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masonry provides decorative entrance,

TAKE A NEW APPROACH TO OUTDOOR BEAUTY WITH

MODERN CONCRETE

Today, concrete is building a repu-  Scores of other examples of what
tation as the basic material of a  concrete, plus imagination, can
“million”” winning ideas, produce are seen everywhere . . , in

Take grille block, for example.  reflecting pools, terraces, patios,
Hundreds of different patterns are  and in garden walks and walls., Cast-
now offered. Every day sees new  in-place, precast, colored, textured

uses of grille block in sight screens,  or polished, modern concrete is the ¥ &¥aTs ATATA[A[8]a]%, Ll
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solar screens and carport walls—to  low-cost way to create truly beauti ¥ FTPIMETITU e  SHHL
name just a few, ful effects outdoors, ' o T . i 7 3

Attractive concrete block sight screen
encloses patio for breezy seclusion.

PORTLAND
CEMENT
ASSOCIATION

811 Gravier Street,
New Orleans 12, Louisiana

A national organization to
improve and extend the uses of concrete

Concrete grille block gardcn wall wuh Close-up of decorative grille block used for
novel geometric design. intriguing wall pattern. Coneite Tnduitics- HORIZON HOMES ﬂm‘gmww
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LAA Filmstrip

The primary assignment of LAA is
communications. A filmstrip is being
developed for chapters to employ in
depicting what an architect is, what
he does for the client, what architec-
ture is and how it affects everyone.
The script is ready and the accom-
panying slides are being prepared by
Frank Lotz Miier. The narration is
herein reproduced for your perusal.
Bear in mind that this is a combina-
tion of several philosophies blended

for public consumption.

Nears Completion

BUILDING today is |rl}_' business

Fconomists Inxlllnl that over 600 billion dollars worth ol

construction will be undertaken in this next decade.

In ten vears Americans will spend for construction mort

money than has been spent since the republic was founded

It is little wonder that building is the largest single industry
in the world today

As a4 businessman, building concerns you

\s a member of society it is a fair assumption that, in the
next decade, vou will vourself buy, build, remodel or share in
the planning of some type of building.

How do yvou go about getting a building built?
Design it yourself?

You might, but what do you do about choosing materials,
coordinating plumbing, air conditioning, lighting, observing
building codes, plumbing code, electrical code, requirements of
planning commissions, fire marshal, state board of health?

How do vou know vour building, as designed, can be built
within your budget?

Why not copy somebody else’s design. This is rarely satis
factory. To be succcessful, a building must be designed from
the start for a particular site, for a particular function, for a
particular owner.

Can you hire a contractor or a plan servicer You under
stand they're cheaper

Best Design Talent

You can, but if your building is worth spending your time
and money on, it will need the best professional design talent
vou can find. You will want your building to be good archi
tectune

What do we mean when we say architecturer?
Architecture is the art and science of building.

Architecture has been called the mother of all arts, embrac
ing, as it does, all of the attributes of the static arts: Spacial
design, color, mass, scale and many of the attributes of the lively
arts: sound, light, rhythm, harmony

We are born in architecture, live in it, learn in it and
work in it most of our lives,

Face of Our Country

Architecture is the face of our country, an indication of
ourselves as a people involved in a growing and vital society.

Architecture may be a single dwelling or even part of one,
it may be a neighborhood, an apartment house or office build
i||-_-_ a factory, a monument o) [)l‘l'l‘l'll\ an entire community

Architecture is conceived through the needs and aspirvations
of the l)(‘(lfllt‘ who will use it and therefore will reflect the
attitudes and interests of those people.

I hroughout history, architecture has been handed down as
the principal expression of the culture of each era

I'o most of the public, architecture means the home. In
the United States today, little more than 109, of us live in
homes designed by architects. Does this mean that we Ameri
cans, with our tremendous advances in science and technology
are no longer interested in artz We think not,

Historically speaking, the desire of people for beauty has
never changed and woday the idea of being surrounded by those
things which man considers beautiful is more than ever a
realizable goal.

I'his goal can be realized within the economic and cultural
framework which is ours. It is the purpose of the architectural
profession to serve as a prime vehicle in the pursuit of this
voal.

I'he opportunity to ofler this presentation to your group
today is appreciated. It is hoped that this program will give
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you some insight into our profession and what it can con-
ceivably do for you in your business, at home, and in those
areas of responsibility in which you are dependent on archi-
tecture.

There are indeed many misconceptions of what an archi-
tect actually does. An attempt will be made to present facts
about the architect, his work, his responsibilities and how he
gets to be an architect,

You are well aware that in this day and age, any special-
ist must be rigorously trained to meet his professional respon-
sibilities. The architect is by no means different in this re-
spect.

Interprets and Translates

The architect is a specialist whose business is interpreting
vour needs and translating them into buildings.

Your architect differs from the other professionals in build-
ing in that his specialty is design.

Even before he begins a four or five year course of study
in a university, a young man who aspires to be an architect
must show an aptitude in the areas with which he must cope
during his years of formal training.

In college, he will be thoroughly grounded in math,
English, history and the basic social sciences.

He will learn the elements of design and construction,
the use of materials and their incumbent capabilities and
limitations along with the design of sound structural systems.

Throughout his years at the universty, the fledgling archi-
tect is constantly required to evaluate the most effective and
cfficient methods of building and ways to utilize his growing
sense of design.

He begins to grasp the complex systems of visually sound
and economical techniques.

This student slowly develops into a visual inventor whose
capabilities are tempered with a sense of sound business man-
agement and his social and professional responsibilities.

Toward the end of his formal training, he becomes involved
in city planning. building law and professional practice.

The college degree by no means ends the young architect’s
training. A period of apprenticeship normally follows univer-
sity training.

After which a licensing examination covering all aspects
of the profession is required by the state in order to judge
his competence.

Upon satisfactory completion of this examination, he may
call himself an architect. The period of time elapsed from
the beginning of his formal training to licensing is usually
seven to ten years.

Utilize Training

How is this training utilized in the design and construc-
tion of buildings? A close look at the procedure involved in
the design process might be helpful.

How will the building be used and who will use it? This
idea is usually defined as function,

Depending upon the magnitude and complexity of the
building, a number of architect-client interviews will be held.
The architect will interpret the client's ideas along with his
own and from this information, fundamental planning concepts
are established.

During this time the site is investigated. 1f property has
not yet been purchased, the architect will help in the selection
of a site,

Since the economics of a building project are of utmost
importance the budget is generally prepared at an early stage
in the project.
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An intimate knowledge of construction costs makes the
architect indispensable during this procedure.

If the building has an unusual function, a period of re-
search by the architect will parallel this first stage of design.
Take for example, the problems of retailing. An architect
must make himself aware of the methods of salesmanship to
intelligently design a store.

Next come the prelimin: building studies showing the
relationship of the spaces within the building, a graphic study
of the building, site relationships and an indication of the
appearance of the building, as the architect conceives it.

These drawings will be carefully examined and if found
acceptable, working drawings will be begun.

Working drawings are those drawings, frequently referred
to as “blueprints,” which are used by the contractors to esti-
mate the cost of the work, and to build it by. These drawings
are the builder's guide and when they are correctly followed,
the building will be as the owner and the architect planned it.

The architect, by this time, will have investigated the
structural and mechanical systems to be employed in the
building, the materials, and finishes.

Related to Design

All of these things are integrally related to the design
and monetary considerations discussed in the first phases.

The specifications, a booklet indicating quality of crafts
manship and materials, are prepared at this stage of the work.

The bidding procedure, selection of potential contractors,
and eventual letting of the bid to an individual contracting
firm also comes within the jurisdiction of the architect.

Inspection trips to the building site to insure that the
drawings and specifications are followed, is another one of
the architect’s jobs.

He is obligated to defend the client’s interests in all phases
of construction and his intimate understanding of the work of
about 125 building trades lends itself 1o that end.

The architect’s responsibility is many fold as well it should
be if he rightfully claims that title.

The architect is at once a counselor,

Designer

Planner,

Business advisor,

Engineer,

Legal advisor,

Coordinator,

and Inspector,

With these varied talents, today, architects are designing:
Domestic work,

Industrial work,

Commercial buildings,

Institutional work,

Public buildings,

Transportation facilities,

They are engaged in site planning,

and are designing many other types of structures.
(Continued on Page 14)




THERE OUGHT TO BE A LAW

but....how can we help
make it one?

Bv ALVIN RUBIN
ILAA Legal Counsel

Architects should keep themselves constantly informed
about the activities of their State legislature. They share re-
sponsibility with every other intelligent citizen for participating
in the democratic process.

Elected representatives need comment, advice, and sugges-
tions from all groups of the community if they are to represent
their area adequately. The legislator, like every other agent,
works best when working for a group which is informed of
what he does, advises with him on his actions, praises him
when they think he is right, and lets him know when they
think he is wrong.

Therefore, whether vou are interested in a particular bill
of importance to you personally, or simply performing you
primary duty as a citizen, it is imporiant that you know how
the legislative process works. There are many stages during
which you have an opportunity ro have an effect on the laws
under which you live, for none may pass without a lengthy
formal procedure, prescribed in part by the State Constitution,
in part by the rules of the legislature, and in part by custom.

I. DRAFTING

Every law begins life in embryonic stage as a “bill.” A
“bill” is simply a proposed law. First the proposed law must
be drafted. Careful draftsmanship is essential, for words must
he weighed to insure they say all that is desired but only what
is desired—no more and no less.

2. THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

The Legislative Council is a group created to assist the
Legislature with advice concerning the legality of proposed
laws. It consists of 18 members, the Lieutenant Governor, the
Speaker of the House, 8 members sclected from the Senate,
and 8 members from the House. The Council employs an
Executive Director and staff whose duty it is to advise legis-
lators and furnish assistance in drafting bills. Bills may be
filed with the Legislative Council for study prior to the session
at which they are to be introduced.

3. INTRODUCTION

After it has been drafted, one or more legislators introduce
the bill. One which does not involve fiscal affairs may be intro
duced in either the House or the Senate; fiscal bills must
originate in the House. Introduction is accomplished by hling
four typed copies with the Clerk of the House (or, if the bill
is introduced in the Senate, by filing five typed copies with
the Secretary of the Senate).

4, TIME OF INTRODUCTION

Proposed statutes must be introduced within the first 21
days of a regular legislative session; constitutional amendments
be introduced within the first 30 days. However, the
permit introduction of bills at a later date
by a two-thirds vote of the house of origin. To discourage

hasty legislation, the Constitution requires 3 readings of every
bill before it can be passed. These “readings,” however, are
readings in name only.

5. FIRST READING

After the bill is introduced, it has its “first reading” in
the house of origin. This consists of a very brief reading of
the first few words of the title of the bill.

6. SECOND READING AND REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE

On the next day in which the legislature is in session,
there is a second reading of the bill. It is then referred to one
of the standing committees of the house of origin. Serious de-
liberation of the bill then begins.

7. COMMITTEE HEARING

The committees are influential in the legislative process,
and their recommendation is persuasive. There are 17 Senate
committees and 16 committees of the House of Representatives.
Committee consideration affords the best opportunity during
the legislative process for a careful examination of the bill and
for citizens to express their views on the proposed legislation.
Unfortunately, the committee hearing is usually held on short
notice, and it is necessary to keep fully informed on legislative
proceedings in order to know exactly when and where the com-
mittee will meet to consider a particular bill.

8. COMMITTEE REPORT

I'he committee then files a report with the house of origin.
Amendments may be recommended by the committee, and
these ave then accepted or rejected. 1f there is a minority re-
port of the committee, the minority may appeal to the house
to have its views adopted. Amendments may be offered from
the floor, but these are usually delayed until the third reading.

9. THIRD READING

Following the committee report, the bill is advanced to
third reading. On third reading, the bill is debated by the
entire membership of the house. Amendments from the floo
may be offered for adoption or rejection.

10. VOTE

I'he vote which follows is on final passage of the measure.
I'he bill fails if it does not secure the support of a majority
of the elected members. Some bills, such as tax increases, re-
quire a two-thirds majority of the elected members of both
houses for passage.

Il. THE OTHER HOUSE

After the bill passes the house of origin, it is then sent
to the other house where substantially the same procedure is
followed. Before final passage in the second house, the bill is
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referred to the Legislative Bureau for its review and for its

advice concerning the construction, co

stitutionality and legal-

ity of the proposed bill. The Legislative Bureau consists of

the

Attorney General or his assistant, and one member elected

from each house,

12.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

If the second house amends the bill, the amendments are

reported to the originating house for action. If the house of
origin concurs in the amendments, the bill passes. Should the
house of origin refuse to concur in the amendments, a confer-
ence committee is appointed to reconcile the different versions.
If a compromise is reached, the revised measure is transmitted
to both houses for adoption or rejection. If no compromise

can

13.

be reached, the bill dies.
GOVERNOR'S ACTION

After a bill has been passed by both houses in the same

form, it is sent to the Governor for his approval or rejection.
If he signs it, the bill becomes law. If he fails either to sign
or to veto the bill within ten days, it becomes law without his
signature. If the veto occurs during session, a two-thirds vote
of both houses can override it; however, most Governors have
followed the practice of holding a veto, if possible, until the
legislature had adjourned.

the

All laws go into effect at 12:00 noon on the 20th day after
legislature has adjourned, unless the legislature fixes a day

beyond the 20th day.

are

If you are interested in a particular measure, the following
important stages at which you can enlist support:

BEFORE THE SESSION: Talk to your legislators before
the session. If a copy of the proposed bill is available,
show it to your legislator, ask him to read it, and ask him
to talk to you about it after he has had a chance to read
it. He has more time to read a proposed bill now than
he will have during the hectic days of a legislative ses-
sion. This is also the period to see if other organizations
or individuals will help you support the bill and assist
in bringing it to the attention of your own and of addi-
tional legislators.

AFTER YOUR LEGISLATOR HAS READ THE BILL:
After the legislator has had a chance to read the proposed
bill, meet with him again to see if he can answer any
questions about it. If possible, solicit his support at that
time.

DURING THE SESSION: Get in touch with your legis-
lator during the session. Remind him of your interest in
the bill, and ask him to keep an eye on its progress.

AT COMMITTEE MEETING: When the committee meet-
ing is called, be ready to attend the committee meeting
and to join with others who are interested in the bill
and in supporting it. While you are in Baton Rouge, see
your legislator again, and enlist his support,

BEFORE FINAL PASSAGE: When the bill is brought up
for final passage, be sure that your legislator is reminded
again of your interest, either by a telephone call or by
a telegram. If possible, be present in the house on the day
the bill comes up for vote.

WHILE THE GOVERNOR DECIDES: The Governor exer-
cises a vital role in legislative process. If you are interested
in proposed legislation, you should communicate your
views to the Governor, both during the session, for his
support, and after the session so that he may take them
into consideration in determining whether he will approve
or veto the bill.
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m WALL EZSTEMS

UNLIMITED DESIGN FREEDOM

LIGHT COMMERCIAL
SCHOOLS
MOTELS

The system offers architects unusual design flexi-
bility, with virtually unlimited choice of facade
arrangements, plus extraordinary functional cost-
saving advantages.

Suppliers and Sub-Contractors
For the following engineered materials:

Tectum Steel and Wood Roof Decks
Laminated Wood

Steel Rolling Doors

Metal Sidewall

Granwood Floors

106 Jahncke Bldg.
New Orleans, La.

Call JA 2-0858







