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a carpen er s e per ® FRANKLY, WE DON'T THINK EITHER A LITTLE GIRL OR A WINDOW FRAME

SHOULD BE ... EVEN ONE AS STRONG AS OUR TUBULAR VENTED AWNING WINDOW. BUT, SINCE WE REALLY DON'T KNOW WHAT KIND OF TREATMENT OUR SERIES

128/130 WILL RECEIVE IN THE FIELD DURING ACTUAL INSTALLATION, WE HAVE DESIGNED THEM FOR YEARS OF USE AND TO WITHSTAND ALMOST ANY ABUSE.

IT'S NOT A MIAMI WINDOW UNLESS IT'S MADE BY
MIAMI WINDOW CORPORATION

P.0. BOX 48-877, INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT BRANCH, MIAMI, FLORIDA

MIAM] WINDOW




STEPS OF EXPOSED AGGREGATE CONCRETE

MODERN
CONCRETE

offers so many opportunities
for imaginative
landscaping

THIN SLAB STEPS OF PRECAST

ENTRANCE WALL OF CONCRETE MASONRY

From a simple patio on a small lot . . . to large
campus-style site planning . .. modern concrete offers
today’s landscape architect new opportunities.

Reflecting pools, sight screens of concrete grille

block, pebble-surfaced terraces . . . design ideas are
unlimited with concrete. That’s because it is so
versatile . . . whether cast-in-place or preassembled,
colored, textured or polished.

Why not bring yowr best plans to life with
modern concrete?

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION

611 Gravier Street, New Orleans 12, Lovisiana

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete

CONCRETE,

COLORFUL CONCRETE DRIVEWAY WITH EXPOSED AGGREGATE
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THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT, Offi-
cial Journal of the Louisiana Archi-
tects Association of the American
Institute of Architects, is owned by
the Louisiana Architects Association,
not for profit, and is published = =
monthly, Suite 200, Capitol House
Hotel, Baton Rouge, La., telephone
DI 8-4331. Editorial contributions are
welcomed but publication cannot be
guaranteed. Opinions expressed by
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to the LOUISIANA ARCHITECT for
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PRICE ALONE DOES NOT DETERMINE
THE VALUE OF A PRODUCT fmn/? [OL’Z miller a.p.a
, B3 L] )

Our jobs are based upon furnishing materials of the finest yual-
ity, fabricated to exacting tolerances by workmen experienced in
quality construction.

A good tati n’'t be purchased; it T t be e: i We
of L\l(l:mlal:l”:q; I;J\';llbz:thlsh 'l:h}l‘t ‘sL \ich) 1[1!1:::;.‘,’1101‘1‘[ (1::;‘2u~.111en ARCHH—ECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY
life we have constantly endeavored to make each year always

better in terms of customer service and product selection. Our
field installation and maintenance service matches our product

quality. Member of Architectural Photograpners Association
“Specify the Best — Insist on it — Don’t Setile for Less™
ZA\“/L IMAGSIL, /A\gﬁ@ |115 Washington Ave. - - TW 5.3680
“BUILDING PRODUCTS INC.S NEW ORLEANS, LA.
739 S. CLARK ST. NEW ORLEANS 19
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Conquer them with the greatest of ease. Acme Brick's
endless variety of fine, fired clay products gives you such
selectivity you can literally work imaginative miracles.
Colors, shapes, textures. You name it. Acme's got it.
1,001 choices to implement your most exciting concepts.
Acme Brick is the industry leader. When your plans call
for brick, call for Acme Brick!

When the question's quality, the answer’s Acme.

ACME
BRICK

Sales offices and plants
throughout Louisiana.




WHO DID IT?

OLD JEFFERSON STATE

Photos by ELEMORE MORGAN

No one seems to know who served as architect for famed Old Jefferson State College (now
known as Manresa Retreat House), and it is hoped that this article may be read by someone who
can shed light on the mystery.

When photographer Elemore Morgan, ante bellum enthusiast, stumbled on a perspective of
the Convent, Louisiana facility, his immediate reaction was:—"Certainly there must have been
an architect for this project.” But for years now, Mr. Morgan has not been able to learn the name
of the architect and he is beginning to wonder if there was one. Some think it may have been de-
signed and built by a “masterbuilder-contractor-engineer.”

Inquiries have been made throughout the state by LAA headquarters. Architects known for
their knowledge of preservation and restoration were contacted but none could offer assistance.
A New Orleans architect found the advertisement for plaster for the original building in a Don-
aldsonville paper.

PHOTO AT LEFT: HERE'S
A COPY OF SOMEONE'S MAS-
TER PLAN OF “COLLEGE
POINT,” AN ESTABLISH-
MENT OF FIRST RANK AND
DESCRIBED APTLY AS
“PRINCELY" IN ITS DIMEN-
SIONS, ITS COLLONADE, I'TS
I'HREE STORIES AND ITS
HALLS AND DORMITORIES.
EXCEPT FOR THE ABSENCE
OF DORMERS, THE MAIN
BUILDING LOOKS ALMOSTI
EXACTLY AS IT IS SHOWN
IN THE OVERALL PLAN.
THE EXQUISITE GOTHIC
CHAPEL, IN THE VICINITY
OF THE DORMITORIES,
WAS BUILT BY VALCOUR
AIME AS A MEMORIAL TO
ONE OF HIS DAUGHTERS.
AT THE LEFT OF THE CAM-
PUS 1S THE OLD RECTORY
GENERALLY KNOWN AS

JEFFERSON COLLEGE. THE “PRIEST HOUSE, AN-
. OTHER ARCHITECTURAL
GEM.
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COLLEGE

While research at LSU also proved fruitless, it showed that architectural and engineering
courses were taught at the institution while it en joyed a national reputation of excellence before
the Civil War,

Records of the curricula imply that design theory taught in the classroom was supported
with actual construction experience on the premises.

Incorporated in 1831, the non-sectarian college was named in honor of Thomas Jefferson.
During the Civil War, it was overrun and used as a military post by federal troops. In 1865, the
Maraist Brothers took over the college when a rich planter, Valcour Aime, gave his controlling
shares to the religious order.

In 1931 the college was sold to the Jesuits who operate it to this day as Manresa Retreat House.

The architecture continues to attract tourists in droves. Who designed this lasting beauty?
Do you know? If so, you can count on space in the next issue of Louisiana Architect to tell your
story.

TOP PHOTO: THERE IS NO FACADE THAT PRESENTS
A MORE DAZZLING EFFECT THAN SUN SHINING ON
THE COLUMNS OF THE MAIN BUILDING. ON BOTH
SIDES OF THE GREAT IRON ENTRANCE ARE SMALI
SQUARE BUILDINGS, ALSO ADORNED WITH COLUMNS.
'HE SMALL BUILDINGS WERE PRESUMABLY USED AS
LODGES.

AT RIGHT: THE OLD COOK'S HOUSE, WHICH CAN BE
SEEN BEHIND THE RECTORY IN THE MASTER PLAN,
SHOWS SIGNS OF CHANGE (NOTE THE BASKETBALL
GOAL AND BACKSTOP). NONETHELESS. I'T IS QUITE
SIMILAR TO THE ONE IN THE ORIGINAL CONCEPTION
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ADJUSTABLE ANCHORING SYSTEM

‘ SOLVES PROBLEMS OF SECURING RAILINGS TO CONCRETEB
BECOMING AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE STAIR STRUCTUR

INSURES EXTREME RIGIDITY
REDUCES COSTLY FIELD LABOR
ELIMINATES BREAKAGE IN MASONRY
i ' ADJUSTABLE FOR POST ALIGNMENT

U Dlumarsfl= o7 pixraauns:

GENERAL CATALOG COMPLETE BLUMCRAFT LINE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
COPYRIGHT 1962 BY BLUMCRAFT OF PITTSBURGH * 460 MELWOOD STREET, PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA



ACCEPTANCE OF WORK

AS "SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE"

By ALVIN RUBIN
LAA Legal Counsel

I'he contractor has completed the building except for a few minor
items shown on a punch list. The owner wants to occupy the building. The
contractor does not want to permit occupancy without an acceptance. Some
architects have adopted the policy of recommending that the owner
sign an acceptance of the work as “substantially complete.”  What is
the effect of such an acceptance in Louisiana?

The Louisiana statutes do not expressly set forth the condi-
tions ol the owner’s acceptance of work done under a building con-
tract. With regards to private works. Louisiana R.S. 9:4802 provides
that:

“Every person having a claim . . . shall serve upon the
owner a sworn detailed statement of his claim . . . and shall
record a sworn statement showing the total amount of his claim in
the office of the clerk of court and recorder ol mortgages for the
parish in which the said work has been done, which service and
recordation shall be made not later than thirty days after registry in
the office of the clerk of court or recorder of mortgages of said parish
of notice of acceptance by the owner of the said work, or notice by the
owner of the delault of the said undertaker, contractor . . . or other
person undertaking such work.”

The statute then refers to “registry ol acceptance by the said owner.”
It does not define what is meant by the term “acceptance™ nor does it state
specifically whether the acceptance may be recorded only after the work is
entirely completed or whether it may be recorded when the work is “‘sub-
stantially complete.”
Similarly, the statute dealing with public contracts, Louisiana R.S. 33:-
2242, provides:
“Any person to whom money is due . . . may . . . within forty-
five days alter the recordation of acceptance of the work by the govern-
ing authority or of notice of default of the contractor or subcontractor,

file a sworn statement of the amount due him . . . and record it in the
office of the recorder ol mortgages.

Here again there is no clarification or definition of the meaning of the
word “acceptance.” However, in attempting to determine whether the statutory
acceptance may be filed when the work is “substantially complete” or whether
it must be delayed until the job can be accepted as complete, it is necessary Lo
look to the purpose of these statutes. This purpose is twolold: to protect the
owner by providing a limited period within which persons who have liens on
the job may file their claims while, at the same time, protecting those persons
who are entitled to liens by giving them a reasonable period of time within
which to file their claims. If work remains to be done after the acceptance Is ~——
filed, then these purposes may be frustrated. Thus, for example, a labore:
might be employed on a job more than thirty days after the acceptance had
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