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Lace curtain' concrete masonry provides decorative entrance. 

T A K E A N E W A P P R O A C H T O O U T D O O R B E A U T Y W I T H 

M O D E R N C O N C R E T E 
Today, concrete is building a repu­
tation as the basic material of a 
"million" winning ideas. 

Take grille block, for example. 
Hundreds of different patterns are 
now offered. Every day sees new 
•dses of grille block in sight screens, 
solar screens and carport walls —to 
name just a few. 

Scores of other examples of what 
concrete, plus imagination, can 
produce are seen everywhere . . . in 
reflecting pools, terraces, patios, 
and in garden walks and walls. Cast-
in-place. precast, colored, textured 
or polished, modern concrete is the 
low-cost way to create truly beauti­
ful effects outdoors. 

Concrete grille block garden tvall ivith 
nevel geometric design. 

Close-up of decorative grille block used for 
intriguing wall pattern. 

Attractive concrete block sight screen 
encloses patio for breezy seclusion. 

P O R T L A N D 

C E M E N T 

A S S O C I A T I O N 

611 Grav ie r Street, 

N e w Or leons 12, Louisiana 

A national organization to 
improve and extend the uses of concrete 
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T H E L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T . O f f i ­
c i a l J o u r n a l o f the Louis iana A r c h i ­
t ec t s A s s o c i a t i o n o f the A m e r i c a n 
I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t s , is o w n e d b y 
the Lou is ia t i a A r c h i t e c t s A s s o c i a t i o n , 
n o t f o r p r o f i t , and is p u b l i s h e d 
m o n t h l y , Sui te 200. C a p i t o l House 
H o t e l , Ba ton Rouqe , La. , t e l e p h o n e 
D l 8 - 4 3 3 1 . E d i t o r i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s are 
w e l c o m e d b u t p u b l i c a t i o n c a n n o t be 
g u a r a n t e e d . O p i n i o n s expressed by 
c o n t r i b u t o r s a re no t necessari ly those 
o f the E d i t o r or the Louis iana A r c h i ­
t ec t s A s s o c i a t i o n . E d i t o r i a l m a t e r i a l 
m a y be f r e e l y r e p r i n t e d b y o t h e r 
o f f i c i a l A I A p u b l i c a t i o n s , p r o v i d e d 
f u l l c r e d i t is g i v e n to the a u t h o r a n d 
to the L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T f o r 
p r i o r use. 

. . . A d v e r t i s e m e n t s o f p r o d u c t s , ma­
te r ia l s a n d services a d a p t a b l e f o r use 
In L ou i s i a na a r e w e l c o m e , b u t men­
t i o n o f names or use o f i l l u s t r a t ions 
o f such ma te r i a l s a n d p r o d u c t s in 
e i t h e r e d i t o r i a l o r a d v e r t i s i n g c o l ­
umns does n o t cons t i t u t e endorse­
m e n t b y t f i e Louisiana A r c h i t e c t s As ­
s o c i a t i o n . A d v e r t i s i n g m a t e r i a l must 
c o n f o r m t o s tandards o f this p u b l i c a ­
t i o n , a n d the r i g h t is reserved t o re­
j e c t such m a t e r i a l because o f ar­
r a n g e m e n t , c o p y , o r i l l u s t r a t ions . 
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A SMALL TOWN PRACTICE: 
STRICTLY PERSONAL 
T h e p n u t i c c of a i c h i t c c U i r e i n ; i n \ locat ion p i c s c i i i s a n n r i a d 

of ( l i a l k ' i i g i s , o | ) | )ortimii ic-s . t l i sappoi i i t inc i iCs , f i i i s t r a t i o n s , e la-

t ions . ;iii(l s>i a l i ru at io i is . Al i l io i i j^h I . p t i so i i i i l | \ . l iavc ne\c-i 

| )rac l i ( t ' ( l i n a large t i i \ . I w o n i d \ e n t n i e a gness t h a i there is 

a <<>nsi(ifiahle d i f l e r e n t e in the two types. O n r hig ( i i \ I n e t h r e n . 

1 w o n I d i m a g i n e . h a \ c a nn)re d e t a c h e d assoc iat ion with t i u i i 

e l i en is t h a n we do . I h e a r d of a (ase . jns l r e c c n i h , in w h i d i 

a n arch i tec t was .selected o u t of the \e l lcnv pages of i l ie phone 

f j o o k — f o r a r e s i d e n t i a l j o b , n a t i n a l h . I n n it l ed (<» a large 

b o w l i n g al ley | )roject . K v e n the mos t bla.sc'? sophist icate w i l l 

a d m i t that this is a r iskv m e t h o d of se lect ing an archi tect . I h e 

on ly t h i n g r i sk ier , in my o p i n i o n , woidcl be an architect select­

i n g c l ients f rom the ye l low pa^es. 

Closer Relationship 
H e r e at I h e grass rcK)is lc-\el we are on a m n c h closer a n d 

m o r e p e r s o n a l i c l a l i o n s h i p w i th llic- m a j o i i l y of o u r clieiHs. 

T h i s , of course , has acbantages a n d d i sacbantages . ;is do al l 

th ings . O n e g i e a l d i sadvantage . | )ar l ic tdarlN if one is a n a l i x e 

i )o in son, is i l i c d i l l i ( i i l i \ in g a i i n n ^ I h e con l idence of pcop ir 

w h o k n e w yon as a "wet nose k i d . " I bis s o m e l i m e s liike^ \<,ii>-

lo concpier . bnl I do feci that il c a n be a c c o m p l i s h e d , p a r l i c n -

\ . \ \ \ \ if I h e c o m m n n i u a n d p a r i s h leaders h a \ e ihe pract i ca l 

a n d far s ighted objective- of kec-|)ing local l a l e n i al home. I 

c a n s a \ w i t h great p r i d e a n d c o n s i d e i a b l e g r a l i l i c a l i o n di;ii 

this has been the case in th i s p a r i s h . O f course , i h e trust a n d 

con l idence on the p a i l ol l l ie local c i l i / e n r v cic-mand of Ihe 

local a i c h i l e c l iiii even ^^lejlci devot ion lo di i lv l l ia i i i i i iuhl Ix 

necessarv i n a largei « i l > . I l is c M i e m e b clif l ici i l l to sil ac ioss 

the d i n n e r tab le scjmc e v e n i n g f i o m a •persona l - f r i end c l i en i " 

whose- tool le;iked thai . i l l e rnoo i i . I l is even i n o i c d i l i i c i i l l lo 

have a bank job c o m e in out of i h e monev if tha i bank is ho ld­

i n g some of y o n r d e m a n d notes, o r I he- m<n l<;a,*;e o n vcmr house. 

I n manv cases the one vear w a r r a n l v is mcic-lv a le.<;al phrase 

t h a i c a n n o l be m e n l i o i i e d b e l w e c n h ienc l s . if frienclslii |> is lo 

p r e v a i l . I h e | ) r o b l e m is lo l ind c on I r;ic loi s whose lov.iliv lo 

v o n r f r i e n d s is as great as voni o w n . I h e i e a r e some. loo . I 

must a d m i t . 

I b i s close assoc ia l ion w i l l i c l i en i s e \ l e n d s . ;ilso. lo pnl)lic johs. 

as w e l l as p r i v a t e . O n r ollice is vis i ted fic-cpienilv b\ school 

b o a r d i n e i n l u i s . po l ice i i i i o i s . ciiv c o n n c i l i m n . a n d ollu-rs. T h e 

cc)llc-(- pot is on al l day lon^. a n d we welcome- ihese- dist i i i -

g i i i shed vis i tors w i t h c)i)en a r m s . I he lime- thai l l ie ) spend in 

ihe ollice is n s n a l l y w e l l .spent, because i l aHords ihe in a n d ns 

I I I o | ) p o i l i i n i l v lo e\pie-ss on i ideiis and ( t i (on ip la i i i l s . I l is 

mi ieh better l o r a l l p a r l i e s concerned for a school lM>ard m e m ­

ber, for ins tance , to a i l some c o m p l a i n t in the architect s ollice 

rather than at a school b o a r d inee l ing where it eonid be mis-

1 onsi I n c d . O l worse \ < i . ( oni p i c l c l \ inisnndc-i stood hv olh.- i pai 

lies. O f con i se , if the- c o m p l a i n i is of a n a t u r e that s h o u l d be 

. l ired in p n b l i e , hv a l l m e a n s , i l must be done that wav. It is 

a l i rm belief of this ollice that the e x p e n d i n n e of ])nl)lic funds 

is a saeied l i n s t , a n d that those- expend it i i i es are open lo pnb­

lie s e i n l i n ) al a l l l imes , not oidv to the press , bnl to any respon-

si l i lc c i l i / c n . 

Diplomacy and Patience 
A n a m u s i n g p a r t of a s m a l l town p iae i i ee is the pos i t ion the 

architec t has i n the eyes of some of the lesser in fo i ined citizens. 

I have h a d ca l l s s u c h as, ' c lo yon make l ) lne | ) r in l s?" — 'how 

m n c h does a toilet c o s i ? " — " c a n yon tell me if this contrae io i 

is g v p p i n g m e ? " O n e m e r c h a n t in town cal led me a n d said, 

".issinning )e)ii spe-nd a i l dav on it . how nnie h w i l l ) o n eliaige 

m e for a set o f store p l a n s ? " These transgressions against one's 

d ign i ty mus t , of course , be h a n d l e d wi th eliplomacv a n d |>a-

l ience , because s ince yon a r e the only arch i tec t i n t o w n , the 

image of the e n t i r e profess ion is the image yon create. 

Whe n one m a n does most of I I R - arcli i lec i n i e in an area , il he 

is a s ince i e p r a c t i t i o n e r of the a r t . he w i l l have moments of 

se-iioiis re l l ec t ion as l o w h e t h e r o r not h i s work c o m p a r e s fa-

voiablv w i t h that I je ing d o n e bv the rest of the profess ion. Oidv 

by extens ive r e a d i n g a n d l i a v e l l i n i ; can he determine ih i 

answer to tha t cpieslion—^if there is an a n s w e i , s ince archi lec-

l i i K d i l l e i s I r o n i o l l i e i ])rob-ssions in l h a l the ie is no single 

.scdniion to a n y p ioblc - in . I 'he longer I prac t i ce . I h e m o r e I am 

convinced tha t every b u i l d i n g ever bui l t was a c o m p r o m i s e of 

one k i n d or a n o t h e r . I n a s m a l l town there is apt to he moie 

c c i m p i o m i s i n g t h a n i n a large c i iv . hee anse of the bnnil iaritv 

between c l i en i s . O n manv occasions, it takes epiiie a bit of 

F r a n k L l o v d W r i g h t s • honest arrogance" to m a i n t a i n o n e s 

pos i t ion. 

i he advantages of a s m a l l town pract ice are m a n y a n d vaiie-d. 

I w o u l d be t a m p e r i n g w i t h the I r n i h if I d id noi a d m i t that 

j o b o p p o r l n n i l i e s a r e eas ier lo come bv a n d accjnire , pa i l i e i i -

lai lv in areas of s u d d e n r a p i d grov\th such as onrs . ' I b i s , in 

t u r n , creates a p r o b l e m in that epiali l ied d r a f t s m e n , w h o could 

be p r o c u r e d w h e n work is p l c n l i f n l and la id olf in slack |)eriocls. 

art- l ion c-\isie III . W e have h ) n m l that a smal l a n d wel l c|iiali-

lied i )ermane n l line lens is the best s o h i l i o n to tha i p io l i le in . 

W i t h the; c o o p e r a t i o n of o n r elic-nts. we have been ve iy fo i ln-

na le in be ing able to space o n r wcnk over the vears into a 

l a i i i y cons is icnt p i o n i a i i i . 

Rabbit Range 
I l ieu- a i e manv othe i expeiie-iic cs assoi iated wi th a smal l lou i i 

p i a c l i c e w h i c h b o r d e r on the- folkloie- s ide, b n l nevertheless, 

arc- Ihe veiv things that c l i s l ingn i sh il so greativ f rom big ciiv 

pract ice . I w o u l d th ink that I am one of the- lew iHl i i t ec l s in 

Ihe ( o u i U i v w h o h a d the d u h i o u s honor a n d cl is l incl icm of 

h a v i n g killc-d two rabb i t s f r o m my office clcM)r. O f coin.se, that 

was carlv in m y career , w h e n this subdiv i s ion was lirst started. 

\ \ (• have t o m e a l o n g w a y s ince then: in fact . I d o not even 

keep a loaded g u n i n I h e ollice. a n v m o r e . I b i s is n i i i le lesti 

monv to I h e f a d l h a l I fear nolhini^ f rom e i t h e r wi ld l i f e e)r 

cl ients . 

I hope von are now eonvince-d that tn i in t iv a i ( h ilee t in e- ean he 

s l i m n l a l i n g a n d c h a l l e n g i n g , so nine li so. that von wil l all 

w a i n to nn)ve to the e o i n u r v . ^'on w i l l . I a m sure , be welcomed 

with open a i m s . . . . in anv par i sh hut this one-. 



new dimensions in creating witti masonry 

Truly the designer's material, Acme Brick, in almost 
countless colors, textures and combinations, makes 
possible the creative expression of any interior mood 
or functional requirement. 

One course of Acme Brick will give two lateral walls 
that will never need f inishing or upkeep. Acme Brick 
floors can be laid in many patterns with or without 
mortar, and will retain their good looks with a 
minimum of routine care. 

ACMEBRICK 
Genuine new burned clay Acme Brick can never fade 
or wear. It cushions sound and diffuses l ight. Fire 
insurance premiums are much lower in many areas 
on fire-resistant clay masonry. Heating and air-
condit ioning costs are lower because of its excellent 
insulating qualit ies. 

Visit soon with your Acme Brick representative and 
investigate fully the unique creative opportuni t ies 
possible with interiors of Acme Brick. 

ACME BUCK COMPMIY 
3 Since 1891 • Sales offices in principal cities 
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Project Description 

A b r a n c h b a n k was d e s i r e d to j ) i o \ i d e c o m p l e t e h.ink 
iiig s e i \ i ( ( s . i n c l u d i n g d r i v e - i n fac i l i t i e s . I he cor i ie i 
b u i l d i n g site, l o c a t e d at the i n t e r s e c t i o n ot two m a j o r 
l l i o r o u g l i l a i e s is v i r t u a l l y l l a l . l as\ a( < c ss to, a n d 
egress Iro i i i the c l i i \ c ' - in w i n d o w s was a m a j o r (o i i s id 
e l a t i o n in ilie s i ie |>lan cle\ c l o p m e n t . . \c lecjuate "slack 
u|) space lor cars at the d r i v e - i n w i n d o w s a n d sulli-
( i cn i < u s i o n u i p a r k i n g spaces w e r e ic-cpiirecl. I n o i d e i 
to a \ o i d tiallic c o n g e s t i o n c a u s e d by cars w a i t i n g lor 
the in ter sec t ion u.il l ic l ight , the m a i n access d i i \ c s 
are h)catc-d as l a r .is j)ossi l) le I r o i i i the street i n i ( i s ( ( 
t ion . l , a n d s ( a | ) e d areas are p i o \ i c l e d to break u|) the 
large p a v e d areas . T h e g e n e r o u s root o v e r h a n g p r o 
\ idc s the protec t ion recju irec l at I he- cli i \ e - i i i w i n d o w s , 
as we l l as a l i m i t e d n u m b e r ol c ( ) \ e iec l p a r k i n g sj iaccs 
n e a r the m a i n e n l i a n c e . It was d e s i r e d to l u i t h e r 
accent the large c e i l i n g e x p a n s e (more- t h a n twice the 
a r e a ot the enc lo sed b u i l d i n g ) by u s i n g a c o n t i n u o u s 
s t r i p ot glass at the u]) | )er j j o r t i o n ot the e x t e r i o r 
w a l l s to p iov ic le v i s u a l c o n t i n u i t y b e t w e e n the inter 
ioi a n d e x t e r i o r c e i l i n g s . T h i s glass s t r i p a lso pro­
vides exce l l en t n a t u r a l l i g h t i n g a n d is l u l K p r o i c i u d 
Iron i cl i iect s u n l i g h t . T h e c u r v e d l o r n i ol the vault 
w h i c h is faced w i t h a r e p e t i t i v e d e s i g n ol beige, b r o w n 
a n d meta l l i c g o l d g la /ec l c e r a m i c ti le becomes the 
d o m i n a n t l e a t u r e ot the d e s i g n , ( i e r a m i c tile ( u n -
g la /ec l ) is also used to prox ide a n eas i l ) m a i n t a i n e d 
surlac e l o r the w i d e o v e r h a n g tasc i a . I he t r i p l e I ac t 
g o l d a n d w h i t e i d e n t i l i c a t i o n s i g n is s e p a r a t e d f r o m 
the b u i l d i n g p r o p e r i n o r d e r to be \ i s ible f r o m a con­
s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e o n b o t h m a j o r t h o r o u g h l a r e s : its 
\ e i t i c a l i t y presents a p l e a s i n g oj^pos i t ion to the basic­
a l ly hc^ri /ontal l ines ot the l j u i l d i n g . 

P h o t o g r a p l i s : I r a n k L o t / A f i l l e i 
N e w O r l e a n s , L a . 


