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The Ambassador 300 can be fur-
nished factory glazed or field
glazed. Designed for use W|th
DSB, 3/16, 7/32,1/4,1/2 or 5/8'
insulating glass. If field glazed,
both the vents and fixed lites
are glazed from the interior,
eliminating costly staging. For,
detailed information, specifica-
tions or product presentation,
write our Sales Engineering
Division today.
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THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT, Offi
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LEAVING THE ERROR ERA?

by myron tassin

Newton N. Minow's “vast wasteland’” would be less barren were ther
more television programs like CAMERA 9, an ambitious, weekly halt-how
venture on Channel Y in Baton Rouge. The show secks to review varied
factors which have contributed to o resulted from South [ouisiana’s

unique culture.

One Sunday, less than a month ago, the subject under consideration
was ‘South Louisiana Architecture’ —a review ol circumstances and in-
fluences responsible toy the distinct native breed ol architecture which has
propogated in the Southern part of the State.

The Baton Rouge AIA Chapter was saddled with the responsibility
for planning and executing the program. Much time and effort went into
its makings. To project an image deserving of the profession became the
goal.

Compared to the usual public service servings, it was a ‘heckuva’ suc
cess—the station switchboard was swamped with calls at the conclusion ol
the program—a representative ol the State Library called at the station on
the very nert morning (o express interest in obtaining a copy of the film
for the louisiana Room—the Shreveport Chapter is working to arrange
for a showing on a local sation—Channel 9, WAFB- TV, is trying to re-
schedule another showing during the evening hours this month. A lot ol
coverage for a relatively small eftort.

The New Orleans Chapter has had good response to a weekly spot on
a regular program. The Shreveport Chapter receives excellent coverage for
its well rounded program.

No doubt about it . . . .. the Chapters are becoming !)uhli( relations
(not merely publicity) conscious. Increased activity in the vital field ol
communications could do much to dispel the flagrant misconceptions, the
notorious miscomprehensions about the profession.  Inform! Inform! In-
form! Herein is the real challenge.

What a pleasant development il architects, who yesterday completely
ignored mass media, would tomorrow cultivate a rich sod of information
in the vast wasteland ol misinformation. The talent is there!

COVER HINTS—Communications, Architects, Tobacco Store Indian.
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Camillo’s Restaurant and Office Building. Paul J. Mouton, Architect

WOOD GIVES CAMILLO'S RESTAURANT AND OFFICE \
BUILDING BEAUTY AND WARMTH . . .
. . . plus economy and efficiency of construction!

66

aminated wood members and wood decking in the new 1
This modern new building in
New Orleans illustrates through-

out how any commercial strue-

Camillo’s Restaurant and Office Building in New Orleans
formed an ideal combination for this building where a highly

efficient structure was desired together with presenting a
cordial dining atmosphere,” said Paul J. Mouton, Architect. ture you plan, with wood can
"The laminated beams and columns form a very functional create a better place for business.
rigid frame while presenting a simple, clean-cut structure Its wonderful workability — in
of warmth and beauty. beams, siding, paneling, or floor-
mg — lets you achieve greate)
"The economy of the structure is reflected in the use of ’ b
) cconomy . . . but never at the
solid wood decking which provides the finish ceiling in the ;
expense of quality.
restaurant and the walking surface for the offices above,
eliminating the need for separate flooring on the second

story and the need of hanging a ceiling below."

SEE YOUR LUMBER DEALER

VAR WOODARD-WALKER LUMBER COMPANY

LOUILS

Taylor, Louisiana




MEDICAL PLAZA

The Problem

To design a medical office building with ample park-
ing in a congested hospital area in New Orleans. The
owners and architect both desired a building in keep-
ing with the feeling of the Garden District, one of the
inc old residential areas of the city, but at the same
time required office rental area of 50,000 square feet
and parking for over 200 cars.

The Site:

A lot measuring 2507 x 302 with frontage on three
streets. While the neighborhood is essentially resi-
dential, the site is located directly across from one ol
the city's large hospitals, making the site particularly
desirable as the location of a medical office building.
A serious shortage ol off-street parking in the vicinity
was a major reason for including a commercial park-
ing garage in the project.

6

CURTIS & DAVIS and
Associated Architects
and Engineers

The Solution:

The building is located on a square ol property ol
great value. A group ol large old brick buildings on
the site was demolished to make way for the new
building. It was the desire of the owners and the
architect to design a completely modern building, but
at the same time to preserve in the design the resi-
dential character ol the Garden District. This factor
eliminated the possibility of a multistoried building.
To maintain proper scale with neighboring buildings,
the parking level is submerged hall a story, or about
five [eet, into the ground. The entire site will be ex-
cavated and used for parking for over 200 cars. The
oftice or plaza level is located above the parking level
about five feet above the ground. This onestoried
oftice level is projected about four feet from the park-
ing level below to give the appearance ol one large
singlesstoried building, thus minimizing the appear-
ance of the parking level below.

THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT




Award of Merit

GULF STATES REGION
1963 CONFERENCE

The plaza level can be reached from the sidewalk by
wide, gently sloping steps, or by a pedestrian ramp.
It can be reached from the parking level below by two
conveniently located elevators, or by stairs.

A patient visiting a doctor in the Medical Plaza is
able to park his car in the semi-basement, ride an
elevator up one story, then walk a few steps to the
doctor’s  oftice, all completely protected  from the
weather.

JULY, 1963

The entire plaza level has been designed as a series
ol oftice buildings grouped around beautifully land
scaped patios, typical of New Orleans. Each suite will
have a private entrance from one ol these luxuriantly
planted courtyards, all of which are connected to the
sidewalks, elevators and stairs by covered walks.

To make a one-storied building on a valuable piece
ol property economically feasible, it was necessary o
keep costs to a minimum, while still maintaining the
Garden District charm. To accomplish this, a struc-
tural frame of precast concrete was used for both the
parking and plaza levels in conjunction with poured-
in-place concrete floor slab and retaining walls in the
parking level. After a detailed investigation of build-
ing frame costs, this precast frame was found to be
the most advantageous.

Exterior materials were chosen to blend with the
neighboring residences. The two basic exterior wall
materials are brick (which is being re-used from the
demolished buildings on the site) and cypress shut-
ters. While these materials are in complete harmony
with other buildings in the surrounding area, they
are used in unique panels to achieve a clean contem-
porary design.

Individual doctor’s suites are custom designed by the
architect from the entrance door to the most minute
interior detail to achieve a uniformity of design
throughout the entire project.
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