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Beauty and the budget get together in this all-concrete school 

The Avocado Elementary School in Homestead, Florida, demonstrates again the advantages of 
concrete in even a small size plant.' 

The structure is striking, yet tastefully modern . . . with 22 classrooms, cafetorium, library and 
administrative spaces. For 35,210 square feet, the bid price was $398,390, or $11.32 per square foot. 

The precast concrete folded plate roof, supported on prestressed columns of concrete, provided 
not only an outstanding design feature, but brought important economy. Walls are concrete masonry, 
stuccoed on the exterior, plastered inside for decorative effect. And included in the modest cost is 
the elegance of terrazzo floors in the cafetorium. 

For school boards seeking, at realistic cost, esthetically pleasing facilities that are also durable, 
firesafe and easy to maintain, concrete offers the ideal solution. Portland Cement Association 

611 Gravier Street, New Orleans. Louisiana 70130 
An organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete, mede possible by the financial support of most competing cement manufacturers in the United Stetes and Canada 
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Money's Not the Only Reason to Build 
ACME BRICK Double Walls 

ONE C R A F T . . . ONE MATERIAL 
SPEED O W N E R OCCUPANCY. 

Double Waii Systems using Acme King 
Size Brick require 33Vo fewer brick. 
Walls go up faster, using readily avail­
able material and labor. 

Acme Double Wall Systems are dura­
ble, practically maintenance free, have 
extraordinary insulating ability, and 
provide space for ducts, piping, and 
electrical conduit at no extra cost. 

You, too, w i l l value the combination of 
low initial and ultimate cost, and the 
ease with which engineering, functional 
efficiency and lasting beauty can be de­
veloped together in Acme Brick Double 
Wall Systems. 

For the f u l l story on Acme Brick Dou­
ble Wall Systems contact your Acme 
Brick representative. 

y ACME BRICK COMPANY 
^ " ^ " ^ " ^ Since 1891 • Sales offices m principal cities 
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EDITORIAL 

T H E L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T , 
Official Journal of the Louisiana 
Architects A s s o c i a t i o n of the 
American Institute of Architects, 
is owned by the Louisiana Archi­
tects Association, not for profit, 
and is published monthly, Suite 200, 
Jack T a r Capitol House Hotel, 
B a t o n Rouge , L a . , t e l ephone 
348-4331. Editorial contributions 
are welcome but publication can­
not be guaranteed. Opinions ex­
pressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Louisiana Architects Associa­
tion. Editorial material may be 
freely reprinted by other official 
A I A publications, p r o v i d e d f u l l 
credit is given to the author and 
to the L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T 
for prior use. 

. . . Advertisements of products, ma­
terials and services adaptable for 
use in Louisiana are we come, but 
mention of names or use of illus­
trations of such materials and pro­
ducts in either editorial or ad­
vertising columns does not consti­
tute endorsement by the Louisiana 
Architects Association. Advertising 
material must conform to standards 
of this publication, and the right 
is reserved to reject such material 
because of arrangement, copy, or 
illustrations. 

Editorial Advisers—Dale Ruckstuhl 
John L . Webb 

Editor—Myron Tassin 

Publisher—Louisiana A r c h i t e c t s 
Association 

Art Direction—Dale Ruckstuhl 
Gene Egger 

Printed by Pike Burden. 

Let me introduce you to the new L A A Executive 

Director; Mr. Dick Thevenot, (the t is silent). 

Thevenot is a product of Cottonport High School 

and the L S U Journalism School. His first post-

university job was that of public relations director 

of the United Givers Fund of Greater Baton Rouge. 

He was my immediate successor in that post. 

He then became a fund raiser for the Volunteers 

of America until he accepted his current position 

as Public Affairs Manager of the S h r e v e p o r t 

Chamber of Commerce. I n that capacity, he has 

also been charged with co-ordinating the Chamber's 

governmental efforts. 

His liberal arts, journalism education, and ex­

perience, qualify him well for the predominant 

communication's facet of the L A A position. Theve-

not's fascination with Louisiana government and 

politics wil l serve the Association's interest in 

the legislature and in the ever expanding liaison 

with the multitude of agencies, b u r e a u s and 

commissions. 

Your new man was born in Texas, but was reared 

in Cajun Avoyelles Parish. While he speaks no 

French, his attitude is that of a Frenchman. 

Take good care of him 

boy, too. 
he's just a country 

God speed, Dick. The best to L A A . 

L A A O F F I C E R S A N D B O A R D 

John L . Webb, President; Max 
Heinberg, Vice President; George 
Leake, Vice President; Frank N. 
Brocato, S e c r e t a r y ; D a v i d L . 
Perkins, Immediate Past President. 
Sidney F o l s e , M i l t o n F i n g e r , 
Ernest V e r g e s , J a m e s G i b e r t , 
Stewart F a r n e t , J . B u c h a n a n 
Blitch, Chester J o r d a n , W. R. 
Brockway, Howard Sherman, P. 
Murff O'Neal, Howard Rivers, Fred 
Barksdale, Philip Frank, U . E . 
Hackett, Jr . , Perry Brown, (Prov.) , 
Myron Tassin, Executive Director. 



A MECHANICAL E N G I N E E R 
LOOKS AT A R C H I T E C T S 

By William J. LeBlanc 

A native of Donaldsonville, Louisiana, Mr. LeBlanc has 
spent most of the past 17 years working with Architects. 
He is presently with W. B. Martin, Mechanical Engineers 
of Baton Rouge. 

A M E C H A N I C A L E N G I N E E R L O O K S A T A R C H I T E C T S 
—and well he should, for in these fast moving times, the 
engineer's future is more and more irrevocably involved with 
architects. It behooves architects no less, to look at this 
relationship. We must have a full measure of awareness 
of the new responsibilities and opportunities for architects 
and engineers in our time. And these responsibilites and 
opportunities are closely tied to mutual cooperation and 
understanding in a special way. 

Most Louisiana towns and cities have buildings built by 
government agencies during the thirties. Many of us have 
seen the plans for these buildings and we know how they were 
constructed. One has to search the plans diligently to see 
anything resembling mechanical systems. Perhaps a little 
block in each room can be seen or sometimes only a note such 
as 250 e.d.r. It was not uncommon in that decade for some 
of these buildings to be completely erected and then the 
steam fitters called in. The fitters, not without some measure 
of engineering talent, put in an oversized boiler, and install­
ed it in a basement equipment room which was itself greatly 
oversized. They ran great pipes all thru the crawl space. 
They cut floors and walls to run pipes to steam radiators in 
each room. Usually these systems were simple one pipe 
gravity systems. I f you wanted heat you had to know it an 
hour and a half ahead of time, and you had to want it 
everywhere or not at all. It was a great deal better than 
fireplace heating. Today most of these systems have been 
converted to something else or have had varying degrees of 
control and refinement added. 

The years following this era saw the beginnings of the 
specific function of consulting engineering for architects. 
They began taking shape in the larger cities in our area, 
notably New Orleans and Houston, consulting engineering 
firms of considerable prestige oriented toward design of 
mechanical systems for buildings. No doubt great impetus 
was given to this movement by the fact that universal air 
conditioning was fast becoming a reality. Firs t the theaters, 
then the department stores, and then the hotels, were having 
air conditioning systems designed and installed. This was 
something for which few owners dared trust a steam fitter's 
"practical" engineering. 

However, even as recently as the late forties, when we were 
still taking our engineering courses at L . S . U . , the function 
of consulting engineering in mechanical work in Baton 
Rouge was still being served by New Orleans and Houston 
firms. From the late forties to the present time, the im­
portance of engineered systems in buildings has grown by 
leaps and bounds. In buildings being drawn and built today, 
engineered systems constitute close to one-half the dollar 
volume of the buildings. Air conditioning, bigger and better 
and more universal and with more sophisticated controls, 
has been, of course, the largest single reason for this. And 
air conditioning systems are designed by mechanical 
engineers. 
So the evolution of our two professions has brought a com­
bined effort where before there was no association. We are 
strange bedfellows perhaps, but this common bed is ours 
nonetheless. 

In the practice of engineering for architects an engineer 
finds himself, in a sense, outside of his breed. The essence 
of an engineer's business is to predict the performance, 
or the result of a given set of physical phenomena. If we 
engineers are what we claim to be, we can predict that a 
certain size sub-structure and superstructure will support 
all foreseeable loads on a bridge. We can guarantee that 
a particular power transmission system and size is most 
economical and adequate to handle given lighting and power 
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loads. We can predict that a given air conditioning system 
will maintain desired room temperature, humidity, and air 
movement, in any part of a proposed building. I f we are 
what we claim to be, we can predict these things before a 
move is made toward construction of them, and our predic­
tions will be true. 

The essence of an architect's business is something else. Yet 
it .seems to this engineer that there are obvious similarities. 
Indeed the ability to predict must be involved in an archi­
tect's work as in an engineer's work. For I know that many 
times I have seen architectural plans presenting what 
seemed to me most outlandish forms, spaces and colors, only 
to see the construction develop into a delightful, fresh, and 
functional building. 

The work of architects and engineers in many areas must 
be similar. The engineer's selection of lighting or plumbing 
fixtures must take him into the area of aesthetic predictions. 
The architect's design of gutter and downspout systems must 
take him into the area or at least the fringe of pure engineer­
ing predictions. That is to say, he must be able to know, 

(from criteria based on mathematical formulae and, or proven 
ixperimental data, that the gutters and downspouts will 

not overflow as long as a specified amount of rainfall is 
not exceeded. 

And yet for all the similarity, we know that there are 
striking differences in the work of architects and engineers, 
and specifically, mechanical engineers. The things that we 
design only have worth because they do what we say they 
will do. In contrast, the things that you architects design 
have worth by their very existence. To use more accurate 
and professional terms, you architects deal in statics, while 
we mechanical engineers deal in dynamics. When the archi­
tect's design becomes a completed work, it's there. When 
the mechanical engineer's design becomes a completed work, 
it's as though it is not even there until it is turned on. Then 
|it is worse than nothing unless it works. 

It is in this vast difference in concepts between statics and 
dynamics that most of the problems arise in the working 
relationship between architects and engineers. We might 
even say that in the area of dynamics, the architect runs 
head on into the greatest potential for serious problems in 
his building. For example, water hammer, sweating, leak-
ng, overheating or overcooling, underhcating or under­

cooling, rattling, banging, smoking, burning, drying out, 
blowing up — all these are potential problems of dynamics, 
particularly the thermodynamics of h e a t i n g and a i r 
conditioning. 

I f you architects and we engineers are to function properly, 
we must be used properly. And since the control of the 
project lies with you, the architect, then the power to prop­
erly use or abuse the architectural and engineering functions 
lies with you. Are you alert to this responsibility and 
equipped to assume it? We engineers see examples both 
positive and negative. The following example is based on an 
actual project and shows how good procedure can easily be 
negated if the responsible parties are not constantly alert. 

We were engaged as mechanical engineers by a firm of highly 
competent and respected architects on a very interesting pro­
ject. The project called for extensive renovation of a 
sizable business place. One of the requirements was that 
public use of the building would continue during the renova­
tions. The design and construction had to be planned so that 
some portions of the building could be used while others 

were being worked on, with utilities and heating and air 
conditioning being maintained in proper sequence. 

Of necessity, the backbone of the construction schedule was 
written around the heavy air conditioning equipment and 
the electrical services to them. The architect very wisely 
assigned the writing of the procedural timetable to the 
mechanical engineers. Afterwards, the architect set up the 
general contractors work around the mechanical program. 
After much hard and careful work on everyone's part, the 
plans and specifications were completed in accordance with 
the design and construction timetable. 

Bidding could take place in time enough to have construction 
start when we planned and all parts of the construction 
schedule could fall into place chronologically. There would 
only be a few areas where temporary heat would be required 
in a very simple manner. Temporary air conditioning would 
not be required, and the old air conditioning service would 
be maintained under difficulty for only a short time. But, 
alas, the job was bid at a figure above the available funds. 

We had no immediate word from the architect as to what 
would be done. Later we were told the job might be redone. 
Days, weeks, eventually months went by. One day we found 
out that the project had been signed. Nothing had been done 
to revise the schedule of work, utility interruptions, tempo­
rary heat, etc. And now it was simply no longer applicable 
because the seasons were backwards. As a result, architects, 
owners, general contractors, mechanical and electrical con­
tractors were all in a continuous state of angry turmoil from 
beginning to end on the job. The owner's business was inter­
rupted much longer then he anticipated. The contractors' 
time on the job was longer than they figured. Instead of 
temporary heat being needed, temporary air conditioning 
was needed, with the attendant large electrical loads. There 
was no way for the procedural timetable to make any sense, 
but there it was. The mechanical engineer knew the ful l 
significance of the timetable and how the progress of the 
work had to be related to the seasons, probably better than 
anyone. Yet he somehow failed to keep the architect suffici­
ently aware of this, or the architect somehow neglected to 
follow through in having the engineer call the shots on the 
timetable. Very possibly the owner was exerting pressure 
for haste. Whatever the cause, it certainly could have been 
avoided with a closer understanding and cooperation among 
the owner, architect and engineer, and all would have saved 
time, money and trouble. 

But as the old saying goes, you are buying and we engineers 
are selling. We speak when asked to speak, and you can 
ask often or not at all. 

You are in the driver's seat and so you have the power to 
heed or ignore your engineers. There are tendencies among 
some of you to heed the pleasant and disbelieve the un­
pleasant. We have sometimes given space requirements and 
been told they would be reduced. We have given estimates and 
been told they were too high. We have even given required 
apparatus sizes and capacities and been told they were too 
lar^e. Admittedly, the architect can and should have reason­
able ideas of what engineering quantities should be and 
engineers should graciously take a suggestion that some 
figure is seemingly out of line. But engineering is worthless 
if it is subject to arbitrary ideas simply because the power 
to be arbitrary is there. 

The positive alternative is trust. The architect needs a 
healthy engineering profession. He can do much to upgrade 
that profession by choosing an engineer he can trust, and 
trusting the engineer he chooses. 



Tlie second in a series of monthly profiles on Fellows of the American institute of Architects from Louisiana. 

PROFILE OF A FELLOW 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 

While it is the intention of the LOUISIANA ARCHITECT 
Editorial Advisory Committee to present one Fellow each month, 
the Weincr brothers were so modest in the amount of material 
submitted, it was decided that both profiles would be needed 
to fill the space allotted. 

S A M U E L G. W E I N E R 
Elected a Fellow in 1950 in 
of his contributions in de 
education. 

S A M WEINER attended public schools in Shreveport 
and graduated from the College of Architecture at 
the University of Michigan. He attended Atelier 
Corbett in Gugler, New York , and the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts in Paris for two years, following which 
he did graduate work in Ci ty and Group planning 
under the famous late E l i e l Saarinen. 

Some of his work includes: Bossier High School, 
Caddo Heights Elementary, the widely acclaimed 
Shreveport Municipal Incinerator (with Clarence 

recognition 
sign and 

Olschner); the Shreveport Municipal Airport (with 
E . M. Freeman) , and the Marjorie Lyons Playhouse 
at Centenary College. 
Weiner served as a member of the State Board of 
Architectural Examiners for 15 years. He holds a 
Certificate of Award for services from the National 
Council of Architectural Registration Boards. 
His biography is listed in Who's Who in America 
and Who's Who in Industry in the Southwest. 
Mr. Sam has authored "Venetian House and Details.' 

W I L L I A M B. W E I N E R 
Elected to Fellowship in 1961 in recog­
nition of his contribution to design. 

B I L L WEINER, too, is a product of Shreveport public 
schools, holds a B S from the University of Michigan, 
studied in Europe, and did post-graduate work at 
Columbia University. 
His architecturial experience includes work with 
Jones, Roessle, Olschner, and Weiner in Shreveport; 
G r e e n LaRoche and Dahl of Dallas; and the partner­
ship of Weiner-Morgan and O'Neal since 1958, after 
being a single principal in his f irm from 1933 to 1958. 
He is licensed in Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi and 

holds a N C A R B Certificate. His services to the 
Institute includes President of the Shreveport A l A 
Chapter; Secretary, First Vice President and Presi­
dent of the Louisiana Architects Association, and 
Chairman of the National A I A H o n o r A w a r d s 
Committee. 

These are the Weiner brothers — possibly the only 
brothers in the country who hold the unique distinc­
tion of being Fellows of the American Institute 
of Architects. 
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T H E C H A N G I N G F A C E 
O F BATON R O U G E 

By F. E. Shepherd 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the first in a series 
of articles on the changing face of Louisi­
ana cities — The welcomed ''growths" on 
B. R. face are described by F. E. Shepherd, 
reporter for the State Times Newspaper. 

Downtown Baton Rouge is undergoing a face-lifting and skyline 
revision to the tune of about $43 million. 

This figure includes recently-concluded projects, some now under 
way and others in the process of planning or bid letting. And, it 
does not include work on the structural steel segment of the 
$46 million bridge across the Mississippi River at South Blvd. 

The 16 major projects represented in the $42 million downtown 
revitalization program are fairly well-balanced. Three involve 
extensive church work, six (including two federal) deal with 
new or renovated public buildings, two involve hotels, three are 
in the field of finance and two are of the commercial office-type 
buildings. 

One of the top projects not yet announced concerns the Istrouma 
Hotel, condemned several years ago. Reportedly the Capital 
Bank and Trust Co. plans to purchase the structure and raze 
the older front section to make way for a new bank at Florida 
Blvd. and Third Street. 

Reportedly the transaction would cover between $2 and $3 
million. 

Although at least four of the 16 projects have already been 
announced no cost estimates have been made public. Here are 
the plans for these four projects: 

St. James Episcopal church—$400,000, with work to be completed 
in about eight or nine months and starting in about 90 days for 
a new parish hall, social room, kitchen, cafeteria and church day 
school and offices. It will involve tearing down the present parish 
house built in the 1850s. 

Church Project: St. Jo.seph's church—about $750,000, including 
renovation of the church interior, an administration building, 
rectory and Catholic information center. Plans call for com-
I)letion of the work in 1966. 

Education Building—This $8 to $10 million structure has been 
approved by the Louisiana Office Building Corp. and the Board 
of Education has put final stamp of approval on building plans. 
The structure will be built on that portion of the St. Joseph 
Prep School tract at North and Fi f th Streets not now occupied 
by classroom buildings. Purchase of the tract by the corporation 
from the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge for $1,914,000 paved 
the way for extension of Fourth Street from North St. to Boyd 
Avenue. 

State Building: Archives and records building—this $2 to $3 
million structure is planned by the Office Building Corp., but 
has not yet been finally approved. It would be located just north 
of the Capitol Annex and would house all permanent state 
records, all state-level retirement systems and the emergency 
operating center of the Louisiana Civil Defense. 

Several buildings have already been completed, or are nearing 
completion. 

The Travel Lodge Motel in the 400 block of Lafayette Street, 
a $750,000 structure already open for business; the old Baton 
Rouge Junior High School at Florida and 10th Street, partly 
occupied and in the midst of a $500,000 renovating and re­
modeling job; Youth Opportunity Center (a federal project) at 
Lafayette and Laurel Streets, a $40,000 project already com­
pleted; the Cangelosi building on North Blvd. across the street 
from the old mansion, a $500,000 private office building project; 
Citizens Savings and Loan building at Florida and 7th Street, 
a $750,000 project under construction. 

And, the old State Capitol, neglected for years will soon have 
a new interior look with a $430,000 remodeling job approved 
by the Capital Construction and Improvement Commission. 

Firs t Baptist Church—between $750,000 and $1 million for a 
three-story activities and recreation building adjacent to the 
present church building on the southeast corner of Florida Blvd. 
and Fifth Street. The project, which will bring the church 
investment to $3 million, will begin the latter part of this year 
and be completed early in 1968. Blakewood and Associates are 
architects. 

Reymond Building—$1 million for remodeling of the office por­
tion of the building (the store section occupied by Rubinstein's 
has already been remodeled) for offices for State National Life 

(Continued on Page 16) 



DOWNTOWN BATON R O U G E D E V E L O P M E N T - Con­
struction or renovation projects completed, under way or 
planned (circles) in downtown Baton Rouge point up 
revitalization of the business district. Major projects shown 
here represent an investment of some $42 million in this 
area of the city. The projects are: (1) Old State Capitol 
renovation, planned, $430,000. (2) Youth Opportunity Cen­
ter, Lafayette and Laurel, completed, $40,000. (3) Travel 
Lodge Motor Hotel, 400 block of Lafayette, completed, 
$750,000. (4) Istrouma Hotel, reported to be future site of 

$2 to $3 million Capital Bank and Trust Co. (5) Reym| 
Building, Third and Florida, being remodeled at cost 
$1 million. (6) St. James Episcopal Church, Convenj 
and Fourth, $400,000 in new building planned. (7) 
isiana National Bank, Florida and Fourth, $10 mill 
building under construction. (8) Cangelosi Building, N( 
Blvd., $500,000, almost complete. (9) First Baptist ChuJ 
Convention and Fif th , $1 million in planned new buildi 
to complement church. (10) St. Joseph Catholic Chuj 
Fourth and Main, $750,000 for planned new parish he 
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d other buildings. (11) Education building, North Street 
d Fi f th Street, $8 to $10 million home for Department 
Education, planned. (12) Citizen* Savings and Loan As-
iation, $750,000 new home under construction, Florida 

• d Seventh St. (13) Federal Building, Florida between 
I and 9th Streets, $4 million, under construction. (14) 
rliament House auditorium and apartment complex, $8 
llion between Front St. and Third Street (auditorium 
der construction). (15) Archives Building, $2 to $3 mil-

^ building planned by state north of Capitol Annex. 

(16) (not shown) - Old Baton Rouge Junior High School, 
$500,000 remodeling project under way by City-Parish gov­
ernment for use for government agencies and Court of 
Appeal. The photo at bottom shows the downtown area, 
including the interstate system freeway (and the approach 
to the $46 million South Blvd. Mississippi River bridge 
at left) . 

—Aerial photos by Fred C. Frey, J r . 

II 


