BUILT IN FURNITURE

For positive protec-
tion against termites
and decay, use WOL-
MANIZED pressure-
treated lumber any-
where wood is near
the ground or in con-

tact with masonry—

Get full details from
your builder or ar-

chitect.

BAKER MFG. CO. CENTRAL CREOSOTING CO., INC.

Pineville, La. HI 5-3601 Route 1, Slaughter, Louisiana
I Phone — Baton Rouge - 342-9793, Clinton - 683-8297 I

CUSTOM ALUMINUM FABRICATION

+ Special Windows
* Aluminum Door Frames
* Sun Screens

« Decorative Grilles

* Aluminum Flush Doors ALUMAGLASS

CORPORATION

+ Window Walls
739 S. Clark St.  504-486-6581

New Orleans, Louisiana

+ Curtain Walls
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Modern concrete masonry
combines fire safety
with beauty in today’s schools

Building with concrete masonry provides
maximum fire safety, an important consid-
eration in your school building program.
Walls of concrete can’t burn. And floors of
terrazzo or concrete and roofs of concrete
make your schools practically fireproof.
Versatile, low-cost concrete masonry pro-
vides beauty, too. New sizes, shapes, colors
and textures are available for the school de-
sign of your choice. Concrete masonry is easily
painted or integrally colored. Initial invest-
PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION

ment is moderate. And upkeep costs stay low.

For excellent acoustics and insulation,
choose modern concrete masonry. It absorbs
sound waves and resists sound transmission
for quieter classrooms. Affords year-around
comfort by withstanding extremes of heat
and cold. Helps keep fuel bills down.

The next time your school district plans to
build, follow the lead of communities across
the country. Build with modern concrete
masonry. More details upon request.

611 Gravier Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

An organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete, made possible by the financial support of most competing cement manufacturers in the United States and Canada
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editor’s note:
HANG ON AMERICA!

At a meeting of AIA component presidents in St. Louis this month, the
Vieux Carre expressway spontaneously nudged its way into the seminar dis-
cussion (as it does wherever architects gather).

Within minutes, the subject so enraged participants that decorum suffered.
Angry cries for top level action were heard. The planned agenda was altered
drastically.

These protesters were mid-westerners, far-westerners, plains-staters, hi]l-
billfes, who somehow have been led to believe that the Quarter belongs to America.

To illustrate this mass ownership mania, we reprint a Californian’s letter
which appeared in the Baton Rouge “Morning Advocate” on February 4.

Editor, Morning Advocate:

When I was 16 years old, I visited New Orleans with my father for the
first time. For two decades, I dreamed about the quaint beauty, the sheltered
charm, the exquisite antique shops, the graceful balconies of Vieux Carre.
Meanwhile, there had been a war and sweeping changes in many American
cities and I was almost fearful to return to New Orleans, lest its memorable
French Quarter would be changed. Then, in 1956, I took six young Future
Farmers there and was overjoyed to find it unchanged and as picturesquely
lovely as before.

Recently, I was shocked to learn that an elevated expressway is being
seriously considered which would invade our beloved Vieux Carre. This proposal
must be thoroughly reconsidered by the Chamber of Commerce, which originated
it, and all other allied groups. I visited New Orleans in August, 1965, so I am
well aware of that fair city’s traffic problems, but the nationally esteemed staff
of Tulane University’s School of Architecture has developed a carefully thought-
out and practical alternative plan.

I have seen most of the major cities in 48 of the nation’s states and I consider
Washington, D.C. the most impressive and thrilling city in America and New
Orleans the most interesting and charming. Why? Because of the picturesque
splendor of Vieux Carre—its sequestered patios, the delicate tracery of its
wrought iron designs, verdant Jackson Square, the majestic Basilica.

When I visit other cities and observe the drastic changes they have under-
gone, I silently affirm, “New Orleans is different. That gracious southern lady
will not succumb to modern speed and growth trends. Vieux Carre will continue
to be a haven of quiet charm, a treasure chest of antiques, a refuge from the
turmoil of today.”

I implore you to preserve the Old World loveliness, to protect Vieux Carre
from noise and fumes that are inevitably associated with expressways. In times
of rapid change, the preservation of loveliness is a precious accomplishment.
Keep Vieux Carre undefiled for the sake of all Americans who find it delightful.

Thank you for your attention and consideration and please publish this
letter of earnest appeal.
ALYCE W. JEWETT
788 Elmwood Dr.
Davis, Calif,

Tut, Tut, such an emotional display of unreasonable nostalgia . . . some
will say.

EDITOR



NO TIME FOR DELAY




We Don’t Have To Be Ugly

Your city can look most any way you want it to look. You can
have a downtown confused by ugly and unreadable signs, cor-
rupted visually by poles and wires, congested with cars. Or, as in
Fresno, California, you can take traffic off the street, create a
pedestrian shopping street with sculpture, water displays,
benches, trees and flowers, minibuses. Canton, Ohio, before and
after, shows how an ugly public area can become a handsome
plaza with restaurant, community exhibit area, greenery, and a
gay sidewalk cafe which in winter becomes an ice skating rink.




ou can wipe out the recreational future of an urban
waterway with industrial debris and elevated highways,
as Washington, D.C., has done along the Potomac. Or,
as did the people of San Antonio, Texas, you can grace
your river with shaded walkways, boating, trees, and
cafes. Suburbia can be as barren a landscape of cracker-
boxes as is this California subdivision. Or as the
contrasting example in Virginia shows, it can be a com-
munity of well-designed and well-sited houses with trees
kept in and power lines kept out of sight—underground.
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—‘ ‘ e have all the skills, tools, and resources we

need to rid our communities of ugliness and create
an urban environment of beauty and order. What
we have little of is time.

Major community improvement is a four-stage
operation: Awareness, commitment, planning, and
action. If your fellow townsmen have shut their
eyes to the problem, help them to want to see
again. Raise the issue in community meetings,
write letters to your newspaper, demand action
from your local government, urge your state legis-
lators, governor, and congressmen to help reverse
the tide of urban ugliness.

Determine the extent of the problem with a
careful and competent visual survey. A team of
responsible citizens can quickly establish how
badly wire blight and signs befoul the approaches
to the city; see how far downtown is rundown;
determine whether urban housing needs restora-
tion or razing; and report on parks that have been
replaced by parking lots, river banks that have
been desecrated by highways, and forests that
have been ravaged for badly-planned subdivisions.

Essential to any genuine improvement is forma-
tion of a long-range master plan to guide the
redevelopment and orderly growth—in short, the
design—of the community. The master plan should
be accompanied by a list of short-range and long-
range action programs. Among other things, it
should call for:

Coordination of community design with plan-
ning for highways; redevelopment of blighted
business and residential areas; identification and
preservation of historic buildings; enactment of
ordinances regulating billboards and storefront
signs and requiring utility lines to be placed under-

A fibm, “No Téme for Ugliness,” on the subject of community beautification is available for
loan from the Louisiana Architects Association or from a local chapter of the American
Institute of Architects. The film, 16 mm, sound, 27 minutes, is excellent for presentation to
eiviec clubs and organizations of diverse interests. To borrow the film from the Lowisiana
Architects Association, inquiries should be addressed to Myron Tassin, Executive Director,
Louisiana Avchitects Association, Jack Tar Capitol House, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. To

ground; creation of small parks to break up the
city’s density; adoption and enforcement of up-to-
date building codes and zoning laws; re-design of
municipal traffic signs and street furniture (light
poles, benches, trash receptacles, etc.); proper
maintenance of public properties.

Four forces are necessary to effect community
redevelopment—an enlightened government, in-
terest and leadership of the business community,
skills of architects and other design professionals,
and one that must be ever-present—public de-
mand. Efficient and beautiful communities can be
created in free societies only when the people who
live in them know the difference between the good
and the bad —and demand the good.

We have all the tools we need to do the job—a
responsive and democratic political system, busi-
ness leaders with a demonstrated capacity for
getting things done, and design skills which can
create everything from a regional land-use plan to
a better street sign. The only thing in short supply
1s time. Now is the time to act.

y;

obtain a copy on the local level, call your local chapter of the American Institute of Architeets. Al A




TO THE HONORABLE, THE CHIEF JUSTICE AND
THE ASSOCIATE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME
COURT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA:

The petition of the Louisiana Architects Association, a
non-profit corporation organized under the laws of the State
of Louisiana, and a state component of the American
Institute of Architects, appearing herein as amicus curiae,
with respect represents that the petition of Beuford G.
Jacka for a writ of certiorari or review should be granted,
and in support of this respectfully shows:

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

The facts out of which this case arises are fully set
forth in the petition for writ of certiorari or review previously
submitted by Beuford G. Jacka. These facts raise issues of
importance and concern to the architectural profession, to
public agencies and private citizens dealing with that pro-
fession, and hence of general public importance — issues of
such significance that they should be resolved by this
Honorable Court.

MEMORANDUM OF AUTHORITIES ON PRINCIPLES
OF LAW INVOLVED

It is respectfully submitted that the opinion of the
Honorable Court of Appeal for the Second Circuit fails to
consider properly the issues involved in this matter or to
apply the correct principles of law to the resolution of these
issues. The questions of law in this case are of such im-
portance that they should be resolved by this Honorable
Court. It is respectfully submitted that the applicable princi-
ples of law are as follows:

(A) WHEN AN ARCHITECT IS EMPLOYED, THE
SERVICES WHICH HE IS TO RENDER ARE TO
BE INTERPRETED IN THE LIGHT OF PRE-
VAILING CUSTOM AND SOUND PRACTICES
IN THE PROFESSION UNLESS THERE IS AN
EXPRESS CONTRACTUAL UNDERTAKING TO
THE CONTRARY.

The Louisiana Architects Association fully recognizes
that the architect’s professional status requires the highest
professional responsibility. The architect owes his client
professional ability, loyalty and professional integrity. The
architect’s employment contract is to be read in the light
of the architect’s professional status.
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the jacka case

EDITOR’S NOTE: LAA Member Beuford Jacka won a suit
against a local school board in his area for $27,005.57 as
balance due him in fees. The District Court of Appeals
reversed the lower Court decision. Jacka’s attorneys re-
quested a re-hearing but were denied.

They then appealed to the Supreme Court and, at the
same time, requested LLAA’s participation as a friend of the
Court. A majority of sixteen LAA board members voted to
petition the high Court to review the Appeals Court ruling.
Excerps from LAA Legal Counsel Alvin Rubin’s brief are
herein presented. Most of the legal citations are omitted but
can be obtained by writing to Rubin,

Before going to press, it was learned that the Supreme Court
has granted the hearing. Jacka’s attorneys credit Rubin’s brief
in large part for this positive turn of events.

It is of course clear, in Louisiana, that, subject only to
the limitations imposed by law the architect can contract
with his client, the owner, to do as much or as little as they
jointly agree. To the extent that their intent is “evident and
lawful, neither equity nor usage can be resorted to, in order
to enlarge or restrain that intent ... ."” LSA CC Art. 1963.

In this case, however, the contract between the owner
and the architect does not state in express terms who is to
provide a topographical survey. It is evident from the record
that a topographical survey is required in undertakings of
this type before the architect can commence work. The type
of survey needed must not only show the exact size, shape
and location of the property (perimeter and location survey)
but must in addition show its elevation, grades and contours,
and other physical characteristics of the site.

The testimony in the record indicates that the usual
custom in connection with such contracts is for the owner to
provide the topographical survey at the owner’s expense.
There is no evidence in the record to the contrary. It is there-
fore respectfully submitted that, in the absence of an express
agreement by the architect to provide the topographical
survey, his obligations in this regard — as well as his other
obligations not expressly delineated in the contract — are to
be determined by resort to the basie principles set forth in
the Louisiana Civil Code.

“Whatever is ambiguous is determined according to the
usage of the country where the contract is made.” LSA CC
Art. 1953.

Of course “Equity, usage and law supply such incidents
only as the parties may reasonably be supposed to have been
silent upon from a knowledge that they would be supplied
from one of these sources.” LSA CC Art. 1964.

However, where the contract is ambiguous, the usual
and customary manner of fulfilling such contracts should be
taken into consideration. Terrell v. Alexandria Auto Com-
pany, 1930, 12 La. App. 625, 125 So. 7567. And “In contracts,
the clauses in common use must be supplied, though they be
not expressed.” LSA CC Art. 1954.

Under these authorities, those portions of the architect’s
employment contract which do not expressly define his duties
in unmistakable detail are to be read in the light of “equity
and usage.”

We take is that such usage would imply the application
of good standards of professional practice, not a new practice







