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Today’s most
distinctive fireplaces
feature

MNMODERN
CONCRETE
MASONRY

How would you have your fireplace—dramatically spectacular or quietly conservative?
Whatever mood most appeals to you, look to modern concrete masonry to create the
perfect fireplace for your home. Patterns, textures and colors are almost as limitless as
the variety of new concrete masonry shapes and sizes. Let your imagination be your
guide. Design your own fireplace with the help of modern concrete masonry.

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
611 Gravier St., New Orleans 12, La.

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete
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A PROBLEM AND ITS SOLUTION

I'he Louisiana State Board of Architectural Examiners, oper-
ating under the Department of Occupational Standards, is com
posed of five members, appointed by the Governor, cach ol
whom serves a period of vears as appointed, o1 until replaced.
It micht be of interest to note that every member of the Board
has served under more than one Governor, and some under
three Governors. It is therefore quite evident that this Board
is entirely non-political.

How the Board Operates

I'he operations of the Board are simple in the extreme. The
various examinations are given by the different members, and
certain technical ones are prepared by qualified instructors
from Tulane University and Louisiana State University. Two
examinations per year are given, one in January and one in
June, at the termination of the university year. The young
graduates, cach with his degree, are now veady to take the
Board examination. Further in this article we will see how
ready they really are.

The Bouard corrects the examination papers and acts as a
jury on the judging of designs. All candidates are given an iden-
tifying number when they appear for their examination. They
use this identifying number throughout the entire exam-
ination, thereby retaining thein anonymity until after papers are
corrected and designs judged. Not until after all grades have
been decided on, do anv of the members know what number
belongs to which name and vice versa.

NCARB Membership

I'he Board is a member of the National Council of Architec
tural Registration Boards (NCARB), an organization designed to
maintain high professional standards among the practitioners

in general. In order to accomplish this, certain requirements
for the various examinations are set up, and are maintained by
the member Boards. Ultimately, it is the hope of the NCARDB
that state legislation can be so unified that all states will be able
1o exercise reciprocity of licensing, one toward the other. This
would be an ideal situation for architects living near the border
of our state, and who have the opportunity ol practicing in, sav,
Fexas, Arkansas, and Mississippi.

The Failure ol the System

As we all know, a young man graduating in a professional
course from a good university, has a “degree,” but little else.
We are all familiar with the medical doctor who graduates from
a university not with one degree, but with two. At the leading
medical schools, he must have a B.S. before he receives his
medical degree. Even then he is not quite ready to practice
medicine, as he should spend some time at an internship at
an accredited hospital. Now, il he feels himsell qualified, he
may practice medicine.

I'he study of the practice of architecture is a complex
one. The science of building is very complicated, with new ma
terials and new techniques appearing regularly, apparently with
out cessation. We, on the Board, have had numerous confer
ences with the heads of the architectural departments ol both

l'ulane and LSU, and have discussed the curricula of these two
schools with reference to the inclusion of subjects which can-
didates for licenses must pass. Even though the typical archi
tectural course is a s-vear course (some of the universities have
extended theirs to 6 vears), there is too much for a Plll('llli‘ll ar-
chitect to learn at the university, just as there is for the poten-
tial doctor. The voung doctor knows this, but, unfortunately,
the young architect, in oo many cases, doesn’t. He should real-
ize that he requires a period of time during which he should
be working in the office of a practicing architect, absorbing
knowledge of the science of building, of safety laws, of public
health, of fire-prevention, and the numerous items of “Know-
how' which he cannot learn at school, and can only be absorbed
working under the guidance of an older and more experienced
architect.

The Remedy

Cognizant of the fact that the universities are not in position
to crowd the necessary training in a 5 year or 6 year course, the
licensing boards of practically all of the states in the union re-
fuse to examine a candidate for a license to practice architecture
until he has completed his “internship” (which it is) under a
practicing registered architect for a period of two or three years.
I'his requirement holds in the three states which border Lou-
isiana. Thus, if the most brilliant student graduated from Tu-
lane or L.SU applied for the examination and received his li-
cense from our Board, he would be unable to do work in either
of Louisiana’s three neighboring states until he has completed
the waiting-period required by either Texas, Arkansas, or Mis-
sissippi. ‘T'he inclusion of this waiting-period is one of the aims
of the legislative committee ol the Louisiana Architects Associ-
ation, and a pertinent bill is to be submitted at the coming
session of our State Legislature. Our State Board is supporting
this legislation, the passage of which would prevent Louisiana
from being a professional “step-child” among ils sister states.
Should this most desirable legislation be passed, reciprocity ol
registration between Louisiana and the rest of the Union would
be a routine matter, as handled through the NCARB.

While some legistators have cautioned that the apprenticeship
requirement miy be met with some disapproval, one Legislato
has suggested that the amendment could stipulate that appren-
ticeship would only become effective two years alter enactment,
so that present fourth and hfth yea students would not be af
fected by the new provision.

0. J. Baker, head of the Department of Architecture at Lou
isiana State University, and John Lawrence, Dean of the Tulane
sSchool of Architecture, have indicated that they would sup-
port the apprenticeship requirement  when the amendment
reaches committee.

Baker points out that [ouisiana is also being used like a "di-
vorce mill,” Students from other states which require appren-
ina immediately  after

ticeship  periods are coming to Louis
graduation to take the test and secure a license.

by Seymour Yon Os, Secretary
State Board of Architectural Examiners
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Sheltel'svi"e COOPER & WEIR, INC.

A look at underground real estate “Formerly Singley-Weir”

For a long and tranquil period in America's history, underground activities
have been restricted to storm cellars, subways, potato cellars, and, in the
more affluent zoos, accommodations for an exotic ostrich or so. With the
addition of the word “megaton to the national patois, however, an entire

new sub-strata has been added to the harried crust of this facetious asteroid S'Il/f) f’/i(’}'.\‘ an {i SI’H f)'G() niractors

we call home.

Whatever the upshot, the fallout shelter is very much with us. Dig we must,
and laugh we invariably will, as we dig.

One of the mirth-makers is Jack Niles, an Atlantan whose thoughts on the 3 . . . . D o
subject are represented in part by the drawings on these two pages. Jack is For the f“””“"”g engineered materials;
a designer and art director by calling, and a gently satiric observer of the
present downward trend. These cartoons are excerpts from his book,
“Sheltersville”, soon to be published in paperback form and set loose upon
an unsuspecting public. On this day Mr. Niles proposes to dig himself a e AP g =
backyard shelter, wherein he can count his money and/or stomp his own Tectum Sté’Et and WOO(I ]fD()f Decks
grapes ... whichever the occasion demands. -
Laminated Wood
(LAA IS GRATEFUL TO MR. NILES FOR PERMISSION TO PUBLISH THESE.)

Steel Rolling Doors
Metal Sidewall

A ~
Granwood Floors
406 Jahncke Bldg.
New Orleans, La.
Call JA 2-0858
C) -
GREEN THUMB THE OPTIMIST

WALL SYSTEMS
offer
UNLIMITED DESIGN FREEDOM

A

WORLD TRAVELER LOVE NEST

LIGHT COMMERCIAL

SCHOOLS

MOTELS

The system offers architects unusual design flexi-
bility, with virtually unlimited choice of facade
arrangements, plus extraordinary functional cost-

saving advantages.

MAYFAIR INDUSTRIES, INC.

STEREO BUG THE ARCHITECT P. O. Box 3467 Lafayette, La.
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IMPORTANT
NEWS
for
Louisiana

architects!

ACME BRICK is now providing fine, improved CERAMIC
GLAZED STRUCTURAL FACING TILE through the ultra-
modern facilities of the Elgin Standard Brick Manufac-
turing Company Plant, situated handily to the
Louisiana area. This means more efficient serv-
ice and improved delivery schedules for your
projects. Your Acme Brick Man will be
glad to show you an unlimited choice
of colors and shapes in this HIGH
QUALITY TILE and discuss
your needs. Just give
him a call!!!

When the question’s quality, the answer’s Acme.

ACME
BRICK

Ed Stout, Louisiana
Division Sales Manager
Offices: Alexandria, Baton
Rouge, Houma, Lafayette,
Lake Charles, Monroe,
New Orleans, Shreveport.
Plants: Alexandria, Baton

Rouge, Monroe




Curtis 13th Louisiana Fellow

The advancement of Nathaniel C. Curtis to the )(; )(_
rank ol Fellow of the Institute will bring the total
Fellows in Louisiana to 13. Curtis

e e
will become a Fellow at the 1962 LoulSlana
National AIA Convention to be F ll
held in Dallas May 7-11. e OwS
Curtis, a member of the New

Orleans AIA Chapter and a part- BATON ROUGE CHAPTER:

ner in the firm of Curtis & Davis,

was elevated for achievement in design. Selection was
made by a jury comprised of J. Woolson Brooks, ® Ra'ph BOdman
chairman, Des Moines; Harold T. Spitznagel, Sioux
Falls; Walter Campbell, Boston; George B. Allison,

Los Angeles; R. Max Brooks, Austin; and Nelson SHREVEPORT CHAPTER:

Smith, Birmingham.

Current work of the firm of Curtis & Davis in-

cludes: L Dewey A. Somdal

Medical Center . 545,000,000 B

Berlin, Germany @ Samuel G Wlenel”
Federal Office Building ‘ 34,000,000 JIE .
Washington, D. C. ® W' I l am B‘ Wlener
Washington Correctional Center 8,500,000

Shelto, Washington

Wisconsin Correctional Center 8,000,000 NEW ORLEANS CHAPTER:

Fox Lake, Wisconsin

L.B.M. Office Building 5,000,000 .
Pittsburgh, Pa. ® N. C. Curtis Jr.
® Arthur Q. Davis

ORDER BLANK # Ar+.hur Feitel .
ATTENTION: LAA P MOISG H Golds+e|n

Send us . copies of the Statement H

of Recommended Standards of Architectural RIChard KOCh

Service and Practice. The unit cost for my Frederick D Parham
order is: ‘

CHECK ONE: [] 50 copies or less Sol Rosenthal

25c each
[] Over 50 copies
22¢ each

Solis Seiferth

Samuel Wilson
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