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Queenshorough Baptist Church, Shreveport, Louisiana 

Architect: FREY ASSOCIATES—Shoemaker - Colbert - Brodnax, Architects-Engineers 

Modern Gothic 
for a new Shreveport church 

inspired by prestressed concrete 
For the new Queenshorough Baptist Church, a 

roof system of precast, prestressed concrete "Y" 
beams effectively expresses the architect's design 
and provide an exposed interior ceiling of unusual 
beauty. Nineteen of the "Y" units of variable 
width and depth, approximately 80-ft. long, tran­
scend into cast-in-place Gothic arches on the facade. 
Exposed concrete proved to be most functional for 
the roof framing of the fan-shaped auditorium, 
which has space for about 1,100 main floor seats 
and some 600 balcony seats. 

fn 5()(h year 

To complement the design of the auditorium, 
a 75-ft. high, three-columned spire rises from a 
dish-shaped fountain pool on the entry terrace. The 
lower portions of the spire legs were precast and, 
prior to erection, two sides of an expanding Gothic 
vault shape were cast onto one end of each leg. 
Prestressing greatly simplified the spire construc­
tion and made possible its slender design. 

More and more, architects turn to prestressed 
concrete to express the sheer drama inherent in 
church design. 

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
4 0 3 I N T E R N A T I O N A L T R A D E M A R T . N E W O R L E A N S . L O U I S I A N A 7 0 1 3 0 

An organization of cement manufacturers to improve and 
extend the uses of portland cement and concrete. 
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W h i l e o u t l o o k s can change q u i c k l y , a t t h i s w r i t i n g our l e g i s l a t i v e p r o g r a m 
i s d o i n g q u i t e w e l l . 

S e v e r a l o f t he L A A C h a p t e r s have a s s igned a r c h i t e c t s to m a i n t a i n l i a i s o n w i t h 
t h e i r l e g i s l a t o r s , a n d w h e n I have c a l l e d on t h e i r he lp , we 've h a d not iceable 
r e s u l t s i n B a t o n Rouge . 

A s m a l l t a s t e o f success ach ieved b y y o u r L A A i n d e f e a t i n g t h e i l l - a d v i s e d 
" R e s i d e n t i a l D e s i g n e r s B i l l " ( H - 8 6 5 ) h o p e f u l l y w i l l encourage o thers to p a r t i c i ­
pa t e i n l e g i s l a t i v e m a t t e r s o f conce rn t o t h i s nob le p ro fess ion . 

I n a d d i t i o n to the con tac t s , f r i e n d s h i p s a n d g o o d w i l l es tabl ished b y t h i s o f f i c e , 
w e need t h e pe r suas ive p o w e r w h i c h comes f r o m a b road base o f vo t e r s a n d 
c o m m u n i t y leaders w h o w i l l voice t h e i r o p i n i o n t o the men w h o represen t t h e m . 
I f y o u ' v e never discussed l e g i s l a t i o n w i t h a n y o f y o u r r ep re sen ta t ives t h e n 
w h y n o t do so t h i s weekend? 

I f y o u p r e f e r e x p r e s s i n g y o u r s e l f t h r o u g h a l e t t e r there ' s no be t t e r t i m e t h a n 
n o w , a n d here 's a s u b j e c t w o r t h c o n s i d e r i n g : 

H 8 5 6 — ( d r a f t e d b y the L A A a n d t h e C E C ) is designed to 
r e m o v e the se lec t ion o f a r c h i t e c t s a n d eng inee r s f r o m po l i t i c s , 
b y g i v i n g the s t a t e agency w h i c h w i l l a c t u a l l y use the p r o j e c t 
a voice i n t h e se lec t ion . T h e b i l l ha s t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o v i s i o n s : 

— a g u i d e l i n e f o r t he u s i n g a g e n c y t o f o l l o w i n d e t e r m i n ­
i n g q u a l i f i c a t i o n s o f a r c h i t e c t s a n d engineers . 

— a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a r c h i t e c t s t o appear a n d s ta te 
t h e i r case b e f o r e the o f f i c i a l s w h o w i l l make the final 
se lec t ion . 

— c l e a r l y d e f i n e d a u t h o r i t y f o r t he p r i m a r y a r c h i t e c t or 
eng inee r t o select h i s o w n c o n s u l t a n t s . 

W h e n y o u f a i l t o speak o u t f o r good g o v e r n m e n t y o u loose y o u r r i g h t to com-
l ) l a i n a b o u t bad g o v e r n m e n t , b u t each t i m e y o u exerc ise y o u r r i g h t to be h e a r d 
y o u become a b e t t e r m a n a n d a b e t t e r A m e r i c a n . 

T H E L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T , 
O f f i c i a l J o u r n a l o f t he L o u i s i a n a 
A r c h i t e c t s A s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e 
A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t s , 
i s o w n e d b y the L o u i s i a n a A r c h i ­
tec ts A s s o c i a t i o n , n o t f o r p r o f i t , 
a n d is pub l i shed m o n t h l y . Su i t e 200, 
J a c k T a r C a p i t o l House H o t e l , 
B a t o n R o u g e , L a . , t e l e p h o n e 
348-4331 . E d i t o r i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
a r e welcome b u t ) u b l i c a t i o n can­
n o t be g u a r a n t e e d . O p i n i o n s ex­
pressed by c o n t r i b u t o r s a re not 
necessa r i ly those o f t he E d i t o r or 
t he L o u i s i a n a A r c h i t e c t s Associa­
t i o n . E d i t o r i a l m a t e r i a l m a y be 
f r e e l y r e p r i n t e d b y o t h e r o f f i c i a l 
A T A p u b l i c a t i o n s , p r o v i d e d f u l l 
c r e d i t is g i v e n t o the a u t h o r and 
t o t h e L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T 
f o r p r i o r use. 

. . . A d v e r t i s e m e n t s o f p r o d u c t s , ma­
t e r i a l s and services adap tab l e f o r 
use i n L o u i s i a n a a re w e come, b u t 
m e n t i o n of names o r use of i l l u s ­
t r a t i o n s o f such n a t e r i a l s a n d p ro ­
d u c t s i n e i t h e r e d i t o r i a l o r ad­
v e r t i s i n g co lumns does n o t cons t i ­
t u t e endorsement b y the L o u i s i a n a 
A r c h i t e c t s A s s o c i a t i o n . A d v e r t i s i n g 
m a t e r i a l mus t c o n f o r m t o s t andards 
o f t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n , a n d the r i g h t 
is r ese rved t o r e j e c t such m a t e r i a l 
because of a r r a n g e m e n t , copy, or 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

E d i t o r i a l A d v i s e r s — D a l e R u c k s t u h l 
J o h n L . W e b b 

E d i t o r — D i c k T h e v e n o t 

P u b l i s h e r — L o u i s i a n a A r c h i t e c t s 
A s s o c i a t i o n 

A r t D i r e c t i o n — D a l e R u c k s t u h l 
Gene E g g e r 

P r i n t e d by P i k e B u r d e n . 

L A A O F F I C E R S A N D B O A R D 

J o h n L . W e b b , P r e s i d e n t ; M a x 
H e i n b e r g , V ice P r e s i d e n t ; George 
L e a k e , V ice P r e s i d e n t ; F r a n k N . 
B r o c a t o , S e c r e t a r y ; D a v i d L . 
P e r k i n s , I m m e d i a t e P a s t Pres ident . 
S i d n e y F o l s e , M i l t o n F i n g e r , 
E r n e s t V e r g e s , J a m e s G i b e r t , 
S t e w a r t F a r n e t , J . B u c h a n a n 
B l i t c h , Chester J o r d a n , W . R. 
B r o c k w a y , H o w a r d S h e r m a n , P. 
M u r f f O ' N e a l , H o w a r d R i v e r s , F r e d 
B a r k s d a l e , P h i l i p F r a n k , U . E . 
H a c k e t t , J r . , P e r r y B r o w n , ( P r o v . ) , 
D i c k Thevenot , E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r . 
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These projects by students in the School of Architecture during the post two years 
ore symptomatic of our growing concern for the world's number one environmental 
problem — the provision of adequate housing for our growing population with contracting 
earth resources. It is even so in the United States though not generally recognized. 

The design of housing is far end away the most difficult of all problems to which the 
architect con address himself and at the some time the most rewarding. If there is 
reason to regret the forfeiture of design control of the individual detached house by 
architects today, there is the hope that architects may not be found wanting again as 
the investigation into new life styles on an ever greater scale becomes a matter of 
dogmatic urgency. 

The dynamics of twentieth century urbanization strongly suggest that the individuol 
house is obsolescing quickly to the point where Serge Chermoyeff's view that "it no longer 
con be considered architecture at a l l" takes on new and more comprehensible meanings. 
These studies and others not shown here begin to suggest that the problem of 
"limited multiplicity" is solved not through the repeating unit but rather through a 
flexible repeating element capable of adjustments to that variety necessary for 
human beings of differing requirements. 

In the final analysis the problem always remains that of finding a civilized way 
to the front door. 

John W. Lawrence, 
Dean 

FAIA 

STUDIES IN HOUSING - SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE, T U L A N E UNIVERSITY 

Ibervi l le Housing Project, N. O., La. 

V ic tor Sti l lwell , Jock Hepting 



Housing Cluster, Neighborhood Redevelopment 

Theis, Terry, Lord and Lott 
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Housing, Joseph Lovigne 

Urban Housing Development, Gus Pelias 
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Resort, Honduras 

Fleetwood Joiner 

Housing for Elderly 

Joseph Johnson 



MAN'S M I N D -
M A D E 
E N V I R O N M E N T 

by C. M. DEASY, FAIA 

A paper presented at the 15th Annual Gulf States Regional 
Conference of the American Institute of Architects. April 14, 
1966, Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

P H O T O - D A V E G L E A S O N 

" . . . his i n a b i l i t y to cope w i t h what 
seems simple, his a b i l i t y to accomplish 
the d i f f i c u l t . . . " 

I have a specia l bias , a c o n v i c t i o n t h a t m a n y o f t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r o b l e m s we deal w i t h on a n i n t u i t i v e bas i s 
as " d e s i g n dec i s ions , " a r e r e a l l y m a t t e r s o f e s t a b l i s h e d 
f a c t t h a t we h a p p e n t o be u n a w a r e o f . T h e r e a r e aspects 
o f a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t m u s t be d e a l t w i t h i n w h o l l y i n t u i t i v e 
t e r m s a n d a re ou t s ide the scope o f a n y science I k n o w 
abou t . A s a p r o f e s s i o n , w e have t ended t o c o n c e n t r a t e on 
these aspects a n d have o n l y r e c e n t l y r e a l i z e d t h e t r e m e n d ­
ous i m p o r t a n c e o f t he s c i e n t i f i c d a t a b e i n g a s sembled 
on e n v i i o n m e n t . 

I f we a re s e r i o u s l y i n t e r e s t e d i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e i n t r i ­
cate r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween h u m a n be ings a n d t h e w o r l d i n 
w h i c h t h e y l i v e , we w i l l h ave to s h i f t o u r e m p h a s i s t o 
o b j e c t i v e o b s e r v a t i o n o f m a n i n a c t i o n . I n t r o s p e c t i o n , 
c o n t e m p l a t i o n , a n d o p i n i o n a r e n o t good e n o u g h . 

T h e s t u d y o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s as a spec i a l field o f 
k n o w l e d g e is o n l y b e g i n n i n g . I t i s n o t w i t h o u t r e sources , 
howeve r , f o r i t d r a w s on the findings o f t h e m a n y s c i e n t i f i c 
d i s c ip l i ne s t h a t have l o n g been m a k i n g b r i l l i a n t c o n t r i b u ­
t i ons t o o u r k n o w l e d g e o f h u m a n i t y . E n o u g h i s k n o w t o 
m a k e i t possible f o r m a n t o s u r v i v e , a n d p e r f o r m w i t h 
g r e a t s k i l l , i n t he b leakness o f o u t e r space. E n o u g h i s 
k n o w n t o i n d i c a t e ( [u i te c l e a r l y t h a t c o p i n g w i t h t h e f o r c e s 
t h a t c o n s t i t u t e o u r n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t is no l o n g e r o u r 
mos t d i f f " i cu l t p r o b l e m . I t i s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y ap­
p a r e n t t h a t a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d p l a n n i n g a r e i n t i m a t e l y i n ­
v o l v e d w i t h t he mos t d i f f i c u l t p r o b l e m s o f a l l , m a n ' s soc ia l 
a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t . 

T h e r e is no s imi ) l e w a y t h a t we , as a p r o f e s s i o n , c a n 
u n d e r s t a n d the new i n s i g h t s o f t he b e h a v i o r a l sciences 
a n d e m p l o y t h e m i n o u r w o r k . T h e r e s e a r c h e r s c o m m i t ­
m e n t ends w i t h t he c o m p i l a t i o n o f d a t a . T h e y h a v e n o 
o b l i g a t i o n t o p r o m o t e t h e i r p r o d u c t a n d d i s t r i b u t e i t w i t h 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s f o r use. T h e r e a r e no h a n d b o o k s on these 
sub j ec t s a n d t h e r e p r o b a b l y never w i l l be. W e w i l l h a v e 
to m a k e o u r o w n e f f o r t t o u n d e r s t a n d . 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g i s n ' t s i m p l e . One o f t he first h u r d l e s i s 
t h e l a n g u a g e b a r r i e r . D a n i e l C a r s o n , P r o f e s s o r o f P s y ­
cho logy a t t he U n i v e r s i t y o f M i c h i g a n de sc r i be s m a n as 
a " n o n - s t a t i o n a r y open s y s t e m , u n d e r g o i n g c o n t i n u o u s 
i n t e r c h a n g e w i t h h i s e n v i r o n m e n t . " T h i s is h a r d l y t h e 
k i n d o f i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t w i l l s u s t a i n us w h e n w e r e t u r n 
t o o u r d r a w i n g boards . B e h a v i o r i s t s a r e p r o n e t o d i scuss 
the p r o b l e m s o f a n " i n f o r m a t i o n - r i c h e n v i r o n m e n t , " " i n ­
f o r m a t i o n o v e r l o a d , " a n d " n o i s e " t h a t has n o t h i n g t o do 
w i t h sound . T h e y speak o f r e s o l v i n g " u n c e r t a i n t y " b y 
" i n f o r m a t i o n c o d i n g . " " N o n - o b j e c t - o r i e n t e d v i s u a l s c a n n ­
i n g " is t h e i r t e r m f o r w h a t y o u a n d I k n o w as t h e a g e - o l d 
c u s t o m o f g i r l - w a t c h i n g . 



T o m a k e m a t t e r s w o r s e , t h e y say t h a t man ' s e n v i r o n m e n t 
is n o t a series o f d i sc re te i n f luences b u t a c o n t i n u u m w i t h 
v a r i o u s e l emen t s i n c o n s t a n t i n t e r a c t i o n . A s a final b low, 
t h e y h o l d the v i e w t h a t m a n c a r r i e s m u c h o f h i s e n v i r o n ­
m e n t w i t h h i m , no t on h i s back, b u t i n h i s head. T o a 
l a r g e e x t e n t o u r e n v i r o n m e n t is made i n o u r m i n d s . 

I t w o u l d be t e m p t i n g t o i g n o r e a l l t h i s as some t y p e of 
senseless j a r g o n , des igned t o m y s t i f y a n d i m p r e s s , were 
i t n o t f o r t he f a c t t h a t these t e r m s r e f e r t o e v e r y d a y 
m a t t e r s o f g r e a t conce rn t o a r c h i t e c t u r e . T h i s is a l anguage 
w e m a y have t o l e a r n . 

D i s c u s s i n g e n v i r o n m e n t as a c o n t i n u u m r a t h e r t h a n a 
ser ies o f d i sc re t e i n f luences m a y be f r u i t f u l f o r a social 
s c i e n t i s t b u t is is h a r d t o l e l a t e to o u r w o r l d of b u i l d i n g 
codes, u n i o n j u r i s d i c t i o n s , a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n budge t s . W h i l e 
i t m a y seem b i z a r r e t o a c u l t u r a l a n t h i o p o l o g i s t , and 
b e a i s no r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the s c i e n t i f i c d i sc ip l ines o f the 
academic w o r l d . I have a t t e m p t e d to s u b d i v i d e o u r sub j ec t 
i n a w a y t h a t w o u l d be r e l e v a n t t o a r c h i t e c t u r e . A s de­
s i g n e r s , w e a re accus tomed to w o r k i n g w i t h d i m e n s i o n s as 
d e s i g n p a r a m e t e r s . W e are c o n s t a n t l y i n v o l v e d w i t h the 
p h y s i c a l d i m e n s i o n s o f t he h u m a n b e i n g . I t h i n k i t i s a 
u s e f u l concept to assume t h a t m a n a c t u a l l y has severa l 
sets o f d imens ions , a l l o f w h i c h a re as i m p o r t a n t i n a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e a n d p l a n n i n g as the p h y s i c a l d imens ions we are 
so f a m i l i a r w i t h . 

T h e y a r e the P h y s i c a l , P h y s i o l o g i c a l , Soc ia l Psycho log ica l , 
a n d C u l t u r a l d i m e n s i o n s t h a t def ine m a n . 

R e l a t i n g a r c h i t e c t u r e t o m a n ' s p h y s i c a l d imens ions is an 
o l d s t o r y f o r us. W e do i t p r e t t y w e l l . H u m a n be ings come 
i n a w i d e v a r i e t y o f shapes a n d sizes, some q u i t e pecu l i a r 
a n d some q u i t e d e l i g h t f u l . T h e r a n g e , howeve r , is finite. 
A d u l t s a r e se ldom t a l l e r t h a n seven f e e t o r s h o r t e r t h a n 
f o u r f e e t . W e can eas i ly i n f e r f r o m t h i s d a t a t h a t i f we 
d e s i g n a d o o r w a y five f e e t h i g h we a r e g o i n g t o annoy 
a l o t o f people . 

W e k n o w h o w f a r a m a n can r each , t he l e n g t h o f h i s f o o t , 
a n d t h e space occup ied b y h i s g l u t e u s m a x i m u s w h e n he 
s i t s d o w n . 

M a n ' s p h y s i o l o g i c a l d imens ions a re also f a m i l i a r to us. 
A f t e r a l l , i n i t s s i m p l e s t t e r m s , a r c h i t e c t u r e is e s sen t i a l l y 
t h e r e s u l t o f m a n ' s des i re t o c o n t r o l the cosmic fo rces 
t h a t cause h i m d i s c o m f o r t : w i n d , r a i n , heat , a n d cold. 
W e h a v e a l o n g w a y t o go , h o w e v e r , i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g and 
a p p l y i n g a l l t h a t is k n o w n on t h i s s u b j e c t . T h e g a p be­
t w e e n k n o w l e d g e a n d p r a c t i c e is e n o r m o u s . 

T h e t echn iques f o r c o n t r o l l i n g g ross noise a re w i d e l y 
k n o w n to the p r o f e s s i o n a n d used c o n s i s t e n t l y . I n th i s 
sense we have c o n t r i b u t e d t o a n i m p r o v e d e n v i r o n m e n t . 
I f t h e c o n t r o l o f g ross noise w a s the o n l y i m p o r t a n t aspect 
o f o u r sonic e n v i r o n m e n t w e cou ld clo.se the book on t h a t 
s u b j e c t a n d c o n c e n t r a t e on o t h e r m a t t e r s . T h i s is f a r 
f r o m the case. P h y s i o l o g i s t s have es tab l i shed a g r e a t 
dea l o f prec ise d a t a on a u r a l responses t h a t we have not 
y e t b e g u n to a p p l y . O u r ears have a n i n v a l u a b l e c a p a c i t y 
t o d i s c r i m i n a t e be tween sounds o f d i f l"erent p i t c h and 
i n t e n s i t y w i t h g r e a t a ccu racy . T h i s w a s a pr iceless asset 
t o m a n i n the j u n g l e a n d i t r e m a i n s a pr iceless asset to 
m a n i n t h e c i t y . O u r p r e sen t a j p r o a c h to sound c o n t r o l 
t e n d s t o h i n d e r the o p e r a t i o n o f one o f o u r mos t u s e f u l 
senses. W e a r e u s i n g a mea t - axe t e c h n i q u e on a sub jec t 
t h a t deserves the p r e c i s i o n o f a l ance t . 

T h e same t h i n g a p p l i e s t o o t h e r aspects o f o u r bodies' 
s e n s i n g .systems. T h e w h o l e r a n g e o f t a c t i l e sensat ions, 
u n d e r f o o t , i n o u r hands , o r on o u r s k i n s is u n e x p l o r e d 
t e r r i t o r y f o r t he des ign p r o f e s s i o n s b u t no t t o the p h y s i ­
o l o g i s t s . W e w o r k h a r d a t r e s o l v i n g the p r o b l e m s o f heat­
i n g a n d a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g a n d do i m p r o v e these sys tems bu t 
avenues o f a p p l i c a t i o n r e m a i n t h a t a r e t o t a l l y u n e x p l o i t e d . 
H o w s h o u l d we h a n d l e the t a n t a l i z i n g i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 
t h e presence o f n e g a t i v e ions i n the a i r has a d e f i n i t e e f fec t 
on o u r w e l l - b e i n g , o r t h a t a p u l s a t i n g t e m p e r a t u r e pro­
duces a m o r e " p e r f e c t " e n v i r o n m e n t f o r h u m a n beings 
t h a n the u n i f o r m t e m p e r a t u r e s we t r y so h a r d t o m a i n t a i n . 
T h e field o f v i s i o n has seen some o f o u r m o r e no tab le 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s to a n i m p r o v e d e n v i r o n m e n t as w e l l as our 
m o s t s p e c t a c u l a r f a i l u r e s . T h e o p e r a t i o n o f the h u m a n 
eye i s no m y s t e r y . I t has been c a r e f u l l y a n d prec i se ly 

e x p l o r e d by g e n e r a t i o n s o f researchers . These findings 
have made i t poss ible t o es tabl ish the severa l condi t ions 
f o r o p t i m u m see ing r a t h e r exac t ly . Sdme o f t h i s i n f o r ­
m a t i o n , t h a t on i l l u m i n a t i o n levels, is employed v e r y con­
sc i en t i ous ly i n b u i l d i n g des ign. F o r some reason the 
equa l ly i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f c o n t r a s t or g la re is 
w i d e l y i g n o r e d . T h i s m a y be the s ing le mos t exaspe ra t i ng 
o v e r s i g h t o f w h i c h a n y o f us can be g u i l t y . 

THE BROWN PAPER REBELLION 

The des igne r has a m p l e cause f o r concern w i t h phys io log i ­
cal f a c t o r s . These a r e the d imensions mos t d i r e c t l y i n ­
vo lved w h e n w e t a l k o f e n v i r o n m e n t i n t r a d i t i o n a l te rms . 
W e i g n o r e t h e m a t o u r p e r i l . 

Y o u , too , m a y have been s t a r t l e d , on v i s i t i n g some land­
m a r k o f m o d e r n a r c h i t e c t u r e , to find c a r d b o a r d deflectors! 
w i r e d to the a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g out le t s , a s n a r l o f w i r e s and 
bare l i g h t bu lbs d a n g l i n g f r o m the c e i l i n g , a n d b r o w n 
paper pas ted on the w i n d o w s . I t is the r e s u l t o f a commi t ­
m e n t to an a b s t r a c t des ign ideal t h a t ignores the rea l 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l needs o f m a n . T h e a r c h i t e c t s f o r these I 
b u i l d i n g s m a y f e e l o u t r a g e d at the l i be r t i e s t a k e n w i t h 
t h e i r w o r k , b u t t he b r o w n paper makes a p o i n t we should 
heed: m a n is p rone t o be v e r y i m p a t i e n t w i t h anyone who 
dismisses h is needs as u n i m p o r t a n t . H e fights back. 

T h e c a t a l o g u e o f o u r sensory systems a n d o u r phys ica l 
d imens ions is r a t h e r comple t e and concise. C e r t a i n l y there 
is enough to j u s t i f y t he eff"ort o f p u t t i n g i t a l l i n a f o r m 
t h a t w e cou ld use i n m a k i n g des ign decisions. U n ­
f o r t u n a t e l y , we have n o t h i n g l i k e t h i s precise da ta i n 
r e g a r d t o o u r o t h e r d i m e n s i o n a l sets. 

I n f o r m a t i o n deve loped i n the b e h a v i o r a l sciences is not i n 
the f o r m t h a t w o u l d be mos t u s e f u l t o us. Ins tead of 
be ing speci f ic , i t i s d i f f u s e and g e n e r a l , concerned w i t h 
s t a t i s t i c a l ave rages r a t h e r t h a n precise s t a t emen t s . W h a t ­
ever i t s a w k w a r d n e s s f o r o u r use, we w i l l have t o take i t 
as i t is . W e need i t b a d l y . I n m y v i e w , i t i s n o t too much 
t o say t h a t t he course o f a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the nea r f u t u r e 
w i l l be l a r g e l y ded ica t ed t o a p p l y i n g the findings of the 
b e h a v i o r i s t s t o the s o l u t i o n o f o u r e n v i r o n m e n t a l problems. 

One o f t he g r e a t a d v a n t a g e s i t can b r i n g us is t he a b i l i t y 
t o more a c c u r a t e l y p r e d i c t h u m a n reac t ions to the physica l 
w o r l d . One t h i n g t h e a p p r e n t i c e a r c h i t e c t soon learns i n 
o r g a n i z i n g b u i l d i n g s i tes is t h a t t h e r e is no p o i n t i n p u t t i n g 
a r r o w s on p l a n s t o i n d i c a t e his desires c o n c e r n i n g w a t e r 
flow. W a t e r doesn ' t r e ad . I t obeys i n f l e x i b l e l a w s of i t s 
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o w n , and c o n t r a r y t o o u r wi shes , w i l l b l i t h e l y flow 
t h r o u g h the l i v i n g r o o m o n i t s l o n g j o u r n e y t o t h e sea i f 
we f a i l to consider i t s spec ia l needs. H u m a n beings behave 
i n much^ the same w a y , a n d i t i s a r a r e a r c h i t e c t w h o has 
n o t d i scovered t h a t w r i t i n g " c o n v e r s a t i o n a r e a " o r 
"assembly a r e a " on a p l a n has l i t t l e e f f ec t on h u m a n 
ac t ions . People do r e a d , b u t t h e y m u c h p r e f e r t o behave 
i n a m a n n e r o f t h e i r o w n choos ing , a n d seem t o f e e l no 
o b l i g a t i o n t o p e r f o r m as the a r c h i t e c t m a y have i n t ended . 
T h e D i r e c t o r of H o u s i n g a t one M i d - w e s t e r n college has 
r e p o r t e d , r a t h e r r u e f u l l y , on h i s b r u i s i n g exper ience w i t h 
h u m a n p e r v e r s i t y . H e a n d h i s a r c h i t e c t h a d p a i n s t a k i n g l y 
developed the p e r f e c t a r r a n g e m e n t o f f u r n i s h i n g s f o r a 
new d o r m i t o r y a n d a w a i t e d w i t h some i mpa t i e nc e the 
u n i v e r s a l acc la im o f the s t u d e n t body . I t never came. T h e 
s tuden t s a c t u a l l y used e i g h t d i f f e r e n t c o n f i g u r a t i o n s o f 
f u r n i t u r e , none o f w h i c h r e sembled i n a n y w a y the i n ­
tended p l a n . 

T h e r e is no p o i n t i n b e i n g a n n o y e d a t t h i s k i n d o f be­
h a v i o r a n y m o r e t h a n t h e r e is i n b e i n g annoyed a t t he 
w a y s of w a t e r . T h e i n t e l l i g e n t course , i n both cases, is 
t o u n d e r s t a n d the f o r c e s a t w o r k a n d p l a n a c c o r d i n g l y . 
W e need to k n o w w h a t t h e b e h a v i o r i s t s k n o w . 

T h e soc ia l d imens ions o f m a n a r e m a n y a n d complex . 
F o r t u n a t e l y we are o n l y i n v o l v e d w i t h a l i m i t e d number . 
These a re l a r g e l y conce rned w i t h g r o u p d y n a m i c s , the 
w a y i n w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s r e l a t e t o each o the r a n d to the 
g r o u p . A f e w examples w i l l have t o s u f f i c e f o r a whole 
l i b r a r y o f knowledge . 

W h e n an a r c h i t e c t des igns a c l a s s room he has m a n y ob­
j e c t i v e c r i t e r i a to m e e t : n u m b e r o f p u p i l s , sub j ec t m a t t e r , 
s t r u c t u r a l a n d b u d g e t a r y l i m i t a t i o n s . None o f these take 
i n t o accoun t the r e m a r k a b l e f a c t t h a t the a m o u n t o f 
l e a r n i n g t h a t t akes p lace i n a c l a s s r o o m is d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d 
t o the t e a c h e r - p u p i l d i s t ance . T h i s w o u l d seem to be d a t a 
o f g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e to us s ince i t sugges ts the d e s i r a b i l i t y 
o f e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t c o n f i g u r a t i o n s t h a n t h e s e i n 
c u r r e n t use. 

T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween leaders a n d f o l l o w e r s is d i r e c t l y 
a f f ec t ed by t h e i r p h y s i c a l g r o u p i n g . T h e s )ace t h a t is 
i d e a l l y o rgan ized f o r t he C h a i r m a n w h o wishes to d o m i ­
na te h is B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s w o u l d s e r ious ly i m p a i r the 
o p e r a t i o n o f a s e m i n a r t h a t w a s supposed to encourage 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f e v e r y o n e p resen t . W e a r e c u r r e n t l y 
d e s i g n i n g a p r o j e c t w i t h a l a r g e confe rence r o o m a n d 
g r a p p l i n g w i t h the a p p a r e n t l y unso lvab le p r o b l e m t h a t 
o p t i m u m i n d i v i d u a l p e r f o r m a n c e r e q u i r e s t h a t no one 
s i t n e x t t o anyone else. 

SITE PLANNING AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 

O r g a n i z i n g l a r g e s i te p l a n s o f f e r s even t o u g h e r p rob lems o f 
g r o u p r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f h o u s i n g u n i t s 
has a d i r e c t b e a r i n g on the o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n d i v i d u a l s have 
f o r m e a n i n g f u l social c o n t a c t s , a n d t h u s , i n a v e r y r e a l 
sense, a f f ec t s the c o n t e n t o f t h e i r l ives . T o the socio logis t , 
these contac ts are t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r w e l l a d j u s t e d 
c o m m u n i t y l i f e . 

Y o u w o u l d be as tounded , I t h i n k , b y the g r e a t d i f f e r e n c e 
be tween t h e i r v i e w o f t h e i m p o r t a n t e lements o f com­
m u n i t y p l a n n i n g a n d o u r s . W e t e n d to deplore the 
monotonous sameness o f t r a c t h o u s i n g a n d inadequa te 
l o t sizes, f a c t o r s w h i c h i n t h e i r v i e w a r e o f l i t t l e i m ­
por tance . T h e y are m o r e conce rned w i t h t he f a c t t h a t 
o u r t r a d i t i o n a l s t r ee t p a t t e r n s s eve re ly l i m i t t h e o p p o r t u n i ­
t ies f o r social con tac t . A n a r c h i t e c t ' s concept o f a n i d e a l 
ne ighbo rhood w o u l d be one i n w h i c h a l l the services a 
f a m i l y m i g h t need w o u l d be r e a d i l y a t h a n d . T h e sociolo­
g i s t s p o i n t ou t t h a t such a n e i g h b o r h o o d e l i m i n a t e s the 
need f o r n e i g h b o r l i n e s s : t he b o r r o w i n g across the back 
fence , the s h a r i n g o f b a b y - s i t t i n g chores , the sense o f 
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h a n i d e n t i f i a b l e g r o u p . These, t h e y con­
t e n d , a r e the r e a l d i m e n s i o n s o f m a n ' s soc ia l needs, n o t 
a b s t r a c t concepts o f o r d e r . 

Seen i n t h i s l i g h t , m a n y o f o u r basic a s sumpt ions a b o u t 
o u r u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t seem i n a p p r o p r i a t e . Corbus i e r ' s 
v i s i o n o f t he R a d i a n t C i t y m a y have a t r emendous i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l a p p e a l b u t i t bea r s n o r e l a t i o n s h i p to the r e a l 
needs o f socia l m a n . 

T h e degree o f d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n o u r a s s u m p t i o n s regard­
i n g social behav ior a n d t h e obse rvab le f a c t s is n i ce ly de­

s c r i b e d b y R o b e r t G u t m a n , P r o f e s s o r o f S oc io logy a t t he 
U r b a n S tud i e s C e n t e r o f R u t g e r s U n i v e r s i t y . I n a n u n ­
p u b l i s h e d p a p e r t i t l e d Site Planning and Social Behavior, 
he observes , " T h e h i s t o r y o f c o n t e m p o r a r y b u i l d i n g i s 
f u l l o f e x a m p l e s o f a reas set aside f o r p a r k s w h i c h have 
never been used f o r t h i s pu rpose . T h e c h i l d r e n w h o w e r e 
supposed t o p l a y i n t h e g r a s s y space can be f o u n d t u m b l i n g 
i n t he a d j o i n i n g s a n d l o t ; i n s t ead o f s u n n i n g t h e m s e l v e s 
o n t h e benches, t h e m e n a r e g o s s i p i n g i n t h e s a loon a r o u n d 
the c o r n e r . " 

I f y o u w a n t t o see these f a c t o r s a t w o r k , s t r o l l f r o m t h e 
s e e t h i n g a c t i o n o f R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r t o t h e e l e g a n t b u t 
deser ted p l a z a a t the S e a g r a m B u i l d i n g . W h a t e v e r t h e 
reasons o r t h e i n t e n t , i s is a p p a r e n t t h a t t he a r c h i t e c t s 
f o r R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r p r o v i d e d a n e n v i r o n m e n t t h a t t h e 
people o f N e w Y o r k e n j o y . 

M a n y o f the o b s e r v a t i o n s I have o f f e r e d a b o u t o u r s o c i a l 
d i m e n s i o n s a p p l y e q u a l l y t o o u r p s y c h o l o g i c a l d i m e n s i o n s . 
I t i s t r u e t h a t a r c h i t e c t s have been a w a r e o f a n d l o n g 
e m p l o y e d m a n y o f t h e v i s u a l p h e n o m e n o n o f p s y c h o l o g y 
i n t h e i r w o r k . D i s t o r t i o n s o f p e r s p e c t i v e , o f scale, a n d 
o f p r o p o r t i o n t o c r ea t e spec ia l v i s u a l e f f ec t s w e r e e m ­
p l o y e d i n a r c h i t e c t u r e f o r c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e t h e d i s c i p l i n e 
w e k n o w as p s y c h o l o g y ex i s t ed . W e s t i l l e m p l o y t h e m . 

O u r i n t e r e s t i n p s y c h o l o g y , h o w e v e r , h a s n o t e x t e n d e d 
m u c h b e y o n d t h i s spec ia l class o f p h e n o m e n o n . I t i s a 
v a s t f i e l d o f w h i c h I have o n l y a l i m i t e d k n o w l e d g e , y e t i t 
is a p p a r e n t t h a t i t i s o f c r i t i c a l i m p o r t a n c e t o us i n o u r 
search f o r a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f m a n ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o h i s 
e n v i r o n m e n t . I f w e c o n s i d e r o n l y t h e i n s t a n c e s w h e r e 
the findings o f t he p s y c h o l o g i s t s a r e i n c o n f l i c t w i t h some 
o f o u r m o s t c h e r i s h e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l concep ts , i t s h o u l d 
serve t o i l l u s t r a t e i t s i m p o r t a n c e . 

One o f t he findings t h a t s h o u l d be o f i n t e r e s t i s t h a t 
h u m a n be ings t e n d t o seek a n i n f o r m a t i o n r i c h e n v i r o n ­
m e n t , a n e n v i r o n m e n t i n w h i c h a l l o f t h e i r senses a r e 
r e c e i v i n g l o t s o f s i g n a l s a b o u t w h a t is g o i n g o n a r o u n d 
t h e m . T h e o r d e r e d e n v i r o n m e n t , t he e n v i r o n m e n t t h e i r 
senses can scan a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n s t a n t l y m a y be r e ­
a s s u r i n g , b u t i t i s , a lso, b o r i n g . C o m p a r e t h i s v i e w o f t h e 
w o r l d w i t h o u r o w n c o m m i t m e n t t o e l e g a n t s i m p l i c i t y , t o 
the o r d e r i n g o f e n v i r o n m e n t a t t h e h a n d s o f t h e m a s t e r 
des igner , t o the e l i m i n a t i o n o f t he n o n - e s s e n t i a l as a n 
a c h i e v e m e n t o f h i g h o r d e r . T o e l i m i n a t e t h e n o n - e s s e n t i a l 
i s t o e l i m i n a t e r e d u n d a n c y , a n d r e d u n d a n c y , s t r a n g e l y 
enough , is a v i t a l necess i ty i f h u m a n be ings a r e t o r e l a t e 
q u i c k l y a n d a c c u r a t e l y t o t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g s . 

I n a t l eas t one o t h e r basic w a y o u r v i e w s seem t o be a t 
odds w i t h b e h a v i o r a l r e s ea r ch . T o t h e p s y c h o l o g i s t , i t i s 
c l ea r t h a t one o f t h e g r e a t e s t needs a h u m a n has i s t o 
recognize h i m s e l f as a n i n d i v i d u a l a n d t o h a v e o t h e r s 
r ecogn ize h i m as a n i n d i v i d u a l . T h i s i s n o t a n a t t r i b u t e o f 
t he m e n t a l l y i l l , i t a p p l i e s t o a l l o f us. C o n t r a s t t h i s w i t h 
o u r concept o f t o t a l de s ign as a de s i r ab l e g o a l , a c o n c e p t 
t h a t i m p l i e s we m u s t c o n t r o l a l l t he v a r i a b l e s i n a d e s i g n e d 
e n v i r o n m e n t . I f we w e r e t o r e a l l y a c c o m p l i s h t o t a l d e s i g n , 
w h a t o p p o r t u n i t y r e m a i n s t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l f o r s e l f -
e x p r e s s i o n ; w h a t o p p o r t u n i t y does he h a v e t o e x e r c i s e 
i n d i v i d u a l choice. 

I n these t w o ins tances above we find a bas ic c o n f l i c t be­
t w e e n w e l l k n o w n a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r e c e p t s a n d t h e i m ­
press ive d a t a c o m p i l e d b y p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . D o e s 
the p l a n r e a l l y have a log ic o f i t s o w n ? I s i t t r u e t h a t 
"Les s i s m o r e ? " P s y c h o l o g y i n s i s t s t h a t t h e r e a l needs o f 
h u m a n be ings r e q u i r e us t o change o u r w a y s o f t h i n k i n g 
a b o u t a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

I n d i s c u s s i n g m a n ' s c u l t u r a l d i m e n s i o n s w e r e t u r n once 
m o r e t o f a m i l i a r g r o u n d . I t i s w h e r e t h e a r t o f a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e l ies . W h i l e i t i s f a m i l i a r g r o u n d , i t s h o u l d n o t 
be a ssumed t h a t we c o m p l e t e l y u n d e r s t a n d i t f o r w e a r e 
n o t t a l k i n g a b o u t c u l t u r e i n t h e l i m i t e d a r e a o f t h e a r t s 
b u t i n t h e m u c h b r o a d e r t e r m s o f t h e c u l t u r a l 
a n t h r o p o l o g i s t . 

A l l o f us a r e i n f l u e n c e d i n w a y s we l i t t l e u n d e r s t a n d b y 
the t i des o f t he c u l t u r e o f w h i c h we a r e a p a r t . I t r u n s 
i n s h a l l o w s u r f a c e c u r r e n t s , q u i c k l y c h a n g i n g , t h a t b r i n g 
us n e w f o r m s o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t , n e w h a i r s t y l e s , a n d n e w 
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