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THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT, Offi-
cial Journal of the Louisiana Archi-
tects Association of the American
Institute of Architects, is owned by
the Louisiana Architects Association,
not for profit, and is published
monthly, Suite 200, Capitol House
Hotel, Baton Rouge, La., telephone
DI 8-4331. Editorial contributions are
welcomed but publication cannot be
guaranteed. Opinions expressed by
contributors are nat necessarily those
of the Editor or the Louisiana Archi-
tects Association. Editorial material
may be freely reprinted by other
official AIA publications, provided
full credit is given to the author and
to the LOUISIANA ARCHITECT for

prior use.

. . . Advertisements of products, ma-
terials and services adaptable for use
‘n Louisiana are welcome, but men-
names or use of illustration
of such materials and products i
sither editorial or advertising col
umns does not constitute endorse
ment by the Louisiana Architects A:
sociation. Advertising material must
conform to standards of this publica
tion, and the right is reserved to re
iect such material because of ar
rangement, copy, or illustrations.
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ADJUSTABLE ANCHORING SYSTEMS

SOLVES PROBLEMS OF SECURING RAILINGS TO CONCRETE BY

BECOMING AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE STAIR STRUCTURE

INSURES EXTREME RIGIDITY
REDUCES COSTLY FIELD LABOR
ELIMINATES BREAKAGE IN MASONRY
ADJUSTABLE FOR POST ALIGNMENT
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UGLINESS IS CHEAP!

A plan service acquaintance of mine remarked recently that
| the basic difference between his homes and those designed by archi-
tects is simply that his homes subdue aesthetics in the interest of
lower cost. His implication was that attractiveness is expendable.
- Isit?

His remark came vividly to mind last week on visiting friends
in a subdivision comprising homes designed either by plan serv-
ices or pre-fabricated from stock plans. LASTING beauty was in-
deed sacrificed . . . for some reason or other. The streets in this
section were laid out less than five years ago. Already the homes
are, as a New Frontiersman might say, more than losing their vigah.

It frightens one to think how this area will look in 20, 25
and 30 years when the mortgages are finally paid. How many of
these homeowners will have chosen foreclosure over the monthly
notes? Uncle Sam has already become the largest homeowner in
this country as more and more disillusioned citizens walk off to
leave you and me holding their mortgage bags.

When many of them bought their homes, they were led to
reason thusly: “I’m paying $80 a month rent and for only $10
more per month, I can move into a new home.” At first the $90
a month note is not unbearable, but in a few years that amount
builds or rents a much nicer home.

With a 30-year loan, at 6 per cent, a $15,000 home will cost
over $32,000 by the time the mortgage is paid. How much will
a $15.000 home, stripped of aesthetics today, be worth in 30
years . . . especially when all of the homes in the neighborhood
are of the same vintage?

THE LOUISIANA ARCHITEC



The following questions were posed to LAA
('/m])fer /)re.\‘irl’.eut‘\':

"WHAT IS THE BIGGEST PROBLEM
FACING YOUR CHAPTER THIS YEAR,
AND WHA'T DO YOU PROPOSE TO DO
ABOUT IT?”

Here are three answers—

John L. Webb, President, Baton Rouge
Chapter; Partner, Bodman, Murrell,
Landry & Webb
Two rather considerable problems face

the Baton Rouge Chapter in 1963. The first

is to improve the image of the Architect in
the eyes ol the local public. The second is to
develop in the membership a greater sense

of purpose, a reason for being in the A.L.A.
These two problems are mutually inter-

dependent, and the solution to one will go a

long way toward eliminating the other.

This year we will concentrate on two
projects; a television series, by architects, about
architects, for the average citizen, and a drive
to increase membership participation in civic
and govermental affairs.

Frankly, I don’t think we will solve all
our problems in 1963. But, as an old Chinese
gentleman once said, “The longest journey
begins with one step.” We will take that step.

R. E. Middleton, President, Shreveport
Chapter; Partner, Somdal, Smither-
man, Sorensen, Associates

In my opinion, the largest problem of
1963 that we face, as a Chapter, is the creep-
ing lack of enthusiasm in the A.I.A. following
a relatively lean year. This feeling is under-
standable when spirits are somewhat dampen-
ed by a diminishing number of commissions.
We plan to combat this tendency by projecting
enthusiasm  ourselves, presenting interesting
programs at our meetings, and encouraging
better attendance at meetings and conventions.
We will attempt to involve more members in
the activity of the Chapter by encouraging
Committees to be more active.

* * *

Hal N. Perkins, President, South Louisiana
Chapter; Partner, Lagroue & Perkins

The number one problem this year: To
take Louisiana's youngest chapter further along
the road to becoming an organization working
effectively to promote the profession and not
the individual architect in our chapter area.

The solution (I hope): To attempt to
secure the active participation of each member
in some phase of chapter activity and thereby
further this aim.

T

Contemporary Planters

866-8234

2125 leonidas street
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THE CARUSO RESIDENCE
BATON ROUGE, LA.

BERENSON - GLENNY ARCHITECTS

The site chosen by the owner proved interesting because
of its unusual shape and limited street frontage. ‘There is
complete privacy toward the rear of the site with little possi-
bility of future development to limit visual access. The resi-
dence was oriented to the rear for that reason and since the
site comprises over two acres it was considered a necessity to
take advantage of the orientation and privacy factors.

I'he program requirements provide for individual bed-

rooms for each of the four children which at a future time can

be simply turned into two larger spaces by removal of non-
hearing partitions. Since the children are old enough not to

require constant supervision, the master bedroom suite con-

taining a bath and study are placed away from the childrens’
area to insure quiet and privacy. The kitchen is located be-
tween a large recreation room and combination living-dining
room and related for control to the service entry and both for-
mal and informal dining areas. There is a mudroom with

direct access to the outside adjacent to the children’s wing.




The major building materials are concrete block and wood.,
T'he exterior panels are plastic impregnated plywood which
was painted, and the block is left unfinished other than an
application of waterproofing compound. Most interior surfaces
are plywood with sealer applied to increase durability and
allow for the character of the wood to become apparent.

An effort was made to design each space in the residence
to permit three dimensional identification. The ceiling heights
vary depending on the scale and use of the space. The sky-

lights located in the living-dining area, recreation room and
master bedroom are intended to allow light into the middle
of the room and provide a view of the shade trees that sur-
round the house. The trees also tend to act as a filter such
that light through the skylights never becomes overly harsh.

I'he house presents a protective barrier from the street and
logically opens through the use of sliding doors and fixed glass
to the backyard. The roof structure utilizes tension and com-
pression rings to define the form of the roofs which are
intended to act as an umbrella over the spaces since the major
structural elements are relieved from the exterior wall surfaces.
The clerestory windows which surround the major areas allow
the roof to appear to be floating above the block walls.

Builder: A. L. Drumwright
Photographer: Dave Gleason

GULF STATES REGION
1962 CONFERENCE




Iront of 719 St. Ann Street, betore

restoration

THE VIEUX CARRE COMMISSION

part Ill

Dr. and Mrs. A. A. Fat-
ter ol old French Quarter
[amily, after a rather usual
property entanglement was
unsnarled, set about restor-
ing this typical town house
(which is now converted
into cight apartments) and
slave quarter. Property rec-
ords go back to 1815 but it A
is likely the present build-
ing is of 1865 vintage, and
in any event it is of “lace-
work” character most gen-
erally associated with the
French Quarter. The job

Front, 719 St. Ann Sureet, after
restoration

10 THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT




of restoration required tearing out a con-
glomeration of trashy additions to find orig-
inal outlines as a base for starting opera-
tions, and now it is another bit of glory to
the Vieux Carré.

Lo
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Slave quarter, 719 St. Ann Street,
after restoration.

ear of old slave quarter, 719 St.
Ann, before restoration
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Serving Your Community . ..

TEXCRETE HIGH PRESSURE STEAM CURED BLOCKS @ QUALITY CONTROLLED READY-

MIXED CONCRETE @ TEXCRETE MO-SAl ® CORRUGATED METAL CULVERTS, PLAIN
AND ASPHALT COATED e HOLIDAY HILL STONE @ CONCRETE CULVERT, PLAIN |
AND REINFORCED

| CENTRAL CULVERT CORPORATION TEXCRETE COMPANY OF SHREYEPORT
| MAIN OFFICE: 600 DeSOTO ST. PHONE HI 2-7712 MAIN OFFICE: 1200 E. TEXAS ST. PHONE 4220321
! ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA
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