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You take us for granted 

(... in our case, 

thaf s a real compliment.) 
Louisiana's Investor-Owned Electric Companies provide reliable, 
low-cost service to more than 2,000,000 people, thousands of 
industries, hospitals, homes and schools, and an occasional electric 
back-scratcher . . . and everyone takes us for granted. 

No matter what the demand, no matter where, the Investor-Owned 
Electric Companies provide low-cost, reliable electricity for every 
need, f lowing at 186,000 miles per second, whenever you want it. 

Go ahead. Enjoy your electrical service. 

Take us for granted. 

In our case, that's a real compliment. 

I N V E S T O R - O W N E D E L E C T R I C C O M P A N I E S 
O F L O U I S I A N A ! • Gulf States Utilities Co. • Southwestern Electr ic Power Co. 
Central Louisiana Electr ic Co. • New Orleans Publ ic Serv ice Inc. 
Louisiana Power & Light Co. 



COST 

How can you cut the rising cost of multi-story construction? 
With L O A D B E A R I N G C O N C R E T E M A S O N R Y W A L L S and 
P R E - C A S T ROOF AND F L O O R S Y S T E M , from Louisiana 
Concrete. A fine example of this High Rise—Low Cost system 
is the new Century Square apartment complex, in Baton Rouge. 
How high up is your next project? Check with us about the 
C O N C R E T E M U L T I - S T O R Y S Y S T E M . You'l l find the cost 
for going UP isn't H I G H at all. 

• • • • • • p n r T 

Wm. C. Ellis—Architect Wm. J. Mouton—Structural Engineer Milton J . Womack—General Contractor 

LOUISIANA PRODUCTS 

INC. 
Lake Charles Baton Rouge New Orleans 



The Hope For 
Construction Cost Savings 

Why can't (he mass pioduction tcchnicuu's that crank out milhons 
of (.-ai s ovi'iy year hi' applied to housinu'. whcic the need for ixroixi 
(piantities of new units at lower costs is heeoniin.u- critical? 
'I hey can, hut only theoi t'tieally. You can't mass produce luiless you 
have a mass market. A ear is a finished eonsumer product designed 
for mohility. A house is neithci'. 
Housing is still a regional, rather than a national market. A mass 
market hi^ enoujih to create effective mass production will be created 
only when local huildinir codes with individual and contradictoi-y re-
(piirements are eliminated, labor unions apree to end jurisdictional 
disi)utes that jirevent the use of prefabiicated buildinp units, and 
when financing- is universally available for low-income housinjr. 
These conditions do not e.Kist at present, nor are they likely to in the 
near future. 

P R E F A B U M T S E.XIST 
Prefabrication already exists in housinu' to a considerable dejjree. 
Roof trusses, bathroom and kitchen comi)onents, window and stairway 
units, and wall i)anels are available. Some experts believe that further 
savings may come, not from houses manufactured in factories, but in 
the ereation of small factories or assembly operations on the 
building: site. 
But, while expeiiments in reducing!: housinj; costs throujjh new tech-
nolo^'y must not be discouraged, architects with broad experience in 
housing say that a more realistic promise of savings will come through 
more efficient use of land. Land and financing costs often amount to 
more than half of the price of the hou.se purchase. A new wall or 
structural system could, at best, affect the overall cost by one or two 
percentage points. But, if higher densities can be achieved through 
better planned "mixes" of house types, with townhouses and highrise 
apartments i)redominating in a town-like setting, development costs 
per acre of land can be lowered, and public services—roads, schools, 
sewage and water lines, police and fire protection, etc.—won't be 
stretched out so far. These situations will be reflected in lower costs 
and lower taxes. 

H I G H - S P E E D TR.ANSIT V I T A L 
Such compact communities can be i)lanned and built at varying scales 
and at considerable distances from the city if certain criteria are met. 
Housing experts say they will be most successful when fitted com­
petently into a comprehensive master plan for the metropolitan area, 
and linked to the city by high-speed transit. A high-speed rail system, 
usually found as a combined subway and surface system, can handle 
20 times the number of passengers of a highway, and do it without 
liarking problems. 
Thus, as the cost squeeze worsens, the California rambler, or what 
passes for it in many housing sub-divisions, will be on the way out in 
the years ahead. Towns and villages will be on the way in. Higher 
densities are coming, whether we like it or not. 
The ideal will be a future fusion of bettei- plaiming—including the 
hookup of satellite towns ami parent city through high-speed subways 
and rail transit—with a geiuiine mass production technology that 
creates well-designed housing units for a single and unobstructed 
national market. 
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HELPING TO ESTABLISH 

LAKE CHARLES AS A REGIONAL CENTER 

OF 

FINANCE, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, TRADE, INDUSTRY & CULTURE 

THRU 

OPERATION HEARTBEAT 
LAKE CHARLES DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION IS PROUD 

TO HELP 

INITIATE AND FOLLOW THROUGH WITH THIS PROJECT 

J O I N I N G W I T H O T H E R 
F O R W A R D L O O K I N G C I T I Z E N S 
W E H E A R T I L Y 
S U P P O R T 
T H E 

L A K E C H A R L E S D O W N T O W N 
R E D E V E L O P M E N T P R O J E C T 

I R S T 

SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION lake chakles 

S35 KIRBY SULPHUR-WASEY AT THOMAS 

O P E R A T I O N H E A R T B E A T 

for natural beauty in 
Architectural Design U U 

C R E A T I V E -
GO 

U N D E R G R O U N D 
For Detai ls On Underground Electr ic Service 
C o n t a c t Gul f States' Sales Department . 

Our Business Is Helping Your Business 

for the last word in banking 

iif^The First National Bank 
OF LAKE CHARLES - MEMBER F D I C - MAIN OFFICE RYAN AND BROAD 

Illy, 1969 



L O U I S I A N A ' S A R C H I T E 3 C T U R A L H E R I T A G E 

E v e r g r e e n P l a n t a t i o n 

One of tlie finest pfioups of jilantation 
building's survivinjj in Louisiana is the 
collection of splendi<l structures com­
prising- F^vergreen Plantation, near Wal­
lace in St. John the Baptist Parish. It 
was purchased and restored some twenty-
five years ago by Mrs. Matilda Gray, its 
present owner. 

The builder of these buildings appears 
to have been Pierre Clidament Becnel, 
whose giand-parents, Pierre Becnel and 
Magdaline Ilaydel. weie married in the 
parish church of St. Charles, on June 2, 
1772. It was from his grandmother's 
estate that P. C. Becnel bought the i)Ian-
tation on May 21, 1880 for $77,000. Pro­
bably soon after this, he built a new 
master's house with its assorted out­
buildings, for in the act of sale, the 
buildings were described as "a very fine 
master's house with an upper s t o r y , 
kitchen, oven, garden, poultry yard, etc.: a 
fine sugar house, refinery, a new animal-
power mill, storehouse, rice mill, 12 large 
negro cabins on sills, roofed with shingles, 
with brick chimneys, etc." These are 
undoubtedly some of the buildings that 
still stand on Evergreen Plantation, but 
in an 1835 inventory, two master's houses 
are described. 

Through many years, some beset with 
financial difficulties, and numerous busi­
ness arrangements with other members 
of his family, Pierre Clidament Becnel 
always retained "this portion of land 
fronting the river on which is found 
(his) residence . . . the master's house 
. . . the other buildings or constructions, 
fences and surroundings," as they were 
described in an act of sale of a half 
interest in the plantation to his cousin, 
Lezin Becnel, on May 21, 184(5. Lezin 
Becnel eventually became full owner of 
this jilantation and it remained in his 
family until 1894. 

No records have been found to verify the 
date of the building of the principal 
house at Evergreen, but the similarity of 
so many of its details to those of the Le 
Carpentier-Beauregard House in New 
Orleans built in 1820, would indicate a 
somewhat similar date, perhaps 1830. 
Francois Correjolles was the architect 
of the Le Carpentier hou-se and James 
Lambert, the builder. Evergreen could 
conceivably be the work of these same 
men. The curved front stairway, the 
liedimented portico, and the similarity 
of details in the dormer and interior 
wood w o r k , lend su{)port to t h i s 
possibility. 

I t is also possible that Norbert Soulie. 
one of the principal creditors at a meet­
ing of the creditors of P. C. Becnel held 
in 1835, may have had a part in its de­
sign or construction. According to a let­
ter written by Soulie to the noted archi­
tect Benjamin Latrobe, upon the death 
of his .son Henry of yellow fever, in New 
Orleans in 1817, Soulie, who appears to 
have been a principal agent or foreman 
of Henry Latrobe, mentions that it was 

W A L L A C E , L O U I S I A N A 

to Henry that he chiefly owed his know­
ledge of the arts. He could not have 
had a better teacher, for at the time of 
his death at the age of twenty-four, 
young Latrobe had become one of the 
leading architects of New Orleans. He 
had designed the Orleans Ball Room and 
a monumental lighthouse at the mouth 
of the Mississippi. He had built houses 
for some of the principal citizens of the 
city, including William Kenner and Ber­
nard Marigny. At the time of his death 
in 1817, he was engaged in the construc­
tion of buildings in New Orleans for 
Richard Butler of Ormond Plantation, 
and for Madame Chabot Honore Lan-
dreaux, the Charity Hospital on Canal 
Street, and others. Norbert Soulie, with 
a background of training under so ac­
complished a master of classical archi­
tecture, might well have designed such 
a house as Evergreen. 

The name of Louis Pilie also appears in 
the 1835 list of creditors, and his brother 
Joseph, who was then city surveyor, 
might have been involved in the design 
of Evergreen, as he surely must have 
been in the design of nearby Oak Alley 
built in 1837, for his daughter Josephine, 
wife of Jacques Roman. Joseph Pilie, de­
signer of the Vegetable Market in New 
Orleans in 1823, also designed a splendid 
building for the Mariner's Church which 
unfortunately was never carried out to 
completion. In this design, drawn in 
1827, Pilie used a well detailed columned 
portico with pediment, and revealed a 
command of the classical idiom in the 
years before the Greek Revival took over 
as the dominant style of the South. As 
in the case with so many notable Louisi­
ana buildings, the name of Evergreen's 
aichitect must remain a matter of specu­
lation until some contemporary document 
is found to reveal it. 

In the legal proceedings in which Nor­
bert Soulie's and Louis Pilie's names 
appear as creditors, Pieire Clidament 
Becnel presented a petition to the First 
District Court, stating "that from various 
misfortunes and unforseen events, he 
finds himself unable, at present to meet 
the payment of his just debts." Annexed 
to this petition is a schedule of his debts 
and property, duly sworn to. In it the 
land is described as follows: 

L A N D . 
A plantation situated in St. John the 
Baptist Parish and posses.sed in joint-
tenancy by P. C. Becnel and Madame 
Widow F'rancois Haydel, % to this 
latter and the other % to P. C. Becnel, 
the plantation established in sugar-
works, having 12 arpents and 33 feet 
of front by a depth of 70 arpents, the 
line opening 17y2 degrees, and giving 
by this means, an area of around 1158 
acres of land, 320 arpents of which all 
cultivated in cane, 50 arpents in corn 
. . . 10 arpents in rice . . . 40 arpents 
are in yards and orchards, and 75 ar­
pents in savannah. 

St i-uctui ('S on the plantation are de­
scribed as a sugar refinery composed of 
three buildings with a steam engine and 
a horizontal mill from the West Point 
Foundry. One master house, probably 
the one'described in the 1830 act of sale, 
is here said to be "a master house in 
wood on brick pillars, roofed with shingles 
and measuring 40 feet by 56." This is 
pei haps the house now used as an over­
seer's residence. Several other simple 
.structures are listed including "a kitchen, 
4 servant's rooms with brick chimneys, 
surrounded and roofed with stakes, . . . 
a pigeon house on brick foundations, . . . 
a storehouse on brick pillars, roofed with 
shin.gles, surrounded with planks and 
measuring 50 feet by 28, . . . a rice mill 
constructed in the same manner and of 
similar dimensions . . . a shop on sills, 
brick foundations, s u r r o u n d e d w i t h 
planks, roofed with shingles, measuring 
32 feet by 21, . . . 12 negro cabins, double, 
on sills, suriounded with planks, roofed 
with shingles, with brick chimneys, and 
measuring each 12 feet by 24." These 
cabins may be some of those still stand­
ing in rows flanking the fine avenue of 
live oaks to the rear on the upper side 
of the plantation. The buildings de­
scribed in this part of the list, all be­
longing jointly to P. C. Becnel and to 
Madame Haydel all probably date before 
1830 and are of types of construction 
that had been used by the French in 
Louisiana since the early eighteenth 
century. 

The schedule of P. C. Becnel's properties 
concludes with the following listing: 

A two story master hou.se, with brick 
columns, measuring GO feet in length 
by 40, galleries front and rear, and on 
the sides, belonging to P. C. Becnel, 
according to an act, a copy of which 
is here attached, estimated - $10,000. 
Two brick pigeon houses 14 feet 
.square, 20 feet in heigth; two small 
houses serving as kitchen and servants 
chambers, coach houses, store houses, 
stables, etc., the whole estimated by 
the appraisers of the Union bank 
$3,000. An (entourage) inclosure of 8 
arpents in area - - - $1,500. 

These are undoubtedly the much admired 
buildings of Evergreen Plantation, per­
haps the most important group of plan-haps the most important group of pi 
tation buildings surviving in Louisianj 

an 
na. 

After the Becnel family gave up Ever­
green in 1894, it was purchased by the 
Songy's who owned it for many years. 
Then for some years it was unoccupied; 
a potential prey to vandals until rescued 
in 1944 by Mrs. Gray, who, with archi­
tects Richard Koch and Douglass V. 
Freret successively, restored the plan­
tation and its grounds, one of the show 
l)laces on the old River Road. 

S A M U E L W I L S O N , J R . , F A I A 

The Lonisiaua Architect 
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Evergreen - Front before restoration Pholo by Frank Lotz Miller 

Entrance door 

M l j i l l l 
Stair detail - front 

Evergreen today Back stair 

]uly, 1969 Photos by Richard Koch, FAIA and Robert W. Tibbs 



\ 



H 
O 

o ^ 

< 

=1 > 
C / 2 



/ A U D ^ R I 
^ C O N v i F r i O N 

RIUM 
ION CENTER 


