LOUISIANA
ARCHITECT

NOVEMBER 19486

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECTS ASSOCIATION




PUT YOUR
BUILDING
CONTENTS

SAVE YOUR CLIENT
20% ON FIRE
INSURANCE COSTS
on the building and
on its contents
by using Certified
Concrete Masonry Units.
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Charles E. Ammen—

Architect, Public Servant, Friend of the Profession

The following resolution stirred the heart of every architect at the convention who has

had the privilege to deal with Charles Ammen in his many years of service in the State
Fire Marshal's Office.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the architectural profession in the State of Louisiana has bene-
fitted significantly from the efficient, effective, and unbiased operation
of the State Fire Marshal's office, and

WHEREAS, this effective operation has resulted to a great extent from
the devoted, untiring and selfless service of Charles E. Ammen in his
capacity as Architectural Consultant to this important state agency,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Louisiana
Architects Association in convention assembled this 8th day of October,
1965, do hereby express their profound gratitude and sincere appreciation
to Charles E. Ammen for his many years of dedicated service to the archi-
tectural profession and to the State of Louisiana

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a suitably inscribed citation attesting to
this resolution be formally presented to Charles E. Ammen at the next
regular meeting of the New Orleans Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects.

POSTSCRIPT

Charles E. Ammen died on November 5. Although his health had pre-
vented him from receiving the citation, he was cognizant of the resolution
and of the profession's high esteem.—Ed.
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Consulting Artist John H. Schaeffer illustrates "ALERT", the primary article
in this issue. Get it?
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The following awards were presented at
the 1965 LAA Convention in Alexandria.
The jury which made the selections in
the Honor Awards competition included:
James Adams of Alabama, Regional Di-
rector Dan Cowling of Arkansas and
Tom Windrom of Tennessee. Chairman
of the awards program was Gene
Glankler of the Central Louisiana Chap-

ter.

St. Pius X Catholic Church—
Baton Rouge, La.

ARCHITECTS — DESMOND,
MIREMONT AND ASSOCIATES

Citation Award

The jury felt that this round building was
difficult to photograph and that the
photos did not present a true compre-
hension of the building. Their decision
was predicated on the presentation of
plans and drawings. They felt that the
structural solution was good and that
the lighting and detail were well exe-
cuted. The relationship between the
congregation and the celebrant of the
Mass was commended.

Cabrini High School—

New Orleans, La.
ARCHITECTS — SIMONII,
HECK AND ASSOCIATES

Merit Award

The jury liked the manner in which the
building was raised off the ground and
they felt that the expression of the floor
level through the use of arches was a
happy solution. They acknowledged that
the applique’ treatment of the facade
was justified by its use as a sun screen
or light control device. The modular
effect was carried out in plan effectively
in most instances. The use of controlled
detailing was well handled.

Residence for Mr. and Mrs. T. Sellers
Meric—New Orleans, La.

ARCHITECTS — CIMINI,
MERIC AND ASSOCIATES

Honor Award

The jury believed this to be an excellent
solution to the problem of a long, nar-
row lot. They noted that the living and
sleeping areas were well planned and
that a commendabe use was made of
the varying spaces within the envelope
of a cube. They felt that the house was
very liveable and that the detailing was
delicate and consistent.

The Land Title Building—
New Orleans, La.

ARCHITECTS — LOWREY,
HESS, BOUDREAUX
AND FARNET

Citation Award

The jury felt that this remodeling job
showed a good expression in the use of
the load bearing wall. The solution was
in keeping with the original nature of
the building and the exterior capably
expressed the function within. They felt
this was a good simple solution to a
tough problem.

Rapides Parish School Board Building—
Alexandria, La.

ARCHITECTS — BARRON,
HEINBERG AND BROCATO

Merit Award

The jury felt that the relationship of col-
umns and fenestrations was unique and
the plan well organized. They noted the
flexibility of the building for future ex-
pansion and they were pleased that the
building was attractive from all four
sides. Their only reservation rested in
the treatment of corners,
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ALERT

lamar |. walters

Editor's Note: While the American Institute of Architects strives to provide
the profession and communities the tools to fight the "War on Community
Ugliness,” the machinery for waging this conflict is being left up to the states

and cities.

Seminars and speeches at the 1965 LAA convention made it apparent that
part of this machinery is being set up in Louisiana by the State Chamber of
Commerce and the Louisiana Municipal Association. So impressed were at-
tending architects with this new "ALERT Program for Municipal Development"
that a resolution pledging the Louisiana Architects Association's unqualified
support was unanimously adopted at the conclusion of the seminars. Follow-

ing is a description of "ALERT."

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a distinct
pleasure to be here today—for a
multiplicity of reasons . . .

Coming back to Alexandria seems
a little like "home-coming," as | lived
here for a number of years . . .

| have heard so much favorable com-
ment on the success of your annual
conventions—and feel that | have
"almost been there' in prior years—
as Mike Tassin and | buy each other
a good bit of coffee—being located
on the same floor of the Capitol
House Hotel . . .

A communication from your Presi-
dent, David L. Perkins, A.lLA., advis-
ing that | am to receive one of your
Environmental Awards this evening
both flatters and embarrasses me—
the latter, that it is not going to
some other official of the State
Chamber. Nevertheless, you are as-
sured | shall do all possible to jus-
tify your decision.

Last—but not least—the State Cham-
ber, Louisiana Municipal Association,
and the Department of Commerce
and Industry are all highly compli-
mented by your keen interest in "Lou-
isiana's ALERT Program for Municipal
Development."

My assigned task here today is to
give you a "bird's eye" view of what

it is, how it will operate, and hoped-
for benefits that will accrue to the
citizens of Louisiana from its opera-
tion.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

While serving as Executive VYice Pres-
ident of the Chamber of Commerce
here in Alexandria, we became quite
interested in such a program in Mis-
sissippi. In fact, we secured detailed
information on its operation but con-
cluded that, despite its worthiness,
it was a little too comprehensive for
us to undertake in the Alexandria
trade area. Accordingly, we initiated
a '"Community Development Pro-
gram'' of lesser magnitude, with ham-
lets in Central Louisiana participat-
ing. We enjoyed the program and
felt that long-lasting benefits ac-
crued.

Upon moving to Baton Rouge as
Executive Vice President of the State
Chamber of Commerce, my interest
in the Mississippi program continued.
In fact, during a visit to Jackson a
few years ago, one of my prime

DELIVERED BY LAMAR L. WALTERS, EX-
ECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, LOUISIANA
STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, BE-
FORE A LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE
LOUISIANA ARCHITECTS ASSOCIATION
IN ALEXANDRIA, OCTOBER 9, 1965.
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missions was to visit the headquarters
of the Mississippi State Chamber of
Commerce to discuss the program in
detail.

When the newly organized Board of
Directors of the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Commerce and Industry per-
formed a near miracle and brought
W. T. "Bill"' Hackett over from Mis-
sissippi, my visits with Bill revealed his
keen interest in such a program for
Louisiana, whereupon the file was
"dusted off'' and renewed, serious
consideration given the idea.

Upon conferring with Sidney Gray,
former Mayor of Lake Charles and
Executive Director of the Louisiana
Municipal Association, regarding their
potential interest in such a program
for municipalities, it was most gratify-
ing to learn that he had "researched"
the matter in the same manner as |
had done and was interested in pur-
suing it. The up-shot of our combined
interest was that his president, Mayor
Rayburn Bertrand of Lafayette, and
my president, G. Allen Kimball of
Lake Charles, appointed committees
to probe the potentialities of the pro-
gram and report back to our respec-
tive Boards of Directors.

At a joint meeting of the two com-
mittees, Lyle Carroll, administrator of
the program in Mississippi, gave us
detailed information on their years of
experience. The result was that the
Boards of Directors of the State
Chamber and Municipal Association
wholeheartedly endorsed the initia-
tion of "Louisiana's ALERT Program
For Municipal Development'" and
named permanent committees from
each board to work as a team in
finalizing plans and serving as a "task
force" to get a "Louisiana Version"
of the Mississippi program underway.
The name ALERT was derived from
this phraseology:

A — Alerting

L — Louisiana's Municipalities to

E — Energetic and

R — Responsible Action For

T — Total Improvement.

WORK OF THE "TASK FORCE"
JOINT COMMITTEE

With the program planned to em-
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brace ten distinct areas of self-im-
provement by participating munici-
palities, the Committee set about
compiling a list of 63 associations,
societies, bureaus, state agencies and
civic organizations whose cooperation
would be sought in preparation of
technical standards for the various
areas of improvement. (The Louisiana
Architects Association is one of the
63.) We found that not less than
seven agencies and/or departments
of state government would be in-
volved, hence it was decided that
Governor John J. McKeithen should
be apprised of our plans.

The Governor was visited on two oc-
casions by representatives of the
State Chamber, Municipal Associa-
tion and the Department of Com-
merce and Industry, resulting in his
issuance of a formal statement in sup-
port of the program wherein he said,
in part:
"This program is of far-reaching
significance. The plan for civic
leaders and elected municipal offi-
cials to join hands in a program
aimed at grass roots improvement
of Louisiana's 269 incorporated
municipalities will make our vil-
lages, towns and cities better
places in which to live, work and
play. The State Chamber of Com-
merce and Louisiana Municipal As-
sociation are due a debt of grati-
tude from Louisiana's citizens for
developing such a program."

Simultaneous with issuance of his
statement, the Governor addressed
official letters to the seven state
agencies and/or department heads
"urging their full cooperation' in the
program.

Following the Governor's statement,
W. T. "Bill" Hackett had this to say
about the ALERT program:

"Communities can evaluate them-
selves with the ALERT program in-
formation and at a glance see ex-
actly where they stand .. . the
ALERT program is a program of
work for a Chamber of Commerce
and the best one that | have ever
seen.

. while doing industrial devel-

opment work in Mississippi, a com-
parable program there was an in-

valuable aid. In fact, industrial
prospects visiting the State looking
for plant location sites would fre-
quently say: 'Show me a town that
has achieved ALERT status in at
least five of the ten improvement
areas'—as they would know that
when a town has achieved the es-
tablished standard in 'fire protec-
tion' for instance, the new industry
would have efficient protection
from fires."
The joint committee is now in the
midst of a series of ten meetings with
as many technical committees to pre-
pare detailed "Inventory Data
Sheets" to be used by participating
municipalities in a program of self-
analysis and program building.
This paper work will continue through-
out the remainder of the year with
present plans calling for going to the
field in 1966 with a series of meetings
to be attended by municipal officials,
Chamber of Commerce board mem-
bers, representatives of interested as-
sociations, other civic groups, and the
public-at-large. Immediately following
such meetings, the 269 incorporated
municipalities will be given kits of in-
formation on the program and invited
to enroll for active participation.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN
TOWN OF "ALERT," PARISH
OF "PROGRESSIVE," ENROLLS

By formal action of both the local
Chamber of Commerce AND officials
of the municipal government, an ap-
plication for enrollment will be filed
with the Louisiana State Chamber of
Commerce. (If no local Chamber of
Commerce exists, another major, rec-
ognized civic organization will be per-
mitted to enroll—but only after joint-
approval has been gained with the
town council.)

The enrollment forms will include an
order for a 4' x ' aluminum sign car-
rying inscriptions:

" . PARTICIPATES IN
LOUISIANA'S  ALERT PRO-
GRAM FOR MUNICIPAL DE-
VELOPMENT"

(Continued on Page 13)
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abmc. left to right: Convention Co-Chairman Fred
Barksdale and Robert D. Wynne of the Central

Louisiana Chapter: Regional Director Dan Cowling of
Arkansas, Honor Awards Jury Foreman James Adams of
Birmingham, and Honor Awards Juryman Tom
Windrom of Tennessee; John Webb, 1966 LAA President-
Ilect; Frank Brocato, Secretary-Treasurer-Elect, and
George Leake, Vice President-Elect: William Wilson and
Vice President-Elect Max Heinberg, also Convention

General Chamrman.
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bL‘lt)\\'. left to right: Seymour Van Os, second from left, visits
Portland Cement representatives in the Portland booth;

1965 LAA President David L. Perkins and Richard Lehr in
Grant-Lehr Booth: Harold Lipper of Lipper-Stutsman,

Audrey Fairhurst of Alumaglass, William Weiner, Sr., FAIA,
and P. G. Annan, AIA; Will Scholar of the Shreveport Chapter
in the Concrete Masonry Booth.
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NEWS

Mr. David L. Perkins, A.l.A., President
Louisiana Architects Association

Jack Tar Capitol House

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Dear Dave:

Permit me to take his opportunity to
express to you our sincere appreci-
ation for having had the opportunity
to be with the Louisiana Architects
Association at your annual convention

in Alexandria.

We enjoyed the convention and the
association with your fellow architects

immensely.

Dave, it was extremely nice of the
Architects Association to honor me
with the Project Earth award and you
know, of course, that | feel quite
proud to have received it. | have had
the certificate framed and it is now

mounted in my office.

Thanks again and with kindest re-

gards, | am

Sincerely,

J. RAYBURN BERTRAND
Mayor, City of Lafayette

Ed.: Mayor Bertrand was both a statewide
at-large nominee as well as a Chapter nomi-
nee for the environmental award. The state
association cited him for his work in imple-
menting the ALERT program and the Chap-
ter nominated him for his local leadership

in beautification and planning.

SAN ANTONIO

Sorry | didn't get to see you before |
left Alexandria and thank you per-
sonally for the award of a page ad in
the next issue of your magazine. After
the announcement | was very busy
and when | could try to find you, you
had already left the building.

| want to congratulate whoever had
charge of the arrangements of the
exhibition. | have made several con-
ventions without a doubt this was
the nicest looking exhibition | have
ever seen.

Whenever you wish to run the ad
kindly let us know and we will send
material for it,

Sincerely your,

ORCO, INC.
Harold T. Rams

Ed.: Orco gets a full page complimentary
ad in Louisiana Architect for presenting
what the Honor Awards Jury felt was the
most attractive exhibit at the convention.

SPECIAL WINDOWS

739 S. Clark St.

SUNSCREENS AND DECORATIVE GRILLES

Custom Aluminum Fabrication . ..

ALUMINUM DOOR FRAMES

WINDOW WALL AND CURTAIN WALL

WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE . . . CALL US FOR COMPLETE DESIGN
ASSISTANCE AND PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES

ALUMA@LASS

CORPORATION

NEW ORLEANS

ALUMINUM FLUSH DOORS

504-486-658 |
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NEW ORLEANS

Thank you for your letter dated Octo-
ber 15 with reference to the 1965
LAA Convention. Mike, you did an
outstanding job for the Convention
this year, and from all of the praises
| have heard many others feel as |
do. | enjoyed being there and trying
to keep Suite 101 going.

Thank you for the list of architects
who attended the meeting. | am try-
ing to get letters off to those who
visited our booth.

The best of good luck for your 1966
Convention. When you are in New
Orleans come by and see us. Remem-
ber me to Shirley.

Most sincerely,

Audrey Fairhurst

Alumaglass Corp.

NOTES

ALAA President: Mrs. Arey O'Neal
was elected President of the Auxiliary
to the Louisiana Architects Associa-
tion at a meeting during the 1965
LAA Convention. Known to conven-
tioneers as the "Queen Mother' the
new president is the spouse of LAA
Board Member P. Murff O'Neal, who
also serves on the State Board of
Architectural Examiners.

Mrs. W. J. (Mildred) Evans of Baton
Rouge was elected secretary, and
Mrs. Samuel G. (Marion) Weiner of

Shreveport was elected treasurer.

GATLINBURG

| am passing to you my sincere appre-
ciation of the wonderful hospitality
extended to me in Alexandria last
week at the LAA Convention, with
special applause to you and the Host
Chapter for an excellent meeting in
every respect,

The seminar programs were extremely
interesting and basically applicable
to all of us . . . the schedule and pro-
grams throughout kept us moving all
the time without rushing, and the
food and entertainment was out of
this world. | drove 740 miles coming
home and only had to eat once!

The more than sixty exhibitors there
on Friday put on a real show, and
this is important to those of us who
are located in the "boon-docks" as |
am.

I'll come again next year . . . put me
on the mailing list. Meanwhile, I'll see
you in Hot Springs in April.
Sincerely,

Tom A. Windrom
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Safe and sound...
the pressure-treated
wood products of ACW

e Top-quality materials are care-
fully selected and seasoned.

e Proper penetration of chemical
preservatives is insured by ACW
pressure equipment. Every step of
manufacture is quality controlled.

e Quickest delivery from any of
ACW’s five plants. We maintain
large inventories of standard items
.or make to your specifications.
Poles, piling, crossties, crossarms,
fence posts, lumber—pressure-treated
with creosote, creosote-coal tar or
pentachlorophenol.

AMERICAN CREOSOTE WORKS, INC.

“Built on 61 Years' Experience”
PLANTS AT
SLIDELL, LA, . ., . WINNFIELD, LA. . . .
LOUISVILLE, MISS, , ., JACKSON, TENN, , . .
PENSACOLA, FLA,

WRITE, WIRE OR CALL—SALES OFFICES:
New Orleans, La. Jackson, Tenn. Pensacola, Fla.
UNiversity 1-1455 427-8561 HEmlock 8-4629

Kansas City, Kans Chicago, Ill.
COlfax 2-2455 835-0608







