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Strongwall’s special design grabs hold of mortar four
ways for the strongest bond available . . . with over
300% more gripping power than plain reinforcing.
Quality mortar cannot be effective if your reinforcing
material doesn't do its job. MIdSTATES Strongwall
Masonry Reinforcing is engineered to grip mortar bet-
ter, four ways.

1. Strongwall side rods are knurled on four sides. The
rough, indented surface gives better bonding power . ...
better gripping. 2. Cross bars are welded over side
rods as recommended by National Bureau of Standards
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and Corps of Engineers allowing mortar to flow around
reinforcing. 3. Side rods are also deformed with a
series of 10-degree bends which work together with
knurling to give Strongwall its superior grip 4. Cross
bars extend % inch beyond the side rods giving more
bonding surface and distributing stresses more evenly
across the weld. For full details on MIdSTATES
STRONGWALL LADDER TYPE MASONRY WALL
REINFORCING, send for our illustrated catalog. Truss
type reinforcing is also available. Write for complete
information.
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RISE

COST

How can you cut the rising cost of multi-story construction?
With LOADBEARING CONCRETE MASONRY WALLS and
PRE-CAST ROOF AND FLOOR SYSTEM, from Louisiana
Concrete. A fine example of this High Rise—Low Cost system
is the new Century Square apartment complex, in Baton Rouge.
How high up is your next project? Check with us about the
CONCRETE MULTI-STORY SYSTEM. You’'ll find the cost
for going UP isn’t HIGH at all.
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Wm. C. Ellis—Architect Wm. J. Mouton—Structural Engineer Milton J. Womack—General Contractor

LOUISIANA PRODUCTS
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Editorial

CHALLENGE AHEAD

From time to time across the editor’s desk come some statistical material that
should give any architect food for thought. The paragraph below comes from the
introduction to a new book, just on the market, intended to help non-architects
learn about the architectural profession. It serves this purpose well, but the quote
below reveals much about the status of the profession and indicates a challenge—
totally unrelated to brick and mortar—that lies ahead.

“What should make us sit up and take notice are these startling factors:

e There are only 30,000 registered architects in the United States, compared with
250,000 lawyers. 265,000 doctors, 430,000 accountants, and 975,000 engi-
neers. The number of architectural firms is about 10,000,

The population of the United States is expected 1o reach 300,000,000 by the
vear 2000. To meet the physical demands of this expansion, during the next
32 vears, architects will be called upon to design as many facilities as Americans
have constructed in the 192 vears since the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Only one in every 100,000 people is being prepared to participate in the physi-
cal shaping of the nation’s future. The 63 accredited colleges of architecture
conferred 2,025 Bachelor of Architecture degrees, 417 Master of Architecture
degrees and only 10 Doctorates—Iless than 2500 degrees in 1966. A pitifully
small annual task force to meet the staggering challenge of the immediate future.

We are truly the unknown profession, not only because our number is small.
To many we are simply the creators of blueprinis. Others have absolutely no idea
what we really do in order to earn our fees. To nine out of ten clients and prospects,
we are indistinguishable from the builders.

This mystery must be dispelled if Americans wish 10 uproot the ugliness and
visual disorder that now surround us.”—BERNARD JouN Grap, FAIA
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My Favorite Architectural Project

By WirLriam C. GiLmEeR, AIA

Residence of Dr. and Mrs. Peachy R. Gilmer
421 Drexel Drive, Shreveport, Louisiana

The program for this traditional Georgian type residence
of Dr. and Mrs. Peachy R. Gilmer, located at 421 Drexel
Drive, Shreveport, Louisiana, built of soft old rosy pink
brick on a wooded 200 foot square site, comprised three
elements.

FirsT: Complete and comfortable living quarters on the
first floor for the owners.

Seconp: The first floor to be planned for entertaining to
accommodate anything from a small informal gathering
on the covered patio and terrace to formal dinners and
large receptions.

Trirp: The second floor was to contain a bedroom suite
for a university age son, and two guest bedrooms and
baths, sewing room and adequate storage for linens, lug-
gage and out of season clothing.

The first floor plan is very simple and was designed so that
the flow of traffic would have a minimum of bottlenecks

and provide access to the open terrace and covered patio
from the main reception rooms.

Family and friends using the garage entrance have direct
passage to the family room without encroaching on the
activities in the kitchen. The kitchen was located to serve
not only the dining room but to be also accessible to the
patio and terrace.

The covered patio is equipped with a mammoth wood-
burning fireplace and barbecue grill and an adjoining
kitchenette.

The garden room is the focal point of the first floor and
is used as the family room. It has a semi-circular table in

. front of the planting box and bow window and is used as

the breakfast area. The bookcase at the right of the fire-
place has been altered to receive a color TV set. Since the
pantry backs up to this bookcase there was no problem in
accommodating the thick chassis. Mrs. Gilmer designed
and executed a removable cover with false books on it to
mask the TV set when not in use.

Throughout the house the exterior walls were opened up
with large picture windows to afford magnificent views of
the surrounding gardens without sacrificing wall space for
proper placement of furniture.

The interior pictures better illustrate traditional detail and
furnishings. The interior decoration and development of
the gardens are by the owner, Mrs. Gilmer.

This is one of many favorite residential projects, but it has
been chosen because it was like planning one’s own home.
Having made my home for several years with my brother
Dr. Peachy R. Gilmer and his family, I already knew how
the home had to function. Distinguished house guests and
entertaining have made this a home of great charm and
hospitality to any one privileged to be a guest.

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of articles featuring the favorite architectural projects of
AIA architects in Louisiana. Guest writers are selected by drawing lots. Mr. Gilmer is a partner in
the firm of Annan and Gilmer, Architects in Shreveport, Louisiana.
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My Favorite Architectural Project (coumined)
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By WiLLiam C. Giumer, AIA Architect
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Photography, Thurman C. Smith, Shreveport, Louisiana
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