolation as they
become more familiar with political processes,
socio-economic concerns, land-use patterns, and
legislative, legal and zoning processes. Gary Col-
lins warned the audience of the dangers of the
new seductive technologies, particularly that our
relationships with the natural environment will
continue to deteriorate as they are increasingly
mediated by the equipment of technology.

This Voyage design festival provided a solid
sounding board for ideas about our role as
designers. Our influence as architects and design-
ers will increase as forums like these reach a wider
audience.

Mark Mikolavich

Generators of the Cylinder, neon art by Michael Hayden at the Jewelry Center.

speaker at “Voyage

Report

Whither Hotels?

Early last November, a two-day UCLA Extension
course, “Restaurant and Hotel Design: Which Way
Is The Future?” presented a smorgasbord of lec-

turers to discuss the state of the art in designing,

managing, and supplying what the presenters called
“one of the fastest growing segments of the envi-
ronmental marketplace.” The promotion was by
UCLA Extension Interior and Environmental
Design Program and Hotel and Restaurant Design
Magazine. The setting was not academic but amid
the bourgeois luxe of the Sheraton Grande Hotel.

Here gathered interior designers, architects,
lighting experts, artists, developers, hotel man-
agers, suppliers and even a few students, to min-
gle, talk shop and share ideas over cockrails and
gourmet fare. To this reporter, the few tidbits of
design information presented paled in compari-
son to the overriding and unintentional theme of
the weekend, a confirmation: the rich are getting
richer while the rest of us stay home.

In very broad brush strokes, the history of the
hotel industry in the United States falls into four
periods: 1 the expansion and development of
frontiers which saw the building of grandiose hotels
to lure people to new developments; 2 the devel-
opment of the resort industry which saw the growth
of hotels in national parks and coastal regions; 3
convention hotel development which corre-
sponded to the proliferation of International Style
architecture; 4 the development of multi-use theme-
hotels which have accompanied and promoted the
revitalization of urban areas. John Portman’s
atrium hotels have been the model for this last

phenomenon.

Hayden was a

“To this reporter, the few tid-
bits of design information pre-
sented paled in comparison to
the overriding and uninten-
tional theme of the weekend, a
confirmation: the rich are get-
ting richer while the rest of us
stay home.”

Which way will be the future? Hotels are money
making ventures, and they shall continue to act
as magnets for development and leisure while
reflecting national and world socio-economics.
Because the travel market has dropped 50% from
previous highs, and because buying power is
becoming more concentrated, new hotels are being
pitched to the discretionary traveler with dispos-
able income, large expense accounts and muluple
credit cards. Emphasis shall be placed on service
and quality while the actual number of travelers
served shall be reduced.

Big things shall come in small packages. The
trend is toward smaller, intimate hotels which offer
luxury to what is left of the “me generation.”
Interior designers shall be asked to create a cozy
residential feeling for smaller rooms seen as the
proverbial home-away-from-home. They shall also
have more control in developing a thematic con-
sistency to public interior spaces, the goal being
an “experience” for the jaded traveler.

An exceprion to this trend of shrinkage shall be
the bathroom, which is quickly becoming the most
important room of any hotel suite. The four-ele-
ment bath (tub and shower separate) is now the

norm while marketing wizards wage the “war of
amenities” to build bigger and better packaging
for custom bathbeads, shampoo, soaps, and
hairdryers.

Other physical trends include renovation of
existing facilities, due largely to the impossibility
of reproducing grand historical detail within the
budget. (Still, many will try in the name of post-
modernism.) Recent tax credit laws also have made
renovation more desirable and such “‘tax-sup-
ported urban renewal™ will increase.

Technical innovations will, of course, impact
the hotel of the future. “Energy-saving sonic field
presence” systems will be used to control seldom-
used lights in places like corridors where moving
warm bodies may be detected by the sonic sys-
tems. Ten times more efficient than incandescent
light, metal halide is slowly gaining popularity in
the hospitality industry. Resistance to metal hal-
ide is due to its predominately cool tones pre
ferred by plantlife. Pampered human flesh prefers
the flattering warm tones.

The ubiquitous computer has already assumed
the responsibilities of checking guests in and out
of hotels, and many hotels have installed com-
puterized digital security systems, which allow a
guest to program his own code for unlocking his
front door. Micro-computers in each suite will
soon be an amenity as standard as fresh daily
towels. Last but not least, you can expect the hotel
of the future to replace the television with a video
package.

The most interesting speaker of the weekend
was the designer, educator and writer, Fran Kel
log Smith, who spoke on the art and function of
lighting. (She taught us how to make everyone in
a restaurant look fabulous.) Also of great interest
was Sofia Smith, who talked about color and light
in describing her beautiful tapestry which hangs
in the Sheraton’s atrium lobby.

Overall, this course was a pleasant way to spend
the weckend, but could have been dramatically
improved with the inclusion of some startling
visionary viewpoint. Apparently, the hotel of the
future will not be all that unpredictable. Oh well,
most of us won’t be able to afford to visit it anyway.

M. Stan Sharp, AlA
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4545 ARDINE STREET
SOUTH GATE, CALIFORNIA 90280

(213) 583-4761

BECK & ASSOCIATES

Planning & Design Consultants

O INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE
O SPACE PLANNING

0O PROGRAMMING

[ SYSTEMS ANALYSIS

O BUILDING CORE ANALYSIS
O LEASING STUDIES

O TEST PLANS

O TENANT PLANNING

O CRAPHIC LAYOUTS

2210 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 209
Santa Monica, California 90403
(213) 559-2375 x 209

GLASSFIBER REINFORCED CONCRETE
Engineers and Manufacturers

Architectural Building Panels
Specialty Items

GLAS-CON INDUSTRIES, INC.
633 Van Buren
Placentia, CA 92670

(714) 528-1900

ENERGY ANALYSIS

CEDM STANDARD DESIGN
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
JOB COST CONTROL

math/tec

COMPUTER AID FOR ARCHITECTS ANDENGINEERS
118 SOUTH CATALINA / REDONDO BEACH, CA 90277 (213)374-8959

based on qualifications and
application: February 15th,
Architecture, California State

Part-Time/Temporary Faculty Positions
1984-85

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, Department of
Architecture has openings for full-time Lecturers for 1984-85.
Instructional areas: a) History, b) Structures, c¢) Environmental
Control Systems, d) Design, and e) Professional Practice. Minimum
qualifications: 1) B. Arch and appropriate experience, or 2) B.S. in
Engineering, or 3) Ph.D. or A.B.D. candidate, or 4) foreign degree
equivalent, or 5) exceptional professional achievements. Selection is

departmental needs. Deadline for
1983. Inquiries: Department of
Polytechnic University, 3801 West

Temple Avenue, Pomona, CA 91768. A.A. - E.O.E.
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The Masonry Institute of America
Offers the FOURTH Edition of the

Reinforced Masonry
Engineering Handbook

By James E. Amrhein, Str. Engr.
Updated for 1982—-1983 UBC.

To order the Handbook in
California, send a $34 check
(includes tax and shipping)
payable to the Masonry Institute of
America, 2550 Beverly Blvd., Los
Angeles, CA 90057. Price outside
California is $32.75.

Briefly Noted

Kindergarten Chats

For the third year, the Architectural League has
issued a call for young designers to submit project
portfolios to its Young Architects Competition,
“Kindergarten Chats 1984.” Recognizing that
young designers have few opportunities to discuss
their work with both peers and more established
practitioners, winners of this year’s competition
will present their projects during four evenings at
the League in Spring, 1984.

Inspired by Kindergarten Chats, Louis Sulli-
van’s frank but poetic musings on architecture
and its practice, the League welcomes innovative
projects of any type or medium, ranging from the
theoretical to the real, either built or unbuilt. The
deadline for portfolio submission is February 10,
and architects and designers who are ten years or
less out of school are eligible to participate. Sub-
missions must be original work and projects done
for academic credit are not eligible. For entry forms
and further information, write the Architectural
League, 457 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10022
or call (212) 753-1722.

This year’s entries will be judged by Diana
Agrest, Emilio Ambasz, Turner Brooks and Alan
Chimacoff. They will be joined by members of
the League’s Young Architects Committee who
conceived and organized this year's forums: Ben
Bendict of Bumpzoid, Daralice Donkervoet-Boles
of Progressive Architecture, Ethelind Coblin of
Fox & Fowle Architects, and Peter Wheelwright
of Anderson Wheelwright Associates.

Aspen and the Americas

*“Neighbors: Canada, Mexico and the U.S.” is the
theme of the 34th International Design Confer-
ence in Aspen which will take place from June
17-22. Chairmen for the 1984 conference are
Mexican architect Eduardo Terrazas and Cana-
dian journalist/editor Robert Fulford.

A variety of speakers will focus on the critical
problems, aspirations and accomplishments of the
three nations. Speakers for this year’s conference
will include author Ivan lllych; Joseph Ryckwert,
professor of architecture at Cambridge University
in England; historian Richard Morse; Mexican
architect Ricardo Legoretta; Canadian designer
Francois Dallegret. IBM-sponsored fellows from
around the world and mid-career American design
professionals will address issues related to design.

The International Design Conference in Aspen
is the world’s major interdisciplinary forum in
design. It is annually attended by over 1000 con-
ferees from all fields of design—architecture,
industrial design, graphic arts, urban design and
planning, and film—as well as other professionals
in related fields such as social science, business
and communications. For further information on
the 1984 International Design Conference in
Aspen, contact IDCA, Box 664, Aspen, CO 81612.

Official Awards

One of the State’s most unique building awards
programs, the California Building Officials Awards
of Excellence competition, is now accepting entries
for buildings which were completed in 1983. The
awards deal not only with aesthetics but with public
safety, concern for energy conservation, accessi-
bility for the physically handicapped, structural
integrity, and code compliance.

The design awards are sponsored by California
Building Officials (CALBO), an association of code
officials dedicated to ensuring safety in California
construction. The panel of judges includes: R. W.
Schuller, building director, Newport Beach; James
Bihr, PE, executive director, International Con-
ference of Building Officials; Ronald W. Bogar-
dus, PE, State Fire Marshal; Charles R. Imbrecht,
chairman, California Energy Commission; John
Canestro, PE, chief building official, Hayward;
Whitson W. Cox, FAIA, State Architect; Paul W.
Welch, Jr., executive vice-president, CCAIA.

The Design Awards of Excellence will be pre-
sented at CALBO’s annual business meeting in
Sacramento on March 9. All registered architects
and designers, licensed engineers and contractors
or developers are eligible to enter. Awards will be
presented in each of the following categories: sin-
gle-family residences; multi-unit residences; com-
mercial/industrial buildings; high-rise residential
or commercial buildings; rehabilitated buildings.
The deadline for submission of applications is
February 1. Applications and additional infor-
mation may be obtained by contacting CALBO
at (916) 457-1103.

Froehlich Prizes

Two fourth-year design students in the School of
Architecture and Urban Design at Cal Poly in San
Luis Obispo have been named recipients of schol-
arship awards by Arthur Froehlich, FAIA, who
has established a new scholarship fund at the school
this year. Gary Gomes received the $1,000 first
award and the $500 second award was given to
Richard Steele. Both students were among several
candidates selected to compete for the honors by
George Hasslein, the school’s dean.

Froehlich said that he established the Cal Poly
scholarships in recognition of that school’s fine
training programs for aspiring architects. All can-
didates presented portfolios of their work and were
interviewed by Froehlich on the school’s curric-
ulum and their philosophies of
architecture.

personal

Group Support

Gary Gilbar, AIA, president of the Architecture
& Design Support Group of The Museum of
Contemporary Art (A&DSG), has requested the
involvement and support of LA architects for the
development and execution of the A&DSG 1984—
85 program schedule.

Recent A&DSG events include the opening cel-
ebration of tRe Temporary Contemporary, on
November 21, and a symposium and exhibition
of architectural models entitled *“Views of Color:
Color on Canvas/Color in Interiors,” on Novem-
ber 1. More than 1500 architects and designers
participated in the opening and 800 attended the
exhibition. If you wish membership or program
information please call Judi Skalsky at (213) 854-
6307.

Buildings Beautiful

The Western Los Angeles Regional Chamber of
Commerce is preparing nominations for its 1984
Beautification Awards program. A jury has been
selected by President Dori Pye. It includes Samuel
Aroni, acting dean, UCLA Graduate School of
Architecture and Urban Planning; Robert Her-
rick Carter, ASLA, president, Robert Herrick
Carter & Associates; Herbert Nadel, AIA, pres-
ident of Herbert Nadel, AIA and Partners; N.
David O'Malley, AlA, president of Welton Beck-
ett Associates; Daniel Rosenfeld, vice-president,
Cadillac/Fairview, The 14th Awards
Luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, April 3 at the

Annual

Century Plaza Hotel.

To be eligible for an award, entries must be
located within the westside area, which is bor-
dered by Fairfax Avenue on the cast, Ocean Ave-
nue in Santa Monica on the west, Mulholland
Drive on the north and Century Boulevard on the
south, excluding Beverly Hills, Culver City and
Inglewood. These projects must have been com-
pleted in the calendar year 1983.

The chamber seeks your nominations for these
awards, If you know of any completed projects

that merit consideration, please call (213) 475-
4574 or write to 10880 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite
1103, Los Angeles, CA 90024, for an application.
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Manufactured Buildings

The Single Family Alternative

In the 1930s and 40s, when industrialization was
more glamorous, manufactured housing was
viewed as a way to provide large quantities of
inexpensive housing. Many people felt that in the
near future—at least by the Orwellian 1984—
we’d all be living in factory-built modules. After
all, we travel in factory-built automobiles, we do
our laundry in factory-built washers and driers,
and now we plan on factory-built computers. So
why aren’t we living in manufactured homes?

In the 1960s, the federal government still
believed in manufactured housing and decided to
encourage the industry. The result was Operation
Breakthrough, a HUD-directed project to develop
new technologies for building 25,000 housing units
in five years. The program failed to initiate mass
production of manufactured housing, although
25,000 units were built by numerous companies.

Since Operation Breakthrough, many attempts
at manufactured housing have started and failed,
but manufactured housing has definitely not
become the ever-present and logical next step in
the home-building industry. Is it an idea whose
time has not yet come? A discussion of what is
being done in the field today might be enlightening,

What is manufactured housing: There are sev-
eral types; themost familiar one is the mobile home—
a factory-built structure designed to be trans-
ported from place to place, but often set on a
foundation.

Another type of manufactured housing is the
factory-built or modular home. A third category
includes precut and panelized homes. These are
partially built in a factory and transported to the
site in pieces or panels.

To date, the majority of manufactured homes
are mobile or modular. In fact, they are capturing
a surprisingly large share of the single family
housing market—36% nationwide in 1981.
According to Gary Pomeroy of Golden West
Homes, in California, 15—20% of all single fam-
ily homes are built in a factory.

In 1981, the cost of a manufactured home,
excluding land, averaged $32,900 in California
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. This is far
below the comparable price of a site-built home.
Mobile homes support a far more stable lifestyle
than would be expected. Calvin Hamilton, the
planning director of the city of Los Angeles, stated
that the average length of stay in a Los-Angeles-
based mobile home is nine years. This compares
with three and one half years for a non-mobile,
single family home.

What are the advantages of manufactured
housing, as described above, over a site-built home?
One is the quality of construction; manufactured
housing is of a far better quality than can be
achieved on site, due to factory-controlled con-
ditions and special equipment. Kiln-dried lumber
is used because the manufacturer can’t wait for
lumber to dry during construction.

Production costs of manufactured housing are
less because labor rates of factory workers are
cheaper than field rates. The factory has no prob-
lem with weather, which results in a more effi-
cient and productive staff.

Time is an important advantage; a completed
modular home, ready to be set on a foundation,
can be built in about 30 days. This time frame
leads to dollar savings, since a shorter construc-
tion loan period means less interest expense.

Manufactured housing isn’t all good news. There
are some disadvantages, of which transportation
is one. Moving a three-dimensional structure is
expensive and can offset the cost savings of fac-
tory labor over field labor.

At the national level, another problem is stan-
dardization of codes. Each state has different
requirements, a situation which is certainly a
nightmare for a manufacturer trying to market a
standard product in more than one state.

The biggest disadvantage, however, of factory-
built homes is acceptability. No one likes them!
Continued on page 6

Heritage Square, John Sergio Fisher for Hub City Urban Developers, Compton

“After all, we travel in factory-
built automobiles, we do our
laundry in factory-built wash-
ers and driers, and now we plan
on factory-built computers. So
why aren’t we living in man-
ufactured homes?”

PR L e

Heritage Square, isometric
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The process of manufactured building: the modules are produced under controlled conditions at the factory.

The modules are delivered to the site where .

e
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they are assembled and finished. (Photos courtesy of LCS Homes, Fountain Valley)

Continued from page 5
Manufactured housing has an image problem,
partly due to its association with mobile homes.
Many people expect modular homes to look like
the cheap, flared-metal boxes that lined trailer
parks in the 1950s. In fact, a few of them do, but
these units are at the low end of the market in
both price and quality and are becoming fewer.

Manufacturers are now leaning toward homes
which resemble site-built houses. Drywall inte-
riors and wood siding are being used, as well as
site-applied materials such as stucco and masonry
veneers. Floor plans are becoming more spacious
to avoid the “railroad car” syndrome. But it takes
a long time to change one’s image and buyer
acceptance is slow.

A few notes about financing the manufactured
home would be useful. Lending institutions are
less willing to finance construction loans for man-
ufactured housing, due again to the problem of
acceptability. Construction loans are cheaper,
however, due to the shorter time period that the
loan is required; loan approvals often take longer
than the time required to actually build the house!

Let’s take a look at a few case studies. A good
place to get a feeling for the market is at the Man-
ufactured Housing and RV Show held each
November at Dodger Stadium. For an architect,
the show may be aesthetically depressing but it
provides a useful overview of the industry.

In the mobile home and RV market, one can
get anything from a van with a pop-up tent to
something resembling a habitable Mack truck.
Airstream still provides one of the more hand-
some products in the mobile and motor home
business. Their homes vary from 27-34 feet in
length and from $30,000-$80,000 in price. With
all the comforts of home packed into a maximum
of 250 square feet, they are highly efficient users
of space but not inexpensive ways to live.

Homes that can be placed on a foundation,
including both mobile and modular homes, come
in a wide range of prices and choices. For a mere
$5,000, one can purchase a precut log cabin kit
for a 360 square foot mountain hideaway. More
conventional homes range in size from 750 square
feet to 2,800 square feet. The cheaper ones start
around $18,000 excluding sitework, tend to be
the single-wide and double-wide mobile homes.
The finishes and detailing are of very poor quality
when compared with stick-built housing.

A number of the modular homes fall in the $30-
40,000 price bracket for roughly 1200-1400
square feet. Sitework, including foundation, garage
and installation runs around $10-15,000 extra.
These homes are a very good value per square
foot and begin to possess features found in con-
ventional housing, such as drywall interiors.

Thus, in the past few years, manufactured
housing has quietly but steadily been making
progress towards becoming an acceptable hous-
ing alternative, not only through the efforts of
manufacturers but also legally. In California, a

1981 law allows manufactured housing on any
single family lot as long as it meets certain mini-
mum criteria.

The multi-family housing market is also being
explored by manufactured housing entrepre-
neurs. Architect John Sergio Fisher, of Studio City,
has been designing factory-built multi-family
housing for the past 15 years.

Fisher began by making three-dimensional
concrete modules for housing, ranging from one
to three stories in height. Then he started building
wood structural modules and set up a factory to
produce the units for his own design projects. His
factory has a one-hundred-unit-per-year mini-
mum to maintain steady operation, with two
hundred units per year being optimal.

Fisher designs housing to suit the design cri-
teria of each particular project, then divides the
buildings into modular units to be built in his
factory. Hence, the design of the housing is of
primary importance, and the factory construction
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process becomes a tool to facilitate building. Fish-
er's factory, unlike most others, is not committed
to repetitious production of the same units in large
quantities.

An example of Sergio’s work is a 133-unit
townhome development for Hub-City Urban
Developers in Compton. Including site work, the
project cost roughly $30 per square foot. The
structure, with interior finishes, was factory-built
in twelve-foot-wide slices, and the exterior stucco
and roof tiles were site applied. This project suc-
cessfully integrates the factory modules into a
design concept resembling site-built housing.

Another company which has been factory
building multi-family housing is Forest City Dil-
lon (FCD). As mentioned earlier, this is one of
two companies surviving from Operation Break-
through; it now claims to be the largest builder
of high-rise residential in the United States.

The FCD system consists of three-dimensional
concrete modules and panels which are prefin-
ished in the factory. Each module weights 15-18
tons and is designed to fit within 1/8" tolerances.
The factories employ union labor which is 1/3
the cost of comparable on-site labor.

The high-rise portion of the Angelus Plaza
project, on Bunker Hill, was built by FCD. The
17-story towers were built in 23 days. (In Cali-
fornia seismic zone four, 17 stories is the maxi-
mum height allowed for this system.) Another
project by FCD is the Hacienda Hotel near the
LA Airport. It consists of the typical concrete-box
module, but the exterior is a high-tech skin of
Alucobond panels with rounded windows and pipe
rails.

Not all factory-built construction is meant for
the housing market; office buildings, schools and
community buildings are being built on assembly
lines. One company producing manufactured
commercial buildings is PBS Building Systems in
Anaheim. PBS has stock components available
“off-the-shelf,” or they will do custom buildings
for both sale or lease.

One building by PBS Building Systems is a two-
story office building for the National Broadcast-
ing Company in Burbank. The 40,320-square-foot
building was erected in 88 working days from
modules that are 12 feet by 60 feet. The project
cost just over $42 per square foot.

Manufactured building is definitely progress-
ing. Single family housing seems to be the primary
areca of concentration, with the most built exam-
ples and the largest number of manufacturers, but
multi-family manufactured housing is also
advancing quietly. After all, it requires little addi-
tional technology; most of the modules and con-
struction techniques used in single family housing
can be applied to low-rise multi-family projects.
And, as noted above, manufactured building can
also be used for commercial and public buildings,
both low-rise and high-rise. As an industry, how-
ever, manufactured housing still suffers from one
major problem: design quality. Although stan-
dards are far better now than they were five or
ten years ago, they still lack the quality which
would make the product more acceptable to the
public. Few talented architects have attempted to
design housing based on the parameters of a fac-
tory-built product, with its limitations and
advantages; developers and builders have been
doing most of the work so far. The situation is
ripe for an entrepreneurial, architectural spirit to
combine talent with opportunity.

James G. Matson, AlA
Mr. Matson is an architect with Kamnitzer and
Cotton.

NBC building, PBS Building Systems, Burbank
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“Few talented architects have
attempted to design housing
based on the parameters of
a factory-built product, with
its limitations and advan-
tages. ...
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News & Notes

1984 Election Results

First row, left to right: Bill Landworth, Mark Hall, Martin Gelber, Cyril Chern, second row, left to right:

- \

Bob Tyler, Margot Siegel, Bob Harris, Richard Appel, Ruth Bown; third row, left to right: Jim Bonar,

Richard Ciceri, Don Axon, Joe Jordan, Todd Miller.

Mark Hall, AIA, principal and co-founder of
Archiplan, Los Angeles, has been elected to the
office of vice-president/president-elect of the Los
Angeles Chaprer, With the Chapter, Hall has served
as a board director and as chairman of the Corps
of Architects committee for the Olympic Express.
He is president of the Los Angeles Conservancy
and a member of the American Institute of Cer-
tified Planners.

Hall received a bachelor of architecture degree
from the University of Michigan and a master of
city planning/urban design degree from Harvard
University. He also studied architectural planning
and economics at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

In other election results, William Landworth,
AlA, of William Landworth & Associates, will
become secretary and Richard Appel, AlA, of
Hutner & Appel, and Richard Ciceri, AlA, of
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, will both serve two
vears as directors. Joe Bob Jordan, AIA, incoming
president of the Los Angeles Chapter’s San Fer-
nando Valley section, will serve a one-year term
as a director. Martin Gelber, AIA, of Martin B.
Gelber, AIA, & Associates, assumes the presi-
dency of the Chapter and Cyril Chern, AlA, of
Chern & Culver, will remain as treasurer.

Directors completing their two-year terms in
1984 include Donald C. Axon, AIA of DCA/AIA;
James Bonar, FAIA, of Daniel Dworsky, FAIA &
Associates; Robert Harris, AIA, dean of the USC
School of Architecture; and Margot Siegel, AIA,
Architect.

Other board members are Robert Tyler, FAIA,
of Welton Becket Associates, immediate past-
president; Todd Miller, incoming president of the
Associates; and Ruth Bown, incoming president
of the Women’s Architectural League.

President’s Message

Historically, politically and creatively, 1984 will
be an important and exciting year for us all; and
it is with optimism and anticipation that | write
this message to you.

As artists and scientists we have an obligation
to enlighten, encourage and lead our society; and,
although far from the Orwellian nightmare pre-
dicted years ago, we find our world increasingly
more complex and our profession more cluttered
with legal and economic considerations. It is, of
course, likely that these distractions will continue
to multiply and frustrate; but, with the support
and cooperation of our board, committee chair-
men, staff and all members, as well as a greater
collaboration between allied professions, it is
possible, 1 believe, to continue to nurture creativ-
ity and invention and to question and facilitate
constructive change. We are indeed fortunate to
have among our Chapter a myriad of talented,
dedicated and enthusiastic bers. In this
important year | look forward to your involve-

ment and hope to hear your concerns and ideas
to help further this Chapter, and to enrich this
world we live in.

I am confident that this year of the Olympics
will be a good one for Los Angeles and for our
Chapter, and I am grateful for the opportunity to
work with you.

Martin Gelber, AlIA
President

Did You Know

I am invoking “executive privilege™ to devote this
column to one specific issue—delivery of the LA
Architect to our members and subscribers in a
timely fashion.

The November issue was unconscionably late,
and the Chapter office was bombarded with tele-
phoned complaints and inquiries. As the delivery
of mail is totally out of our control, the following
is an outline of how it works:

Deadline for the receipt of copy is the 25th of
the month prior to the month in which the issue
is mailed, i.e., October 25 for the December issue.
Compilation, editing, typesetting, paste-up, proofs,
proof-reading and printing of our 12-page news-
letter takes 3 to 4 weeks, after which the paper is
delivered to our mailing house. The mailing house
requires two full days to prepare the package for
mailing. The LA Architect is scheduled to be mailed
between the 22nd and 26th of each month, bulk
mail (and dated material, for anticipated delivery
between the 1st and the 5th of the following month.
(Bulk mail normally takes from 7 to 10 days from
date of mailing to receipt at destination.)

The package is delivered to the Terminal Annex,
downtown, which processes and distributes it to
the local post offices within—according to the
postal handbook—48 hours. The delivery of your
LA Architect is totally dependent on the whim of
your local post office. According to my infor-
mation, mail carriers are permitted 32 pounds a
day for distribution, with first and second class
mail taking precedence. As an example of what
this means, if there are two recipients of the paper
in the same household, one might conceivably
receive his copy as much as two weeks later than
the other! (I know, it has happened to me.)

Then why doesn’t the Chapter mail the LA
Architect by first class mail? Because the differ-
ence in the postage cost could amount to as much
as $12,000 a year! And that’s not considering the
anticipated increase in postal rates next year.

The timely delivery of our Chapter paper is of
prime concern to all of us, and we do our best to
achieve it in all ways over which we have some
control. Your comments and suggestions are wel-
come. Your understanding would be appreciated.

Janice Axon

Executive Director

LA/AIA

Board of Directors Meeting 2210, Pacific Design
Center, 1 November 1983.

President’s Report: Bob Tyler reported that the
LA Times had a nice article about the Olympic
Express and added that we should get another
one on the Olympic Gateway.

Los Angeles, along with three other cities, will
be considered as a convention site for the 1988
National AIA Convention. There has also been
some discussion on changing the convention from
spring to fall.

Moved Widom/Second Hall, the following: that
we agree to have Los Angeles considered for 1988
National AIA Convention. Tyler stated that this
involves tremendous responsibility and we will be
obligating a future Board. Janice Axon stated that
the membership was polled and we received a
10% response which is about average. 9.7% said
*go for ir.” Carried.

We received a letter from the East Bay Chapter
thanking us for backing them in keeping the
National dues structure at the same level.

Treasurer’'s Report: In Cyril Chern’s absence,
Janice Axon submitted the Treasurer’s Report.
The deficit is somewhat lower and hopefully it
will continue in that direction, but we are still
expecting a small deficit at the end of the year.
To the best of our knowledge we have all of the
1983 dues that we are going to get. Widom stated
that he anticipated that we will be using the reserve
fund to cover whatever deficit may occur.

Executive Director’s Report: Janice Axon stated
that it was a definite commitment that the Gate-
way would be erected in a prominent place during
the Olympics. In line with that, PDC has agreed
that they will allow the second place winner to
be erected here during WestWeek and remain
during the Olympics.

The Department of Rehabilitation is having one-
day seminars during 1984 on accessibility regu-
lations. The cost is $30.00 per person and you
will receive a copy of the new State Regulations.
There is limited registration so anyone who wants
to attend should call the California Department
of Rehabilitation.

Janice Axon Stated that she received a notice
of proposed changes in the regulations from the
Board of Architectural Examiners. She read this
notice to the Board members. She added that a
copy had been sent to the Legislative and Code
Committee.

The Board of Architectural Examiners has also
scheduled a *“Special Order of Business” for the
November 15th board meeting, The hearing is
open to the public. The purpose of the hearing is
to discuss “construction observation.” Margot
Siegel had photocopies which were passed out to
Board members. Bob Tyler stated that he felt that
the proposed regulations really put architects in
a precarious position. Many people will not pay
for the required supervision. The importance of
the meeting was discussed and Chet Widom rec-
ommended that it be sent to CCAIA for handling.
After further discussion it was:

Moved Widom/Second Lyman the following:
That we communicate with the Board of Archi-
tectural Examiners a position that we support the
concept of observance of the work and that there
should also be a requirement that a licensed archi-
tect provide such observance. Janice Axon asked
if this would be done through the CCAIA, or if
the LA Chapter would do it. Mark Hall stated
that he felt that the Legislative and Code Com-
mittee should act on it.

Motion amended by Widom/Second Gelber:
that this be implemented through CCAIA. Car-
ried. Janice Axon will carry this to CCAIA to get
them started. Margot Siegel will also contact either
Paul Welch or Bob Nannini of CCAIA.

Axon reported that she had received a letter
from Paul McCarty. Officials from the City of Los
Angeles want the Board to compile a list of sig-
nificant buildings in the LA area to give to visiting
architects. The list should contain what is the sig-
nificance of the building, the architect’s name and
any other relevant information. Bob Tyler
requested that this be printed in the LA Architect.

Cal Trans will introduce a bill in January that
could affect support for the Metro Rail. Funds
already allocated for this project could be
rediverted.

Associates’ Report: R. D. McDonald, Student
Representative for the AlA, has made a commit-
ment to run for ASC President in Washington,
D.C. If he is elected to that position, it will be a
significant accomplishment for the L.A. Chapter.

The voting will take place at the Associated Stu-
dent Chapter Forum during Thanksgiving week
in Atlanta, Georgia. Philip Yankey reminded the
Board that last year the Board gave a scholarship
to help a member of the Student Chapter to attend
the Forum. He stated that he would like to make
a motion that we do the same thing this year.

Moved Yankey/Second Gelber, the following:
that we appropriate $300.00 of which the Asso-
ciates are prepared to donate half to assist a mem-
ber of the Student Chapter attend this year’s Forum.
Carried.

Moved Lyman/Second Gelber, the following:
that the Board unanimously endorse the candi-
dacy of R. D. McDonald for President of the ASCA.
The motion was amended by Philip Yankey to
include that the support be verbalized and include
support of the ASC. Carried. Bob Tyler will write
the lerter.

Yankey introduced guest Seth Sakamoto, who

reported on the Associates’ second Annual Voy-
age and distributed the programs. He stated that
the program was very well received. There were
about 200 present and the Associates were already
planning ahead for next year’s Voyage.
WAL: Ruth Bown thanked everyone who helped
with the Home Tour. She stated that it made
$9,120, less expenses. This was better than last
year, but not as good as the year before that. One
of their members received an Award at the CCAIA
Convention.

Guests: Harry Newman stated that he had been
requested to make a report on the Richard Neutra
exhibit put together by Dion Neutra. He stated
that he had looked into it and would like to rec-
ommend that 1/12th of the budget for the Pro-
gram Committee be turned over for this purpose.
After some discussion it was: Moved Gelber/Sec-
ond Hall, the following: thar we agree in concept
with the exhibit. Discussion: it was discussed that
it should be specific that the Board’s support is
for the speakers. We would not be contributing
any money toward the exhibit. Gelber amended
his motion as follows: That we support the spon-
sorship of the Chapter to endorse the lecture series
for the Neutra Exhibit to the limit of 1/12th of
the Program Committee Budget. Widom pro-
posed a substitute motion: that the Chapter des-
ignate a particular meeting for our normal pro-
gram during March or April to a Neutra discussion
and that we tell Dion that we would like to inter-
act that with his exhibit. Lyman seconded the
substitute motion. The motion was amended by
Gelber to provide that we formally invite the School
of Architecture and Planning of UCLA to partic-
ipate in the arrangements. Carried.

Harry Newman concluded his report by dis-
cussing what he had hoped to accomplish as Pro-
gram Chairman. He said that he felt there were
too many programs and they should be quality.
There is so much going on here at so many levels
with so many groups sponsoring things. He
requested any suggestions the Board cared to offer.

Robert Nasraway, Chapter Headquarters
Chairman, distributed the report of the 1983
Headquarters Committee on relocation of the LA/
AIA. There were eight sites reviewed in the report
with pictures and relevant information. He stated
that the move was not imminent since our lease
at the PDC has two-and-a-half years to go. After
further discussion it was: Moved Harris/Second
Gelber, the following: that the report be turned
over to Ex-Com for review and that they come
back with a recommendation at the next Board
meeting. Carried.

Membership News

New Members—AIA: George William Hornett,
VITRO Architects; Philip C. Chiao, Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill; John L. Lyons, H. Wendell
Mounce, AIA & Associates; Richard Douglas
Kalish, Robinson/Takahashi/Katz & Associates;
Seraphima Lamb, Consultant, McCormick Con-
struction Company; Charles Dean Deakin, Can-
nell & Chaffin Commercial Interiors; Edward S.
Levin, Edward S. Levin, Architect, AIA; Anna
Maria Howell, Gruen Associates; Fred Hoffman,
Kamnitzer & Cotton; Akira Miyake, Ohbayashi
America Corporation; Dilip Tiwari, Dilip Tiwari,
Architect, AIA; Mohamed 1. Soliman, C.F. Braun
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& Co.; Carmelo A. Sabatella, Port of Los Ange-
les; Chae Joung Bahng, Chae Bahng & Associ-
ates; Camilla Oishan Lim, Abrahamian, Paglia-
sotti & Tanaka; Yuan-Yu Peter Li, Delta 79, Inc.;
David M. Puretz. Bullock’s Store Planning; James
R. Anderson, University of Southern California;
David Pae, Urmston, Stichl Associates; Jay Carl
Stichl, Urmston, Stiehl Associates, Inc.; Leonard
Steinbrueck, Urmston, Stiechl Associates, Inc.;
Henry H. Thomas, Jr., Daniel L. Dworsky, FAIA
& Associates.

New Associates: John S. Miramontes, A. K. Ngai
& Associates; Larry Schlossberg, Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill; Korajack Srivongse, Pedersen,
Beckhart, Wesley & Stice, Architects; Hany D.
Talya, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill; Anne L.
Watson, Melvyn Green & Associates, Structural
Engineers; Ronald A. Milberger, ANCO Engi-
neers; John Edward Frias, Jr.; Environmental
Planning & Research, Inc.

Professional Affiliates: David J. Phillips, Lee
Saylor, Inc.; James Edward Amrhein, Masonry
Institute of America.

ProPractice Subcommittee

At the last meeting of the ProPractice Sub-Com-
mittee, Raymond L. Gaio, Vice President of Dan-
iel, Mann, Johnson & Mendenhall, presented a
comprehensive view of the architect and archi-
tecture including many facts and figures. Mr. Gaio
explained that while doctors have as potential
clients 100% of the population; lawyers can count
on at least 75%; architects have a mere 7% who
patronize their services. As a consequence, the
need for the architect to market his services is
considerably more important. We must stop and
take stock of our resources, make an inventory
of the talent of the people who work for us, expand
on services in which we are strong and reduce the
ones for which there is a limited need. In other
words, we must match our services with the mar-
ket by creating our own clients.

Mr. Gaio explained the difference berween
marketing architectural services and business
development. Marketing is creating the demand
for your architectural services by whatever means
you can. This is something for which architects
have not been trained. In school, we were trained
to spend hours working on design solutions, sep-
arating ourselves from students in business, law,
medicine, etc. The students we never met in col-
lege are now our clients.

Marketing identifies the opportunity for busi-
ness development. Take Prudential Insurance, for
example, which hires about 500 architects to work
for them. They also lend money to developers
who hire architects for shopping centers, office
buildings, etc. The architect should approach every
one of these. Sometimes it appears that we, as
architects, have blinders on and don’t identify our
own opportunities. It is necessary for us to go
after everything with a logical and positive atu-

est in a project and go full force for it. In most
organizations the management will stagnate and
burn out after a few years. Mr. Gaio recommends
all firms make a major shift in their management
every 10 years to keep them alive and vibrant.

Professional Affiliates

On November 10, 1983, the LA/AIA Profes-
sional Affiliates elected officers and directors of
the board to serve a one-year term for 1984.

® President elect: De Ann Morgan, project man-
ager for the Real Estate and Buildings Depart-
ment, Design and Construction Branch of the
United States Postal Service.

® Vice-president elect: Edy Rose, environmental
aruist, designer and educator. Owner of the Edy
Rose Studio.

® Secretary elect: Marci Miskinnis, marketing
coordinator for Howard, Needles, Tammen and
Bergendoff.

® Treasurer elect: Art Kaplan, national account
executive for National Education Corporation
specializing in management and industrial training.
® Director of membership: Mel Bilow, principal
of M B & A specializing in mechanical design.

® Director of publicity: Suzanne Morales, design
consultant for Metromedia.

Message from the President

The Professional Affiliates are proud to be rec-
ognized as an integral part of the AIA. Our cur-
rent membership of 125 represents many archi-
tecture-related fields. We have been members of
the AIA for 3 years and this past year we have
strengthened our organization, to gather our
resources, in an effort to achieve greater unifica-
tion with the AIA in 1984. It is our intention to
augment and assist the AIA in our special areas
for a consolidated effort to construct and main-
tain a better built environment.

The Professional Affiliates have achieved much
success with our events in 1983, but it’s only the
beginnning of what we can offer the AIA. In 1984,
the Professional Affiliates will direct its efforts
towards supporting the AlA in their functions with
more direct involvement and an emphasis on
communication, social events and education. To
make our efforts beneficial and effective for
everyone, the Professional Affiliates need the sup-
port and participation of all AIA members. We
are determined to keep the caliber of ongoing events
up to the high standards and image of the AIA.

De Ann Morgan

tude. It is basically just hard work. Express inter- President
Positions Open Miscellaneous

California Solariums, a local dealer for nationally
distributed Four Seasons Greenhouses, needs ser-
vice representatives. Must be good closers with
construction knowledge, willing to start imme-
diately in a commission position. For more infor-
mation contact (213) 479-7733.

Position Wanted

Experienced, licensed architect, with degree in
computer information systems, secks position with
architectural firm planning to implement CAD and

office automation systems. (213) 663-3407.
Space Available

Office space in Schindler House for rent to archi-
tect or designer. 200 square feet, $137.50 per
month. 651-1510.

Space available with conference room and tele-
phone in Santa Monica architect’s office. 474-
3541 or 392-5718

Back issues of LA Architect for record set. 1976:
January, March, April, May, November, Decem-
ber. 1977: March, July, October. 1978: Septem-
ber. 1980: November. 1981: February, March.
Call 651-2258.

Information

Monthly rate: 50¢ per word with $5 minimum.
Any word or character separated by letter space
counts as one word. Deadline: typed copy must
be received in Chapter office by seventh of month
before month of publication. In event that this
deadline falls on weekend, typed copy must be
received by last working day before seventh. Plac-
ing ads: type copy double-spaced on clean sheet;
calculate charge and make check or money order
payable to LA ARCHITECT; send typed copy,
payment, and letter requesting insertion to LA
ARCHITECT, LA/AIA, 8687 Melrose, Suite M-
72, Los Angeles CA 90069. Notice: Failure to
follow these instructions will result in the ad not
being published.

Passive and Active Solar Design
Energy Consulting
‘Title 24' Code Compliance

(213) 829-2738

Subscribe to LA Architect!
Name

Street

City

State, ZIP
Send check or money order for $15,
payable to LA Architect, to LA Archi-
tect, LA/AIA, 8687 Meirose, Ste. M-72,
Los Angeles CA 90069.

LUMBER ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

We have available to you:
e Design information
e Technical assistance

e Literature including Timber Construction Manual,
grading rule books, Western Wood Use Book,
National Design Specifications, Span tables

WOOD — The only renewable natural resource

If we can be of help to you, call or come by

1915 Beverly Blvd. Ste. 202 Los Angeles, Ca. 90057

213-483-6450
Look to this symbol :
for all your drawing and Rep g.o ; g/r aphic
diazo printing needs. PPY
EQUIPMENT AND REPRO SERVICES
SUPPLIES Printing title blocks/Machine

Drafting and lettering machines,
vinyl board covering. leads and
sundries/Chairs, lamps, drawing
and light tables/Paper and film
for diazo printing and drawing/
Pin bars and punches/Diazo
machines, vacuum frames, and
parts/Deronized water, aqua and
anhydrous ammonias.

Repro-Graphic Supply
2737 San Fernando Rd., Los Angeles 90065
(213) 223-1511

maintenance/Pin bar punching/
Consultation/Sales/Installation/
Delivery

BRAND NAMES

Blu Ray/Borco/Charvoz/
Clearprint/Designmate/Diazit/
Dietzgen/Gradco/Hamilton/

K+ E/Kroy/Luxo/Mayline/Mutoh/
Neolt/Planhold/Rayven/Register-
mate/Repro Technology/
Teledyne Post/Teledyne Rotolite/
Vemco

CHARLIE CHAN

PRINTING

*» » » Rush Job Specialists » »
Serving Los Angeles Architects

COMPLETE COPY, PRINTING & TYPESETTING

% OVERSIZE COPIES AVAILABLE AT
5825 SUNSET BLVD. — 466-9591

% FULL BLUE PRINT SERVICES AT

3200 WILSHIRE BLVD. — 381-1301
8229 SANTA MONICA BLVD. — 650-6492

— FIVE LOCATIONS —

3061 Wilshire Blvd. 3200 Wilshire Blvd, 5825 Sunset Blvd. 6110 Sunset Blvd. 8229 Santa Monica Blvd.
LA CA 90010 LA. CA 90010 Hollywood, CA 90028  Hollywood. CA 90028  W. Hollywood. CA 90046
(213) 3806121 [213) 381-1301 (213) 466-8591 (213) 464-7228 (213) 6506492
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Books

Pleasure and Sadness

A. Quincy Jones: The Oneness of Architec-
ture. Edited by Elaine K. Sewell, Ken Tanaka,
Katherine W. Rinne. Process Architecture Pub-

lishing. 162 pages, $19.95.

Architecture 1s an inberent correctness of scale,
structure, proportion, oneness of space between
building and site, and simplicity of expression
combined with seriousness of thought that enables
architecture to withstand the reactions of today
and the test of tomorrow. — found among the

writing of A. Quincy Jones

I have just finished re-reading, examining and
analyzing this special issue of Process Architec-
ture on A. Quincy Jones. He was my dean at the
USC School of Architecture, and 1 was honored
to know him those last four years of his life.

Quincy was the perfect role model for a young
architect. He pursued architecture with a love and
passion that shines in all of his work. By working
continually from 1945 to 1979, he developed his
art, not only professionally but by teaching and
sketching while he traveled. He was a local, a
Califorma Modermist who produced work wor-
thy of his numerous awards and international
attention.

A. Quincy jones: The Oneness of Architecture
comprehensively examines his work, revealing the
diversity and richness of one man’s aesthetic. The
language is harmony, balancing landscape, struc-
ture and functionality. Here we are made jealous
of living and working places which are half court-
vard, half organization—the Herman Miller fac-
tory, the Smalley house, and Warner Brothers
Records. Even his tract homes in post, beam and
glass were of exceptional sensitivity with master
plans for communiry and housing that combined
privacy with economics, as shown in the Eichler
homes of 1951-1954. (And we are treated to fun
photos of baby-boom furniture in open-plan
kitchens.

While the majority of the insttutional and
commercial projects used massive concrete, their
contruction was scaled by the rhythmic place-
ment of voids and framework lines, softened by
planting and shadows; the full-color photo of the
Peninsula Center library captures this mastery.
The people, though small in proportion to the
building clements, comfortably fill the space with
their presence.

Below: Eichler home, San Rafael

Above: Carillon, UC Riverside, 1966
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“The night photo of the Caril-
lon Tower at UC Riverside was
the form of poetry that he
always encouraged me to write.
The loose squiggly lines of his
sketches reminded me of how
he said that all great work must
have a bit of humor.”

As the editor has noted, this book is not a proj-
ect list of his work. Instead, it is a sampling of
small gems as exemplified in the travel sketches
and two pages of Quincy’s photos entitled
“Glimpses,” “Looking Up, Down, Through,”
“Seeing Shapes with Lights and Shadow.” Also,
a wealth of fine architectural drawing by Jones
and his colleagues is included, scattered through-
out the book.

[ looked through the pages with growing plea-
sure and sadness each time | re-examined the con-
tents. The night photo of the Carillon Tower at
UC Riverside was the form of poetry that he always
encouraged me to write. The loose squiggly lines
of his sketches reminded me of how he said that
all great work must have a bit of humor. The
interior shots of the barn brought back numerous
gatherings where | was introduced to the Eames,
engaged in debate abour the furure with Konrad
Wachsman or sipped wine while marveling at the
incredible organization of “things™ surrounding
me.

My complaints about the book are minor. The
quality of reproduction is fine. The small print
required for a bilingual edition makes reading dif-
ficult at late hours, and perhaps | would have
organized the work in a less chronologically scat-
tered manner. For me, there were just not enough
of his design development sketches; they are so
insightful to his thinking process.

Architects are often castigated for speaking in
tongues, for omitting lovers and friends from their
intense conversations with colleagues. While this
may not be the book Quincy would have written,
it does show that he listened to the world around
him and spoke a universal language of form in

response.

Donna Jean Brown
Ms. Brown is project administrator
at Alpha Construction

Briefly

H. H. Richardson-Complete Architectural
Works. By Jeffrey Karl Ochsner. MIT Press. 466
pages, $50.

Henry Hobson Richardson was born in 1838, and
although he is considered to be the leading Amer-
ican architect in the second half of the 19th cen-
tury, his work has received little detailed study.
This book attempts to make up for this neglect
by cataloging all of Richardson’s known designs.
It is the first study of this type to be published.
Richardson’s more famous projects are well
studied. The amount of his work is vast, but there
is delight in pursuing its variety and its ingenuity,
though necessarily briefly, as well as how it has
aged. The train stations, of which there are many,
are a good example of how his work has stood
the test of ime. Many are no longer used as sta-
tions or have been changed substantially, as the
20th century commuter relates to the local station
very differently than the 19th century traveler.
But these buildings remain useful and delightful;
even the surrounding, black-topped parking lots
or insensitively placed clerestory windows do not
detract from their original order. H. H. Richard-

son should be a valuable resource for all architects.

Charles Wheatley
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Calendar

Chapter Events

® January 10: Associates Board Meeting. 6:30
p.m. in Second Floor Conference Room, Pacific
Design Center. Call Todd Miller at 476-88135.

® January 21: LA/AIA Installation. Reception at
6:30 p.m., dinner 7:30, program 9:00, Biltmore
Hotel. Admission: $35.

Exhibitions

® Through February 26: Plywood Furniture,
including designs by Aalto, Eames, Mathsson,
Rohde, Schindler and Wright. Saturdays from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m,,
Schindler House. Entrance, $1.50 for students,
$3 others. Call 651-1510.

® January 23 — February 4: Contradictions: In
Search of a Context, work by Charles Lagreco.
Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat-
urdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Harris 125, USC.
Call 743-2723.

Courses

® January 5 — March 8: Architectural Photog-
raphy with photographer Marvin Rand, UCLA.
Fee, $145. Call UCLA Extension at 206-8503.

® January 9 — March 19: Computer-Aided
Design Graphics with systems analyst Michael
Fuller, UCLA. Fee, $500. Call UCLA Extension
at 825-9061.

® January 10 — March 20: Palladian Architec-
ture with historian Maria Ares, UCLA. Fee,
$185. Call UCLA Extension at 825-9061.

® January 10 — March 20: LA Architecture:
Pueblo to Post-Modernism with architect
Robert Coombs, UCLA. Fee, $155. Call UCLA
Extension at 825-9061.

® January 10 — March 20: Interior Design of
Health Care Environments with Patricia For-
dot of Bobrow Thomas, UCLA. Fee, $185. Call
UCLA Extension at 825-9061.

® January 11 — March 20: Design and Execu-
tion of Small Commercial Projects with
Douglas Lowe, AIA, UCLA. Fee, $185. Call 825-
9061.

® January 11 — March 21: Architectural Mate-
rials and Building Systems, Santa Monica
Design Center. Fee, $185. Call UCLA Exten-
sion at 825-9061.

® January 12 — February 16: Inside LA Archi-
tecture: Study Tour with Rebert Hale Jr.,
various locations. Fee, $110. Call UCLA Exten-
sion at 825-9061.

® January 13 — March 23: Architectural Mate-
rials and Buildings Systems, UCLA. Fee,
$185. Call UCLA Extension at 825-9061.

® January 18-20: Asbestos Abatement, spon-
sored by Association of Wall and Ceiling Indus-
tries. Call Jerry Wycoff at (202) 783-2924.

® January 26: Base Isolation of Buildings, sem-
inar on earthquake damage reduction with
Christopher Arnold, AIA, and Ronald Mayes
and Lindsay Jones of Dynamic Isolation Sys-
tems, AmFac Airport Hotel. Call Dynamic Iso-
lation Systems, (415) 843-7233.

® January 29 — March 4: Missions, Mansions
and Monuments: The Management of His-

toric Sites with Martin Weil, AIA, various
locations. Fee, $95. Call USC Continuing Edu-
cation at 743-4343.

® February 4 — March 3: Historic Sites of
Southern California with Martun Weil, AlA,
various locations. Fee, $185. Call USC Contin-
uing Education at 743-4343.

Lectures

® January 11: if it's the Monday Night Lecture
It Must Be Pomona, panel with Bruce Leigh
Rudman, Bill Bobo, Tim Bundy and Craig
Jameson. 7 p.m. in Main Gallery, Environmen-
tal Design, Cal Poly. Call (714) 598-4182.

® January 16: Oscar Tusquets. 5:30 p.m. in
Harris 101, USC. Call 743-2723.

® January 18: Thomas Hines. 8 p.m. in Harris
101, USC. Call 743-2723.

® January 18: The Viennese Connection by
historian David Gebhard, part of “Roots of
Richard Neutra.” 7 p.m. in Main Gallery, Envi-
ronmental Design, Cal Poly. Call (714) 598-
4182.

® January 23: Bernard Maybeck: The Califor-
nia Architect of the 1900s by Kenneth Kard-
well of UC Berkeley, part of “Roots of Richard
Neutra.” 7 p.m. in Main Gallery, Environmen-
tal Design, Cal Poly. Call (714) 598-4182.

® January 23: Contradictions: In Search of a
Context by Charles Lagreco. 6:30 p.m. in Har-
ris 101, USC. Call 743-2723.

® January 29: Preserving Folk Art Environ-
ments. 2 p.m. in Gallery Theater, Barnsdall
Park. Call Conservancy at 623-CITY.

® January 30: Neutra Contemporaries: Gill,
Schindler, Green and Green, Wright by his-
torian Robert Winter, part of “Roots of Rich-
ard Neutra.” 7 p.m. in Main Gallery, Environ-
mental Design, Cal Poly. Call (714) 598-4182.

® February 1: Conversations Between the
Grand Canyon and the Grid by William Mor-
rish. 5:30 p.m. in Harris 101, USC. Call 743-
2723.

® February 6: Eric Mendelsohn by Frederick
Koeper of Cal Poly, part of *Roots of Richard
Neutra.” 7 p.m. in Main Gallery, Environmen-
tal Design, Cal Poly. Call (714) 598-4182.

Other Events

® january 7: CCAIA Associate Committee /
Southern Region meeting, OCC/AIA Chapter
office. Call Ron Takaki at 257-0574.

® January §: Da Camera Players performing
music by Martinu, Ravel, Benjamin and Mil-
haud, part of “Chamber Music in Historic Sites.”
2:30 p.m. in Gibbons House. Tickets, $25. Call
Da Camera at 746-0450.

® January 29: Love and Lamentation in Medi-
eval France, music by Abelard and others per-
formed by Sequentia, part of *“*Chamber Music
in Historic Sites.” 2:30 p.m. in Fine Arts Build-
ing. Tickets, $22. Call Da Camera at 746-0450.

® February 4: Designing the Future: Today's
Practice, Tomorrow’s World, sponsored by
AWA. All day at Art Center, Pasadena. Fees,
$65 for members, $75 non-members. Call 625-
1734.

1 & 4 HOUR “C” PRINTS
24 hour normal service—no charge for inter-negs. Can
work from negs, transparencies or art. Free pickup &

delivery. QP1 (213) 655-4322 or (714) 522.8255

NEW PREVIEW FILM SOCIETY.
Disc w/filmmakers & Jim Brown/KNBC
66-Jan. 28
widerry L 3 / Marty Feld
Kurt Vonnegut's novel. SASE to
Ray Engel/ 7557 Hampton/L.A. 90046
(213) 850-5411

(above home lor sale wWC $

CATCH THE FUTURE NOW

Your Telephone.

Hardwood Flooring
Information Bureau
just call us

213 357-2224

there's never a charge.

GREENHOUSE/SOLARIUM
MEETS ALL BUILDING CODES

‘ﬁ

SHOWROOM HOURS
Mon-Sun —— ™
9:00-6:00 R 1o
DUTDOOR LIVING-INDOORS! Bring light, air and sun-
shine into your home. A solar lifestyle enables you to
enjoy a warm sunny climate — all year. This beautiful
insulated FOUR SEASONS GREENHOUSE can create
open sun-lit spaces bringing the pleasures of greenery
to your family. Perfect as a solar collector, spa or patio
enclosure; OR to expand a living or dining area.
Quality Festures:
« Factory sealed insulated glass
« Exclusive, patented Pow R Vent™
«Curved or straight eaves
* Maintenance free
« LA std. plan check #417
* LA county plan check #25872

FOUR SEASONS
O * Sunspace/Greenhouse

9& Auth. Dealer

CALIFORNIA SOLARIUMS
11972 WILSHIRE BLVD., W.L.A.
(213) 479-7733 or (800) 872-6868

Visit our Showroom or Call

SUGATSUNE AMERICA, INC.

This is a service provided to ar-
chitects, builders, and interior de-
signers, Our technical staff can
supply you with literature, full
color brochures, research data,
consultation, and specifications
assistance in the selection of the
correct genuine hardwood flooring
for your project. At no charge

2
3
S

LA Architect:
You’'ve Read It.
Now Get It!

1. Complete form below.

2. Check method of subscription
and rate.

3. Make check or money order
payable to LA ARCHITECT.

4. Send payment and form to LA
ARCHITECT, c/o LA/AIA, 8687
Melrose, Suite M-72, Los Angeles,
CA 50063.

5. Your subscription will begin in
six weeks.

Name

Street
City
State, Zip

[] 1 year, domestic, $15

(17 year, foreign, $25
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Child’s chair and tables, Charles and Ray Eames, 1945. The chair is part of the exhibition, ““Plywood Furniture,”” and can be seen at the Schindler House through February 26.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Plywood Furniture Architectural Photography CCAIA Associate Commiittee
Exhibition continues Course starts at UCLA Meeting at OCC/AIA

Schindler House

8

Da Camera Players
Concert at 2:30 p.m.
Gibbons House

9 10

Computer-Aided Graphics Associates Board
Course starts at UCLA Meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Pacific Design Center

11

12 13

Inside LA Architecture
Course starts at UCLA

14

15

16 17

Lecture by Oscar Tusquets
5:30 p.m. at USC

18

Lecture by Thomas Hines
8 p.m. at USC

19 20

21

LA/AIA Installation
Biltmore Hotel

22

23 24

Lecture by Charles Lagreco
6:30 p.m. at USC

25

2 iy

28

In Search of a Context
Exhibition continues at USC

29

Conservancy Lecture
2 p.m. at Barnsdall Park

30 31

Neutra Contemporaries
Lecture at 7 p.m.
Cal Poly




