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a carpenter's helper? FRANKLY. WE DON'T T H I N K E I T H E R A L I T T L E GIRL OR A WINDOW FRAME 

S H O U L D B E . . . EVEN ONE A S S T R O N G A S OUR T U B U L A R V E N T E D AWNING WINDOW. BUT, S I N C E WE R E A L L Y DON'T KNOW WHAT KIND OF T R E A T M E N T OUR S E R I E S 

128 130 W I L L R E C E I V E IN T H E F I E L D DURING A C T U A L I N S T A L L A T I O N . WE HAVE D E S I G N E D THEM FOR Y E A R S OF U S E AND TO WITHSTAND A L M O S T ANY A B U S E . 
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M I A M I W I N D O W C O R P O R A T I O N 
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STEPS OF EXPOSED A G G R E G A T E CONCRETE 
THIN SlAB STEPS O F PRECAST C O N C R E T E 

ENTRANCE W A U OF C O N C R E T E MASONRY 

MODERN 
C O N C R E T E 

o f f e r s s o m a n y o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r i m a g i n a t i v e 

l a n d s c a p i n g 

From a simple patio on a small l o t . . . to large 
campus-style site planning . . . modern concrete offers 
today's landscape architect new opportunities. 
Reflecting pools, sight screens of concrete grille 
block, pebble-surfaced terraces . . . design ideas are 
unlimited with concrete. That's because i.*: is so 
versatile . . . whether cast-in-place or prea^mbled, 
colored, textured or polished. 

Why not bring your best plans to life with 
modern concrete? 

O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
611 G r a v i e r S t r e e t , N e w O r l e a n s 12, L o u i s i a n a 

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete 

C O l O R F U l C O N C R E T E DRIVEWAY WITH E X P O S E D A G G R E G A T E 

M O D E R N 
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T H E L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T . Off i ­
c i a l J o u r n a l of the Louisiana A r c h i ­
t e c t s Assoc ia t ion of the A m e r i c a n 
Inst i tute of Arch i tec ts , is owned by 
the Louis iana Arch i tec ts Assoc ia t ion , 
n o t for profit, and is publ ished 
month ly . Suite 200, C a p i t o l House 
H o t e l . Baton Rouge . L a . , te lephone 
Dl 8 -4331 . Editorial contributions are 
w e l c o m e d but publ icat ion cannot be 
g u a r a n t e e d . Op in ions expressed by 
cont r ibu tors are not necessari ly those 
of the Editor or the Louisiana A r c h i ­
t e c t s A s s o c i a t i o n . Editorial mater ia l 
m a y be freely repr inted by other 
o f f i c ia l A I A publ icat ions, provided 
full c r e d i t is given to the author and 
to the L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T for 
pr ior use. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Old Jefferson State College 6 

Acceptance of Work 9 

News, Notes, Quotes 

September 14 Board Meeting II 

L A A Convention Plans 12 

Miscellaneous 14 

C O V E R : The lead article this month features Old Jefferson State Col­
lege at Convent, Louisiana. John Schaeffer accentuates 
columns which are so dominant in this ante bellum treasure. 

PRICE ALONE DOES NOT DETERMINE 
THE VALUE OF A PRODUCT 

Our jobs are l)Ji.secl upon furnishing materials of the finest qual­
ity. fabrlcate<l to exacting tolerances by workmen experienced in 
«iuality construction. 

A good reputation can't be purchased; it must be earned. We 
of Alumaglaas realize this. That 's wliy throughout our busuiess 
life we have constantly endeavored to make each year always 
better in terms of customer service and product selection. Our 
field installation and maintenance service matches our product 
quality. 

"Sf)r( i f \ the lit-st - Insist on it — Don't Settle l<n I ( ss" 

M^BUllU\Mi PRODUCTS 1!" 

739 S. C L A R K ST. N E W O R L E A N S 19 

f r a n k l o t z m i l l e r , a . p . a . 

ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Member of Architectural Photoqrapners Association 

I I 15 Washington Ave. - - T W 5-3680 

N E W O R L E A N S . L A . 

T H E L O U I S I A N A A R C H I T E C T 



uer t h e m with the greatest of 
e n d l e s s var iety of f ine, f ired c lay products g i v e s y o u s u c h 
selectivity you c a n literally work imaginative m i r a c l e s . 
Colors , s h a p e s , tex tures . Y o u n a m e it. A c m e ' s got it. 
1,001 c h o i c e s to implement your m o s t excit ing c o n c e p t s . 
A c m e Br ick is the industry leader. W h e n your p lans ca l l 
for brick, call for A c m e Br ick! 

When the question's quality, the answer's Acme. 

Sa les off ices and plants 
t h r o u g h o u t L o u i s i a n a . 



W H O DID IT? 

OLD J E F F E R S O N STATE 
Photos by E L E M O R E M O R G A N 

No one seems to know who served as architect for famed Old Jefferson State College (now 
known as Manresa Retreat Hotise) , and it is hoped that this article may be read by someone who 
can shed light on the mystery. 

When photographer Elemore iMorgan, ante belltun enthusiast, stumbled on a perspective of 
the Convent, Louisiana facility, his immediate reaction was:—"Certainly there must have been 
an architect for this project." Btit for years now, Mr. Morgan has not been able to learn the name 
of the architect and he is beginning to wonder if there was one. Some think it may have been de­
signed and buil t by a "masterbuilder-contractor-engineer." 

Inqtiiries have been made throughout the state by L A A headquarters. Architects known for 
their knowledge of preservation and restoration were contacted but none coidd offer assistance. 
A New Orleans architect found the advertisement for plaster for the original building in a Don-
aklsonville paper. 

I V. VV i : If S n . \ ( O L M ' J i I 
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C O L L E G E 

While research at LSU also proved truilless, it showed thai architectural and engineering 
(oiirses were tatight at the instittition while ii enjoyed a national reputation of excellence before 
the Civil War. 

Records of the curricida imply that design theory laught in (he classroom was supported 
with actual construction experience on the premises. 

Incorporated in 1831, the non-sectarian college was named in honor of Thomas Jefferson. 
During the Civil War, it was overrun and used as a military post by federal troops. I n 1865, the 
MaraisL Brothers took over the college when a rich ])lan(ei. Valcoiu" Aime. ga\e his controlling 
shares to the religious order. 

I n 1931 the college was sold to the Jestiits who o jX ' r a t e it to this day as Manresa Retreat House. 
The architecttne continues to attract tourists in dro\es. Who designed this lasting beauty? 

Do you know? If so, you can count on spate in i he next issue of Louisiana Architect to tell yotu' 
story. 

lOl' I'lio ro: r H E R K IS N O 1 \ ( A D K I U A I P R K S i A I s 
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S O r . \ R I . l U I I . D I N C . S . A L S O A D O R N I I) W i l l i ( O l I M N s 

I H E S \ I \ l I l ' . r i l | ) | \ ( . s W I R E I ' R I S I M A I U A I S K I ) \ s 

L O U G E S . 

AT RICH I : F H E O E I ) C O O K S H O I S E . W H K H ( A N H I . 

SI I N I' . l H I N D T H E R E C : F 0 R V I N I H K \1 \ s I I R I ' l W 

S H O W S S I G N S O F G H A N G E ( N O T E T H E B A S K E T B A L I . 

( . O A I \ \ n H A ( K S | ( ) | » ) . N O N E ' F H E L E S S . I I IS ( H i l l 

S I M I L A R K ) I I H O N I I N M U O R K H N M ( ( ) \ ( I I ' T I O N . 
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CJUL 
ADJUSTABLE ANCHORIHG SYSTEM! 

S O L V E S P R O B L E M S O F S E C U R I N G R A I L I N G S T O C O N C R E T E BI 
B E C O M I N G A N I N T E G R A L P A R T O F T H E S T A I R S T R U C T U R | 

— I N S U R E S E X T R E M E R I G I D I T Y 

— R E D U C E S C O S T L Y F I E L D L A B O R 

— E L I M I N A T E S B R E A K A G E IN M A S O N R Y 

— A D J U S T A B L E FOR P O S T A L I G N M E N T 



A C C E P T A N C E OF W O R K 
AS "SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE" 

By ALVIN RUBIN 
LAA Legal Counsel 

The ( o i u i a d o i has c o i n p l e l c d ihc b u i l d i n g except l o i a icvv n i i n o i 
I K Ills s l iowii on ;i i n n u l i l is t . Tl ic owner ua i i l s lo ( X d i p y the b u i l d i n g . The 
( o n l i a d o i does nol w aul to p e i m i l (xx upiUK V w i l h o u l an a( ((•|)tan( e. SO U K ' 
architects have adop ted the j j o l i c y ol r econnnen i l ing that the o w n e r 
sign an ;i( < ( j j i a i K f ol ihe w o r k as ••sul)s lanl i ; i l l \ ( o n i p l c i c . " W h a l is 
i l i c ( ' lk ( I ol MK li an a(( e|Man(e i n Louisiana? 

I hc Louis iana sialutes do not expressly set lo t t h the cond i ­
tions ol the ownei ' s a ( ( e p t a i u e o l w o r k done under a b u i l d i n g ( o n 
t i a c l . W i t h regards to p r iva te works . Louis iana U.S. I ) : IHOl:? p iov ides 
that : 

• L \ ( ' i \ j>cison ha\ i n g a ( l a in i . . . shall sei \c u p o n the 
ownci a s^voii) de ta i l ed s t a t euun t ol his d a i m . . . a n d shal l 
record a sworn statement showing the to ta l a m o u n t ol his d a i m i n 
the of l i (e o l the ( I c i k o l cour t and I C I O K I I I ol mortgages l o r the 
par ish i n w h i c h the said work has been done, w h i c h service a n d 
recorda t ion shal l be made not latei than t h i r t y ilays a l ter i cg i s t ry i n 
the OI IKC ol the ( lei k ol ( o i u t or i i c o i t l e r ol m o i lgages ol said j j a i ish 
of not ice ol acceptance l ) \ t i n owner o l the said w o i k . or not ice by the 
o\ \nei o f the d e l a i d t ol the said u n d e i i a k e i . con l rac to i . . . or o the r 
j jerson unde i l a k i n g siu h ^\'ork.•• 

T h e statute then refers to "regis t ry of acceptance by the said owner . " 
l l does not define wha t is meant by the tei n i "ac c e|)tance'" nor does i t state 
specifically w l u i h e i the acceptance mav be recoided on ly a f t e r the work is 
en t i re ly comple ted oi \vhether i t may be recorded when the \ \ o i k is "sub-
s i a m i a l l y comj j l e t e . " 

S i m i l a r l y , the statute d e a l i n g w i t h publ ic comracts . Lou i s i ana R.S. -LS:-
2242. | j i ()vi(les: 

" A n y j j c r son to w h o m money is due . . . may . . . w i t h i n i o r t y -
five days al ter the r e c o r d a t i o n of acceptance- of the w o r k by the govern­
i n g a u t h o r i t y oi of notice- of delaul t ol i l u ( o n t t a c t o i oi subcont i ac I o i , 
Ide a swoi i i s tatciuctU o f the amoun t clue- h i m . . . and i c c o r d it in t l u 
ollice of the i t c o i d e i o f moitgages. . . 

He re again there is no c l a r i h c a t i o n or d e f i n i t i o n of the m e a n i n g o f the 
woi cl "'ac (c'|)taii( c-. ' L l o w e \ e i , i n a t t e m j j i i n g to (Iciei nune w lu i l u r the s t a tu to i y 
acceptance may be f i l e d w h e n the w o r k is "substant ia l ly c o m p l e t e " o r w h e t h e r 
it nuisl be i l e l a \ cd u i u i l the job can be a e d p t c d as complete , it is necessary to 
look lo the |MUpose ol these statutes. This puipose is t w o f o l d : to pro tec t the 
owne r by p r o v i d i n g a l i m i t e d p e r i o d w i t h i n Avhich persons w h o have l iens o n 
the job ma\ file- t he i r < laiurs w h i l e , at the same lime-. | ) iot(c i i n g those p i i s o n s 
who aie en t i t l ed to liens b\ g i \ i n g them a icasoiiable pei iod o f t i m e w i t h i n 
w h i c h to f i le the i r c la ims. I f w o r k remains to be done af te r the acceptance is 
f i l ed , i he i i liiese |)Ujposes may be I rus t i a t ed . i hus. lot c v a m j d e , a labore i 
migh t be en i j j loved on a j o b m o i c than t h i t t \ da\s a f i e i i l i e aeecp iaud had 

S E P T E M B E R , 1962 



b c L i i ic torcU'd i n o rde r lo ( o i i i p k U ' some m i n o r work . 
It I K - is no i j j a i t l , docs lie si i l l h.wv a t l a i m ? H l l u 
. s la ln lc is ( o n s t i i i c d lo g ixc in"m a ( l a i m . l l u - ownc i 
( a n d ihc l)ondint> ( o m p a n y ) are nol piolec led. I I . 

o n (he o i l i c i hand , i l i c l ahoK i s < l a i m is nol rcc o^ 
n i / c d . i l u i i he is nol | )H) l r ( l ed . 

I'"or l l u sc i iasons . ihe a( (e | ) lan<i- shon id nol hi 
f i l e d n n t i l die j o h is ( o m j j l e i e . A ( o n d i t i o n a l acrejM 
anee (oi" an acceplancc ol Avoi k as ' s i ibs lanl ia l ly ( o m 
p l e t e " ) does no l c o m p l y w i l h the s i a l n l o r ) recjuirc-
inen l s . 

I n this ( o n n e ( l i o n , i i is desirable l ha i .XrticTe T) 
o t the S l a n d a i d I-Orm ol .Agreemeni belween I he Con 
M ac l o r and O w n e r be revi.sed w h e n nsed in Lf)n is iana . 
This a r l i ( le jjioN ides h)i f i n a l p a \ m e n l w i l h i n a staled 

p e r i o d ' a l t e r snbs i an i i a l ( o m p l e l i o n ol the work, '" 
a l t h o u g h i t also re(]nires t ha i the w o r k be I n l l y ( o m 
p l e t e d by the t ime ol ac tua l p a ^ n i c n i ; i n a d d i t i o n . 
A r t i c l e 5 contempla tes tha t the acce|)lance w i l l be 

s i g n e d by the archi tect a l t h o u g h the Lou i s i ana statu­
t o r y p ro \ i s i ons c i ted above a j ) p a r e n t l y con templa te 
acceptance by the owne r . This c o n f l i c l musi i)c re­
s o l v e d by f o l l o w i n g the Lou i s i ana s l a t u l o r \ a u l h o i i l x 

U n d o u b t e d l y , i l is o f t e n m o r e conven ien i lo r the 
< o i u r a c t o r a n d the o w n e r to have an ac(e|)tanc( upon 
subs t an t i a l c o m | ) l e t i o n of the w o r k , b u i this docs not 
c o m p l y w i t h the a p j i a r e n t rec |u i rements of the statute. 
R e c p n r i n g c o m p l e t i o n of ihc jol) p r i o r lo occupaiux 

by the- o w i K i s t i l l p c m i i i s a l l i i r ty -day "shakedown 
(rui.se"; i l o n l y means i h a l ihe cruise nursi begin 
when ihc shi | ) is ( o i n j ) l e l c . 

,\ sepal ale (p ies i ion is raised by oc c upanc y pr ior 
lo ( o m | ) l c l i o n ol ihe b u i l d i n g . ( ) ( ( i i | ) a n c y of ilscH 
ma) nol c o n s i i i u i c an a i i e p i a i K c , p a i l i c u h n l y i l ilic 
owner makes i l cleai l h a l he is nol l l i e i eby accepting 
ihe w o r k and if c ire ums ia iucs make i l necessary for 
ihe owner lo occupN ihe b u i l d i n g before ( o m j ) l e t i o n . 
•See Brrson v. Odcn, So.2d 221 ( L a . A p p . 1952): 
C.utllot V. Mixnc, :n So.2d (2d C i i r cu i l 1961). 

O b x i o u s I ) , ihe re lo re , ihe conlrac ior may not wish 
lo | ) e r in i i the owne r lo oc (upv ihe b u i l d i n g j j i i o r lo 
( o m p l e l i o n . I he s o l u t i o n to the p r o b l e m may lie in 
p r epa r ing a | ) a r t i a l acce|)lance sullicient to protect the 
( o i u i a d o i a n d o w n e r w h i c h is nol yei a (om| ) le te oi 
f o r m a l acceplance x v i l h i n the mean ing of ihe statutes 
r e l a l i n g lo j ) u b l i c and p r iva te works. I he owner nia\ 
execine a |)roN is io i ia l ac ceptance w i t h the conlrac ior 
p r i o r to final c o m p l e t i o n . Lhis m i g h t recite that the 
w o r k is subs tan t i a l ly com|) le ie and that the j o b is 
a icep ied . except l o r the h ) l l o w i n g itenrs. and i t might 
then list the w o r k w h i c h lemains l o be done. T h i s 
( o u l d be accompan ied by h o l d i n g back some amount 
in excess of the final 10";, u n t i l the l isted w o r k is 
complete . . \ l i d l acceptance w o u l d be executed and 
recorded u p o n final c o m p l e t i o n . T h i s u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
acceptance w o u l d commence ihc r u n n i n g of the lien 
pe r iod . 
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WOOD PRESERVING CO.. INC. 
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J A C K S O N . M I S S . 
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JNO. W O R N E R & SON, Inc. 

Builders' Hardware 

401-405 D E C A T U R ST. N E W O R L E A N S 16. LA. 

P H O N E 529-2592 

ARCHITECTURAL DELINEATION 
I N A N Y T E C H N I Q U E 

from the c o m b i n e d faci l i t ies of 

F E T T Y / H U N D E M E R 
A N D 

J O H N H . S C H A E F F E R 
A S S O C I A T E S 

Union Federa l BIdg. • Dl 2-2681 • Baton Rouge, L a . 

DELTA TESTING A N D INSPECTION, INC 
A N N O U N C E S T H E O P E N I N G O F I T S O F F I C E S 

A N D L A B O R A T O R I E S 

F O R G E N E R A L C O M M E R C I A L T E S T I N G 

A N D I N S P E C T I O N S E R V I C E S 

M A L C O L M A. M E Y N P. L. M c G O W A N 
P R E S I D E N T V I C E P R E S I D E N T 

G E O R G E A M A N S O U R , JR . 
S E C R E T A R Y - T R E A S U R E R 
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I N T H E I N D U S T R Y 

N E W O R L E A N S 
1 5 0 0 C A R O N D E L E T S T R E E T 

P H O N E 5 2 3 - 7 4 1 2 

B A T O N R O U G E 
1 8 5 5 W E S T M A S O N S T R E E T 

P H O N E 3 5 6 - 4 3 5 6 
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