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Ronald L. Baker, AIA

Thank you for the oppoftunity to serve as President of AIA lndiana this year.
I regard this as an honor and a privilege to lead my peers in this capacity. lt
has been an expenence that i will always remember. I want to thank each of
the board members for their contributions to the year's success and to wish
Bryan Carr, AlA, Y2K president, best wishes for the millennium.

Continued market growth and opponunities provided very active
schedules for many of our members and firms. AIA lndiana was actively
conduoing "Business as Usual" while focuslng on service to our members.
Emphasis was placed on legislative activities and the development of a web
page Joe Zody, AlA. chaired the web page committee and is actively
pursuing this commitment. lt is anticipated that AIA lndiana and the local
chapters will be "connected" by the end of the year.

This was the first election year for Regional Director to the newly
formed Ohio Valley Region. AIA lndiana sponsored A/ike lt/cKay, AlA, as a
candidate for that position. Bryan Carr. AIA. and I served on the nominating
committee. A total of four candidates were submitted. two from Ohio, one
from Kentucky, and one from lndiana. The nomination committee was
impressed with two candidates A/ike A/cKay, AlA, from lndiana, and Tom
Hernandez. AlA. from Kentucky. Tom Hernandez, AlA, was the successful
candidate; however. the board anticipates lvlike li/cKay's name to surface rn
the future.

This has been a transition year for AiA lndiana, and with the
millennium rapidly approaching, a very exciting year to be president. i

encourage all of our members to focus on how Y2K will effect their lives and
way of conducing business. lt will change dramatically.

Archltectural Educatlcn:
Engagement, Efficacy & Equipoise

Professor Brian R. Sinclair, Chair, Department of Architecture, Ball State University

"Historians of science often observe that asking the right question ir more important than producing the right
answer. The right answer to a trivial question is alsorrivial, but the right quesiion, even whdn insolu[le in exact

form, is a guide to major discovery." E.0. Wilson in Consilience

As I voyage back from a recent United l{ations conference in Germany,35,000 feet above the }lonh Atlantic, my
thoughts are deeply reflective. lt has hen one year since I made the decision to leave Canada to asume thi
thairship of the 0epartment o{ Architecture at Ball State University. lly fint year has hen an intense and engaged

iourney, demandingsignificant investment oftime, requiring patirnce and undenanding and, ahve all, callinglor
ar unswtrving belief in the potential ol the $uden$ and faculty who share the path. Ai I look backrardr, onlhis
the annivtrsary of my anival in the lloosier sate, I am very thankful for the oppnunities that have hen afforded
me, highly appreciative of the suppn that has been exterided, and ketnly optiirirtic for the future of architrcture
education at Ball State.

Ihis pastyear our [uniculum Committee worked extremely

hard to prepare an action plan for adnncing our degree.

Ihe repn they prepared war first rate: it is a well-
considered and rcll-delineated studyofthe many issues we

must address in making the shift. tonsidering the strong

reputation of our school, and the national trcnd to the

l'l.Arrh. as the first pro(essional degree, I hlieve making

the tnnsition will enhance the quality of the education we

deliver and position us well for future grorvth and

development. lt has hen very encouraging to see the

strong supprt adnnced byalumni and professionalsas we

navigate through this change.

Ihis past year nw us mount fall and spring
job fairs, under the leadenhip and hard work of Professor

Dan Woodfin. I must admit that these events were a

complete succrss. lt was wonderful for me to virit the

various booths of firms from around the state, and hyond,
and chat with the architectl lhe energy in the room vlar

infedious: students were buzing from display to display,

asking questions, dropping off resumes, and imagining

their futures. I thank all of the architeds who came to
Iluncie to participate in what was a mutually rewarding

experience for all participants. lelated to the job lairs is

our ongoing mandatory six month internship. lt has been

very satisfying for me in mI traveli in cities acros this
country, to see the great regard held for our interns by
principals of firmr I get many calls lrom architects who

are specifically seeking Ball State $udentr, commenting
positively on 0ur reputation for eduoting creative, hard-

working, and profesional architects.

lealizing that the world is getting smaller,

and that our students will undoubtedly have opportunities

and requirements to practice in global markets, our
department continues to work hard to provide foreign

study experiences. Thir past year we signed agreements

with llepal Enginmring College in Bhaktapur and the
lnstitute of Engineering in lhthmandu, ilepal. ()ver 20

students traveled to South fuia in the spring term,
including spending over a month in studio in rural llepal.

I can assure you the ilch experiences of these students will
(ontribute to a lifetime of politive memories and will hrlp
to makr them htter citizens and anhiteds here at home.

ln addition to the llepal connection and our annual
Canadian field trip, wr offered foreign studies in luly
(Arkhalia with Profesor ftiuini), Germany (ArchiBa with
Profesor lbehler), and Spain (ArkEspania with Professor

Wolner). lmmening students in othir cultures is a well-

developed aspect of our department one that contributes
significantly to the sound education of future architects.

Ihis past year we have sought to understand

horv br$ t0 strike the balance htween technology and

philosophy, htwem creativityand reason, htween artand
scienct. Ihis exploration, which is happening at schools of
architectun worldwide, is especially important here at Ball

Stat University. We want t0 build upon our succeses in
preparing anhitects to engage in pnctice, while at the
same time realizing that the boundaries of practice are

shifting and new forms of engagement are unfolding. By

striking such a balance in our cunicular efforts and

pedagogical approaches we aim to gnduate architects that
have great nlue and mobility both within and hyond
conventional modes of practice. Onr example of our efforts
t0 strenghen the technological dimensions of our
education is manilest in the new [onstruction
Specifications lnilitute! Ihesis ltledal. Ihis award
celebrates the constructability of the architecture dedgned
by student in their final year of our B.Arch. program.

lloving hyond the more explicit hnefits of the meda[ (i.e.,

rewarding a job well done), the relationship ol CSI and our
department strelses the imprtance of collaboration and

imagination. Educating architects is a shared

respnsibility and, in this regard, I thank tSl lndianapolis
for their tremendous support and leadership. 0n the other
end of the sprtrum, m sponsored a numhr of events that
looked at the imprmanence and intangibility ol
cyhrspatial architectures, employing advanced JD

modeling and yisualiation to "construct" in the digial
ethos. By exploring and comprehending the extremcs, we
psition our studentl, as future architectl, to h able to
make htter considered and hopefully more appropriate
decrsr0ns.

Projections

The coming academic year holds much promisr. Ihesr are

timrs of change, of unartainty, of significant risk and of
ilgnificant reward. So much of our lives are in llux the
rules of engagement, thc modrs of delivery, the methods of
education, the forms of pnctice, the natlre of worh the
structure of societies. l,lc[uhan! global village has arrived
and we are scrambling to makr sense of it. ttudents land
at our doorwith enthusiam, inquiritiveness, commitment,
and hope. We aim to work thrm through a prolesional
education that will give them confidence, knowledge,

respnsibility, and pcrspective. ln these curious times ie,
as educators, seek to bring wisdom, reason, and humanity
to the uble. Architects have imprtant roles to play in the
contemprary milieu: and their roles will no doubt expand

in scope and significance if they are able to cliarly
demonstrate the potency of their skills to the solving of
increuingly complex and wicked problems. Below is a
sampling of initiatives and efforts, planned and undervay,
with respect to the 1999-2fl10 academic yeac

Student voice and meaningful contribution to
governance must (ontinue to develop. ()ne wry angible
vchirle to support this goal is our embarking upon a
Studcnt Journal for the Drpartment of Architecture.

Reflections

Ihe 199&1999 academic year rns filled with excitemrnt, challenges, and succeses. A very abbreviated sampling
follows:

tomputers and information technology hrame far more penasive in our building and in our
curriculum. A spring announcement that our college vas to receive over 100 new455 ltlHr machines was incredible.
Ihe machines anived and we are going to put them through their paces this year. Wr offe red numerous softw-are
workshops for faculty and students, addresing parkages such as Auto(lD and form l. fu a deDartment we
approved a mandatory computer purchase policy for students, with implementation commencing neit year. Ihis
requirementtvasacriticalaspectofourdevelopment: itacknowledgesihecentralrolecomputeriaren6wplaying
in orr.profesion. I have no d-oubt that having siudents each purchaie a personal computer iill heighren thdquititi
of their education and contribute to their valu-e and market-riadines arthey embark'on their prof[ssional careers.

fu pu know, our dtpartment voted unanimously to transition-from the B-{rch. io the ltl.Arch. u our
first profesional degreg !n architedure. Ihis bold step iill ensure that Ball State remains an attractive,
competitiye, and solid choice for students seeking an education for our profesion.
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