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INSTALLATION

With our exclusive “applied
track” the primary frame can
be installed as construction
progresses, with vents and fixed
lites installed at a later date.
This insures not only the pro-
tection of the finish of the
I vents, but eliminates costly job
b caused glass breakage.

Applied track is
adjustable to com- |3
pensate for “out [

of square' frame |z
installation.
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Today, concrete is building a repu-
tation as the basic material of a
“million”” winning ideas.

Take grille block, for example.
Hundreds of different patterns are
now offered. Every day sees new
ases of grille block in sight sereens,
solar screens and carport walls —to
name just a few,

Concrete grille block garden wall with
nevel geometric design,

“Lace curtain™ concrete masonry provides decorative entrance.

Scores of other examples of what
concrete, plus imagination, can
produce are seen everywhere . . . in
reflecting pools, terraces, patios,
and in garden walks and walls. Cast-
in-place, precast, colored, textured
or polished, modern concrete is the
low-cost way to create truly beauti-
ful effects outdoors.

Close-up of decorative grille block used for
intriguing wall pattern.

TAKE A NEW APPROACH TO OUTDOOR BEAUTY WITH

MODERN CONCRETE

Attractive concrete block sight screen
encloses patio for breezy seclusion.

PORTLAND
CEMENT
ASSOCIATION

611 Gravier Street,
New Orleans 12, Louisiana

A national organization to
improve and extend the uses of concrete
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THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT, Offi-
cial Journal of the Louisiana Archi-
tects Associalion of the American
Institute of Architects, is owned by
the Louisiana Architects Association,
not for profit, and is published
monthly, Suile 200, Capitel House
Hotel, Balon Rouge, La. telephone
DIl 8-4331. Editorial contributions are
welcomed but publication cannot be
guaranteed. Opinions expressed by
contributors are nat necessarily those
of the Editor or the Louisiana Archi-
tects Association. Editorial material
may be freely reprinted by other
official AIA publications, provided
full credit is given to the author and
to the LOUISIANA ARCHITECT for

prior use.

. . Advertisements of products, ma-
terials and services adaptable for use
in Louisiana are welcome, but men-
tion of names or use of illustrations
of such materials and products in
either editerial or advertising col-
umns does not constitute endorse-
ment by the Louisiana Architects As-
sociation. Advertising material must
conform to standards of this publica-
tion, and the right is reserved to re-
ject such material because of ar-
rangement, copy, or illustrations.
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by myron tassin

LIAISON (lé azon ...) n. 1. aconnecting of the parts ol
a whole, intended to bring about proper co-ordination of ac-
tivities esp., intercommunication between units . . .

I'his is Webster's definition. Where organizations are concerned, this
oft-misspelled word is likewise oft-misused. It has become convenient
terminology for unadulterated eyewash. It is used to denote activity
when there really isn't much happening. Some LLAA committees have
leaned frequently on this word since 1960.

But, at the September 6 meeting of the LAA Board of Governors, genu-
ine LIAISON was very much in evidence. Throughout the day-long
session, committee chairmen paraded before the Board to report active
LIAISON with contractors, engineers, governmental leaders and agen-
cies, architectural educators, the business community, religious leaders

. even with the high schools which are today cultivating our future
architects. Great comfort comes [rom knowing that a fair percentage
of the LIAISON is being initiated by others.

Isolation can quickly stymie an organization. LIAISON can propel its
sphere of influence in worthy directions. Who can deny that the need
for “proper coordination of activities™ increases with society’s ever ex-
panding complexity?

Cover: September, Classes, Charettes, Shapes.
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classic tapered aluminum

post 149-S, Sculptured pattern

shown. Available with a plain

surface or inlaid natural wood.

Complete catalogue of railings

and grilles avallable upon request.

Permanent display - Architects
Bullding, 101 Park Ave., New York, N.Y.

STREET, PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLYANIA




BY

LLOYD J.
GUILLORY
A.LA.

Morgan City

Louisiana

A SMALL TOWN PRACTICE:
STRICTLY PERSONAL

The practice of architecture in any location presents a myriad

of challenges, opportunities, disappointments, frustrations, ela-
tions, and gratifications. Although 1. personally, have never
practiced in a large city, I would venture a guess that there is
a considerable difference in the two types. Our big city brethren.
I would imagine, have a more detached association with thei
clients than we do. 1 heard of a case, just recently, in which
an architect was selected out of the yellow pages of the phone
book—for a residential job, naturally, but it led to a large
bowling alley project. Even the most blas¢ sophisticate will
admit that this is a risky method of selecting an architect. The
only thing riskier, in my opinion, would be an architect select-

ing clients from the yellow pages.

Closer Relationship

Here at the grass roots level we are on a much closer and
more personal relationship with the majority of our clients.
I'his, of course, has advantages and disadvantages, as do all
things. One great disadvantage, particularly if one is a native
born son, is the difficulty in gaining the confidence of people

s

who knew you as a “wet nose kid.” ‘This sometimes takes ye
to conquer, but I do feel that it can be accomplished, particu-
larly if the community and parish leaders have the practical
and far sighted objective of keeping local talent at home. |
can say with great pride and considerable gratification  that
this has been the case in this parish. Of course, the trust and
confidence on the part of the local citizenry demand of the
local architect an even greater devotion to duty than might be
necessary in a larger city. It is extremely dificult to sit across
the dinner table some evening from a “personal-friend client”
whose roof leaked that afternoon. It is even more difficult to
have a bank job come in out of the money if that bank is hold
ing some of your demand notes, or the mortgage on vour house.
In many cases the one vear warranty is merely a legal phrase
that cannot be mentioned between friends. if friendship is to
prevail. The problem is to find contractors whose loyalty to
vour friends is as great as your own. There are some, too, |
must admit.

This close association with clients extends, also, to public jobs,
as well as private. Our office is visited frequently by school
board members, police jurors, city councilmen, and others, The

coffee pot is on all day long, and we welcome  these distin-

suished visitors with open arms. The time that they spend i
the office is usually well spent, because it affords them and us
an opportunity to express oun ideas and/or complaints. Tt is
much better for all parties concerned for a school board mem-
ber, for instance, to air some complaint in the architect’s office
rather than at a school board meeting where it could be mis-
construed, or worse yet, completely misunderstood by other par-
ties. Of course, if the complaint is of a nature that should be
aired in public, by all means, it must be done that way. It is
a firm belief of this office that the expenditure of public funds
is a sacred trust, and that those expenditures are open to pub-
lic scrutiny at all times, not only to the press, but to any respon

sible citizen.

Diplomacy and Patience

An amusing part of a small town practice is the position the
architect has in the eyes of some of the lesser informed citizens.
I have had calls such as, “do you make blueprints?” — “how
much does a toilet cost?”’—"can you tell me if this contractor
is gypping me?” One merchant in town called me and said,
“assuming you spend all day on it, how much will you charge
me for a set of store plans?” These transgressions against one’s
dignity must, of course, be handled with diplomacy and pa-
tience, because since you are the only architect in town, the
image of the entire profession is the image you create.

When one man does most of the architecture in an arvea, if he
is a sincere practitioner of the art, he will have moments ol
serious reflection as to whether or not his work compares fa
vorably with that being done by the rest of the profession. Only
by extensive reading and travelling can he determine the
answer to that question—if there is an answer, since architec-
ture differs from other professions in that there is no single
solution to any problem. The longer 1 practice, the more I am
convinced that every building ever built was a compromise of
one kind or another. In a small town there is apt to be more
compromising than in a large city, because of the familiarity
between clients. On many occasions, it takes quite a bit of
Frank Lloyd Wright's “honest arrogance” to maintain one’s
position,

I'he advantages of a small town practice are many and varied.
I would be tampering with the truth if I did not admit that
job opportunities are easier to come by and acquire, particu-
larly in arcas of sudden rapid growth such as ours. This, in
turn, creates a problem in that qualified draftsmen, who could
be procured when work is plentiful and laid off in slack periods,
are non-existent. We have found that a small and well quali-
fiecd permanent nucleus is the best solution to that problem.
With the cooperation of our clients, we have been very fortu-
nate in being able to space our work over the years into a
fairly consistent program.

Rabbit Range

I'here are many other experiences associated with a small town
practice which border on the folklore side, but nevertheless,
are the very things that distinguish it so greatly from big city
practice. T would think that T am onc of the few architects in
the country who had the dubious honor and distinction of
having killed two rabbits from my office door. Of course, that
was early in my career, when this subdivision was first started.
We have come a long way since then: in fact, | do not even
keep a loaded gun in the office, anymore. This is mute testi-
mony to the fact that 1 fear nothing from either wildlife o
clients.

I hope you are now convinced that country architecture can be
stimulating and challenging. so much so. that you will all
want to move to the country. You will, T am sure, be welcomed

with open arms in any parish but this one,




new dimensions in creating with masonry
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Truly the designer's material, Acme Brick, in almost
countless colors, textures and combinations, makes
possible the creative expression of any interior mood
or functional requirement.

One course of Acme Brick will give two lateral walls
that will never need finishing or upkeep. Acme Brick
floors can be laid in many patterns with or without
mortar, and will retain their good looks with a
minimum of routine care.

pAy.

Genuine new burned clay Acme Brick can never fade
or wear. It cushions sound and diffuses light. Fire
insurance premiums are much lower in many areas
on fire-resistant clay masonry. Heating and air-
conditioning costs are lower because of its excellent
insulating qualities.

Visit soon with your Acme Brick representative and
investigate fully the unique creative opportunities
possible with interiors of Acme Brick.

ACME BRICK COMPANY

Since 1897 @ Sales offices in principal cities .



JOHNS & NEEL, Architects, Monroe, La.

I.. G. HIGH, Structural Engineer, Monroe, La.

D. I'. BURKHALTER, Electrical Engineer, Monroce, La.
BRECK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, Monroe, La.

Ouachita National Bank
Northside Office

MONROE, LA.







