


FROM SEA 
TO SHINING SEA 

Who dumps old tires into our bays? Who picnics at our beaches and leaves litter for the tides 
to wash away? Who runs factories that pump refuse into our lakes? Who pours sewage into our 
rivers? Who throws all those beer cans overboard? Who's going to unpollute it all? 

Amehca, the t)eautiful. Our America. The crisis isn't in our cities; the cnsis is in our hearts. With 
a change of heart, we can change the picture. AIA/American Institute of Architects 

Send this page to your Congressman and ask him to support Federal efforts to control water pollution. 
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E D I T O R I A L 
The A I A architects of Louisiana are encouraged over the 
broadening public interest in a clean and orderly environment. 

The position taken by the Nixon Administrat ion on air and 
stream pollution fu l f i l l s one of the long sought-after goals of 
the A I A , which is "to awaken public officials to the danger and 
destruction caused by pollution." 

Perhaps but few of any non-architect readers are aware of this 
profession s concern for the conservation and use of wha t is 
beautiful and valuable in natures gifts. 

Architects have long known that good and enduring architecture 
comes f r o m thoughtful planning which takes into consideration 
harmonious relationships between the natural and the architect s 
man-made environment. Being concerned wi th a l l of the physical 
conditions for pleasant and productive l iving, architects have 
become involved w i t h total planning. They're concerned w i t h 
the availability of parks and recreation; how sewage is dis­
posed of, where schools are located; wi th the threat of floods 
and how t raf f ic moves. Architects are interested in zoning and 
property values, city growth, the availablity of air and ra i l 
services, fresh water and clean air. 

You'll see architects involved in programs to provide f o r more 
parks and more parking, for beautifying river f ronts and lake 
areas, for controls over signs that mar the beauty of our towns 
and highways. They're doing. Are you? 

I f you are interested in taking part in the decisions that af fect 
how your environment is being changed, you are invi ted to 
voice your opinions. Your congressmen, legislators, c i ty counci l 
and planning commission w i l l appreciate your interest. 
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Tulane University Library 

II 

OWNERS GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE NEW LIBRARY BUILDING 
The new library wil l be one of the 
largest buildings on the campus. I t will 
be the prime symbol of the University's 
tradition of excellence and its continuing 
insistence upon excellence as an educa­
tional and research institution. As such, 
the new central library must itself excel, 
incorporating the very best possible so­
lutions in design for function, philosophy 
of service, and appearance: 
1. The building should have a distinction 
and beauty symbolic of its central im­
portance to the achievement of the Uni­
versity's goals. 
2. I t should harmonize with other near­
by buildings. 
3. I t should be economical and efficient 
in its layout and design, without waste 
space and gratuitous monumentality. Its 
purpose is not to be a monument or 
tourist attraction, but a place for cons­
tant use by scholars at work. 
4. I t should be carefully adapted to 
the needs of those who will use i t . 

5. Avoiding ostentation and novelty for 
the sake of novelty, it should derive its 
excellence from the appropriateness with 
which i t is related to its various func­
tions and to its environment. 
6. The overriding goals of the library, 
and thus the imperative goals to be met 
in the building, are a wholly inviting and 
warm atmosphere toward encouragement 
of use of the library's resources by 
students and faculty, and the utmost in 
facilities for their comfortable and e f f i ­
cient use of these resources. 

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 
1. Capacity— 

(a) Books 1,250,000 
(b) Readers 1,500 
(c) Staff, Fulltime 118 

2. Provision for future addition - four 
(4) floors. 
3. Open stack arrangement, layout of 
shelving to be systematic, the objective 
being the greatest possible simplicity for 
the reader in locating the specific book 
he wants. 

4. A minimum of corridors with their 
waste of valuable square footage and 
their tendency to complicate in labyrinth 
fashion a reader's search for his specific 
objective. 
5. A single entrance and exit/control/ 
check-out point. Emergency exits: Mini­
mum number required by law, their 
ground-level exit doors absolutely con­
trolled by electric locks connected into 
the f i re alarm system. Folding gates or 
other means of locking off access via 
stairways or elevators to each floor are 
desirable. 
6. Flexibility - Maximum desirable in 
all areas. 
7. Book stacks - Dispersed, free-standing 
rather than multi-tier stacks in a central 
core. 
8. Air-conditioning throughout. 
9. Art i f ic ia l illumination - According to 
latest standards of intensity and quality 
for library lighting. 
10. Fireproof construction. 
11. Fixed windows throughout building. 
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L A A HONOR AWARD, 1969 
LA SALLE PARISH COURTHOUSE 

J E N A , L O U I S I A N A 

JURY C O M M E N T S : A fine, simple structure well adapted to its 
site. The organization of the elements of the plan is excellcjit, and 
foresight in allowing for future expansion is commendahle. A 
good building. 

P R O G R A M : 
The problem involved the design of 
a new courthouse faci l i ty on the 
site of the existing courthouse bui ld­
ing. The site sloped approximately 
10' f rom front to rear. This advan­
tage afforded the opportunity of u t i l ­
izing the rear of the bui lding as a 
ground level drive-in for the Sheriffs 
Department w i t h parking available 
beneath the bui lding; access to the 
Basement storage areas, drunk tank 
and elevator to the other floors. The 
First Floor, w i t h easy access to the 
ground level at the f ron t of the bui ld­
ing, was so designed to house all the 
Parish facilities and some adjunct 
State facilities. The Second Floor 
houses the Jail only. 
Part of the requirements were to re­
use a "court bel l" which, through the 
years, had developed into a tradition 
of being rung by the Sheriff as the 
court convened. The new bui ld ing in­
corporated this bell at the rear en­
trance adjacent to the Sheriff's Depart­
ment so that this tradition can be 
continued. Further, the comer stone 
of the old building was to be re­
installed in the new bui ld ing and this 
was accomplished by using i t in the 
marble walls around the Court Room. 

S O L U T I O N : 
A survey of the growth of the Parish 
over the last 20 years resulted in j^ro-
jected growth for the next 30 years 
and space allocations for the various 
Parish Departments were made f rom 
this study. The f u l l Basement beneath 
the bui ld ing allows for future expan­
sion. The walls of the First Floor are 
so designed on a 3' x 3' grid to allow 
complete f lexibi l i ty and relocation of 
partitions. The permanent walls of the 
Court Room were designed of marble 
on the corridor side and walnut ply­
wood interior. 
I n addition to the usual Parish fac i l i ­
ties, space was provided for housing 
a Court Jury, and complete Jail w i t h 
Jailer's Quarters. 
Certain areas of the Basement are so 
designed to ser\'e as a C iv i l Defense 
Shelter. 
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B A R R O N , HEINBERG, & B R O C A T O — Arc/iifecfs 

AREA: 48,500 Square Feet 

COST: $810,300.00 
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CHARTRES CATHEDRAL 
C H A R T R E S , F R A N C E 

mm 



Louisiana's Architectural Heritage 

MANRESA - JEFFERSON COLLEGE 
C O N V E N T , L O U I S I A N A 

I K F K I J J S O N ( () L I , H ( i i : . 

On the River Road near Convent, Louisiana, stands an 
impressive group of white-columned buihlings overlookinj» 
broad jjreen lawns, shaded by ancient rows of live oaks. This 
is now Manresa, a Jesuit retreat house well known to most 
Louisianians, thousands of whom have spent weekends in 
retreat in these quietly beautiful surroundings. 

The origin of these fine structures, originally Jefferson 
College, goes back to the years following the election of 
Pierre Derbigny in 1828 as governor of Louisiana and a 
return to political power of the French-speaking part of 
the population. I t was founded by a group of these French-
Louisianians led by Andre Bienvenu Roman of St. James 
Parish, who was elected governor in 1830 after the accidental 
death of Derbigny. On February 28, 1831, he signed a 
legislative act incorporating the subscribers of Jefferson 
College which he described as "an institution . . . where our 
children will find the means of completing their course of 
studies without leaving their native land." 

The sixty-five acre site was purchased on July 2, 1831, from 
Jean Vavasseur who, for $3500, sold his plantation at a 
bend in the river that soon came to be called "College Point." 
The construction program was financed by private subscrip­
tion although the State Legislature later provided some 
subsidies. No record of building contracts nor mention of 
architects for the college have been found, but within a year 
construction had progressed to such a point that on July 21, 
1832, an advertisement was placed in the Louisiana Courier 
by the building committee of Jefferson College inviting pro­
posals to be received until August 20 at Donaldsonville "for 
the plastering to be done and furnishing the materials." 

Construction of these first buildings was not completed until 
near the end of the year 1833 and on January 6, 1834, the 
Board of Directors announced that classes would begin the 
next month. 

On March 5, 1835, a committee of the legislature published 
a report on its f i rs t inspection of the new college, stating that: 
" I t has been opened only since one year and the number of 

students does not exceed sixty-two. The buildings, which 
are solidly erected with bricks, will undoubtedly last many 
years and are well distributed for the use of which they are 
designed . . . I f separate lodgings from the principal building, 
designed for married teachers, were erected, as is the in­
tention of the direction as soon as the means will allow of 
it , then the college could receive upwards of two hundred 
and f i f t y students." 

The cost of the buildings and land had by this date amounted 
to $70,000, with a balance of $3,431 still due. The college was 
found to be operating at a loss and the legislative committee 
recommended state assistance to this private secular insti­
tution, adding that, "They are bound in justice to say that 
the college of Jefferson (established as it is to promote public 
interest by the liberality of some citizens) is entitled to the 
same support and protection that have been granted to the 
(state) college of Louisiana (at Jackson) which heretofore 
has drawn all its resources from the public treasury." 

I t was probably soon after this committee report of 1835 
that houses were erected for married teachers, for by 1842 
five such residences had been constructed. Only one of these 
houses had survived, the one on the up river side of the 
college, probably the president's house, which is a handsome 
square structure with a colonnade of tall, slender, fluted 
Doric columns across the front. All of the buildings were 
undoubtedly of red brick, probably painted red with the 
brick joints pencilled (painted white), with white columns 
and trim and green blinds, the sort of transitional Federal-
Greek Revival style that had been brought down from the 
original American states after the Louisiana Purchase in 
18()3. Many Americans coming into the new territory, some 
by way of Natchez, were of course familiar with Thomas 
Jefferson's impressive group of buildings at the University 
of Virginia, built of red brick with white colonnades, and at 
Jefferson Military College in Washington near Natchez, also 
done in red brick but without colonnades. 

The professors' houses and the twin porters' lodges at the 
entrance were being constructed at approximately the same 
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