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The beauty of marble the durability of concrete , . 

T E R R A Z Z O brings an old-world touch to a structure of modern elegance 
Textured on the plaza, highly polished for interior floors, 
traditional terrazzo in a hold new pattern sweeps across 
the entire ground level of the new administration huild-
ing of the American College of Snrgeong* 

The striking design keys the shape aiul placement of 
outdoor pools and fountains, provides a pleasing con­
tinuity as the huilding is entered. To achieve the special 
tones desired, the architects specified l)oth white ami 
grey cement matrices, comhined with white, hlack or 

grey marble chips, and hlack obsidian. 
The beauty will last. Terrazzo has exceptional life 

exj)ectancy, easy maintenance. Everywhere architects 
are recognizing the esthetic as well as the practical ad­
vantages of the age-old terrazzo process. OfTering an 
almost unlimited range of colors and patterns, terrazzo 
enbances the most modern design ideas. 
P O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
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American College of Surgeons' Administration Building. Ardiitecls-Engineers: Skidmore, Owings & Merril l. Chicago. 
Terrazzo Contractor: Roman & Co.. Chicago General Contractor: Turner Construction Company, Chicago 
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of the future and... 

N E W TOWNS 

From the Isle of Manhattan to the Coast of Gold, from East 
to West, from North to South, New Towns are sprouting 
like lapel buttons at a love-in. Real estate promoters, land 
speculators, banks, corporations, pension funds, supply manu­
facturers are eyeing what could be a rich market for their 
treasure, products, and skills. They are joined by a host of 
unlikely associates; including on occasion civil rights workers, 
history buffs, power saw wholesalers, pineapple plantation 
overseers, sociologists, fair housing councils and men who 
have abandoned hope that the conventional, suburban tract 
housing market can shelter low and middle-income American 
families. 
One New Town in Minnesota may be partly covered by a 
geodesic dome so climate and smog can be controlled. On 
the Colorado River 10,000 tons of London Bridge are being 
resurrected so the "instant" Lake Havasu City can have 
identity and a tourist attraction. In Eastern North Carolina's 
Black Belt, Floyd McKissick has enlisted architects, planners, 
and engineers to design Soul City which would house 17,000 
persons on 1,800 acres near Warrenton. The House Ap­
propriations Committee wanted to know if Soul City would 
be segregated; McKissick said no. Architects ask how good 
design can be summoned to this stage. 

WHAT'S NEW? 
Dynamite of America's urban crisis — the poor left behind 
in decayed cores, housing increasingly difficult to obtain for 
more and more Americans and raw land being digested at 
the rate of one Detroit a year — has given new thrust to 
New Towns. Otherwise they would remain largely the dream 
and the problem of speculators. As an escape hatch, New 
Towns are getting a close look this year from Congress, the 
Nixon Administration, and professional groups like AIA's 
Urban Design Committee. The National Committee on Urban 
Growth Policy, headed by former Alabama Congressman 
Albert Rains, wants the federal government to heavily back 
110 New Towns. The committee got advice from Carl Feiss, 
F A I A , and Ralph Schwarz, president of AIA's New Urban 
Design and Development Corp. Sponsored by the League of 
Cities, Conference of Mayors, Urban America, Inc. and 
National Association of Counties, the Committee asked 
national, state, and local help to establish 100 towns averaging 
100,000 population plus 10 cities of at least one million each 
before the year 2000. The landmark Housing Act of 1968 
already allows up to $250 million in loan guarantees to get 
New Towns going. (So far none of this has been used.) But 
the Rains Committee, which included such diverse figures as 
conservative Texas Sen. John Tower, former Fresno Mayor, 
now Housing and Urban Development ( H U D ) Assistant 
Secretary, Floyd Hyde; and Milwaukee Mayor Henry Maier, 
advocates additional help. State agencies would get federal 
aid to assemble land in order to beat speculation. Payment 
on interest and principal would be deferred for 15 years so 
the New Town cash flow would have time to rise. The New 
Town concept, said Vice President Spiro T. Agnew, "promises 
an intellectual undertaking as great as the space age itself." 

E X P E R I M E N T A L C I T Y 
The most unusual New Town is being designed by the 
University of Minnesota's School of Architecture for a site 
to be announced in 1971. This is to be the experimental 
city of inventor Athelstan Spilhaus, now president of 
Philadelphia's Franklin Institute. It is to hold 250,000 per­
sons or more and be at least 100 miles from any existing 
urban center, explained Professor Walter Vivrette, so that 
it is free of contamination. The city is to show better ways 
to move humans, vehicles, and goods; to salvage air, land 
and water; to manage climate, to communicate and govern. 
A geodesic dome may cover part of the city to keep out 
smog and Minnesota's fierce winter. Residents of dream 
city may be able to perform office work at home by using 
closed circuit television. Packages and groceries could travel 
by tube, curtailing cars and trucks and noise, dust and fumes. 

N O W P E R M A D E C K * 
R O O F D E C K S 

A R E CERTIFIED 
Permadeck is made by forming l o n g , 

chemically treated mineralized wood fibers 
with Portland Cement into planks, tile or 
formboard possessing unique properties— 
strength, water resistance, fire resistance, 
insulation, high reflectivity and attractive 
appearance. 

A n d now P e r m a d e c k roof decks a r e 
cert i f ied. 

Certified Permadeck roof decks are ap­
plied only by Approved Permadeck A p p l i ­
cators who have the proper experience and 
equipment to asssure that architectural spec­
ifications are faithfully followed. 

At the plants, a rigid testing program is 
followed to assure that the P e r m a d e c k 
equals or surpasses published standards. 
Accurate job records concerning applica­
tions are kept by the Approved Permadeck 
Applicator. 

W h e n the job is completed, we a n d 
the appl icator j o i n t l y cer t i fy that the 
Permadeck was properly m a n u f a c t u r e d 
and installed according to a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
specifications. 

Al l of which assures you of satisfactory 
long term performance. 

For complete informat ion, c a l l y o u r 
Permadeck or Zonolite representative or 
write us. 

Z Q N Concrete Products Div is ion 
W. R. G r a c e & C o . 

P.O. Box 130, Brunswick, Georgia 31520. 

Phone (912) 265-6900 
P.O. Box 338, Terry, Mississippi 39170. 

Phone (601) 878-5565 
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Capitol Restoration Study 
Hailed By Architects 

The Louisiana Architects Association along with the American 
Institute of Architects congratulates Congress for ordering a 
complete engineering investigation of cost and procedures to 
restore the historic VVest Front of the U. S. Capitol. 

For more than 10 years the Institute, with heavy editorial support 
from newspapers and other media throughout the country, has 
urged such a study by independent engineers and other design 
professionals. Recent efforts have been directed bv Francis Leth-
bridge, F A I A , Vice President of AIA. 

A house-Senate Conference Committee has approved spending 
$2 50,000 for the study by private firms which is to take six 
months. Twenty-five thousand dollars was also approved for 
emergencv repairs to the section which was constructed in 1803 
and 1830. 

A I A Executive Vice President William L . Slayton said, "We are 
convinced that the Capitol can be restored and are pleased that 
Congress will evaluate the cost and feasibility of restoration as 
opposed to the S4 5 million, 4.5-acre expansion planned by Capi­
tol Architect J. George Stewart and his associates." 

The Conference Committee also earmarked $2 million for a start 
on the expansion but this cannot be used until the restoration 
study proves restoration is feasible. The Institute has opposed 
the expansion on grounds it will erase the last remaining exterior 
walls of the original Capitol building, will damage the noble 
architecture of the landmark, and will cost more than $166 per 
square foot. 
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St. Angela Merici Church and School 
M E T A I R I E , L O U I S I A N A 

C U R T I S a n d D A V I S 
A R C H I T E C T S 

Jury Comments: 
"The plan provides for the two functions, church and school, in an economical 
arrangement. This is clearly expressed in the clean exterior. This handsome 
building is a credit to its neighborhood." 

I 
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St Angela Merici Church and School 

A n economical and easily expandable 
solution to the needs of a young and 
growing parish was sought on this re­
stricted residential site. 
The resulting single building satisfies 
immediate school and church functional 
requirements with foundations and struc­
ture designed for an additional story 
ultimately providing thirty-two class­
rooms and a library. 
T h e ground floor church is cruciform 
in plan with .seating in three of the arm 
and choir and sacristy areas in the 
fourth. The center of the cross is the 
sanctuary. 
T h e upper section of the sanctuary 
pierces the second floor and is topped 
by a light-admitting dome. 
A total of 864 seats is provided in the 
three naves, purposely shallow to allow 
intimate participation by the parishoners. 
T w o small side chapels provide for priv­
ate devotion and special activities. There 
are four confessionals. 
Exterior approaches to each of the naves 
are emphasized by large open landscape 
spaces sheltered by the school above. 
F o u r stairways from the open spaces 
outside the church lead upstairs to the 
school. A ramp to the second level is 
provided for the children in the lower 
grades. 
The administrative area contains a small 
lobby, principal's office, secretary's work 
room, faculty work room and book 
storage. 
The school is air-conditioned, utilizing 
the refrigeration capacity of the church. 
Windows in the school were kept to a 
minimum, reducing solar heat and ope­
rating expenses. 
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