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3. r 
Strongwall's special design grabs hold of mortar four 
ways for the strongest bond available . . . with over 
300% more gripping power than plain reinforcing. 
Quality mortar cannot be effective if your reinforcing 
material doesn't do its job. MidSTATES Strongwall 
Masonry Reinforcing is engineered to grip mortar bet­
ter, four ways. 
1- Strongwall side rods are knurled on four sides. The 
rough, indented surface gives better bonding power.. . 
better gripping. 2 . Cross bars are welded over side 
rods as recommended by National Bureau of Standards 

and Corps of Engineers allowing mortar to flow around 
reinforcing. 3 . Side rods are also deformed with a 
series of 10-degree bends which work together with 
knurling to give Strongwall its superior grip. 4- , Cross 
bars extend Ys inch beyond the side rods giving more 
bonding surface and distributing stresses more evenly 
across the weld. For full details on MidSTATES 
STRONGWALL LADDER TYPE MASONRY WALL 
REINFORCING, send for our illustrated catalog. Truss 
type reinforcing is also available. Write for complete 
information. 

S T R O N G W A L L Reinforcing 
Grips Masonry Walls Four Ways! 

M I D - S T A T E S 8 
H o m e Of f i ces : C 



JUST DOESN'T CUT THROUGH 

High a b s o r p t i o n l o w t r a n s m i s s i o n 

Sound control . . . a major problem to be considered in any structure where noise is a big factor. 
The lightweight aggregate in block by Louisiana Concrete Products, Inc.. provides the necessary traps to 
diffuse sound waves, and thus reduce the noise level within a room. In addition, the nigh density of the 
block itself forms a natural barrier to keep noise transmission from one room to another extremely low. 

"SOUND" construction is yours with block by Louisiana Concrete. Just another reason why more 
and more new office buildings, nursing homes, apartments, motels, hospitals, industrial plants, schools, 
structures of all types designed to hold people, are going up today—in record time—^from plans which 
specify concrete block. 
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EDITORIAL 

I N TIMES OF CHANGE 
Louisiana-Student-Architect 

Relations 
As on other campuses throughout the country, students in Louisi­
ana schools of architecture are voicing their disenchantment wi th 
the estabhshment. They want a voice in determining courses of 
instruction, faculty selection, project assignments and classroom 
decoration. 

Some students seem to have a sincere desire to contribute their 
ideas on these subjects and to participate wi th the faculty to im­
prove conditions, all wi th in the framework of established univer­
sity regulations. Others do not ask, but demand change, saying 
that university faculty and officials are deaf to student views. In 
reality, they are themselves closeminded. 

L A A President, Max Heinberg, has wisely observed that no one 
group is entirely right or entirely wrong and all have some good 
to contribute to better architectural education. He suggests that 
some of the shortcomings may be solved i f communications be­
tween the parties were improved. Perhaps the talents and time of 
al l concerned could be focused on some agreed-upon goals. 

T o establish these new lines of student-faculty communication, he 
has suggested that a tripartite committee of students, faculty and 
practicing architects be established at each school of architecture. 
These committees would meet on a regular basis and discuss freely 
any matter which concerns either of the groups, or architectural 
education in general. The task of accomplishing this objective w i l l 
be in the hands of Dee L . Glueck, A I A . 

Regardless of what some students think, their thoughts, problems 
and concerns are not totally unique to this generation. The prac­
ticing architects of the LAA, having traveled the same road, still 
remember some of the trials. They are wi l l ing to hear new ideas 
and to talk change. 

Af te r all , nothing improves without change. 
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Five r e a s o n s 
w h y y o u w i l l w a n t f e r r g z z o 

1. Economy—For Terrazzo, initial cost without rcplacciiRiits 

plus ni i i i imum upkeep costs over a period of years, usually 

is less than initial cost plus replacements and higher upkeep 

costs for other types of floors. 

2. Comfort—Finished Tcrra/zo is easy to walk on. I t is in­

herently non-slip in nature and provides a safe walkway 

surface. 

3. Cleanliness—Terrazzo has a smooth, jointless surface which 

cleans easily, and thus is sanitary and aseptic. It can be 

scaled so as to be practically non-absorbent. 

4. Color and Design—rcrra/./.o has warmth and beauty. You 
may specify any design you wish—pictorial or geometric— 
in virtually any combination of colors. 

5. Dependable Instal lat ion—Tliis Association's objective is to 
see that your Terrazzo installations turn out exactly as you 
want them. 

American Tile & Terraxxo Co. 
301 1 - 3 7 t h St. 

Phone 8 3 4 - 0 2 9 0 
Mcta i r ie , La. 

D & L Terraxxo Co., Inc. 
2451 Low Sr. 

Phone W H 3 -3389 
New Orleans, La. 

Veni t ian Ter ro ixo Co. 
24 30 Royal St. 

Phone 9 4 7 - 7 3 3 2 
New Orleons, La. 

Dinon Terraxxo & Tile Co. 
7 0 9 South Goyoso 
Phone 8 2 2 - 2 9 7 0 
New Orleans, La. 

Wotson Terraxxo Corp. 
8 4 5 0 S. Choctaw Drive 

Phone 9 2 6 - 7 3 9 5 
Baton Rouge, La. 7081 5 

Kreig Bros. Terraxxo Co. 
P. O. Drawer " P " 
Phone 2 3 4 - 9 6 7 7 

Lafayette, Lo. 

LOUISIANA 
TERRAZZO 

CONTRACTORS 
ASSOCIATION, 

INC. 

440 Sheiwood Forest Blvd. Baton Rouge, Lo. 70815 

New double-insulated 
Dyzone roof deck 

is self-venting 

INSULATING 

D Y F O A M ' V E N T - B O A R D 2 

^mmi mmm nt^^mm i s j ^ 

•mm m 

E X I S T I N G D E C K O R N E W D E C K B A S E 

O On top, a layer of seamless, permanent 
Zonolite lightweight insulating concrete 

that can be sloped to drain easily and economi­
cally, SO leak-making puddles and ponds don't 
stay on the deck. 

© Below, Dyfoam Ventboard. It's composed of 
Dyfoam expanded polystyrene boards sand­

wiched between laminating material. The insu­
lating concrete combined with Dyfoam Ventboard 
gives you economical U values down to .03. 

© Vents are built right into the Dyfoam Vent­
board. Water vapor passes through the lami­

nating material into the vents, and is channeled 
out to the edges of the roof 

No joints, no tape, no adhesives, no vapor 
barrier are needed with the new Dyzone roof 
deck. A thin slurry of Zonolite insulating con­
crete serves as the bonding agent between deck 
and structure. 

Zonolite roof decks can only be applied by 
applicators we have trained and approved. Upon 
completion, the decks are certified to meet spe­
cifications. 

M A I L T H I S ! 
Inquiry Dept . 
Zonol i te D i v . , W . R. G r a c e & C o . , D e p t . 
62 Whi t temore A v e . , C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . 02140 

Gentlemen: Economical Insulation down to U .03! Certified! Ver­
satile! No messing around with joints, tape, glue or 
vapor barriers! Please send me complete information 
and specifications on D Y Z O N E roof decks rigfit away. 

NAME-

FIRM. 

A D D R E S S -

C ITY 
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L O U I S I A N A ' S A R C H I T E C T U R A L H E R I T A G E 

Academy of the Sacred Heart 
GRAND COTEAU, LOUISIANA 

On the outskirts of the little Acadian 
town of Grand Coteau, on a large site 
embellished with pines and live oaks, 
camellias and other flowering plants, 
stands the old Academy of the Sacred 
Heart. The large, three storied, galleried 
and dormered main building is flanked on 
one end by a handsome Greek revival 
chapel and on the other by compatible 
buildings of more modern construction. 
The Academy was established in 1821 in 
the heart of French-Acadian country by 
nuns sent from near St. Louis, Missouri, 
by Blessed Philippine Duchesne, the 
French founder of the Sacred Heart Or­
der in the United States. She had ar­
rived in New Orleans in 1818 and after a 
brief but gratifying visit with the Ursu-
line nuns there, had proceeded up river to 
establish her headquarters. Soon after­
wards she received an offer from Mrs. 
Charles Smith, a wealthy widow of Grand 
Coteau, to establish a school there. Mrs. 
Smith gave the nuns her old French Co­
lonial plantation house which served 
them for some time. 

Within a few years, as the institution 
grew, a new building was erected at a 
cost of $9,200.00, a contract being signed 
on June 12, 1830, for a two story brick 
building which still stands and is the old­
est section, the lower centerpart, of the 
present building. This first building, 
about fifty feet in length, was built of red 
brick laid in Flemish bond, reflecting the 
growing influence of American architec­
tural style in French Louisiana. This is 
not surprising for the local superior of 
the convent, Madame Xavier Murphy and 
the builder, William Moore, were both 
obviously of Anglo-Saxon rather than 
French origin. The same style is to be 
seen in the hou.se that William Brand de­
signed and built in New Orleans in 1831 
for Samuel Hermann, now the Christian 
Woman's Exchange at 820 St. Louis 
street. The style had also been used in 
the buildings of the College of Louisiana, 
(later Centenary College) at Jackson, 
built in 1832 by Alexander Smith. Ameri­
cans moving into Louisiana had brought 
with them this familiar Jeffersonion style 
of Virginia and other Eastern states, red 
brick, white trim and green blinds, often 
with classical white columns. Soon after 
completion of the first building, Madame 
Murphy in 1834 contracted with Samuel 
Young, another local American builder, 
to enlarge it to more than twice its orig­
inal size. The contract, dated May 30, 
1834 states: 

(The building is) to be attached to the 
East end and to make a part of the new 
brick convent at that place. The building 

to be constructed according to a plan 
thereof . . . said building shall be seventy 
eight feet six inches front and be placed 
on a line with the front of the said brick 
convent and to have forty five feet in 
depth, and a gallery in front, of the same 
dimensions of that already built to which 
it is to be attached. Windoivs shall . . . 
have hook rail sashes and be hung with 
weights and cord. The windows as well 
as the door to be of the sarne work^nan-
ship as those of the building above men­
tioned. The front door of the building to 
be so constructed or made as to add 
beauty to the front . . . All the front dor­
mer windows to be circular heads and 
pilasters and all in the rear square heads 
and finished with architraves . . . The 
roof to be of good red or yellow cypress 
shingles . . . The walls of all the rooms 
shall be ivell plastered with good strong 
lime and sand mortar like the first story 
of the house of Hypolite Chretien. 

Evidently the red brick walls of the orig­
inal building proved unsatisfactory, either 
from an appearance standpoint or from 
the practical point of waterproofing, for 
the entire front walls of both the old and 
the new buildings were specified to be 
"well plastered and finished with plaster 
of lime and sharp sand or marble dust, 
so as to show a uniform front the whole 
extent." Dormer windows were added to 
the old building at this time, to each in 
front and back, as well as four each in 
front and back on the new structure. 
Both buildings had gable ends rather 
than the hipped roof form generally pre­
ferred by the French. It is interesting to 
note the mention of the nearby plantation 
house, Chretien Point, built in 1831 for 
Hypolite Chretien by Samuel Young and 
Jonathan Harris, carpenter and brick­
layer, which was also of red brick with a 
plastered front. The roof of this notable 
hou.se, however, is hipped, a concession 
perhaps to its French owner. The details 
of doors and windows of the convent in­
cluding the dormers, compare favorably 
with the best examples of the Federal or 
post-colonial styles in New Orleans and 
elsewhere. 

An old photograph in the convent ar­
chives shows the appearance of the build­
ing befoie the addition of the present 
third story. A second addition, however, 
had been made by the time of this photo­
graph (ca 18')0). This was a three story 
.structure at the left end, an addition 
built between the original building and 
the chapel. Subsequently, the third story 
was extended over the entire building, 
the old dormers being apparently re-used 

in the new roof. It was probably at this 
time that the cast iron gallery columns 
and railings were added to the entire 
front in place of the original columns 
which were of turned wood with wood 
balustrades. 
On May 30, 1834, the same day as the 
contract for the first addition, Samuel 
Young also contracted with Madame Mur­
phy for the erection of a brick kitchen 
in the rear. This was a one story build­
ing eighty-eight feet long by nineteen and 
a half wide with a six foot wide gallery. 
This contract states: . . . 

The house to be divided into four rooms, 
as per plan, by three partitions, two to be 
of plank and one of brick, with a kitchen 
fireplace in the room . . . adjoining the 
kitchen to have two wash boilers set in 
furnaces; a fireplace in the east end of 
the building, a)i inside chimney. 

A new kitchen replaced the old one in 
1922 preserving something of the original 
character with the six foot gallery. By 
another contract dated August 8, 1835, 
another American builder, Phillip Carroll 
agreed to build a "Vivier" or pond, 125 
feet by 36, five feet deep and to do cer­
tain grading and clearing for the fish 
pond. 
The chapel, built in 1850, reflects the 
changing taste of the day, being built in 
a simple Greek revived style with brick 
pilasters and pediment, arched and shut­
tered windows. The brick is whitewashed 
and above the front pediment is a hand­
some cast iron cross. 

In 1854, a fine, large, brick barn was 
erected behind the chapel, one hundred 
and forty feet long and forty wide, with 
"five arched openings of ten feet wide, 
with one square door and two square win­
dows on the side fronting east . . ." John 
Caswell signed a contract on December 
2, 1854, to do the brick work for this 
building for John Doyle. Other early 
buildings in the rear, used as servants 
(|uarters, together with the refectory 
built by E . W. Phillips of New Iberia in 
1893 and more recent buildings designed 
by Hays Town, architect, complete one 
of the most interesting landmark groui)S 
in Louisiana. 
Contracts and other information quoted 
here were obtained through the courtesy 
of the Sacred Heart nuns by Mary Poll-
ingue and Craig W. Manmus, students in 
Louisiana Arcliitecture at Tulane Uni­
versity. The photographs were made by 
Kit-hard Koch some years ago, before the 
plaster was removed from the brick walls 
of the main building. 
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By S a m u e l W i l s o n , J r . , F A I A 

Front of Chapel — Sacred Heart Academy 

Main Building — Sacred Heart Academy 

P . . 

Sacred Heart Academy 
Old Photo CA. 1860 

Doorway Detail—Sacred Heart Academy 

Photography—Richard Koch 
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EVERGREEN 
W A L L A C E , LOUISIANA 

O f all the plantation homes i n Louisi­
ana, restored or otherwise, this group 
wi th its 2,500 acres still intact gives 
the most complete picture of the plan­
tation way of l i fe . Not only is the main 
building itself excellently restored but 
the gardens, garconnieres, pigeonnieres, 
overseers house and even some of the 
slave cabins have been preserved. To­
gether they form an admirable complex 
showing the extent to which the art of 
planning and site development pro­
gressed i n early 19th century Louisi­
ana. 

Evidently the building was bui l t 
around 1830 upon the marriage of a 
Michel Becnel and Desiree Brou, 
whose descendants retained the prop­
erty for sixty years. 

I n 1946 after the house and property 
had reached a somewhat neglected 
state, Mrs. Matilda Gray of Lake 
Charles purchased i t and, w i t h Koch 
and Wilson and Douglas Freret as ar­
chitects, she accomplished this unique 
and excellent example of preservation. 

J o h n D e s m o n d , F A I A 


