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JOURNEY TO NEPAL
Do you know the way to Kathmandu?

by Jackson Faber, AIA
fsomeone hod osked me lo$ Augu$ when I $orted teoching orchitecture ot Boll Stote University

if I hod ever thought of going to l(othmondu, I would hove onswered, "0nly when I heor Bob

Sege/s song obout going there." I never considered it o posibiliry but the opportunity orose

moin mode of tronsportotion in

Kothmondu isfie motorcyde. lwould see entirefomilies

on one motorcyde. The lorgest fomily thot I sow on one

motorcyde wos o fomily of four. The fother wos driving,

the mother wos ilding side+oddle on the boclt, between

the porents wos 0 young child under 10 yeors old, ond

finolly between the fothe/s legs wos o smoll child

roughly 5 yeors old 0r younger. All hod helmets on, but

they oho were weoring mosk for breothing due to the

very bod oir pollution of the city. Since there is relotively

n0 gross 0r green spoces in the city, dust ond dirt is

everywhere. The moin publit tronsportotion is by bus or

three-wheeled convos-tovered corls colled Tempos."

Both of these belch block smoke ond smog into the oir.

So, there wos o lorge moiority of people thot wote mosk

while they were riding motorcydes, bicydes, ond even

wolking down fie streel. Numerous people use bicydes

for tronsportotion, ond in my opinion, il wos the best for

getting oround the nonow medievol streets of the city.

The city is o tonglometotion of very few

lorge moin streets ond o mossive web of smoll

meondering roods ond poths, oll of which were built os

needed without ony sense of plonning. An intere$ing foct

obout the city is thot o moiority ofthe $reets do not hove

nomes ond the buildings do not hove oddresses. ln order

to receive moil, people get 0 post office box becouse

there is no woy thot o moil coriler would be oble to find

o residence.

Ihe orchitecture of the city is omozing. lt is

obsolutely like nothing we hove here in Americo. Whot

struck me first wos the omount of brick structures thot ore

locoted within the city. lt 0ppe06 0s if everything is

bdck. I discovered thot the reoson for proliferolion of

bdck con$ruction is becouse the soil is so ilch in doy thot

it is the eosiest ond most duroble moteriol to use. I wos

oble to see how much doy soil the country hos in it when

I wos token to Iibel. While we were driving through the

countrysidq I could look out the truck window ond see

the bright oronge color of the soil. ln fo( the trees were

$oined oronge from the soil obout six feet up the trunk.

As the tee grew, the soil stoined the bork, ond it didn't

wosh off os it become toller. lt wos the weirdest thing to

see dork oronge tree lrunks.

ln Kothmondu, the residentiol buildings

were very interesting. But whot reolly $ood out wos the

numerous temples locoted throughout the dry. Religion

is such on importont port of Nepoli s0dety thot one c0n

not g0 very for without coming ocross some religious

strurture, templq or offering site. I spent one morning

trying to find one ofthese religious sites, which wos very

difficult becouse there ore no sl,oight roods or street

signs, ond the mops of the dty do not dhtinguish

between poved roods ond dirt poths. As I opprooched the

sitq I hod no ideo thot I wos close. Ihe nonow street

wos crowded with people, wild dogs, ond chickens, ond

ot one point even on elephont. After posing through the

(0nge$i0n, the 0penness ofthe poloce squore seemed to

explode out in every direction. I wos looking for o ploce

colled Duftor Squore ond it omozed me when I finolly

found it. Durbor meons "Poloce" ond mony Nepoli towns

hove one. Ihese quores were poloces for the king thot

ruled the town. Ihe one thot I found wos not octuolly in

l(othmondu, but in o smoll town colled Poton thot hod

been swollowed by Kothmondu's sprowl yeors ogo. lt
wos on oosis within the city. lt contoined o very lorge

briil poloce on one sidq ond on ossortment of Buddhist

ond Hindu temples on the other. Ihe orgonizotion of the

squore rlros very well thought out ond the proportioning

of the temples ployed off the grond scole of the poloce.

The seporotion benreen the temples ond the poloce wos

o brkk poved poth thot wos on oxis with one snow-

copped Himoloyon mountoin peok. The Buddhht

temples ore Mondis, which resemble pogodos. A

Buddhist monk who troveled t0 eostern Asio took the

Mondir design out of Nepol. Ihe design wos odopted by

the Joponese snd evolved into whot is now the Pogodo.

One item in the Durbor Squore poloces,

temples, ond neorby buildings thol reolly impressed me

yrrossomething olled on "ArtistWindow." Iwostold thot

ortisl windows were so plevolent in rertoin oleos of the

city becouse they represented ortist districts ond the aoft

of the orlist thot lived in the building where the window

wos situoted. This meont thot someone could wolk by

ond see the quolity ond expeilise of the ortist thot lived

within the building.

SEE viewpoint page 2
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ADDS GLUE
by ileal Beckstedt, Luke Brown, Lohren Deeg,

Amanda Eich

for the first time, the Ball State College of

Architecture is producing a student journal. 6/ae is

among us. Coming soon to a coffee table nearyou

will be images and projects, stories and tales of

places far and away, the artvrork and paths of

inquiry that perhaps you haven't traveled in years.

All bound in a package seen with the raw vision of

the architecture student, spoken to you in the voice

of the architecture student, produced by the very

hands of the architecture student. 6treis the tie

that binds. 0n April 8 you could have, your very

own BSU architecture journal. Collectors item?

Perhaps. Unveiling in April. 6lae is your

connection.

Contact the BSU journal editors and let

us know how many you tvant:one, trvo, ten...

Department of Architecture, Ball State University,

Attn: Glue, iluncie, lN 47306; fax,765.285.1765;

phone: 765.285.1900; e-mail:
archjournal@hotmail.com.

in [ebruory of this yeor. Tribhuvon University in Kothmondu, Nepol, mode 0n 0greement with Boll Stote

University to exchonge ideos, resources, ond professors. Tribhuvon University osked me if I would come to Nepol

to teoch o short coure on AutoCAD ond lecture 0n (0mpuler use in design. After thinking obout it, discusing

it with my wifg ond receiving finonciol oid from both univerities, I decided thot I hod nofiing to lose. i{hen

else in my life would I hove the opportunity to trovel to such on exotic locotion? So, I pocked my bogs ond left

on o 27-hour plone ride to the lond of the highest mountoin on the plonet.

Before going too for, I should give some bockground informotion on Nepol. Nepol is locoted

between lndio ond Tibet ond is opproximotely the size of Moine. Kothmondu is the topitol ond hos on

opproximote populotion 0f 500,000. lt olso hos on extremely vorying dimotq fiom the subtropicol iungle ot

the border of lndio to the sub-zero temperotures ot the top of Mt. [verest. l(othmondu is locoted within o volley

ond is bordered to the north by the Himoloyon Mountoins, which con be seen fiom mony of the city s holy sites

ond roof decks.

As I flew into l(othmondu, I rould see the city spreod out towords the edges of the volley. The flot-

roofed buildings were glowing in the ofternoon sunlight in different shodes of orongq red, ond groy. I could see

very little vegetotion in the city, ond I olso noticed thot oll the buildings were opproximotely the some height.

I discovered thot the similor heights were due to the locol construction methods. Older buildings were entirely

lood-beoring ronstructi0n, bd newer rcnstruction wos built with 0 (onoete skeleton with brick in-fi||. These

methods become prevolent becouse lumber is very expensive ond is moinly used for decorotive purposes. The

buildings were oll opproximotely three to four stories in height, with only o very few being six $ories toll. Ihe

reoson for this is thot the Himoloyon Mountoin ronge is continuolly growing toller due to the foct fiot lndio is

sliding under the Asion continent. This creotes numerous eorthquokes throughout fie rountry ond n0 thought

isgiventodeolingwiththeseismic$ressesinthebrickstructures. Anotherreosonfortherelotivelylowbuildings

is thot there ore no crones or mochinery for getting building moteriols to o high elevotion. To give on exomple,

I sow some men working on o building, ond they suspended woven boskets fiom their heodt which rested on

fieir bocks. Ihey then hod the boskets looded with bricla or concrete. After being fully looded, they would corry

them up lodders to the floor where the work wos being done. Ihe worken would unlood their boskets, dimb

down, ond then do it oll over ogoin. This work wos going on while it wos opproximotely 90 degrees Fohrenheit.

After finolly londing in l(othmondu, I exited the plonq went through cu$om1 got my boggoge, ond

mode my woy to the exit doors of the oirport. I wos worned thot I should know exoctly where I wonted to go

before I left the oirport becouse I wos going to be mobbed by people wonting me to $oy ot their hotel or use

their toxi. Even though I wos told thol I wos not prepored for the octuol experience. I reoched the exit door,

looked out, ond sow two to three hundred people pressed up ogoinst bonicodes thot the police put up so the

internotionol trovelers would ot leo$ be oble to get out of the oirport. Seeing this, I poused to gother my bogs,

then ventuted between five ormed police officers ond into the choos. Before I mode it out of the door, fhree

people were on both sides of me osking if I wonted o hotel or toxi. I rouldn't figure out how they got oround the

bonicode, but thot wos the leost of my worries. I wos focused. I wos trying to locote someone with o sign thot

hod my nome on it becouse the hotel soid thot they would send someone to pick me up. At thh point, I hod

probobly moved only six fuet fiom the door, ond more people were coming in my direction. I suddenly sow my

nomg but how I wos oble to see it--l hove no ideo. Ihere wos o young Nepolese kid with o sign thot hod my

nome on it, but I should octuolly coll it o cord becouse it mu$ hove been only 5" x 7" ond written with whot

looked like o pencil. I pointed ot the kid, ond he pointed to the end of the bonicode.

When the gup who were trying to get me to come to their hotel sow thot I found who I wos looking

for, some of them left to occost more visitors fiom the plone. The people thot $oyed with me were children who

notlr wonted t0 help me with my bogs. They tried to toke my bog off my shoulder, they tried to pull my luggoge

for me, ond they ron in fiont of me ond moved things out of the woy os I wolked owoy from the oirport. We

finolly mode itto o cor, got my luggoge in, ond I pulled myself in while trying not to smosh ony of the children's

orms when I shut the door. I sot down, reloxed, ond dosed my eyes. I then felt little honds reoching in lrom the

windows topping me ond pulling on my collor. "Ieeps? You hove teeps for me?" Ihe children were oll soying.

I wos told to my, "N0," but it wos hord to do becouse they were filthy with no shoes on their feet ond oil $oined

dothing. They didn't $op osking until the cor drove owoy fo$ enough thot they hod to toke their orms out of

the window.

After oll thol my nerves t,lete 0n edge. Now it wos time for my firt experience with how they drive

in Kothmondu. Ihey dfive on the left, like in [nglond, but thot's where the similority ends. Ihey hove o white

linethot runs down the middle ofthe rood, but nobody poys ony ottention to it. Cor would pos eoch other ilght
into oncoming troffic. lt wos totol modnesl ond I wos surpdsed probobly five or six times fiot we didn't weck
before we mode it to the hotel. we reoched it sofely, I wos shown t0 my r00m, I sot down, ond soid to mpelf,

"Whot in the helldid I get mpelf into?"
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