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If You Had Reduced Your Health Insurance Premium By 25% 
How Much More Would You Have Saved This Year? 

YOD m SAVE mm\ 
\m HEALTH ra 

I 
RASCE PROTECTIOS 

When they switched to the LAA comprehensive major medical 

plan many architectural firms found that the reduction in 

premium payments saved them much more than their total cost 

of L A A membership. This is possible because of the purchasing 

power, and reduction in expenses available to the AIA architects 

and employees who make up the LAA Group. 

I f you have an individual policy with co\'erage comparable to 

the L A A Plan you can estimate your monthly savings by multi­

plying your monthly premium by 25%. For a small firm group 

multiply your monthly premium by 20% . One L A A architectural 

firm of 15 employees found that they saved $96.00 each month 

or $1,152 each year. 

If you are interested in comparing your health insurance pro­
tection with the LAA Plan, clip the coupon, fill it in and 
mail it to: 

D I C K T H E V E N O T , Exec. Trustee 
Louisiana Architects Group Insurance 

Capitol House Hotel 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

I would like to know more about the 
LAA Health Insurance Plan. 

^\C0NTINENTf1L fJSSUHfJNCE 0. 
Underwriters of the L A A Health Insurance Plan 

S T R E E T N O . 
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U. S. PLYWOOD 

Inyites You to Its 

Traditional 

l A A CONVENTION 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 
9:00 -11:00 A.M. 

A d^ContaC n 
IMlILDKHsluHDWAMK ^ 

Invites You To Visit 
Booth Nos. 51.452 

At The LAA Convention 

GUS P U C C I O 

T O M W I L S O N 

F R A N K S I G L E N 

M A I N OFFICE 

1741 Wooddale Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, Lo. 

Owner and Manager 

Manager and Esfimator 
Monroe 

Estimator, Baton Rouge 

BRANCH OFFICE 

1609 Olive Sfr. 

Monroe, Lo. 

A U T O M O T I V E L I F E I N S U R A N C E BLDG. 
New Orleans, Lo. 
Architects - CURTIS AND 

Aluminum . . . 
Changing the Face of a City 

• Special Windows • Aluminum Door Frames 
• Sun Screens • Decorative Grills 

• Aluminum Flush Doors • Window Wal l s 
• Curtain Walls 

A L U M A G L A S S 
C O R P O R A T I O N 

4373 Michoud Blvd. New Orleans, L a . 7 0 1 2 9 
504 - 254-1900 

We Are at Your Service . . . Call Us for Complete 
Design Assistance and Preliminary Estimates 

Photo by Fronk Lotz M i l l e r 
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A r e Y o u B i g g e r T o d a y ? 

Main voiing architects, fresh out of college, have real hopes of 
biiilcling a larĵ e firm, aiul dare to do work that is imaginative, 
usclid and a\ant'-garde'. But practically all eventually fall into 
the comfortable traj-) of iloin^ cxerything the traditional way, the 
way the\ did it the first time. It's alwa>s easier. After you've 
done sonictliing a few times yon hardl\- ha\(' to think, and look at 
all the time you sa\e. 

It is indeeti unlortuiiatt that while we hecome so proficient in 
our daily routine that the rest ol the world about us is changing, 
and we become obsolete. W v'w Wkv the wagon maker who each 
\ear, tied to his work shop, made better and better wagons, but 
was confused as to why his gooti craftsmanship was not rewarded 
w ith greater sales. 

I meet architects occasionally who seem to have forgotten that 
there are other worlds beside the small one revolving around them. 
rhe\ arc not \enturing into new areas of thinking, they are not 
meeti 11̂4 new people, hearing new ideas or trying a new approach. 
They do not ha\e seven da\s experience in each week, but one 
clay's experience seven times. 

For you who have the wisdom to anticipate the future and are 
willing to sacrifice a few hours away from the board, on October 
1 8 there is an opportunity for expanding your world - for opening 
new possibilities for learning and growth. This opportunity is 
called 'ToiTTi l'\)llows Finance." 

1 hope you w ill attend this seminar and not only hear new ideas 
but put them to use, for it is not in the receiving of ideas (infor­
mation) that improves our worth, but in the actual experiencing of 
ideas. The experiencing takes the knowledge of and changes it 
into ability to. Fach time that you have the courage to do, you 
add to w hat is the real you a new abilit}. It is a part of you and 
you are increased. You are a bigger person. 

— T H E E D I T O R 

I N T H I S I S S U E 

Hats In The Ring 5 

Desmond Drawing 8 

New Orleans Hoard of Trade Plaza 10 

Court Decision 14 

E D I T O R I A L A N D ADVERTISING CONSULTANTS 
I'ief Kcsscls, AIA, Chainna)/ 

J. BuchniDKin Blitch, AIA • Morton A. Bernstein, AIA 
Frdncis Kubnhach, AIA • Pierce M. Meletov, AIA 

C. E. Newman, AIA • Hugh G. Parker, Jr., AIA 
Giis G. Quinn, Jr., AIA • Thilo Steinsclinltc, AIA 

L o u i s i a n a 

c h i t e c t 

Volume V I I I 

N u m b e r 10 

T H E LOUISIANA ARCHITECT, Official 
Journal of the Louisiana Arcliitecls Associa­
tion of the American Institute of Arciu'tects, 
is owned by the Louisiana Architects 
Association, not f o r profi t , and is pub­
lished monthly, Suite 200, Jack Tav Capi­
tol House Hotel, Baton Rouge, La., tele­
phone 348-433L Edi tor ia l contributions 
are welcome but publication cannot be 
guaranteed. Opinions expressed by con­
t r ibutors are not necessai i ly those of the 
Edi tor or the Louisiana Architects Asso­
ciation. Ed i to r i a l material may be freely 
reprinted by other off icial A I A publica­
tions, provided f u l l credit is given to the 
author and to the L O U I S I A N A A R C H I ­
T E C T f o r p r ior use. 

L A A O F F I C E R S A N D BOARD 

Max J. Heinberg, President; Raymond G. 
Post, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer; P. M u r f f 
O'Neal, Jr., Vice President; Ernest E. 
Verges, Vice President; Howard C. Sher­
man, Past President; Phares A. Frantz, 
Dee L . Glueck, Jack L . Roeger, Finley L . 
Ponthie, Pierce M . Meleton, James J. 
Cochran, W i l l i a m L. Mattison, J. Otto 
Broussard, I I I , Henri Mort imer Favrot, 
Jr. , Maurice Singer, Stanley W . Muller, 
J. Buchanan Bli tch, S. Stewart Farnet, 
Thi lo Stein.schulte, Robert E. Middleton, 
Dan P. Sandifer. Clyde M . Webb, Fer-
nand T. Picou, J. J. Champeaux, Clayton 
J . D ' A v y , Jr., Kenneth C. Landry, C. E. 
Newman. 

Dick Thevcnot, Editor 
Kenneth C. Landry, Chairman 

John L. Webb, AIA, Ed i to r ia l Advisor 
Tassin, Ferachi & Associates, Consultants 

Louisiana Architects Assn., Publisher 
John IL Schaeffcr, AIA, A r t Director 

Printed by P iKE BURDEN P R I N T I N G , I N C . 
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E R N E S T E. VERGES 
For President' 

There are several important challengfes facinj? architects 
now and others which w i l l become even greater i n the 
near fu ture . Some of these w i l l have to be accepted 
and solved by the individual architect, others can best 
be met by the L A A . 

One of these challenges is the survival of the small 
off ice . A larpre proportion o f our L A A members work 
in small offices. 1 feel the National A I A is oriented 
to the large offices and that our L A A should direct 
more attention to the needs of small offices. We could 
institute some type of a re fe r ra l service whereby the 
larprer offices would refer smaller projects which can 
be more e f f ic ien t ly and economically handled by a 
small off ice . 

Maybe we should study some method of conductinj; 
group practices or means of banding together com­
patible small offices, preferably w i t h varying specialties 
or resources, which might be more competitive wi th 
the larger offices. 

Continuing education i n the f o r m of seminars and 
possibly certain courses at one of our state universities 
during the summer months would greatly help the 
small practi t ion. Some e f f o r t has been made dur ing the 
past year by the L A A to implement some means of 
technical assistance such as computerized specification 
w r i t i n g which would be beneficial to the small off ice. 

I t is also evident f r o m the proposed revisions to the 
Standards of Pratice by the A I A that the architectural 
profession as we have known i t w i l l be changed com­
pletely. These changes, once again, are being promoted 
by the larger off ices and w i l l undoubtedly be a detr i ­
ment to the small offices. Ways and means to protect 
the small off ice must be found i f we are to survive. 

Ernest E. Verges is the principal in his own firm in New 
Orleans, and is a graduate of L.S.U., with a B.S. degree 
in Architectural Engineering. He holds NCARB Registration, 
and is currently licensed in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 
and Florida. 
He has served several years on the Board of Governors 
of the LAA and is now serving his second term as 
vice-president. 
Verges, is a major in the U.S. Air Force Reserve and 
completed an intensive training course at the U.S. Air Force 
Institute of Technology. He has held leadership positions 
in a long list of community, church and civic organixotions. 

P. M U R F F O ' N E A L , JR. 
For President 

Of the many challenges fac ing L A A architects today 
I feel that four should have top p r i o r i t y : 

A c la r i f ica t ion of the whole broad f i e ld of comprehensive 
services as i t relates to the present Standards of Pro­
fessional Practice and the Proposed Revised Standards. 
We should be, and in fact , must be, v i t a l l y concerned 
w i t h the proposed changes and their e f fec ts on our 
practice. 

A reasonable Statute of Limita t ions on B u i l d i n g Pro­
jects. Our ever r is ing costs of professional l i a b i l i t y 
insurance and the increasing complexity of bui ld ings , 
among other things, make this a must. 

Some methods must be adopted to require qua l i f i ca t ions 
of general contractors on public projects. A contractor 's 
state license, plus abi l i ty to post bond, does not neces­
sar i ly make a contractor qual i f ied to construct a n y 
type of building. Qual i f ied contractors are at a dis­
advantage, the project is penalized, and a rch i t ec tu ra l 
practice (and p r o f i t ) suffers . 

Both items 2 and 3 w i 
get at i t . 

require legislation. Let ' s 

Of al l the professions. Archi tecture (and Arch i t e c t s ) 
IS less known and understood than any other. O u r 
public image is poor. Each of us, and the L A A , mus t 
get at the work of tel l ing people what we do, and w h y 
we are qual i f ied to do i t . 

P. Murff O'Neal, Jr., is a partner in the f i rm of Weiner, 
Morgan and O'Neal Architects in Shreveport, and is a vice 
president of the LAA. He attended Centenary College and 
Tulone University, where as on honor student he received a 
Bachelor of Architecture degree. He currently holds NCARB 
Registration and is a member of the Louisiana State Board 
of Architectural Examiners. 
Murff is post president of the Shreveport Chapter, A I A , has 
served three years on the Board of Governors of the L A A 
and three years as secretory-treasurer to the Gulf States 
Regional Council AIA. He is o Technical Assistance Con­
sultant for Division of Rehabilitation Facilities of the De­
partment of Health, Education & Welfare. 

October, 1969 



R A Y M O N D G. POST, JR. 
For Secretary-Treasurer 

R A Y M O N D G . P O S T , J R . , is in private practice in his own f i r m and is 
current ly secretary-treasurer of the L A A . He is also vice-president 
of the Baton Rouge Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, 
and former ly held the positions of secretary, program chairman and 
membership chairman. Skipper is a graduate in architecture f r o m 
Texas A & M , and has been president, vice-president, and secretary-
treasurer of the Texas A & M Alumni Association of Baton Rouge. 
Act ive in civic and community a f f a i r s , he is President of the Baton 
Rouge Roundtable Club, and is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Camp Fire Girls Council. 

JAMES J . C O C H R A N 
For Vice President 

J A M E S J . C O C H R A N is a partner i n the f i r m of Cochran and Fugat t , 
Architects of Lake Char es, and is currently serving his second year 
as President of the Southwest Chapter, A I A . He received a B .A. 
degree in Architecture f r o m Louisiana State University and is the 
holder of several design honor awards. 

J im is a member o f : the Board of Stewarts of the F i rs t Methodist 
Church, a member of the Board of Directors of the Calcasieu -
Cameron Chapter American Red Cross, the Calcasieu Kiwanis Club, 
and the Board of the Salvation A r m y . 

W I L L I A M R. B R O C K W A Y 
For Vice President 

W I L L I A M R . B R O C K W A Y is in private practice in his own f i r m in Baton 
Rouge. He attended Oklahoma Univeis i ty , Southwestern Oklahoma 
Inst i tute , L S U , Univers i ty of Cincinnatt i , Weinhenstepher Technical 
College in Germany, and Tulane Universi ty . He holds a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree f r o m Tulane where in 1{)51 he graduated f i r s t 
i n his class. W i t h a to ta l f o u r years on the L A A Board of Governors, 
B i l l is a past secretary-treasurer of the L A A and a past member of 
the Gulf States Regional Council A I A , and a past president of the 
Baton Rouge Chapter A I A . Current ly he is on the Board of Directors 
of the Capital Area United Fund. 

He holds an A I A School Medal f r o m Tulane and an Alpha Rho Chi 
Medal. He has produced several T V programs on architecture and 
f o r the past 2 years has authored a weekly column on architecture 
i n the Baton Rouge Morn ing Advocate. 

The Louisiana Architect 



J . B U C H A N A N B L I T C H 
For Vice President 

J. B U C H A N A N B L I T C H is the principal in his own f i r m in New Orleans. 
He is a member of the Board of Governors of the L A A , is chairman 
of the Continuing: Education Committee, and was the li)()8 general 
chairman of the State Convention and Products Exhibi t ion. 

He attended Loyola University, Cal i fornia Polytechnic Inst i tute and 
holds a Bachelor of Architecture decree f r o m Tulane Universi ty. He 
did undergraduate work in Mexico, France, Belgium and Germany 
(1937-3U). 

J im has held numerous responsible positions in the New Orleans 
Chapter of the A I A and i n the L A A . He is a member of several 
national honorary architectural societies, and is the holder of num­
erous awards and citations in architecture. 

He is also the author of several published articles on architecture and 
a vis i t ing lecturer and design cri t ic at Tulane Univers i ty . 

FERNAND T. PICOU 
For Vice President 

F E R N A N D T . PICOU is a partner in the f i r m of Picou and Weimer 
Architects, Thibodaux, Louisiana. He has served as vice president 
of the Coastal Chapter, A I A , and is now serving his second term as 
president. 

Fernand holds a B.S. Degree in Electrical Engineering f r o m L.S.U. 
and a Master of Fine Ar t s in Architecture f r o m Princeton Universi ty . 
He was awarded the Butler Prize in Architecture in 1949 and a 
Fellowship in Architecture f r o m Princeton, 1948-1949. 

He has worked with architectural f i r m s in New York City and Baton 
Rouge and has been in private practice f o r 20 years. He is a member 
of the Rotary Club of Thibodaux, the Louisiana Engineering Society 
and the City Planning Commission of Thibodaux. 

C L Y D E M. WEBB 
For Vice President 

C L Y D E M . W E B B is a member of the f i r m of Johns and Neel, Architects 
i n Monroe. He is a current member of the Board of Governors of 
the L A A . He is the immediate past president of the Monroe Chapter 
A I A and has also served as a secretary-treasurer and vice-president. 

He is a graduate of the Univers i ty of Texas i n architecture. 

Clyde, as Program Chairman f o r the 1969 Convention, has organized 
the seminar sessions and arranged f o r outstanding speakers. 

October, 1969 





2 g ^ * ^ « 

^ a> S 

^ ° ^ c - ^ 

2 t i 

C3 O 

E a. 

'V) C C3 

^ 2 

o 

TO c C TO _ 
3 

c: g 

o 
TO 

O g 
S B 
o ^ 
4_1 t/) 

c 
s-o 
D, CI, 

c 

C 
•a 

c 

:̂  

Q 
o 

TO tft c» <L> 

TO . O 
a; bo 3 ^ 

.£ 8 ^ • £ < 

TO TO 

CO p 
^ o ^ 

1̂  < 5̂  

TO 
S 3 

TO 

O 
^ o 
•*3 ^ 

o a 

1̂ 
'TO - C 

~ s 
f 5 . 5 


