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The results 
are positively 
electrifying 

They laughed at Ben Franklin . . 
while. 

But his experiment with a kite string has become 
the reality of thousands of miles of power lines. 

In the spirit of Ben Franklin's contribution, a major indus­
try has grown, the American Way . . . public service through 
free enterprise. 

Louisiana's Investor-Owned Electric Companies serve over 2,000,000 
people with all the electricity they need every day . . . reliabi 
service at low cost. 

Like Ben Franklin, we're serious about making life better for the people we serve. 

INVESTOR-OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANIES 
OF LOUISIANA! • Southwestern Electric Power Co. • Central Louisiana Electric Co. 
New Orleans Public Service Inc. • Louisiana Power & Light Co. 
Gulf States Utilities Co. 



PUT YOUR 
BUILDING 

CONTENTS 
IN A 
S A F E . 

CLIENT 
20% ON FIRE 

INSURANCE COSTS 
on the building and 

on its contents 
by using Certified 

Concrete Masonry Units. 
CHECK WITH YOUR 

INSURANCE BROKER. 

LOUISIANA lODUCT! 

INC. 
L A k * C h a r l e s B a t o n R o u g a N e w O r l e a n s 



Editorial 
Urban Design and Development Corporation 

E S T A B L I S H E D B Y T H E A M E R I C A N I N S T I T U T E OI A I K IH I HC T S 

A half-ccntiiry ago, tJic Waiduuis School of Dcsioji nvrs foioidcd 
by Walter Gropiiis "to show how a multitude of iudividuah, 
u illiiiiJ, to work coucertedly hut u ithout /o.s/;/g their ideiitity, 
could evolve a kinship of expression in their resjjonse to the 
cludhniges of the day. Its aim was to give a basic diinon^tid 
tion of hou' to maintain iDiity iti diversity, and it did tJiis witJi 
the materials, teehniques, and form concepts gernuinc to 
its time." 

Architects toda)', cliallcnged by dynamic social and ccononiit 
forces, are still searching for ways to meet the unprecedented 
demand for effective new solutions to urban and environmental 
problems. To stimulate increased participation by the architect­
ural profession, the American Institute of Architects created in 
1969 an independent, action-oriented, nonprofit organization, the 
Urban Design and Development Corporation. 

The Corporation is committed to the investigation and develop­
ment of an environment that is compassionate and sympathetic 
to man and the new architecture for that environment which is 
concerned with the human and social consequences of physi­
cal design. 

The architect's unique capabilities, from his broad knowledge of 
building technology, to his awareness of individual needs, must 
be used to create humane places for life, work and play. 

Because the urban context has grown increasingly complex po-
Htically, economically and socially, new methods are being investi­
gated to create a framework within which the design professions 
can participate effectively, for the quality and scale of solutions 
must be formidable and the public as well as the private interest 
must be served. Therefore, a primary function of the Urban 
Design and Development Corporation is the examination of the 
processes which impede development and the creation of multi-
structured clients through which major projects can be conceived, 
designed, financed and built. Acting as a catalyst, the Corpora­
tion is seeking to create new opportunities for the architect to 
actively engage in finding solutions to the urgent urban and 
environmental problems of today. 

Through direct participation in projects involving the revitali-
zation of the center city, transportation as the skeleton of urban 
form and function, and the new community as the extension of 
the existing urban complex, the C'orporation is working to promote 
recoFiciliation of tlic present dixision between physical and human 
renewal. In its long-term program, however, the Corporation is 
concerned with the total problem of achieving the "humane" en­
vironment, whether it be urban or rural, suburban or inner city. 

The American Institute of Architects has pledged to the corpora­
tion the support of its I Iead(|uarters staff and more than 160 local 
chapters with over 23,000 architect members. The Institute looks 
to the Urban Design and Development Corporation to establish 
dialogues and close working relationships with the academic com-
munitv, business corporations, government and private organiza­
tions and professional societies. 
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HE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT, Official 
Journal of the Louisiana Architects Associa­
tion of the American Institute of Architects, 
is owned by the Louisiana Architects 
Association, not for profit, and is pub­
lished monthly, Suite 200, Jack Tar Capi­
tol House Hotel, Baton Rouge, La., tele­
phone 348-4331. Editorial contributions 
are welcome but publication cannot be 
guaranteed. Opinions expressed by con­
tributors are not necessarily those of the 
Editor or the Louisiana Architects Asso­
ciation. Editorial material may be freely 
reprinted by other official A I A publica­
tions, provided f u l l credit is given to the 
author and to the LOUISIANA ARCHI­
TECT for prior use. 
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Aluminum . . . 
Changing the Face of a City 

ST. MARY'S DOMINICAN COLLEGE 
New Orleans, La. 

Architect: J. BUCHANAN BLITCH, AIA 

• Special Windows • Aluminum Door Frames 
• Sun Screens • Decorative Grills 

• Aluminum Flush Doors • Window Walls 
• Curtain Walls 

A L U M A G L A S S 
CORPORATION 

4373 Michoud Bird. New Orleans, La. 70129 
504-254-1900 

We Are at Your Service . . . Call Us for Complete 
Design Assistance and Preliminary Estimates 

O U T S T A N D I N G F E A T U R E S 

I N S U R E 

/ p o l y - m a r 
P O L Y E S T E R T E R R A Z Z O 

S U P E R I O R I T Y 
Poly-mar floors display the traditional 
beauty of terrazzo 

^ Negligible moisture absorboncy 

^ Lightweight - approximotely 3 
lbs. per sq. f t . 

Only !/4 inch thick, thus no need 
to recess slob 

^ Superb insulating qualities - warm 
to touch - quiet to walk on 

^ No strips required 

^ Acid and stain resistant 

Resistant to indentation 

iiT Easily installed, easily maintained 

Terrazzo Systems Corporation 
2451 Low Sf. New Orleons, Lo. 7011 7 Phone 943 -3389 

FOR SPECS WRITE OR CALL 

L E E J . L O C K W O O D — V I C E P R E S I D E N T . S A L E S • P H O N E 9 2 6 - 2 4 9 2 

1 4 4 0 S H E R W O O D F O R E S T B L V D . • B A T O N R O U G E . L A . 7 0 8 1 5 
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with the magJiificerit new 

R I V E R G A T E E X H I B I T I O N C E N T E R 
New Orleans Competes for National and International Conventions 

Covering six city squares, The Rivergate, the new $13,500,000 Port of 
New Orleans Exhibition Center, is located in the heart of New Orleans, 
where famed Canal Street meets the Mississippi River. It is one of the 
principal components of the city's beautiful new International Center, which 
also includes the new International Trade Mart Tower. 

This carefully planned structure, one of the most modern and efficient 
meeting facilities in the nation, lias been designed to handle virtually any 
type or size of exhibition, trade show or convention. Accommodations for 
meetings are flexible enough to comfortably seat more than 17,500 persons, 
or as few as 115. The Rivergate provides up to 132,500 square feet ol 
column-free, usable floor area for exhibits, which is one of the largest exhibit 
floors in the nation. It is completely air-conditioned. 

The Rivergate has underground parking facilities, is near railway and bus 
stations, and is only a short ride via expressway to New Orleans International 
Airport (Moisant). 
The size, versatility and beauty of The Rivergate combined with the charm, 
good food and distinct personality of New Orleans makes this city a com­
petitor for convention dollars in an international market. 

A R C H I T E C T S : 

Edward B. Silverstein & Associates 
Curtis and Davis 

Mathes-Bergman and Associates 

The Louisiana Architect 
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M Magnolia Mound 
^ > Plantation House 

Restoration 
B A T O N R O U G E , L O U I S I A N A 

Located on potentially one of the most 
dramatic sites in Louisiana, this early 
plantation, now surrounded by the 
City of Baton Rouge, has important 
atchitectural and historical signific­
ance. 

The original section of the building 
was built in the late 18th century and 
is one of the few remaining examples 
of mud and moss construction. While 
its basic form and plan typify early 
Louisiana building techniques, its in­
terior detailing is more a part of the 
developing Federal period in America. 

The builder for Magnolia Mound Plan­
tation House was John Joyce. After 
Joyce's death, his widow, Constance 
Rochon, married Armond Allard Du-
plantier, aid-de-camp to the Marquis 
de Lafayette during the revolution. 
The plantations which this magnificent 
site overlooked were of foremost im­
portance in the development of the 
Baton Rouge area. 

The people of Baton Rouge have de­
cided to restore this building to its 
original character and are beginning 
this project under the guidance of 
Foundation for Historical Louisiana. 

J O H N D E S M O N D , F A I A 




