
THE BEST IDEAS 
ARE MORE EXCITING 

• i ^ - C O N C R E T E 

Owner: The Whitson Company, San Oiego. Calif. Architect: Deems-Martm. Associates. San Dieflo, Cahf. Structural Enjineer: A. J . Biaylock and Associates. San Diego. Calif. Contractor: Peter Kiewit Sons Company, Arcadia, Calif. 

OUT OF THE GEOMETRY OF STRENGTH.. . a dramatic pattern in beauty for walls of precast concrete 

The new 8-story Hillcrest North Medical Center in San 
Diego achieves exceptional wall interest. The imagina­
t ive ly-designed wa l l panels, w i t h tapered sides and 
wedge-shaped spandrels, provide multiple facets that 
catch the light in ever-changing patterns. • This striking 
effect grows out of the structural design itself. The panels, 
of structural lightweight concrete, are actually vertical 
load-bearing channels which also enclose space. Panels 

are anchored integrally w i th the structure by cast-in-place 
connections. In this way, beauty is combined w i th high 
structural efficiency and economy. • Such stimulating 
ways of using concrete are opening up a whole new 
field of architectural design. More and more, you see 
the beauty of concrete expressed in buildings of all types 
and sizes. 

P O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
4 0 3 I N T E R N A T I O N A L T R A D E M A R T . N E W O R L E A N S . L O U I S I A N A 7 0 1 3 0 

An organizatioji of cement manufacturers to improve and 
extend the uses of portland cement and concrete. 
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If you are t h i n k i n g a b o u t a nr,w b u i l d i n g 

Professional Builders have conclusively proved 

Acme Brick Double Walls 
COST 10% LESS Than A Wall of 
Concrete Block and Brick* 

A contractor found that a double wall of 
Acme King Size brick cost lO.l^/o less than 
the same wall with an exterior of brick iiiui 
an interior of concrete block. Added to this 
initial saving are operating and maintenance 
savings. You don't need to paint the interior 
brick wall ever. And because you use one 
material, with one coefficient of expansion 
anrl contraction, the possibility of cracking is 
reduced. Not only is cracking unsightly, re­
pairs are costly. 

Other architects and contractors have found 
the same average lOVo savings. Worth investi­
gating? . . . if you think so ask us to show you 
th(;se and other cost studies. 

In the highly 
compotilive apartment 
field it's important to 
havi! a Inxury look. 
Operational costs ;ire 
important, too. This 
apartment bniUlinH in 
I If)iiston achi(!ved 
heanty and low main­
tenance w i t h Acnif! 
Brick Double Walls. 
A (lupliciite lw(Hv(' 
story structure is now 
bein^ buil t . 
Proof enough? 

Acme King Size B r i c k makes the luxury of b r i c k 
possible. . . fo r less m o n e y . . . o n the inside as w e l l 
as the exterior . 

*Cost Studies are availohle from your Acme Drick repre-
s ( ! M l n t i v e . 

ACM£ BRICK COMPANY 
OF LOUISIANA 

924 Joplin Baton Rouge, La. 70821 

PU!;isi; s o n d mi; y o u r f u l l c o l o r h r o c t u i r e on A r . m n B r i i . k Dou!)lf; 
W i l l i syst iMiis . F'roM? to inn thi 'v w i l l siwv. n\v. i i p p r n x i n i i i t n l y 10".. 
ovi :r b r i c k i i iuI c o n c r n t n l i l o c k . . . a n d e v e n m o r e o n o t h e r 
w a l l s y s l P i n s . 

Name and Titlc^ _ 

Firm — 

Address 

City/.State/Zip . 

• Check here i f you or your group would 
like to see a 20 minute slide f i lm on 
this subject. 
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T H E L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T , Official Journal of the Louisi­
ana Architects Association of tlie American Institute of Architects, 

Is owned by the Louisiana Architects Association, not f o r 
profit , and is published monthly, Suite 200, Jack Tar Capitol 
House Hotel, Baton Rouge, La., telephone 348-433L Editorial 
contributions are welcome but publication cannot be g:uar-
anteed. Opinions expressed by contributors are not neces-
sai ily those of the Edi tor or the Louisiana Architects Asso­
ciation. Edi tor ia l material may be f ree ly reprinted by other 
off icial A I A publications, provided f u l l credit is j?iven to the 
author and to the L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T f o r prior use. 

. . . Advertisements of products, materials and .services adap­
table fo r use in Louisiana are welcome, but mention of names 
or u.se of illustrations of such materials and products in either 
editorial or advertising columns does not constitute endorse­
ment by the Louisiana Architects Association. Advert is ing 
material must coniform to standards of this publication, and 
the r igh t is reserved to reject such material because of ar­
rangement, copy, or i l lustrat ions. 
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1-A M O I l . M N C A D N O f A T I , . Halon Hoiijio. Oct. 19, 1906 

• S E L E C T I O N O l A l U I I I T I X I S 

Gov. McKcithcn has adopted a sound new policy 
in fol lowing recommendations of the Louisiana 
Architects Association for a more orderly and 
more careful selection of architects to work on 
state projects. In essence the new executive order 
issued by the governor on this matter says that 
each agency involved in construction shall make a 
careful review of the experience and qualifications 
of architects it recommends, offering a panel of 
names, to do the special jobs required. Architects 
w i l l be required to submit data on their qualifica­
tions and record. 

We don't look for this new order to bring about 
elimination of a policy favored by all administra­
tions, namely, the selection of architects who are 
fr iendly to the administration in power where at 
all possible. We do think the new policy wi l l do 
much to make certain that whoever is chosen as 
architect for a project is fu l l y qualified. Since 
there w i l l be more opportunity for architects to 
make known their availability and experience and 
to have this placed on the record, any deviation 
f rom the selection of a qualified architect w i l l 
be readily apparent and easily subject to public 
criticism. 

The move taken by the governor is a good one. I t 
should prove sound and perhaps a basis for estab­
lishment in law. 

('()])ic.s of Executive Order No. 50 are (ivaiidhlc ufyoii reijuesl 
from the EAA Office, Suite 200, Jack Tar Capitol House Hotel, 
Raton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Selection 
of 

Architects 
Editorial Comments 

The determination and hard work 
of the L A A has paid off for its 
members in the creation of a more 
equitable method of selecting archi­
tects for state work. Governor John 
J. McKeithen's Executive Order No. 
50 gives the agency using the proj­
ect the power to interview archi­
tects and present a list of three 
f rom which the state may make its 
final selection. This new order 
hopefully w i l l eliminate political 
favor as the primary qualification 
for the selection of architects. 

In the Executive Order, architects 
for the first time are clearly given 
the authority to select their own 
consulting engineers. Also for the 
first time, where qualifications are 
substantially equal, preference wi l l 
be given to architectural firms 
whose principal office is in Louisi­
ana. 

Admittedly this new method of se­
lecting architects is not perfect, but 
i t is a positive step forward and the 
basis for future improvements 
which w i l l serve the best interests 
of the people of Louisiana. 

Governor McKeithen's expression 
of confidence in the counsel of the 
L A A gives new status to this or­
ganization's role as the voice of the 
architectural profession. 
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Selection 
Selectinj? an architect can sometimes be 
the most ditTicult — and yet the most im­
portant — part of the buildinpf process. 

I t is d i f f icu l t because there can be no 
standard, cut-and-dried method of selec­
tion like the system of competitive bid­
ding for contractors. The architect is a 
professional man whose work represents 
a small portion of the total contract cost; 
however, his work makes competitive bid­
ding possible on the major portion of the 
project. The selection process is import-

of 
ant because it takes a good architect to 
produce good architecture. 

The closest thing to an established sys­
tem of selection is the fo rma l architec­
tura l competition, but i t is best suited to 

the 
right 

Architect 
large scale projects and public clients. 
The competition is conducted under 
ground rules established by the American 
Insti tute of Architects; the client hires 
a professional advisor, sets up a profes­
sional j u r y , and invites architects to sub­
mi t designs based on a common program, 
compensating all concerned fo r their time 
and effort . 

For the average client, who cannot and 
should not go to the trouble of competi­
tion, the search fo r an architect begins 
wi th a list of names. Some of the names 
may have come f r o m fr iends and asso­
ciates, some f rom magazines, some f r o m 
the local A I A chapter, and some f r o m 
awards given or exhibitions conducted by 
the chapter. 

Make a List 
I f these sources are unproductive, the 
client's best bet is to vis i t some new bui ld-

. . . is Key Step in Building 

ings of similar funct ion, and to f ind out 
who designed those he likes. 

Even the first step, the making of the 
list, involves some d i f f i c u l t decisions. 
Should the client consider only local 
firms? Should he i f i t is a big project, 
consider only big firms? Should he con­
sider only architects w i t h previous ex­
perience in the kind of bui lding he plans? 
There are arguments on both sides of 
each (piestion. Previous experience in the 
same kind of building w i l l be he lp fu l , f o r 
example. But architects tend to be gen-
eralists and good solutions can come f r o m 
fresh th inking about a new problem. 
Similar ly, the big firm offers a wide 
range of services and specialists but the 
.small one might give more executive t ime 
to the project. 

Once such decisions are made, the client 
contacts each of the architects on his 
list , explains the project, and invites 
them to submit informat ion about them­
selves and their work. This in format ion 
becomes the basis f o r a first cul l ing, and 
those who remain on the list are invited 
f o r an interview. 

This first face-to-face contact between 
the client and the prospective architects 
can be either in their offices or the 
client's. In the normal course of the con­
versation, the client f u r t h e r explains the 
project, and asks the architect about his 
office and his experience. The architect 
attempts to relate his capabilities to the 
client's needs. 

Kind Compatibility 
An imi)ortant function of the interview 
is to determine whether the client and a 
given architect find themselves compat­
ible. They must work closely together on 
the project, and a great deal of its suc­
cess depends on how well they get along. 
In fact, i f an owner already knows an 
architect, likes him, and respects his 
work, he may be well advised to dispense 
wi th formal procedures and retain h im 
without f u r the r ado. 

The client should not expect the archi­
tect to submit sketches of what the build­
ing might look like, because such sketches 
are without value, based as they must 
be on limited study. Such sketches al­
most invariably have unworkable ele­
ments and lead to inaccurate cost esti-

An A. / . A. Special News Feature 

mates. They are also i n violat ion of the 
A I A ' s code of ethics. 

A n invi ta t ion to an even more serious 
ethical violation is to ask the architect 
to compete f o r work on the basis of how 
much he charges as a fee. This brings up 
the question of membership in A I A . The 
national professional society is the first 
to say that there are competent archi ­
tects who don't belong to A I A . But , the 
principals of about 90 per cent of the 
nation's independent archi tectural firms 
are A I A members, and A I A does have 
str ingent rules against unethical prac­
tice. 

The client now makes a final cu l l i ng of 
the l is t , down as f a r as two or three 
candidates. His next and last chore is to 
personally investigate the work of each, 
f o r the proof of an architect is i n his 
buildings. 

Visit Buildings 
The client should let the architect sug­
gest which of his buildings to look in to . 
He should then steel himself not to look 
f o r the shadow of his own bu i ld ing i n 
them. Shaped to the client's own needs, 
i t might t u r n out to be something quite 
unlike anything the architect had p rev i ­
ously designed. 

I f possible, i t is also a good idea to t a lk 
to the owners and even the contractors 
to see how well they thought the p ro jec t 
went. 

Only then should the final choice be 
made. I t is a time-consuming process, 
but i t is wor th i t . Bui ldings don' t come 
in packages, and h i r i n g a f a s t - t a l k i n g 
"packager" whose interest in design is 
subordinate to his markup on construc­
tion is an inv i ta t ion to an investment 
loss. The more e f for t the client puts in to 
the selection of a competent archi tect , the 
less l ikely he is to get a bu i ld ing t h a t 
costs a lot and neither looks nor works 
well . A n d that is a t e r r i b l y p rominen t 
permanent kind of mistake to make. 



I n M I L L E R V S . D E W I T T , on November 30, 
1965, the Illinois Supreme Court held that 
an architect might be liable for failure to 
stop a contractor from using hazardous 
methods in shoring up work in progress, 
even though the specifications provided that 
the contractor "shall provide all bracing, 
shoring, and sheeting as required for safety 
and for the proper execution of the work. 

Architecture 
and 
the 

Law by Alvin B. Rubin 

The p la in t i f f s i n this suit were workmen 
who were i n ju r ed by the collapse of the 
roof of a school gymnasium on which 
they were work ing as employees of a 
contractor. The architects and an archi ­
tects association who filed a br ief as ami­
cus curiae ( f r i e n d of the cour t ) urged 
tha t a supervising architect has neither 
the r i g h t nor the duty to control the 
methods used by the contractor but only 
the du ty to see tha t the construction 
when completed meets the plans and spe­
cifications contracted f o r by the owner. 
The p la in t i f f s argued that , under the 
fac t s of the case, the architects had a 
du ty to prevent the contractor f r o m 
c a r r y i n g out the work in an unsafe man­
ner. 

The work involved was remodeling and 
en la rg ing a gymnasium. I t required the 
removal of the west wa l l of the gym­
nasium, the removal of a proscenium 
truss f r o m that point to the new west 
w a l l of the new gymnasium, removal of 
two steel columns in the old west wa l l , 
which together wi th the proscenium truss 
or iKi i ia l ly supported the west ends of the 
f o u r east-west roof trusses, and the sub­
s t i tu t ion of a new north-south main-
bearing truss into which the west ends 
of the old roof trusses and the east ends 
of the trusses in the new structure would 
be fastened. The contractor shored up 
the east-west trusses dur ing the t ransi­
t ion by means of columns of tubular 
steel scaffolding. A f t e r the shoring was 
instal led, and the east-west trusses were 
removed, the roof collapsed, i n j u r i n g the 
workmen. 

The architects had not prepared speci­
fications f o r the temporary shoring of the 
roof , nor d id they compute on the plans 

the load that would be placed on the 
shores, or provide the contractor w i t h a 
safety factor to be used in the shoring. 
They did not oversee or inspect the shor­
ing as used. The architects urged tha t 
none of this was their responsibility be­
cause the contract between the owner 
and the contractor provided in part t ha t : 

"The Contractor shall provide al l 
bracing, shoring and sheeting as re­
quired f o r safety and f o r the proper 
execution of the work. 

The court said: 

"Despite the argument of the 
aichitects that the shoring here was 
a method or technique of construc­
t ion over which they had no control, 
we feel that under the terms of the 
contracts the architects had the r igh t 
to interfere i f the contractor began 
to shore in an obviously unsafe and 
hazardous manner. We agree w i t h 
the architects that they had no duty 
to specify the method the contractor 
would use in shoring, but we believe 
that under the terms of these con­
tracts the architect had the r ight to 
insist upon a safe and adequate use 
of that method." 

The court then concluded that i f the ar­
chitects knew "or in the exercise of reas-
(uiablo care should have known that the 
shoring was inadequate and unsafe, they 
had the right and corresponding duty to 
stop the work unt i l the unsafe condition 
had been remedied." I f they failed to do 
this, they would be liable to the workmen 
who could foreseeably be injured i f the 
shoring were inadequate. ". . . [ T ] h e 
shoring operation was of such importance 
that the j u ry could find f r o m the evidence 

that the architects were gu i l ty of negli­
gence in f a i l i ng to inspect and watch 
over the shoring operation." 

However, the court did find that i t was 
not negligence on the part of the archi 
tects to f a i l to plan the shoring or pro 
vide specifications f o r i t . I t was not the 
usual or customary practice f o r archi 
tects to do this. " . . . [ E ] x c e p t f o r the 
duty to stop work in the event of an 
obviously hazardous dereliction on the 
part of the contractor, the architects were 
under no duty w i t h regard to the 
methods, means or techniques used by the 
contractor to shore the roof. 

The court also held that the architects 
could seek indemnity f r o m the contractor 
i f the i n j u r y was directly caused by his 
improper construction methods and tech 
niques used, and i f the architects were 
liable only by reason of their fa i lure to 
stop work on the job. 

This case represents a significant exten­
sion of the architect's exposure to liability 
f o r hazards resulting f r o m the methods 
of work u.sed by the contractor. I f this 
decision is generally applied, the archi­
tect is faced with a dilemma: i f he un­
dertakes to investigate the safety of the 
contractor's work methods, he may en­
counter objections f r o m the contractor. 
In addition he may expose himself to 
f u r t h e r possible l iab i l i ty to workmen and 
t h i r d persons i f he does not adequately 
pe r fo rm the job he has undertaken. And 
of course he w i l l be required to do more 
work f o r no additional fee. On the other 
hand, i f he leaves all of these matters to 
the contractor, the architect may be held 
responsible fo r fa i lu re to see that the 
work is being performed w i t h proper 
safety precautions. 
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First Honor Award DESMOND - MIREMONT & ASSOCIATES 
Andrew Gasaway, Associate 
Baton Rouge 

J U R Y C O M M E N T S : 

This sympathetic solution to a problem involving additions to a simple, 
almost austere, board and batten Victoria Church, deserves high 

praise. Each element of the plan is well studied. This enhances 
strongly the original concept. The overall result will be distinguished, 

if executed as proposed. 

There is a sensitive recognition of specific existing values, 
including the lawn, the trees, the exterior materials, the win­

dow and door details. The desciplined selection of such 
elements compliment the original buildings. One bold move—the relocation 

and reuse of the old steeple—is essential to complete 
this handsome group. 

J U R Y : 

Morris Ketchum, Jr . , F . A . I . A . 
Chloelhiel W . Smith, F . A . I . A . 
Richard W . Snibbe, A . I . A . 
M a r c Goldstein 

A D D I T I O N S T O G R A C E M E M O R I A L C H U R C H ( E P I S C O P A L ) • H A M M O N D , L O U I S I A N A 

First Stage 



Corridor 

PI 

Educat iona l Building 
Second Floor 

• d n o a t I o n B a n o t u a r y 
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Photographs by Dave Gleason 

A D D i n O N S T O G R A C E M E M O R I A L C H U R C H ( E P I S C O P A L ) . H A M M O N D , L O U I S I A N A 

In this addition of an educational buiUiing to 
a historic gothic revival board and batten 
church the t r i partite problems of preservation, 
continuity, and growth were faced. 

The educational building, shown in photo­
graphs, re-uses the board and batten exterior 
and interior. Structural concrete columns and 
laminated beams are exposed throughout, de­
f in ing the classroom spaces. The vertical aiul 
lineal ( juali ty and the gabled nuissing of the 
older buildings are continued. 

The program for the church, which w i l l be the 
second phase of construction, calls foi" a doub­
ling of the seating capacity and plan changes 
in accordance wi th the new attitudes toward l i t ­
urgy without d is turbing the small scale i n t i ­
macy of the present interioi-. These would be 
accomplished by moving the al tar fo rward and 
adding crossing naves f o r additional seating. 
The tower w i l l be made free standing and pre­
served as a memorial to allow a narthex. Educational Building 

I I 1; •• 



Gerald J. McLindon 

New School Director . . . 

The new Director of LSU's School of Environmental Design 
is Gerald J. McLindon, a native of Bathgate, Scotland. 

Envi ronmenta l Design combines the three aca<lemic dei)ait-
ments of fine arts, architecture and landscape architecture. 

McLindon served as Director of the recently completed Market 
Street Development Project in San Francisco and as the 
Director of the Metropolitan Planning Commission in Litt le 
Rock, Arkansas. He holds a Bachelor of Archi tecture and 
a Diploma in Civic Design f r o m the Univers i ty of Liverpool 
in England, a Diploma in College teaching f r o m Harvard 
Un ive r s i t y and Radcliffe College and a Master of Landscape 
Arch i tec tu re Degree f r o m Harvard . 

A member of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
and an Associate of the Royal Ins t i tu te of B r i t i s h Architects, 
McLindon was the lecipient of the E a r l of Derby Prize for 
archi tecture at the Liverpool College of Technology, a Ful-
b r i g h t Scholarship to Harva rd Univers i ty and a U r i e l H. 
Crocker Wor ld Wide Scholarshi]) in landscape architecture 
to H a r v a r d . 

News 
Notes 
New LAA Officers for '67 

The highl ight of the L A A ' s annual meeting in Baton Rouge, 
October 14, was the election of the new officers fo r 19(57. 
Shown here f i o m left to r igh t are: Frank N . Bi-ocato, A I A , 
of Baton Rouge, who was returned for a second term as Secre­
tary-Treasurer; Perry Brown, A I A , of Baton Rouge, Vice 
President; George M. Leake, A I A , of New Orleans, President; 
and Howard Sherman, A I A , of Shreveport, Vice President. 

I J ce i i s ing E x a m Set 

A four day e.xamination f o r architectural licensing w i l l be 
held January 25, 2(5, 27 and 28, in Room 41 at LSU's H i l l 
Memorial Building (Old L i b r a r y ) . Per.sons asjnring to be 
licensed should file their application before November 25, 
wi th M r . H . D. R u l f i n , Director of the Department of Occu­
pational Standards, P. O. Box 44095, Capitol Station, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 70804. 

C E L A N E S E 
COATING C O M P A N Y 

DEVOE PAINT DIVISION 

Color Engineer Archi tectura l Service 

WELDON McHUGH 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

344 -9454 

RAY FRANCINGUES 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

524 -0327 
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